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Lonely ship-breakers sitting
atop ticking AIDS bomb

By Harit Mehta - . . '
Tines News NeTworik Disturbing figures

Alang . - (BhaVnagar):
Alang, the world’s biggest
ship-breaking yard, may be.
a ticking AIDS bomb, wait-
ing to explode.

" So far, 75 confirmed HIV
cases have been reported in

" Bhavnagar's Sir T Hospital
__ the only voluntary courl- ] . : ‘
i - B - 4 s and the final figure was around 39 per cent-are be-
selling and testing centreIn . ..4qinty much higher. tween 18-25 years and 46 per

the district: While the agen-
cies active in Alang-Sosiya

~ Dr Vaishnav said a pro- cent belong to the 25-45 age.
f : oS jection carried out by an bracket. “The problem is
: zgggshézg%gggﬁogfeﬁw AIDS expert from the New compounded by the fact.
o ” S York-based Albert Finstein that- there are very few
Dr Niloo Vaishnay, chair- - School of Medicine showed. women in the area. This
man of Bhavnagar blood that the prevalence of the nmalkes the area even more
bank, which runs Project infection could be as high trouble-prone asfar aspass-
Aids Alang (PAA) with the 55 per cent in Alang. This ing the infection is’ con-
help of Gujarat State Aids js perhaps the highest _cerned,” says Mahesh-Jani,
Control Society (GSACS) prevalence  of M1V “any- . project officer of PAA.
_says, “The incidence of wherein Gujarat.. " ¥ He says besides multiple- -
HIV cases 1s very high in  Alanghasapopulation of ~partner sexual activity, un-
 Alang. Of the 3,500 people  around 40,000 malemigrant organised prostitution and
who have come for volun- 1abourers from Orissa, Bi-- rampant homosexuality
taryblood testingin thelast par, Uttar Pradesh and are also important factors.
four years, around 38 havé  West Bengal. Most of them - “1t has been observed that
tested positive.” leave their families behind sex workers from Sut”
Accordingto GSACS offi- to come here to earn a liv- rounding villages come

cials, the cases recorded ing. And almost all of them here, many of them under -
with them are only those belong to the sexually-ac- the pretext of selling veg-
‘tested at governmenthospi— tive age group of 1845 — etables, fruits,” says Jani.
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