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Experts wise up to ;

Alang’s problems

A Unesco-sponsored meet will discuss ‘wise
coastal practices’ for this environmentally
fragile coastline in Gujarat

by V K CHAKRAVARTI

HE Paris-based Unesco has decided to
extend its global project on ‘Wise Coastal
Practices for Sustainable Human Devel-
opment' to the Alang and Sosia Ship-Breaking
Yard (ASSBY). This yard is the biggest in the

world and lies on the 1,600 km long Gujarat.

coastline.

Unescohassponsored atwo-day workshopat
Bhavnagar on July 27 and 28 for forward plan-
ning of a pilot project on the coastal manage-
mentof ASSBY. The workshop will alsoestablish
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it could contribute toward the betterment ol' the
economy andsocial upliftof the Bhal region,
stretches of flat brackish land where nor‘evqn
£rass grows.

Unesco chief Dirk Troost is qcheduleé 10
come from Paris just to attend the workshop,
other invites being Sudarshana, former Plan-
ning Commission deputy chairman Y K Alagh,
former IPCL chairman Hasmukh Shah,
Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda vice-
chancellor Anil Kane, former BU vice-chancel-
lor Vidyut Joshi and Dholera Port project (DPL)
general manager Vinal Saxena.
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understand, define and validate wise coastal
practices under the supervision of R Sudar-
shana, EDG member, during May-July 1999.

Sudarshana’s underlying philosophy Iis:
“Since industrialisation of coasts is Inevitable,
why notallow practical visiontoshapethefuture
through wise development practices?”

One fallout of the EDG was a site on the
Dholera Port as “the beginning of wise (develop-
ment) practices”, which attracted global atten-
tion and prompted Unesco specialist L A

Mandallntovisitthepo,rtsiteandasscsshowbest .

activities in and around the site during the last
three years and particularly during the recent
drought. The activitics were taken up under the
aegis of the National Council for Civil Liberties
(NCCL) and included supplying free water to
nearby villages through tankers and deepening
ponds in eight villages tostore rainwater.

The Unesco project was part of the global
Agenda 21, endorsed by the UN Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED) in
Brazil in 1992, which called for sustainable
development of coasts and small islands. *




