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NZ understands the Pacific region, Ms Hobbs says

14 JANUARY 2004 PORT LOUIS (Pacnews) --- New Zealand says it genuinely recognise the special vulnerabilities of its Pacific neighbours and will work within its institution to provide financial assistance.

Marian Hobbs, NZ’s Minister for Environment attending the small island developing states (SIDS) meeting in Mauritius told the plenary session that her country understands the physical, social, economic and environment vulnerabilities of Pacific island nations.

Ms Hobbs, who’s travelled widely in the region said because of this understanding, New Zealand’s development assistance, through NZAID will be based on mutual respect.

“Our Pacific neighbours know what they are doing and where they are going. That is why we work within their institutions.

“We may provide the paddle, but they steer their own waka (boats),” said Ms Hobbs.

Ms Hobbs also urged the international community and development partners to understand the ‘realities of the extent of vulnerabilities in these islands.’

“No one is asking for continued dependence on aid money but just simply to understand them – the difficulties of their smallness, isolation, high costs of communication and the difficulties of traveling within these countries.” Ms Hobbs said.

She said this is one of the reasons Pacific Island Countries are asking for targeted special preferential status be given to them.

For the first time, Cook Islands new Prime Minister, Jim Marurai addressed the international meeting with two messages – to include culture and heritage as part of its sustainable development focus and achieve sustainable tourism development by strengthening its tourism planning, management and international promotion.

“We call on our partners to assist us in the mobilization of resources and technical assistance to ensure sustainable tourism practices.

“We need to continue to preserve our culture as well as promote culture and eco-tourism for our economic development.

PM Marurai also called on countries that have not ratified the Kyoto Protocol – Australia and the United States in particular to do so…PNS (ENDS)

Samoa remains on LDC list

14 JANUARY 2004 PORT LOUIS (Pacnews) --- Samoa remains a least developed country (LDC) until a decision is made by the Economic and Social Commission (ECOSOC) of the United Nations.

The decision was made after some discussion on the issue at the small island developing states (SIDS) meeting in Mauritius this week.

A senior Pacific negotiator told PACNEWS when the issue was brought up, it was agreed that the international meeting had no mandate to discuss the issue.

Only ECOSOC is the competent authority that decides on graduation of countries from LDC status.

ECOSOC is a 54-member body that operates within the UN body. It is responsible for the economic and social issues for all UN member countries.

Samoa was among three countries identified to graduate. Maldives and Cape Verde have graduated from being an LDC country…PNS (ENDS)

UNESCO lead role in establishment of tsunami warning centres

14 JANUARY 2004 PORT LOUIS (Pacnews) --- UNESCO director general, Koichiro Matsuura says Pacific Island nations that have not joined the Pacific Tsunami Warning System must do so now.

The Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre is based in Hawaii and only covers Australia, Fiji, Cook Islands, New Zealand and Samoa.

Most Pacific Island Countries have not joined the Hawaii Tsunami Centre, which operates under the auspices of the International Oceanographic Commission (IOC).

Mr Matsurra told PACNEWS that disaster preparedness must become an integral part of sustainable development policies in Small Island Developing States (SIDS).

“UNESCO is advocating that the tsunami warning system in Hawaii for the South West Pacific region must be model for other regions – the Indian Ocean, Caribbean and Mediterranean.”

“Off course it’s difficult to foretell when we will have another tsunami like the one we just had in the Indian Ocean. In the Indian Ocean there have been two tsunamis in the past – one 100 years ago caused by a volcanic eruption off the coast of Indonesia and another one 200 years ago.

“But this does not necessarily mean, we will have 100 years of tranquility in the Indian Ocean. We have to be vigilant and other regions that have not had tsunamis should be ob alert.”

UNESCO has taken the lead role in the move to establish sub regional tsunami warning systems in the Indian Ocean…PNS (ENDS)

Shipping states hijack negotiations on radioactive shipment, says PCRC
15 JANUARY 2005 PORT LOUIS (Pacnews) --- Pacific governments have been urged to follow the example of Chile and declare their exclusive economic zones (EEZs) as nuclear free zones.

The call has come from the Pacific Concerns Resource Centre (PCRC) after what it calls a ‘disappointing’ show by Pacific leaders at the Mauritius Small Island Developing States (SIDS) on the shipment of radioactive wastes through the region.

Neil Netaf, a spokesman for PCRC told PACNEWS that no Pacific leader made any strong intervention on this on-going serious environment and economic damaging issue for the region.

“Listening to statements made by leaders at the plenary session, no one made any strong stance on the cessation of shipments through the Pacific.

“This is another indication that Pacific leaders are not committed to the future welfare and livelihoods of their peoples.” Mr Netaf said.

The final text was ‘watered down’ and is a clear indication that the shipping states, Japan, France and the United Kingdom have hijacked the negotiations, Mr Netaf added.

In the final text, SIDS countries are required to address their concerns through dialogue and consultation with shipping states.

These concerns include the further development and strengthening, within the appropriate fora of international regulatory regimes to enhance safety, disclosure, liability, security and compensation in relation to such transport…PNS (ENDS)
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