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México D.F. a 14 de febrero de 2008.

Oficio P/045/2008.

Dear colleagues,
Considering the importance of archives for the respect, observance & upholding of human rights and with the objective of achieving the Cape Town resolutions (CITRA 2003), the Society for the Archival Science Development & The Mexican Section of Archivists without borders, have the honor to organize an International Forum on Archives & Human Rights with the following goals:
1. To propose the establishment of a formal Ad-hoc Cooperation mechanism between the major actors involved in Human Rights protection, defense & upholding.

2. To build a formal communication channel among NGO’s with this aim in view.

3. To build closer relations among involved NGO’s.

4. To develop a worldwide advocacy, promotion & outreach campain to raise awareness of the importance of archives for the effective recognition and observance of human rights.
5. To promote the “Memory of the World Program”. 
The Forum will take place in Mexico City (place to be confirmed) on December 10th 2008 on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights.
Some of the main themes to be discussed will be:

1. The right to life

2. The right to liberty
3. The right to security
4. The right to have an identity

5. The right to a nationality

6. The right to property

7. Freedom of opinion & expression

8. Freedom of Information Acts & their impact on human rights
9. The prohibition of being subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
10. The prohibition of being subjected to arbitrary interference with privacy, family, home or correspondence

NGO’s, ombudsmen, advocates of Archives & Human Rights, writers & artists are invited; we expect about 500 people from all parts of the world.
There will be an organisation committee & a scientific committee that will select the papers, speakers & exhibits.
All interested persons & organisations may contact Jens Boel or Gabriela Salazar (sedca@prodigy.net.mx), Archiverossinfronteras@yahoo.com.mx.

During the last week of May 2008 an announcement will be made in the Archives and Human Rights Newsletter and through the ICA list-serv.
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