WORKCAMPS DESCRIPTIONS

ASTOVOT SUMMER PROGRAMME  2008

  PROJECTS INFORMATIONS AND LOCALITES  

We made the description of the projects by holding account of the types. For all information and with regard to work to be made, prayer to refer especially to the type of the project. The Staff ASTOVOT wants to be listening in its volunteers but also of the local community with which ASTOVOT gives its support/accompaniment as regards local and participative development.

By taking place in an interactive and intercultural training, ASTOVOT projects are used to give life to the marginalized rural communities on the one hand and future engagement to its volunteers on the other hand.

Our creed is human Solidarity: "to speak for better knowing, knowing for better exchanging, exchanging for better understanding". Such is our ultimate mission. 
In addition to these activities, a basic work will be done in collaboration with the local community of the project and all the volunteers. It isn’t wise to forget that ASTOVOT by implementing its projects wants to allow an intercultural exchange. This is why each project is at the centre of active innovation of each volunteer.
It is consequently necessary to play complicity by organizing entertaining cultural evenings while creating to the maximum of discussion spaces for better understanding.
TYPE I: SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL WORKCAMP WITH CHILDREN 


Board 1: Socio- educative animation with children & School session
	CODE
	PERIOD
	LOCALITY
	TYPE

	ASTO 10
	04/08 to 24/08/08
	Kpalimé : ENVOL
	Socio- educative  animation with mentally  handicapped children 

	ASTO 11


	07/08 to 27/08/08
	Kouvé
	School session 

	ASTO  12


	10/08 to 31/09/08
	Agou Kébo Dalavé
	Socio- educative  animation with  children 

	ASTO 13


	13/08 to 03/09/08
	Kouma Adame  
	School session 

	ASTO 14


	16/08 to  06/09/08
	Danyi Yikpa
	School session  and Socio- educative  animation with  children 


CONTEXT AND JUSTIFICATION OF THE PROJECT
The world does not remain motionless and the needs and the interests of the children change. Our projects more than are ever centralized on the children who they are with or without handicap. ASTOVOT knows from now on that the children can and must take to an increasingly active part in the processes of development at Community level "the child is the father of the man" said English poet WORDSWORTH
ASTOVOT wants to encourage the children, "to show us their dreams to forget forever how the things are today". It is accordingly that we want by an adaptive approach i.e. to cause in the children their potential of comprehension and resolution of the problems by the implementation of the educational socio activities.
By educational animation socio with the children a dynamic by and for the children must be able to allow an awakening and a responsibilisation of the community on the identified priority problems. It is thus logical that the children are listened, that their positions are taken with serious and that they draw to cause their own changes. Also the children have an immense capacity to learn but especially to teach with their pars just like with their elder.
General objective: 

To support the development and the blooming of the child by means of the instructive and ludic activities.
Specific objectives 

- To organize with the children of the play activities and instructive. 

- To allow the children to pass from the useful and advantageous holidays 

- To allow the children to take an increasingly active share in the process of development on the level of their community. 

- To mobilize and frame the children in various workshops of work according to the age: workshop tells, workshop music, workshop newspaper, environment, theatre, gym and sport.....

 - To support psychologically and materially mentally handicapped person children.
This kind of workcamp is open to volunteers who are able to work with children and will be capable to accept their particularities. They will have to supervise the children and lead them by giving them general knowledge, and notions on health through games and playful situations that will educate them. The children will be led in that way enable them to discover another way of learning

General activities

The activities generally consist in leading the children in the different groups: drawing, painting and modelling group; singing and dancing group; singing and dancing group; tale and sketch group etc

The volunteers will have to work five hours time in the morning. They are free in the afternoon when they could exchange their knowledge with the local population. Volunteers are invited to carry with them some games and anything that can contribute to lead the children. They can even present typical cultural aspects of their countries (songs, dances, games)

 The volunteers can also participate to community activities as sensitization about how to promote local development about hygiene and environment protection for their free time. 

Social and Educational Workcamp with Mentally Handicapped Children Of Envol Center in Kpalime

 The workcamp ASTO 10 special because of the children who are mentally handicapped persons .So volunteers have of show much availability and suppleness.

The remark is that these mentally handicapped are neglected in our local community.

The mental handicapped children have not good places and situation in our society and are passed for charge or curs for their families

The goal of the organisation of ENVOL is to help the handicapped child to integrate his society by sending him to school and giving him professional training according to his qualifications ENVOL tries to get for the child better conditions which can help him to lead himself as fine as possible 

But we remark that the children haven’t enough care during the summer holidays and their health is also often not good. It is important to take actions for the good education and training of those children in order to secure them the best future This WORKCAMP is initiated by ASTOVOT in partnership with ENVOL to palliate at the degradation of their situation during the holidays.

Everybody who recognized the particularity of those children and devoted for their case can join this plan.

This program wants to keep the children in good condition during the holiday.

The activity

The volunteers would participate for these activities like:

·  to guide the children in different activities.

· Work with children in the different workshops: modelling workshop: making of different things for drawing, games, talk, tales and songs dance and music.

· the volunteers can presented typical cultural aspects of their country as songs, and can participate to community activities as sensitization about how to promote local development about hygiene and environment protection for their free time. 

TYPE II WORKCAMP OF SCHOOL SESSION
The education in Togo has to face a lot of problems, because the social and political crisis disturbed the normal course of the academic years. To solve this problem, the committee of summer work camp 2000 has proposed school work camps to fulfil unfinished syllabus and give further explanations on chapters not well understood to assure a good beginning of the school term in primary and secondary schools. This support is important for the students of rural areas who have less advantage compared to students in towns. Besides, the lessons solve partially the conspicuous lack of school material. 

Volunteers will work five hours daily especially in the morning. They can add social and educational activities with the children in the afternoons. School equipment is given to the students and schools at the end of the workcamp

The Activity

This type of workcamp consists in teaching primary and secondary students in basic subjects: French, Maths, English, Physics, German and General knowledge.

Depending on group the volunteers, may be, and would participate for these activities like:
· To guide the children in different activities.

· To work with children in the different workshops: modelling workshop: making of different things for drawing, games, talk, tales and songs dance and music.

· the volunteers can presented typical cultural aspects of their country as songs, and can participate to community activities as sensitization about how to promote local development about hygiene and environment protection for their free time. 

Localities descriptions

 KPALIME
 The town of Kpalimé inhabits around 80000 people. Here, you can find a post-office, telephone, fax, internet, a hospital, a market, banks, video clubs, hotels, bars and restaurants that offer traditional as well as European food and a swimming pool. It is a friendly town situated in 250m altitude. We will visit the arts centre and the weaving-ateliers of Kpalimé. 

Taking the route to Kpando up the mountains, you are passing cascades, woods of teak and lush vegetation. After some 11km, one reaches Kloto in 600m altitude. One can make a stop in the comfortable campement where a restaurant, bar and sculptures can be found. 

Passing some goats, you reach Missahohé, a picturesque site dominated by the Mount Kloto (960m), from where you have magnificent views over Kpalimé and Mount Agou.

One can ask to visit the Chateau Hausberg, promenade through the beautiful forest of Yoh and see its cascades, numerous flowers, pineapples and wild mangos.

KOUVE

 Kouve is a big agglomeration in Tagbligbo far from Lomé about 65kilometres. This village has his speciality; you can find how the inhabitant makes the local alcohol call “SODABI”. You can find the local dancing group and you will be enjoyed in participating the main population activities. Don’t forget that you’ll meet the typical product of Africa Such as banana, orange, avocados. 

AGOU KÉBO DALAVÉ 

Agou Kébo Dalavé is a locality that is known for its particular mountainous geography and Togo’s highest summit, le Pic d’Agou at 986m altitudes.

The population, essentially peasants and merchants offers a remarkable hospitality.

Agou Kébo Dalavé is also special because of the diversity of its cultures and its tropical fruits. By this village, you can get access to other beautiful villages for the area.
The population, essentially consisting of peasants, offers a remarkable hospitality.

Agou is also special because of the diversity of its cultures and its tropical fruits. The village of Agou itself inhabits 2000 people.

KOUMA ADAME  

As a village in a mountainous region, Kouma Adame is situated at 774m altitudes and is 20km away from Kpalimé. It has a fresh climate and lush vegetation. The share of young people in the population of Kouma Adame is exceptionally high. 
Most of the 1500 inhabitants live from peasantry.

You will have the possibility to visit the cave of bats (a bat being also the totem of the village) and the water falls of Yoh and Agomé-Tomegbe.
 Tropical fruits are waiting there for you!

DANYI YIKPA
Danyi is a mountainous region that is known for its plateaus and its tropical climate. It is also a region full of a variety of fruits and natural sights like the cascade of Yikpa. Its population is essentially young and lives from peasantry and agriculture

TYPE III

WORKCAMP OF CONSTRUCTION, RENOVATION AND CULTURE

Board 2 : Construction of latrines &  artistic production
	CODE
	PERIOD
	LOCALITY
	TYPE

	ASTO 1
	16/06 to  05/07/08
	Kpalimé
	Construction of latrines & Reafforestation in Youth Center 

	ASTO 3


	15/07 to 04/08/08
	Tové, KLOTO
	Social mobilisation sensitization against STDs/HIV/AIDS 

	ASTO  4


	17/07 to 06/08/08
	Kpalimé, KLOTO 
	Construction of latrines &  artistic production 

	ASTO 5


	19/07 to 08/08/08
	Agrippa-Todzi, KLOTO
	Construction of nursery school (continuation )

	ASTO 6


	21/07 to 10/08/08
	Balanka , TCHAMBA
	Library Renovation &  artistic production


In this sort of work camp, not only the volunteers will renovate school buildings and libraries but they will also join together their various cultures which must be set to the social goal. The volunteers must be ready to go deeply in the culture of the village in order to bring out knowledge in artistic ways such as: mural painting production of notices, theatre and sketches.

The activities 

- Renovating social, educational and sanitary infrastructures: volunteers will essentially do building work, woodwork and painting

- Preparing and leading a group of painting and discussion with young people of the village on current topics such as children exploitation; environment protection; girls education; AIDS writing and producing a theatre that may educate the population. This kind of workcamp often ends with showing of the works of the group of village painting, theatre production, dance and percussion, batik, ceramic….

TYPE IV

WORKCAMP OF CONSTRUCTION

This type of workcamp consists in constructing social and collective equipment namely: youth centre of entertainment, public latrines, libraries and school buildings. The local population will help the volunteers to achieve the goal, which is to alleviate the lack of social, educational and sanitary infrastructures mural areas.

The activities:

The volunteers will have to pick up sand and gravel, make bricks, build foundations and walls the volunteers will work 5hours in the morning. The are free in the afternoons, then they can make cultural activities with the local population by that time

Localities descriptions

AGRIPPA-TODZI

Agrippa-Todzi is situated not far from the international road lead to the Togo- Ghana border near Kpalimé town. The name of this village implies its touristy aspect since it is situated on a hill in its impressive greenery and a mild climate. With a population coming from two different cultural backgrounds, Agrippa Todzi is used to intercultural exchange and offers great hospitality to strangers.

The population consists mostly of peasants and has a high share of young people who are willing to develop their surrounding milieu 

BALANKA
BALANKA is a village situated in the Central Region of Togo and far to 400 km from Lomé. The population is round 8330 inhabitants. The village is not far from Benin (5 Km). The population lives from agriculture.
TYPE V

ENVIRONMENTAL WORKCAMP REAFFORESTATION, FORESTRY, AGROFORESTRY, ECOLOGICAL AWARENESS, PREPARATION OF NURSERY


Board 3 : Reafforestation/Environment and environmental protection
	CODE
	PERIOD
	LOCALITY
	TYPE

	ASTO 1
	16/06 to 05/07/08
	Kpalimé, KLOTO
	Construction of latrines & Reaforestation in Youth Center

	ASTO 7


	24/07 to 13/08/08
	Togoville , VO
	Reafforestation/Environment

	ASTO 8


	26/07to 15/08/08
	Gapé, ZIO
	Reafforestation/Environment


Volunteers will have to prepare together with farmers of the village nurseries of fertilizing and forest species, this to prepare the coming season of reforestation. During the camping volunteers will have to make farmers aware of the ravages of anarchic bush fire of which the projects of reforestation already realize by ASTOVOT are victims. The volunteers will also have to plant some, trees. Volunteers will organize activities on environmental education for children in order to make the work already done last forever

The activities

Filling of sachets, putting nurseries in the sachets and watering them, land clearance, planting the seedlings. Volunteers will have to work 5hours per day. The are free in the afternoons when they can deal with cultural activities with the villagers

Localities descriptions

TOGOVILLE 

As a historical town that gave its name to the nowadays country of Togo, Togoville was the place where the Germans signed a treaty of protectorate with African authorities in 1884.

This town is the source of the Voodoo culture and other traditional rites. The reforestation-project in which you will participate is for the protection of the coast of Lac Togo and of a historically important place. Lac Togo is one of the biggest lakes in Western Africa and it is the biggest of Togo. The city of Togoville is situated 30km to the east of Lomé on the way to Cotonou and inhabits around 5000 people. 

GAPE
This village is located at 75 km approximately of Kpalimé and is located in the prefecture of Zio. The Gapé center is agglomeration gathering more than 130 villages Gapé Akpakpedomé is one of the villages whose dynamism of the Clubs of the mothers is to be encouraged. These women want to deal with themselves because of the economic socio difficulties, which they have with the daily newspaper. They already initiated a village case» local saving bank” and want to create green spaces for their daily need and financial autonomy.
ASTOVOT wants to support and accompany this woman group for more increased women empowerment. The Gapé center is well-known to Togo for her large plantations of palm trees but which today are cut down with the daily newspaper under the blow of poverty for the production of local alcohol hear "Togo gin".
Our action at the village of Gapé Akpakpedomé would be also an action of environmental education for an increased awakening of the natural environment. A village community respecting user-friendliness awaits you.
TYPE VI  

SOCIO-EDUCATIONAL: SOCIAL MOBILISATION SENSITIZATION AGAINST STDS/HIV/AIDS

Board 4 : Social mobilisation sensitization against STDs/HIV/AIDS

	CODE
	PERIOD
	LOCALITY
	TYPE

	ASTO 2


	12/07 to  01/08/08
	Agotimé Nyitoe, KLOTO
	Social mobilisation sensitization against STDs/HIV/AIDS

	ASTO 9


	01/08 to 21/08/08
	Assahoun, AVE
	Social mobilisation sensitization against STDs/HIV/AIDS


After the successful realisation of work camps on the topic of STDs/HIV/AIDS in the last four years, ASTOVOT continues to sensitize people in the villages with discussions, games and theatre plays on this theme. At the end of the work camp, the volunteers and the young people of the village will put a theatre play on stage together. Also, the volunteers will prepare young people of the village to further educate kids in the schools on the topic of STDs/HIV/AIDS after the camp has finished.

The volunteers can provide themselves with the capote, fémidom and with posters for the campaign.

The activity

After getting a training from a specialise physician, the volunteer will get involved on local approaches about social mobilisation against STD/VIH/AIDS in rural community in Togo.

They will identify local association working in this field or young people.

They’ll give them training to them and for that young in local community will become peers educator.

The work will consist on going house to house to discuss with people and learning a theatre which be presented at the end of the camp to the general public.

 AGOTIME NYITOE 
Agotimé Nyitoé is located in Agou district and far about 35km from Kpalime. Through this village, you can go straight to Ghana.

The climate is the same as Agou and Kpalime area.

ASSAHOUN
Assahoun is small town located at the center of the axis Kpalimé-Lome.

 It is a crossroads city with a very hospital population.

 For more than two decades, Assahoun was useful as a city locates where ASTOVOT organizes its training week end for volunteers.

The implementation of this project would make it possible to the ASTOVOT to be able to make the follow-up of the old projects in the city.
You can also visit many villages and go easily go to Ghana.
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