A workshop on Archives and Human Rights is organized by the Office of the High Commissioner of United Nations for Human Rights (OHCHR) in Geneva on 28 and 29 October 2008.

The Rule of Law and Democracy Unit, Research and Right to Development Branch of OHCHR, contracted, through ICA, Trudy Peterson to draft a Rule of Law Policy Tool on Archives and Human Rights. This tool aims to inform the offices located outside the OHCHR headquarters on the issue of archives, to highlight their importance in post-conflict states, and to promote their preservation and access. 


The workshop’s objective will be to validate Trudy Peterson’s draft. It will gather together 15 experts from different countries, among whom is Louis Joinet.

This workshop is a direct outcome of the event organized by ICA, with the support of the Federal Archives of Switzerland, in March 2007 in Geneva, during the 4th session of the Council of Human Rights, to raise awareness of the Council and UN agencies on the importance of archives.
The OHCHR published two studies which mention archives and ICA’s activities in this field:

· The Study on the Right to the Truth submitted to the Commission on Human Rights in February 2006, devotes a paragraph to the importance of archives for the exercise of this right (E/CN.4/2006/91, par.52). The work developed by ICA is outlined and  the manual on archives published for NGOs in particular.http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G06/106/56/PDF/G0610656.pdf?OpenElement
· Right to the Truth is the follow-up report on the Study, written in June 2007, at the request of the Council on Human Rights. It highlights the best national and international practices in this field (A/HRC/5/7). The measures to preserve and make accessible archives of Human Rights violations are presented in the chapter on the institutional mechanisms and measures promoting the right to truth. The resolution adopted by the CITRA in Cape Town 2003 is explicitly quoted. The report also recommends undertaking a deep study on the topic of archives and the right to truth. http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G07/129/48/PDF/G0712948.pdf?OpenElement
