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1. Introduction

Small Islands Voice

Small Islands Voice (SIV) is an inter-regional initiative focusing on small islands – both small island developing states, and islands with other affiliations – in the Caribbean, Pacific and Indian Ocean regions. SIV is supported by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) platform for Environment and Development in Coastal Regions and Small Islands (CSI). The goal of CSI is to develop wise practices for the management and prevention of conflicts over coastal resources and values.  The focus is on enhancing sustainable living in coastal regions and small islands, by mainstreaming integrated approaches and inter-sectoral cooperation, and advancing actions on priority areas identified by the Programme of Action for Small Island Developing States and other multilateral agreements and action plans.  The SIV initiative seeks to overcome the isolation of small islands by building capacity and strengthening internal, regional and inter-regional communication, by (i) obtaining islanders’ views and opinions on environment-development issues at the local level through community-initiated activities supported by radio, television and print media; (ii) debating these views among a larger audience through Internet-based discussions; and (iii) seeking the views of young islanders on environment-development issues.

Project Overview

The aim of this present project was to actively involve community members in the Cook Islands, particularly young people, by exploring their views, perceptions and concerns about living on the islands.  Data were developed under three main headings: Environment, Development and Tourism. The project report includes both visual and written documentation that has been collated and analysed with the intention of providing an opportunity for the participants’ ideas, views and concerns to be the focus.

This was a joint project between the CSI SIV project team and Monash University.  The Monash University project team included Dr Karen Malone, Senior Lecturer in Science and Environmental Education and Dr Julie Edwards, Senior Lecturer in Social, Cultural and Civics Education.  The Monash team enlisted the voluntary support of student teachers who were on field placement in primary schools in Rarotonga.  Included in the project activities were meetings with key persons and surveys of trainee teachers at the Teacher Training College. The team also visited Aitutaki, a smaller outer island, to the north of Rarotonga, where children, youth and community members completed surveys. 

 Project Method

A variety of activities and data collection methods were conducted over a three-week period at two locations in the Cook Islands. The majority of time was spent on Rarotonga where the student teachers and project team members conducted surveys with children in primary schools throughout the island. Children from five schools in villages participated in the surveys, these included Arorangi school, Arorangi; Takitumu school, Matavera; Avatea school and Nikao Maori school, Nikao; and Avarua, school, Avarua.  Much of the school-based data collection was conducted during normal classroom programs and data collection was extended beyond the formal survey. (An example of a child’s worksheet from Arorangi primary school is included in Appendix II). Young people enrolled in teacher-education at the local Teacher Training College also participated in a survey and professional development activity, exploring their concerns and ideas about their island home. Dr Malone visited a second location, Aitutaki, where a sample group of community members and secondary and primary students participated in the project. This was to ensure both the rural and more urban perspectives were included. Throughout the data collection phases, survey forms were available so the community could also contribute to the study. Copies of the survey forms are provided in Appendix III. In addition to the survey, the project team conducted meetings with key persons in government departments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the media, in both Rarotonga and Aitutaki. The results of these discussions and the information obtained through analysis of local and overseas press material have been included in the general background information framing the report. A list of participants in these meetings is available in Appendix I. The following table is an overview of the data collection methods.

	Data collection method
	Rarotonga
	Aitutaki

	Children’s surveys
	93
	21

	Children’s drawings/maps
	73
	21

	Community survey
	9
	8

	Youth survey
	6
	9

	Key meetings
	16
	2


Table 1.1 Overview of Data Collection Methods

Participants

Participation in the project was entirely voluntary. Participation was usually in the form of a short survey, and with the children the additional drawing of a picture/map of the local area. Those children involved in the project in Rarotonga schools had the opportunity to participate more freely across a variety of collection methods. The following table provides a breakdown of the participants by location and age. 

	Age 
	Aitutaki
	Rarotonga
	Total

	Children
	
	
	

	8
	
	8
	8

	9
	
	46
	46

	10
	7
	10
	17

	11
	14
	29
	43

	Children Total
	21
	93
	114

	Youth 
	
	
	

	15-17
	6
	
	

	18-20
	3
	6
	9

	Youth Total
	9
	6
	15

	Community 
	
	
	

	21-30
	3
	6
	9

	31-40
	1
	3
	4

	41-60
	2
	
	2

	60+
	2
	
	2

	Community Total
	8
	9
	17

	Overall Total
	38
	108
	146


Table 1.2: Participants’ Details 
2. Background Cook Islands

Geography and Demographics

The Pacific nation of Cook Islands comprises 15 islands spread over 2.2 million square kilometres of ocean in the middle of the South Pacific. The islands are located south of the equator and slightly east of the International Date Line. The Cook Islands consists of two main groups, the northern group and the southern group. The southern group is made up of nine, mainly high, raised islands with three real atolls.  The southern group islands are Rarotonga, Mangaia, Atiu, Mitiaro, Mauke, Aitutaki, Manuae, Palmerston and Takutae. The northern group consists of five atolls, Penrhyn, Manihiki, Pukapuka, Rakahanga and Suwarrow, and one cay (bank of coral), named Nassau. The population is approximately 18,900. The figures from the most recent census indicate that this number could be steadily declining as this Radio Australia recorded account identifies:

Just released figures from last year’s census indicate a continuing national population decline. On December 1, 2001, 18,027 people were counted, indicating a 5.6 percent decline over the 1996 census tally. Radio Australia Recording, January 22, 2002

In a more recent government report on youth, it was reported that the decline of the general population had actually reached as low as 14,600. A sizeable proportion of the population, around 44%, lives on the outer islands. The majority of the population lives in the southern group with Rarotonga comprising between 8-9,000 people and Aitutaki approximately 2,000. Fifty-nine percent of the population lives in an urban location with an annual growth rate of the urban population being less then 1%.  The country has an Overseas Development Assistance inflow of NZ$ 6 million per year into its economy
. Last year (2001) the foreign debt projection for the 2001/2002 financial year was listed at $121.6 million, with $400,000 in domestic debt, for a total of $ 122 million in borrowings. This figure could be as high as $126 million according to the budget released in the middle of this year. Much of the foreign debt is made up from the interest and capital from the late 1980s when the government borrowed about $70 million from Italy to build a five-star resort at Vaimaanga. Commonly referred to as the ‘Sheraton’, the project resulted in a half completed shell and almost half the money going missing. The government also continues to build the debt reserve to make up for the $11.8 million loaned from the Asian Development Bank, and deemed ‘missing’.

Location of the Cook Islands
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Image 1 (above): Cook Islands location in the Pacific

Image 2 (right): Location of the fifteen islands of the Cook Islands (www.ck/geog.htm)
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Rarotonga is the largest island with a land area of 67.2 km2, the smallest is Suwarrow at only 0.4km2 with no inhabitants. Aitutaki is also one of the larger islands with a land area of 19.1km2. Unlike Rarotonga, a high raised volcanic island, Aitutaki is an atoll made up of 15 motu (islands) - the majority of local islanders live on the larger main island, the other 14 motu are mainly small and uninhabited.  Cook Islands is a country of extreme differences with the highest peak of Rarotonga soaring 653 metres about the Pacific and the six atolls making up the northern group being slivers of land so close to the ocean level that a rise of sea level of two metres would inundate them.  To give some idea of size, it is as far from the southernmost island Mangaia, to the northernmost, Penrhyn, as it is from London to Naples. For many islanders living in the north, their associations and ties are more closely linked to Samoan society then Rarotongan life.

Culture  

The people of the Cook Islands, like other indigenous peoples of this huge Pacific region are known generically as Maori. The islands were populated by a migratory flow of people from southeast Asia around 4,000 BC. Travelling east in double-hulled canoes these early Polynesians spread out across the Pacific and eventually made up the great cultural triangle of Hawaii, Easter Island and New Zealand.  Polynesian inhabitants developed their own shared culture both similar and different to that of other islands. 

Artistic endeavours have always been a powerful part of the Cook Islands culture. Although many of the raw materials such as palms, wood, stone, coral, bone and shell are similar in all the islands, distinctive styles and patterns have evolved due to the isolation. Traditional ceremonies that included dancing and drumming survived the strictures of missionaries, and have become an international commodity with many young Cook Islander dancers and musicians performing at festivals around the world.  The hair cutting ceremony, a traditional custom that had its origins in the pre-Christian era, is an adolescent rite of passage for boys. The boy’s hair was left long when they were younger so a warring tribe would mistake them for a girl; it was only after they were deemed capable of fighting as a warrior that the hair cutting ceremony was performed. This custom along with others is being revived. Cook Islands culture was predominantly an oral tradition and has only recently emerged in the written form with many artists and writers publishing the wealth of past customs and culture. 

The newly created Ministry of Cultural Development has been specifically charged with the task of restoring and retaining the oral tradition before it is lost.  The Ministry of Cultural Development is very unique as it includes the National Museum, the National Performing Arts, the National Department of Anthropology and the area of National Archives.  The newly built National Museum of Cultural Development, Library and Performing Arts Auditorium precinct in Avarua, Rarotonga, is the home of the Ministry staff and the hub of the their activities. 
Education and Technology

Education is free and compulsory for all children living in the Cook Islands from the ages of 6 to 15 years. In conjunction with the government funded system there are also a number of church-based primary and secondary schools that provide alternative educational settings.  Teaching at the primary level is carried out in both English and Maori, so all children are bilingual from an early age. Secondary education is conducted in English. Loss of native language has been a concern for the Ministry of Cultural Development, who believe many parents are speaking English at home to encourage children to be prepared for employment opportunities in the tourist industry. To counter this it has become compulsory that many of the early years programs are taught entirely in Cook Island Maori. The educational materials and models are based on the New Zealand curriculum, although there are strong moves towards developing a Cook Island curriculum with supporting resources and materials, especially items such as children’s reading books, in Cook Island Maori.  The majority of teachers were trained in New Zealand or are New Zealanders, but with the re-opening of the Teacher Training College in Rarotonga three years ago there are now more locally trained teachers coming into the system. All the outer islands have primary schools with only Aitutaki and Rarotonga having high schools.  All students, other than those in Aitutaki, must travel to the main island to live while completing their high school education.  For many young people this can be a very daunting task after living on the quiet outer islands in close nurturing village communities. The difficulties for children in this situation are reflected in the school retention rates. The nation has a 97% success rate of enrolment of primary school for both boys and girls, yet by year five the percentage of primary school entrants who are retained has dropped to 61%.  In junior secondary years there is also a huge drop out rate (up to 50%) slightly less for girls than boys. School drop outs are especially prevalent on the outer islands. 

Increased technology and communication facilities has helped to increase opportunities for children living on the outer islands, but because of the cost of telephone lines and usage, and the slow connection times, it still hasn’t become viable to consider distance education opportunities for secondary age children or for community education.  There are 1,100 Internet dial-up customers on Rarotonga which is quite large for a population of only 8,000.  Aitutaki has a dial up number of 40. All services from Telecom Cook Islands (telephone, fax and internet) go via satellite to the other islands, with each island having its own transmitter, aerial and masts.  Internet costs on Rarotonga are between NZ$ 2 and 7 per hour depending on usage. In the outer islands this cost increases dramatically as you move further away from the capital – for example in Aitutaki the cost for Internet access is $1.00 a minute.  

Currently in the Cook Islands the number of radio sets per 1,000 population is 711 and television 193 (approximately 1:5). This is relatively high compared to somewhere like Fiji (which also has quite a high urbanised population) where the number is 636 for radio per 1,000 population and 27 for television (UNICEF 2002).  This high number of televisions per capita is most likely representative of the unusual fact that Cook Islands, even though only a small nation, has its own private commercial television station.

According to an article in the Cook Island News on July, 2, 2002 a satellite television service was to commence in the Cook Islands in August 2002. The transmission is to be made possible by a commercial agreement between OPT in French Polynesia and Telecom Cook Islands. The contract will mean three English television channels will be available - CNN (24 hour news service), Turner Classic Movies and a cartoon network for children.  The service is primarily being set up to provide a television service in the outer islands which do not always have access to world news.  For a person in Rarotonga to receive the transmission they will need to purchase their own satellite dish, decoder and subscription. 

Children, Youth and Health

The Cook Islands are one of only six countries in the world that have not officially ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Basic United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) indicators of quality of life
 for children and youth growing up in the Cook Islands illustrate that compared to other small island nations, provision is good.  Unfortunately due to the lack of auditing data by the Cook Island government because it is not a ratified member of the CRC, UNICEF does not have information for all indicators.  Population statistics reveal 8,000 Cook Islanders are under the age of 18, 2,000 under five, with the population growth across the country in the past ten years being 1.1%.  Infant mortality for under-five’s has steadily been dropping over the past ten years (25% reduction) with the current rate being 24 in every 1,000 children not surviving beyond five years old. Cook Islands is 117
 on the under-five mortality rank globally, which is consistent with how other small island nations are ranked, for instance Fiji is ranked 120, Samoa 109, Palau 103 and Saint Kitts and Nevis 113. 

According to a draft government report prepared by the Ministry of Youth, Sport and Recreation in July 2002, youth in the Cook Islands are a disadvantaged group who encounter a variety of distinct challenges, one main challenge being the capacity to successfully enter the labour market.  The government has supported a variety of youth forums, and a youth policy strategy has been developed to guide further funding and support. The policy paper has not yet been publicly released, but critical issues identified within it include migration from the outer islands, education and training, leadership, labour force participation, teenage pregnancy, youth suicide, gangs, alcohol and drug abuse, sports and recreation and crime.  According to Annie Sukanaivalu, Youth Officer at the Ministry of Youth, Sport and Recreation, there has been little acknowledgement of the need to support youth in the Cook Islands until recently.  With the advent of a number of fatal car accidents, particularly one in March of this year when four young people, who had been drinking, were killed, and the increase in youth suicide, six young males from one village in Aitu committed suicide together also this year, there is evidence of a desperate need for youth workers. Currently the government employs only two fulltime staff members to deal with all the needs of youth in the nation, both are located in Rarotonga. The new policy outlines strategies to try and overcome the lack of support structures for youth particularly on the outer islands and suggests employing young people as youth officers who will liaise with the Ministry. Another possible strategy that is being considered is the development of a children and youth helpline that would be manned by trained counsellors. 

 In terms of sanitation and water sources, 100% of the population in urban and rural areas have access to improved drinking water and are using adequate sanitation facilities. This is substantially higher than many other Pacific nations. For instance, in Fiji only 47% of the population has access to improved drinking water and only 12% of the rural population has adequate sanitation facilities.  Filariasis and Dengue Fever are major vector borne diseases that in recent times have had the greatest impact on the health of Cook Islanders. A blood survey carried out in the Cook Islands in 1999 showed 162 of a group of 2,000 people carried the filariasis bug in their body. To date, there are four members of the Rarotongan community who are affected by elephantiasis, a severe symptom of filariasis. Recently Minister of Health, Peri Vaevae Pare, stated:  

‘We, in the Cook Islands are becoming more aware that vector borne diseases are on the rise and through the Public Health Division we have implemented strategies for mosquito control not only here in Rarotonga but also on our sister islands. Our home cleaning programme or as we call it here in the Cook Islands, ‘tutaka,’ ensures that our homes and living environments are kept clean so we do not give mosquitoes a chance to breed’. Cook Island News, August 21, 2002. 

Environment

Each of the 15 Cook Islands has its own unique identity strongly influenced by the physical environment, factors such as location, reefs, rock, soil, water and vegetation.  Due to this variety of topography, soils and rainfall, the flora of the Cook Islands shows enormous diversity.  From the primeval rainforests of Rarotonga’s interior to the sparse and unvaried vegetation of the northern atolls, flora and fauna are locally distinctive.  In Mauke, for instance, the otherwise rare maire vine is still harvested for its leaves, which are woven into garlands for the Hawaiian market where they have strong traditional significance especially in wedding ceremonies.  The coconut palm is the trademark flora of the Pacific and is an essential ingredient to life on the islands. From the making of soap, body lotions and candles from the oil in its flesh, to drinking the refreshing liquid of a green nut, to the use of the fronds for weaving of fans, baskets and kikao (hat), the coconut palm has been central to life on the Cook Islands. 

There is very limited fauna on the Cook Islands, mostly introduced species. Polynesian immigrants and colonists brought with them pigs, dogs, goats, horses and chickens, and the likely stowaways rats and lizards.  Fruit bats are indigenous. There are only 11 native species of land birds on the Cook Islands, increased human and cat populations and the introduction of the Indian mynah bird, threaten these fragile communities.  Additionally, the Cook Islands’ huge ocean sphere is home to countless sea birds that nest on the smaller, uninhabited islands such as Takutea and Suwarrow. Takutea has recently become a wildlife sanctuary and a vital predator-free breeding site for many terns, noddies, boobies, frigatebirds and tropicbirds. The kota’a, or great frigatebird that nests there has become an unofficial emblem for the Cook Islands. 

The Cook Islands government ratified the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) on the 5 December 1997 after a number of public demonstrations that saw the French President not being allowed to land on the island.  Indigenous groups in a traditional voka (canoe) were amongst the international string of protesting boats and received worldwide television coverage. Community members with the support of local and international NGOs have been strong advocates in the international environmental arena. The issue of climate change particularly has been the focus of much discussion in recent years. The following extract from an article by Melena Etches in the Cook Island News dated July 13, 2002 outlines some of the links being made between international issues like global warming, climate change, El Nino and traditional knowledge:

When porcupine fish are plentiful around the waters off Mangaia, it usually indicates that a tropical cyclone is looming. The unusual blooming of mangoes  is also a sign of rough, rainy weather, while ‘fleecy’ patterns of clouds in the sky point to a trough of low pressure in the area, and the arrival of rain in the next two or three days. These examples linking traditional knowledge signs and scientific data are something that the local meteorological office is keen on finding out more about as they document links on climate change. Met office director Arona Ngari says traditional knowledge has been around for a long time but has really only been recorded over the past 90 years. ‘Our elders learned that by observing different signs of nature, we have an indication of the type of weather that is to be expected in the near future,’ says Ngari. ‘Traditional elders have a great knowledge of the habits of nature, which usually occur in cycles. Even issues concerning our climate like rising sea level and El Niño, these are effects which will eventually threaten our environment.’ Ngari says he hopes that more traditional methods of determining weather and climate change will emerge that will be compiled, documented and researched.

Environmental issues such as energy use have made particular impact on the nation’s thinking, with the Cook Islands government making a strong commitment to sustainable energy use. According to the government reports, copra fuel, wind power and solar energy offer the greatest potential for future electricity generation.  Solar energy is extensively used throughout the Cook Islands especially in the northern islands where little or no access to other forms of energy generation is available. 

NGO organizations like Rarotonga Environmental Action Program (REAP) and Taporoporoanga Ipukarea Society (TIS) actively provide opportunities for children, youth and community members to engage in environmental discussions and actions. When the Environmental Bill was introduced into parliament earlier in 2002 the NGO groups were able to create substantial momentum through their public education campaign and public petition, as a result the Bill did not pass through parliament at its first sitting.  Bruce Gray from REAP believes that ‘having an Environment Bill is a worthwhile exercise but not this one!’ The main concern with the Bill according to ‘Viewpoint’, a free publication put together by collaborating NGOs and published in May 2002 in an effort to give a voice to the community, is its focus on regulation and control of the environment in standardized (albeit Rarotongan) fashion.  The following is a short extract from the Viewpoint paper:  

The People’s Voice

Rarotonga is not Aitutaki or Mangaia, Penrhyn or Pukapuka. No two islands are alike- neither in language, culture, tradition or environmental needs. Therefore it is important that each island decide what is best for it and its people keeping with the general environmental philosophy and guidelines. Let this diversity of culture, tradition, practices and environment be used as a strength rather than trying to fit everyone and everything on every island into one mould decided by one Minister. In the rush to save the environment government must make sure it does not trample the basic rights of the people.   Freedom is a precious commodity. Be it freedom to meet, freedom of speech or the freedom to own land and plant or build on that land as one desires. This Environment Bill, though perhaps admirable in its intention to protect the Cook Islands environment, is so poorly conceived and poorly written that it poses more of a threat, through its attempt to over regulate and control anyone and anything, everyone and everything on each and every island.  The Bill is a threat to both the environment it professes to protect and to individual freedoms and traditional rights. 

These NGOs, particularly TIS, were also very public in their campaign to Save Suwarrow Island from development.  Environmentalists were opposed to government plans to sell farming rights to Suwarrow, an uninhabited atoll south of Manihiki, with an even larger lagoon.  But world authorities like Birdlife International and the World Wildlife Fund have identified Suwarrow as one of the region’s vital bird colonies.  TIS President, Anna Tiraa, stated, ‘The government needs to prove its ability to manage the environment sustainably before seeking to develop other islands’.  This and other campaigns, according to Anna Tiraa had a positive spin-off, they helped to position the environmental groups not as radical tree-huggers, but as valuable and effective communicators who worked with and supported the Traditional Chiefs and their communities to have a voice. Other TIS programs include seabird breeding and revegetation, Earthwatch and the Save our Water campaign. The organization has 92 members, which is approximately 1% of Rarotongan population. As well as acting as the environmental watchdog and negotiator, these organizations provide services for school and community groups. Focusing on scientific, cultural, historical and social elements of the environment they work with schools often in conjunction with government departments and/or other national and international environmental agencies.  REAP, for example, has been very successful in its use of environmental awareness through environmental education programs, this was particularly evident with their recent recycling and litter reduction campaign. Many of the children in the schools spoke about the campaign and included ‘picking up rubbish’ as a daily after-school activity at their school and in their homes and community. 

Marine and Coastal Resources

The marine environment is a critical part of the lives of Cook Islanders, especially to those living in the outer islands. Ra’ui areas are the traditional answer to the question of conservation. The phrase ra’ui literally translates to ‘not to be touched’. In reality, visiting the ra’iu areas in the Cook Islands is allowed, as is swimming and snorkelling in the water, but no fish, coral, shellfish or other forms of life can be taken from these areas. 
Cook Islanders have always taken a primary role in the politics of ocean conservation, from the nuclear testing demonstrations to their more recent official participation and leadership in the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP). Cook Islands is an active member of the International Seabed Authority. The role of the Authority is to organize and control activities in the international seabed area, where national jurisdiction does not extend. It was given this task by the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, as refined by the 1994 Agreement relating to the implementation of Part XI (seabed provisions) of that Convention. It was reported in the news on July 16, 2002 that the Cook Islands government had signed a memorandum of understanding with SPREP for the establishment of a sea level change project on the island of Aitutaki. The project will monitor the effects of sea level rise and include a community awareness program on the possible consequences. The project will cost US$ 122,595 and is to be funded by the Canadian government. 

The Cook Islands has also been one of the first countries in the world to declare its exclusive economic zone (EEZ) a whale sanctuary and has led the way in the Pacific to declare the region a whale conservation area.  Taking control of the EEZ and regulating its use by foreign countries has been a critical achievement in addressing the question of sustainable use of the marine and coastal resources. As part of this plan for sustainable use of marine resources, the Cook Island government has for the past two years been supporting the development of its own fishing industry. Navy Epati, Secretary of Marine Resources, believes fishing could replace tourism and pearls as the greatest earner of revenue for the nation. The first steps towards this aim started with the cancelling of all foreign fishing licences without any options for renewal.  This could only be achieved through the support of the Australian government who have set up regular patrols in the EEZ to monitor the activities of foreign vessels in the vast 2.2 million square kilometres of ocean that make up the marine resources of the Cook Islands. 

To support the development of a viable fishing industry the government has been supporting local fisherman to develop co-operatives to purchase or lease fishing boats. The Cook Islands fishing industry recently acquired a 33-metre (about 109-feet) fishing boat, the Viking Spirit. The boat, which has a capacity of 80 to 100 tons and its own blast freezing equipment, is large enough to stay at sea for months at a time. It offloads most of its fish catch in Pago Pago, American Samoa. The Viking Spirit has been chartered from New Zealand by the Cook Islands Fishing Industry and has already created dramatic changes to the provision of fresh fish for markets on the islands.  In the past six months the price of fish in local markets has gone down from $ 25 to $ 5 a kilogram, and in the past two months fisherman have recorded exporting over 25 tons of fresh fish or half a million dollars worth of fish to local Pacific markets, particularly New Zealand.  The strategy is to create a sustainable yield of fishing, around 20,000 tons over the next two to three years with a fleet of around 30 local fishing boats working out of locations in the northern and southern regions.  This would still be well below the unknown quantity of possibly millions of tons of fish taken out of the region by Japanese, Chinese and Korean boats when they operated in the region. 

Development and Tourism

In the year 2000 the black pearl industry notched up a record high turnover of US$ 9 million. Pearls absolutely dominate exports in Cook Islands, with all other exports, including papayas, aquarium fish and clothing, barely scraping up US$ 1 million. Declared gross turnover in the Cooks for the year 2000 was US$ 172 million, most of it from tourism. 

Two developments led to the major shift from a natural resource based economy to a highly developed economy in the Cook Islands.  Firstly, there was the achievement of independence from New Zealand in 1965 and secondly, the completion of the international airport at Nikao on Rarotonga in 1973.  Cook Islanders soon realized they were well positioned for the tourist dollar as they had three of the main ingredients important to a successful tourism destination, physical environmental beauty, a tropical climate, and a naturally hospitable people.   Over 50,000 tourists visit the Cook Islands annually which is over twice the population of the country, and these visitors bring in approximately US$ 25,000,000 to the local economy.  As well as encouraging employment in local tourism industries, this has boosted the farmers and small business people and supported the development of social infrastructure such as medical centres, roads and banking. 

 Pearl farming in the Cook Islands is the country's second largest income earner -- after tourism.  But a disease in the large pearl lagoon at Manihiki in 2001 had a huge impact on the pearl industry, with many farmers going bust. Navy Epati, Secretary of Marine Resources for the Cook Islands, responding after the crisis stated that the big lesson learned from the disease outbreak was that the environment must come before development. ‘Manihiki showed us that if you don’t look after the environment it bites back big time. Then it will collapse.’  He added that, ‘There is no longer an environment versus development debate. That was back in the 1980s.  Today, only a fool debates development against the environment’.  On August 1st 2002, pearl farmers in the Cook Islands claimed the country's black pearl industry was in serious trouble and the government needed to take immediate action to stop a looming disaster. The farmers petitioned the government pleading for assistance to help them market their pearls overseas.  Navy Epati, has been working with pearl farmers to develop new systems of cooperation. He recommends drawing up the lagoon and the farms into 499 grids of 220 square metres, each containing an average of 8,000 shells. Grids would be laid down by readings from Global Positioning Satellite devices. In an industry that once saw Manihiki pearl farmers as the cowboys of the north, Navy Epati believes education and training will help to boost the industry and take it into the technological age. The lagoon, according to Navy Epati, could go from supporting the 1.5 million shells it had before the disease to upward of 4 million shells.  

Community Voices from the Outer Islands
Young trainee teachers who were residents of Rarotonga during their study course wrote the following descriptions of their home islands in the Cook Islands. 
Atiu – ‘My island is beautiful and is not far around to walk or ride around. It's got beautiful caves and friendly people’. Terangi, age 39, female.

Mangaia – ‘Mangaia is known as the best island for growing taro crops and pineapple plots. Mangaia Island has the best ways of welcoming people on their island and has their own culture’.  Ngatamaine, age 24, female. 

Manihiki – ‘Manihiki is known as the Mother Island of Black Pearls since Manihiki has produced pearls since 1985. The weather is always fine with a flow of soft wind breeze. You can get to Manihiki by ship which takes about 3-4 days’.  Joy , age 25, female.

Aitutaki – ‘Aitutaki is 15 beautiful small islands in the lagoon, representing the Cook Islands. It is as beautiful as the blue sky. Snorkelling in the lagoons, surrounded by corals full of living things. The land is full of different plants and people are sharing, caring and loving’.  Matario, age 19, female. 

The following sections present the results of the consultation with children, youth and communities living in Rarotonga and Aitutaki. 

3. Rarotonga Survey Results
Introduction

Rarotonga is the only true high island in the Cook Islands group. The extinct volcano is estimated to be 4.5 kilometres from ocean floor to summit. Rarotonga emerged from the sea two million years ago. Half a million years later the centre of the volcano collapsed, forming a caldera surrounded by peaks which became eroded into even more jagged shapes from weathering. The transportation of eroded material to the valley below has created a fertile ring of plains around the island.  The island has three main physical zones: the coastal zone, a small flat area hugging the edge of the island where most of the housing and commercial activities are located; next are the slope forests that extend from 50 metres to around 400 metres above sea level; and then the cloud forest that occupies that area from 400 metres to the mountain summit.
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Image 3: Children’s drawing of Rarotonga
My Island Home
Children’s views on my island home 

The following short essays written by children highlight the importance of the environment to the young people living there. When asked to describe their place, they talk not only of its physical aspects but also of the smells, feel and experience of being on the island. They believe it to be a safe and secure place where they don’t have to worry about war, fighting or violence. The children have a strong sense of identity, pride and ownership over their island home, often talking about their role in helping to keep the island clean and unpolluted by picking up rubbish and preserving the marine and conservation areas.   Their concerns about the future centre particularly on the impact of pollution and rubbish on the land and sea. They also have concern about their loss of culture and that when tourists come they need to ensure that there own culture is respected and not lost. In all this though the children have a keen desire to share their island home with visitors - so these visitors will also understand and know the beauty of their place. 

‘Rarotonga is a great island. It smells like perfume. It’s great because there is no killing, no drugs and no war.  It sounds like the wind blowing and it feels safe. It tastes like ice cream and mangos. Over here my life is perfect, why? Because I go to school in the morning and go home at night’.  Araitia, age 11, female. 

‘Our life in Rarotonga is good, beautiful and nice. In Rarotonga we have nice sandy beaches and nice blue sky over our sea. There are many people in Rarotonga from New Zealand, Aitutaki, Atiu, Mauke, Mangaia, USA and people from other places’.  Mata, age 11, female. 

‘I like my island because it has peace and it doesn’t have war, fighting and so forth. We have a bright star like the sunflower and smells like the rose. I play sport like rugby at school’.  Tangireka, age 11, male.
‘I live in an island paradise. The mountains are green and our culture is very interesting to see. The wildlife here is always wonderful to see especially when you see the conservation area. The bushes may be full of mosquitoes but it’s fantastic.’ Sally, age 11, female. 

‘Our island is beautiful with waterfall, beaches and the sea. When people come here they go for a swim in the sea. Rarotonga people have different church. But the waterfall in Rarotonga is beautiful with fish.  Our island is beautiful, wonderful and good. But we Rarotngans are good to papuas. Then the sea is cool for the papuas’. Ann-nia, age 11, female. 

‘Our island has the most beautiful, wonderful and luxury waterfall. The beach and sand are the most best places that you will admire. Our mountains are big and our valleys are full with green beautiful trees. Every weekend you can take a trip to town. On Sunday we go to church to praise God. We have a lot of cool transport. School is the most best place to be and at home we work together’. Carmina, age 10, female.

‘Cook Islands is a very exciting place because it is a shiny place with a lot of beautiful flowers and quite a lot of big mountains. Cook Islands is a beautiful place with beautiful water and different kinds of sea creatures, there are yellow and black kinds of sea creatures’.  Sema, age 11, male. 

‘My life here in the Cook Islands is perfect, everything fits in, it is a happy life. The food and fruit tastes so delicious. There are so many different things to do and the beaches are beautiful- so are the trees. The people are very kind and full of peace.  All the children grow up peacefully. That is what I love about Rarotonga’. Ninia, age 10, female. 

‘Rarotonga is a great place to come and have a rest or a break. Lots of people want to meet you and greet you. I am a writer and I am only 10.  Raro is the best island to be at.  It smells like fresh air coming from heaven. What I see on my island is no violence and no corruption at all.  On Rarotonga there are no big factories with pollution that is coming to destroy and no big trucks with yuck smells coming out.  Also if you come to visit you’ll see the best, sparkliest white beaches.  Oh! And the local stuff and food is so delicious. The sound also is so peaceful and quiet, you can fall asleep anytime’. Te-Riu, age 10, female. 

Youth and community views on my island home
‘Environment is important. We don't have enough education of the people on how to conserve our natural resources’.  PW, age 30, female

‘At Rarotonga you can have a free life enjoy your day walking, cycling at any time. There are white sandy beaches, blue lagoon and a healthy environment’.  Tuteru, age 36, female.

‘Beautiful lush green trees entrap the beautiful creatures of the land. The drums beat through the night, hips swaying, legs clapping as the drum beats away. You will never find another Heaven on earth like this’. Temanangi, age 23, female. 

Favourite Places 

 Children’s favourite places
Children were asked to choose one or more places as their favourite places (limit was 5). There were 371 responses, an average of 4 responses per child. The percentage represented in Table 3.1 is the percentage of children from the whole (n=93) that included this place as one of their four responses. With close to 70 percent of children identifying the beach or lagoon as their favourite place, it is overwhelmingly the most significant place on the island for children, although ‘places’ is a better word, as the beach included beaches around the island depending on the specific location of the community where the child lived. Children spoke often of the ra’ui areas (marine parks) as being significant for them, because they were areas where the beach was clean and the sea was full of fish.  
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Image 4: Elizabeth’s favourite place, the beach

	Favourite place
	Responses
	%

	Beach/lagoon
	63
	70

	Resort
	37
	39

	Shops/town
	35
	37

	Café/restaurant
	28
	30

	School
	25
	26

	Waterfall
	22
	23

	Movies
	22
	23

	Park/playground
	18
	19

	Supermarket/market
	15
	16

	Home
	13
	14


Table 3.1: Rarotonga – Children’s Favourite Places (n=93)

Other places named, beyond the list in Table 3.1, were, in decreasing order, bar, Oasis, church, airport, other island, auditorium, sports field, stadium, fishing, river, friend’s house, swimming, Boys Brigade, overseas, feed pigs, cave, library, wharf, boat, train. 
Some descriptions of the popular Muri Beach Lagoon follow:
‘The water is cool and fresh – I like to build sand castles’.  Lorina, age 9, female. 

‘Our beach is nice and it doesn’t have pollution in the sea. We look after our environment to keep it clean at the beach and land’.   Tangireka, age 11, male. 

‘I like Captain Tama’s lagoon cruise because when you go to the Motu the captain comes and jumps into the water to feed the fish under the glass bottom’. Kathleen, age 9, female. 

The resorts were also significant places for the children, each resort on the island seemingly providing a different resource and play opportunity. For instance, the Rarotongan Resort was especially a favourite because of the swimming pool as Terence below explains:

‘I choose the Rarotongan Resort as my most favourite place because it has a swimming pool’. Terence, age 9, male. 

But for others it was the Edgewater that came up on top as the best resort because you could play tennis there. Other commercial places that featured in the children’s lists of favourite places were the cafés and restaurants, particularly Just Burgers, Moko café and the fish and chip café on the pier. A number of children identified the new 24-hour petrol station/mini supermarket the ‘Oasis’ especially noted for its icy cold slushy (crushed ice drinks): 

‘I like it at the Oasis because you can buy slushy and it is very, very beautiful’. Georgina, age 9, female. 

Other favourite places included natural places such as the waterfall, bush and the mountains.  Junior and Jesse share with us the importance of these places for experiencing nature.
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Image 5: Jesse’s drawing of the bush

‘My favourite place is the bush at my friend’s place, we like to climb up high into the trees’.  Jesse, age 10, male.

‘The weather here in Rarotonga it sometimes gets hot and it also rains the most. Everytime when it rains I like to play in the rain and I also like to go swimming in the waterfall’. Junior, age 11, male.

[image: image10.jpg]Draw me a map of your local area including all the things that are significant for you on it





Image 6: Junior’s drawing of the waterfall

For Uta, and many of the children, his favourite place was his school: 
‘I choose school because it makes me brainy and smarter’. Uta, age 9, male. 

Youth and community’s favourite places
The youth and community group were asked to identify their favourite places on the island. From this group of 15 respondents there were nine places identified. Over half of the group nominated their home as their favourite place, this could have been due to the fact many of the respondents were from the Teachers College and had homes on other outer islands.  Looking at the other responses, Table 3.2, they, like the children, also identified the church, beach and the school as favourite places on the island.
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Image  7: Typical coral church in the Cook Islands

	Favourite place
	Responses
	%

	Home
	8
	53

	Church
	8
	53

	Beach
	7
	46

	School
	6
	40

	Outer Islands
	5
	33

	Clubs/parties
	5
	33

	Mountains
	2
	13

	Sports fields
	2
	13

	Forest
	1
	6

	Movies
	1
	6


Table 3.2: Rarotonga - Youth and Community’s Favourite Places

Least Favourite Places

Children’s least favourite places
Children were asked to choose one or more places as their least favourite place (limit was 5). There were 341 responses, an average of 4 responses per child. The percentage represents the percentage of children from the whole (n=93) that included this place as one of their responses.

	Least favourite place
	Responses
	%

	Jail
	21
	22

	Pig pen
	18
	39

	Sea/ocean
	15
	37

	Home/relatives
	15
	30

	Dump
	15
	26

	Shops
	14
	23

	School
	12
	23

	Bars/night club
	11
	19

	Hospital
	11
	16

	Funerals/cemetery
	11
	14


Table 3.3: Rarotonga – Children’s Least Favourite Places (n=93)

After the places identified in Table 3.3, and in decreasing order, were woods/bush, church, taro patch, plantation, river/swamp, cooking, park/playground, dentist, sports field, Black Rock, wharf, picking-up rubbish, market, police, boat/ships, library, dancing. 

The children explained why they didn’t like particular places.  Often the places identified seemed to contradict the favourite places – ocean and sea for instance, how could it be this was a favourite and a least favourite?  When talking with the children it became obvious there was a less than subtle difference between the water at the beach (that is the sea between the land and the outer reef shelf) and the ocean or sea that was beyond the reef. The beach was a wonderful environment to play, explore and fish, the outer ocean presented many dangers: waves, sharks, sea snakes. Many children also commented on their dislike of boats. At first this seemed a little strange, but we soon realized that this was not the small canoes seen paddling around the reef, but they were referring to the larger boats that many had travelled on, or heard stories of travels on, from the outer islands to Rarotonga. Many of the children also commented negatively about ‘working’ at home or at the plantation or taro patch. So while identifying the ‘bush’ or ‘home’ as a least favourite place it wasn’t that they were scared of the bush or felt unsafe at home, it was actually about the link between these places and doing chores.  Finally, the top least favourite place, the jail, probably does not need any explanation, but children did refer to it as a dark, scary, smelly place where they had on occasions visited people. The hospital was also identified as a place where children didn’t like to go. The hospital has a reputation for being under-resourced and understaffed, not a place anyone would like to visit or spend time.  The other interesting response was the funerals/cemetery. It is a custom in the Cook Islands to have graves built in the front yard of the homes. Many of the children commented on this and stated they didn’t like to play around where the graves were just in case there were bad spirits. The following are some of the children’s responses when identifying their least favourite places:

Why don’t you like the mountain?’  

‘Because it is filled with many trees. It’s dark and in dangered species are there’. Kathleen age 9, female.

‘Our valley is not that nice because people always put their animals beside the valley. When people go hiking up the mountain they always look for different kinds of birds, not many birds left though’.  Mark, age 11, male. 

‘Why don’t you like your home?’ 

‘I don’t like staying home because it’s boring. I don’t like staying home because you have to do so many work’. Ngatokaura, age 9, male.

‘Why did you name the pig pen as your least favourite place?’
‘What I do over here is do work everyday. Then I have a sad life. It feels funny when I do my work because the world looks like upside-down’. Priscilla, age 11, female.

‘Why don’t you like the ocean?’
‘My least favourite place is the ocean because there are sharks and sea snakes in the deep ocean’. Alisha, age 11, male. 

‘Why don’t you like the Coco Bar?’
‘I hate the Coco bar because my papa and mama always goes there every Sunday. And then when my papa come home they are drunk’. Harii, age 9, female.
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Image 8: Children’s drawing of the Mountains and village

Youth and community’s least favourite places
Youth and community were also asked to identify their least favourite place on the island. For this group, clubs and parties were very high, with hospitals and dentists coming next.  The taro patch also showed up with this group.
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Image 9: Taro patch, Te Ko’u Track Rarotonga.
	Least favourite place
	Responses
	%

	Clubs& parties
	5
	33

	Hospitals
	4
	26

	Dentist
	4
	26

	Taro patch
	2
	13

	Church
	2
	13

	School
	2
	13

	Shops
	2
	13

	Cemetery/funerals
	2
	13

	Accident
	1
	6

	Jail
	1
	6


Table 3.4: Rarotonga - Youth and Community’s Least Favourite Places

Children’s Choice of Play Environments

Children were asked to choose one or more places as an environment where they like to play (limit was 5). There were 205 responses, an average of just over two responses per child. The percentage represents the percentage of children from the whole (n=93) that included this place as one of their responses.
	Play environment
	Responses
	%

	Playground/park
	48
	70

	Beach/sea
	38
	39

	Resort
	23
	37

	School
	20
	30

	Sports field
	15
	26

	Climbing trees/bush 
	11
	23

	Inland mountain
	8
	23

	Movies
	7
	19

	Shops/town
	7
	16

	Stadium
	6
	14


Table 3.5: Rarotonga - Children’s Chosen Play Environments (n=93)

After the places listed in Table 4.5, favourite play places, in decreasing order, were church, plantation, garden, waterfall, hospital, library, and airport.  The following comments are from children who expanded on their ideas about play and play environments in Rarotonga:

‘My play places are the sea and the land. In the sea you can go to the islands. In the land because you can climb trees’. Roy, age 9, male. 

‘I do quite a lot of things. I sometimes go swimming and I sometimes play playstation. Sometimes I go to the movies or go out with my friends’.  Sema, age 11, male.  

‘Rarotonga is a nice place to play with all my friends. People like going to the beach and they always bring things from the sea. People like having a very, very fun place to play with friends’.  Rouruina, age 10, female. 

‘My favourite play places are the park, home, at my nana’s house, at school. I play on the swing, watch the soccer, play with my dog, watch TV and play marbles. I hope that in the future there will be more playgrounds’.  Luke, age 9, male. 

‘Places where I like to be with my friends are at school and church. At school I play, at church I sing’.  Lindsey, age 9, female. 

‘I like to play in the environment, play at my cousin’s house with my nephew and babies, and I like to ride my bike around the Island’. Raelyn, age 8, female. 

‘I like playing volleyball on the beach’. Puna, age 9, male. 

‘I like to swim at sunset. I make sand castles at the beach and I play netball with my friends at the netball courts in Arorangi’. Temple, age 9, male. 
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Image 10: Pool and dancers at the Rarotongan Resort

Development Issues
The section on issues in the development section was not included on the children’s survey but only in the youth and community survey. For the children, the idea of positive or negative changes they had experienced or known was used to explore the notion of development on the island, see the section on positive and negative changes.

Youth and community’s development issues

The mobility of the local community is a major issue for development. Many people commented on the impact of the government’s economic downturn in 1996 that caused the sacking of close to 50% of the public service workers. Many of these people moved offshore to find new jobs. People commented throughout on the necessity to create jobs that would attract these migrants back to the island and so reunite families and communities. Another concern relating to migration is the loss of social capital when trained and educated professionals move to Australia and New Zealand looking for employment opportunities where they can receive much higher pay. 

	Development issues
	Responses
	%

	Migration
	6
	40

	Depopulation
	5
	33

	No education- no jobs
	5
	33

	Tourism
	3
	20

	Business
	3
	20

	Politics/leadership
	3
	20

	Selling islands
	2
	13

	Food
	2
	13

	Cyclones
	1
	6

	Hotels
	1
	6


Table 3.6: Rarotonga – Youth and Community’s Development Issues.

Youth Issues

Only the youth were asked to comment specifically on youth issues. In Rarotonga, the group of trainee teachers were asked to fill in the youth survey component rather than the community survey. It was felt that as a group they would have useful insight into the needs of young people on the island.
Youth’s ideas on issues related to youth
There were some issues that most participants all agreed were important for young people. These main issues included alcohol, teenage pregnancy and driving in fast cars. It seems globally that these are universal concerns for all societies trying to support the young people of their communities.  With many young people working part-time in resorts, hotels or other areas of the tourist industry, the opportunities exist for them to engage in more of these westernised activities.  With teenage pregnancy the concern was not that many young people were having families at a young age and leading traditional lifestyles, but that young girls were connecting with visitors to the island and being stranded. The other concern with teenage pregnancy is the issue of sexually transmitted diseases that can also be a consequence of unprotected sex. 

	Youth issue
	Responses
	%

	Alcohol
	11
	73

	Teenage pregnancy
	7
	46

	Driving fast/car accidents
	7
	46

	Sexual/verbal abuse
	4
	26

	Cigarettes
	4
	26

	Marijuana
	4
	26

	Clubs/parties
	4
	26

	Suicide
	2
	13

	Crime
	2
	13

	School Retention
	2
	13


Table 3.7: Rarotonga – Youth’s Ideas on Issues Related to Youth
Environment Issues
Youth and community’s environment issues

The youth and community members were asked to identify those issues about the environment they felt were currently most prevalent.  Participants were able to identify more than issue. The percentage given represents the percentage of respondents in the whole group who named this issue. For example with the issue of dumping rubbish and recycling nine of the 15 participants identified this issue, this makes up 60 % of the group. 

	Environment issues
	Responses
	%

	Dumping rubbish/ recycling
	9
	60

	Conservation
	6
	40

	Toxic waste
	4
	26

	Global warming
	3
	20

	Erosion
	3
	20

	Cutting down trees
	3
	20

	Too many cars
	2
	13

	Pollution (air & water)
	2
	13

	Businesses on beach
	2
	13

	Education about environment
	2
	13


Table 3.8: Rarotonga - Youth and Community Environment Issues

Positive and Negative Changes

Children’s positive and negative changes
Children were asked to choose one or more positive and negative changes they had become aware of in recent times. There were 69 positive responses and 78 negative responses, an average of just over 1 response per category for each child. The percentage represents the percentage of children from the whole (n=49) that included this issue as one of their responses.

	Positive change 
	Responses
	Negative change
	Responses

	Buildings
	13
	Pollution/rubbish
	27

	Better transport
	13
	Car accidents
	12

	Technology
	8
	Power use
	8

	Faster communication
	8
	More people
	8

	Flowers
	7
	Damage environment
	7

	More tourists/people
	7
	More cars & bikes
	4

	TV/kids channel
	3
	Bullying
	3

	Better food/fruit
	2
	Increase crime
	3

	More birds
	2
	Loss of culture
	3

	Better teaching
	2
	More houses
	2


Table 3.9: Rarotonga - Children’s Positive and Negative Changes (n=49)

Other positive responses identified by only one child included rugby, lollies, health, shops, picking up rubbish, doctors and more money.  Only one other negative change was identified and this was fire. What did the children say about changes? Here are some of the positive changes identified by children and the consequences of those changes; 

‘The waves are calm and power is running out and the most thing I am happy about is that the Cook Islands are going to get a new channel for the kids so Rarotonga is sort of like New Zealand’. Joshua, age 11, male. 

‘More doctors to help the sick, technology for faster communication and tourists that bring us money’. Carmina, age 10, female. 
Children also identified the consequences of the negative changes especially the damage to the environment caused by the increase of transport, technology and population. 

‘More motor cars cause pollution to our environment and our air’.  Don, age 11, male. 

‘With more transport, cars and tourists we get more smoke, too much pollution in the air and damage to our plants and trees’. Junior, age 11, male.

Youth and community’s positive and negative changes
The youth and community were asked to identify any positive or negative changes they were aware of on the island in recent times.  The majority of answers in the positive area were focused on the advancement in technological equipment, more and improved vehicles for transport (including the public buses) and the diversity and variety of food available in the supermarket.  A number of the respondents noted the increase and better quality of fish available at the markets and the drop in price.  Many of the positive changes were due directly to catering for tourists (e.g. Internet cafes, buses, food) but the off-spin was the resulting social infrastructure made available for use by locals as well.
	Positive change
	Responses
	Negative change
	Responses

	More vehicles
	6
	Pollution
	4

	Internet/ computer
	6
	Loss language
	3

	Imported food
	5
	Expensive to live
	2

	Hotels
	3
	Church- not respected
	2

	Clothes
	2
	Population decrease
	2

	Better houses
	2
	Night clubs
	2

	More money
	2
	Car accidents
	2

	More people
	1
	Diabetes
	1

	Electricity
	1
	Laziness
	1

	Television
	1
	
	


Table   3.10: Rarotonga - Youth and Community’s Positive and Negative Changes

Personal and General Changes 
Youth and community’s views on personal and general changes

Respondents were asked to consider the things they felt they needed personally to have a good quality of life. The answers focused on health first, followed by spiritual life, money, education and secure family relationships. Respondents were also asked to identify those things needed to improve the Cook Islands in general. Education, employment and housing were nominated by respondents as those things they felt would improve in the future. 

	Personal change
	Responses
	General change 
	Responses

	Family health
	5
	Better education
	6

	Religion
	5
	More high paid jobs
	5

	Money
	4
	Better housing
	5

	Better education
	3
	Technology advances
	2

	Family relationships
	3
	New young politicians
	2

	Technology
	2
	Stop suicide
	2

	Lower cost of living
	1
	Peaceful life
	1

	Protection environment
	1
	Roads
	1

	Freedom
	1
	Tourists
	1

	Library
	1
	Language
	1


Table 3.11:  Rarotonga - Youth and Community Personal and General Changes

Participation in Local and International Issues 

Participation in community and international issues for this project meant that there existed a forum where participants have a voice and their opinion, views, ideas and concerns are taken seriously. Youth and community members were asked to identify whether or not opportunities were available for them to participate in discussions on local and international issues. Overall the results illustrated that there weren't many opportunities to engage in local and international issues and therefore they didn’t have a political voice in decision-making. 

	
	Local issues
	International issues

	Yes
	4
	1

	No
	11
	14

	Total
	15
	15


Table 3.12: Rarotonga - Youth and Community Participation

Twin, a trainee teacher, writing about the opportunity to participate in decision-making fora, said:

‘The conservation area needs more protection from landowners and government. For this to happen people must have the voice to know what is happening’.  Twin, age 21, female.
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Image 11: Child’s drawing showing the conservation area and other island features

Tourism Issues
In this section, children, youth and community members were ask to identify the positive or negative impacts of visitors or tourists to the island.  

Children’s views on tourism
Of the 64 children who responded to the impact of visitors to the island, 63 said visitors to the island were a positive or ‘good’ thing.

	Good /positive
	Bad/negative

	63
	1


Table 3.13: Rarotonga – Children’s Views on Tourism (n=64)

The following are comments from the children when asked whether it was good that visitors came to the island and what the impact of their visit was:

‘Because they come and learn about our island. They bring their culture to the island. They pass on new knowledge about the sport and too visitors are friendly’. Ngaa, age 9, male.  

‘They bring money to our island’. Kathleen, age 9, female.

‘Yes it is good they come to the island because they give us money for us to buy some food like tin food and bread’. Linda, age 11, female. 

‘Yes it is good they come and visit because they bring their culture to the island and because they come and learn about our culture’.  Warren, age 9, male. 

‘Anybody is free coming to this Island’. Tungane, age 9, male
‘Make friends and so we can help them’. Angarei, age 9, female
‘More money from the tourists but they don’t respect out culture’. Ann-nia, age 10, female.

‘Town is the same, but the beach is full of people’. Don, age 11, male.
While many of the children noted negative impacts of the tourists, all but one of the children actually thought tourists were a good thing.  Only one child said visitors or tourists were bad for the island. When asked why she thought tourists were a bad thing, Frances replied:

‘I think that they (the tourists) are bad because they ruin our culture’.   Frances, age 11, female

Youth and community views on tourism
The youth and community were asked to identify the positive and negative impacts of tourism on the island. Providing an income for the island community was identified as the most positive outcome of tourists visiting the island. The responses on the negative impact of visitors to the island focused on health issues, particularly HIV/AIDS and overcrowding. The loss of culture particularly concerned older community members who also talked about the loss of the local language, Cook Island Maori. 

	Positive impacts of tourism 
	Negative impacts of tourism

	Bring income
	12
	Overcrowded
	3

	Lifestyle
	2
	HIV/AIDS
	3

	Friends
	2
	Overstayers
	3

	Creates jobs
	2
	Loss of culture
	3

	Exposed to our country
	1
	Lifestyle
	1

	
	
	Drugs
	1

	
	
	Pollution
	1


Table 3.14: Rarotonga - Youth and Community Views on Tourism
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Image 12: Te-Kiu’s drawing of her two significant places on the Island

4. Aitutaki Survey Results
Introduction

Aitutaki means ‘Island of the Lagoon’. The island of Aitutaki is 250 kilometres north of Rarotonga. A triangular atoll, a million years ago Aitutaki’s geology was changed by further volcanic events which formed the main island and two additional small motu in the lagoon.  The main island is 12 kilometres long and boosts an array of native plants all tightly squeezed together. The central remnant of the volcanic activity is a small peak at one end of the main island which rises to only 124 metres. This bare hilltop provides excellent fertile terrain for supporting crops like bananas, pawpaw and arrowroot, and also provides a vantage point for viewing the breadth of the turquoise blue lagoon and for this reason it is a popular recreation spot for locals and visitors.   The island was a link in the Solent flying boats of the fifties which were taking the coral route. Now jet-prop planes fly from Rarotonga several times a day bringing tourists on day trips and landing on the coral runway.  Aitutakians have a tradition of storytelling and dancing and make and play the pate - the slit drum that accompanies most traditional Cook Island dancing. 

My Island Home
Youth and community views on my island home
The youth and community members were asked to write a short description of their island. The following are short summaries of what they wrote:

‘I come from the island Aitutaki and in the village of Reureu. On my island there are many living things you can see like trees, animals and important thing of all people’.  Alone, age 17, female. 

‘I come from the Cook Islands. I live on the island of Aitutaki. Well, the life there is so great it is paradise, so quiet, not noisy. When you are hungry you get to eat anything without depending on money. The people are so helpful, the weather is fabulous’. Maria, age 17, female. 

‘Aitutaki is an island who to some people can only dream about. It has all the wonders of nature and an abundance of marine life. People call it home others paradise. I call it my little heaven. Unspoiled and fresh, a pearl of the Pacific. No big buildings and not many cars, quiet place to relax.  I live a life of a semi King, most things are free and easy to get. A man will never die of starvation on this island. My life is peaceful quiet and slow a must to have by any person’. Rupe, age 19, male. 
‘I live on the other side of the island, Tautu. It is the most beautiful place, in town it is busy. That side is very quiet. Too much traffic on this side. I love my island. When I go somewhere my body will be there but my spirit is on my island’. Mary, age 66, female. 

Favourite Places 

 Children’s favourite places
Children were asked to choose one or more places as their favourite places (limit was 5). There were 24 responses. The percentage represents the percentage of children from the whole (n=21) that included the place as one of their responses. For example 42 % (or close to half) of the 21 children identified town as one of their favourite places while around 23% (or a quarter) of the group identified home as one their favourite places.

	Favourite place
	Responses
	% 

	Town
	9
	42

	Motu (islands in lagoon)
	7
	33

	Bar
	6
	28

	Café/restaurant 
	6
	28

	Home
	5
	23

	Friends
	3
	14

	Movies
	2
	9


Table  4.1: Aitutaki  - Children’s Favourite Places (n=21)

Places identified by only one child included pool, aeroplanes, New Zealand, Australia, beach, Nan’s house and wharf. 

Youth and community’s favourite places
Youth and community members were asked to identify their favourite places on the island. Every person identified the lagoon as one of his or her favourite places.  The lagoon included the popular motu of One Foot Island, which was referred to by a number of participants as one of the most beautiful islands on the lagoon. Next on the list were bars or night clubs. Half of the participants identified these as places where they liked to go.  All of those people who selected bars and nightclubs were the young people who made up more than half of the group.  Included in bars and nightclubs were the Samada Bar, a popular outside beach bar on the lagoon that served a feast on Sundays, and club-like dancing and alcohol on other nights of the week, and Fletchers, a nightclub that was open till late at night and was the main western music venue. 

	Favourite place
	Responses
	%

	Lagoon
	23
	100

	Bar/nightclub
	13
	56

	Beach
	7
	33

	Home
	6
	28

	Church
	5
	24

	School
	4
	19

	Restaurant
	4
	19

	Maraea (sacred site)
	2
	9

	Resort
	1
	5


Table 4.2: Aitutaki - Youth and Community’s Favourite Places (n=23)

Least Favourite Places

Children’s least favourite places
Children were asked to choose one or more places as their least favourite place (limit was 5). The percentage represents the percentage of children from the whole group (n=21) for the first response, (nowhere), but for the other responses it was calculated on the 17 children who did nominate places. Around one fifth of the children said there were no places they didn’t like on the island.

	Least favourite place
	Responses
	%of group

	Nowhere
	4
	19

	Bush
	4
	23

	Motu
	3
	17

	Sewage
	2
	12

	Farm
	2
	12

	Rarotonga
	2
	12

	Friend’s place
	2
	12

	Highest peak
	2
	12


Table 4.3: Aitutaki – Children’s Least Favourite Places (n=21/17)

Places identified by only one child included wharf, hospital and airport. 

Youth and community’s least favourite places
Youth and the community members were asked to choose one or more places as their least favourite place (limit was 5). For the first response ‘nowhere’ the percentage represents the percentage of youth and community members who could not nominate a place they didn’t like on the island.  The other responses are then calculated on the 19 people left who did nominate places. Of those who did nominate places almost half of them nominated the plantation or taro patch. This was due not to it being a dangerous, unsafe or unpleasant place physically, but because it meant working and not doing other more enjoyable activities.  The four responses of ‘school’ all came from youth, two who were in school still and two who had left. 

	Least favourite place
	Responses
	% 

	Nowhere 
	4
	17

	Plantation/taro patch
	8
	42

	School
	4
	21

	Hospital
	2
	10

	Bush
	2
	10


Table 4.4: Aitutaki - Youth and Community’s Least Favourite Places (n=23/19)

Those places nominated by only one person included fishing, feeding animals, home, burial grounds, Blue nun (open air dance venue), airport, work, anywhere off island, bar, hotel, places parents say not allowed to go. 

Children’s Choice of Play Environments

Children were asked to choose one or more places as an environment where they like to play. The percentage represents the percentage of children from the whole (n=21) that included this place as one of their responses. From the list we can see that 90% of the children identified a sporting place or activity as a play environment.  Children included engaging in activities such as soccer (the most), volleyball, rugby, basketball (the least). When asked where they might do these sporting activities the responses were varied. Children said it didn’t matter about the place, it was more about the doing. So soccer could be played on the beach, at school, at church, in the street etc.

	Play environment
	Responses
	%

	Sports field/activity
	19
	90

	School
	6
	28

	Friends
	4
	19

	House/garden
	4
	19

	Church
	3
	14

	Sea/ocean
	2
	10


Table 4.5: Aitutaki – Children’s Chosen Play Environments (n=21)

Those places identified by only one child were pool, boat to motu, park, town, feeding pigs, shopping, picking up rubbish.

Development Issues
Only the youth and community were asked to comment on development issues. For the children, the idea of positive or negative changes they had experienced or known were used to explore the notion of development on the island, see later sections.  

Youth and community’s development issues

	Development issues
	Responses
	%

	Land loss to hotel/motels
	12
	52

	Not enough doctors/medicine 
	4
	17

	Tar sealing roads
	3
	13

	Airport/international flights
	3
	13


Table 4.8: Aitutaki - Youth and Community’s Development Issues (n=23)

Other development issues included lack of money, loss of culture, lack of qualified teachers, lack of dentists and not enough small business opportunities.

Community members often spoke about the need to have some control over development on the island especially in regard to the resorts:
‘Resorts are big and they help to keep the island people employed. But we need to be careful to keep control. The island council needs to keep up with the laws’. Mr Kurrie, age 58, male. 

‘Tourist resorts are good revenue for the island but there are bad things with them as well. Beachfront is given to the tourists then there is no land for the locals. Pacific Resort wanted to build units over the water - in big bay - but this is a spawning area for fish. The community just said 'no'. The developers couldn't believe that we didn't want the money, but we value our land, and development is not the only important thing to us’.  Mr Puna, age 58, male. 

Youth Issues
Only the youth group were asked to comment specifically on youth issues.

Youth’s ideas on issues related to youth
The youth included 14 young people from the secondary college and one young women working at one of the tourist lodges, all were under 20 years of age. The following table provides an overview of the issues identified by them. 

	Community issue
	Responses
	%

	Lack of sport
	5
	33

	No cinemas
	5
	33

	Lack of learning opportunities
	5
	33

	No disco/night clubs
	4
	26

	No jobs
	4
	26

	Not enough young people
	4
	26

	Going to church
	2
	13

	No music store
	2
	13

	Alcohol
	2
	13


Table 4.6: Aitutaki – Youth’s Views on Issues Related to Youth (n=15)

Other issues identified only by individuals included island too small, not enough street style, no opportunity to grow up, not enough social clubs, no bookshop, teenage pregnancy, cigarettes, drugs, relationship problems. 

Community Issues

Only the adult group were asked to comment on community issues

Adults’ ideas on community issues

There were eight community members who contributed to the list of community issues specific to the island. The majority of these issues related to young people with most of the community respondents concerned that youth were no longer respecting the island culture and developing a ‘western culture’. Much of this was blamed on to the influence of tourists staying at the island.   

	Community issues
	Responses
	%

	Underage drinking
	6
	75

	Drug abuse
	5
	62

	Loss of culture
	5
	62


Table 4.7: Aitutaki – Adults’ Ideas on Community Issues

Other community issues identified by individuals included: unconcerned teachers, petty theft, drug abuse, people leaving overseas, early pregnancy, tourism, children smoking, loss of culture, lack of television. 

Environment Issues 

The young people and the community members were asked to identify the key environmental issues facing the island people. Overwhelming their concern was for preserving the environmental quality of the natural resources both on the land the sea.  Litter and rubbish is a concern for all developing small islands as the cost of removal is very expensive and the cost to the environment of keeping it on the island is also high in terms of environmental quality.  Overfishing, land erosion and building in the lagoon were all important issues for local community members as they impact directly on the quality of lagoon as an important natural resource for recreation and for providing food.  Many people talked about the leaching of soil into the lagoon caused by land developments as a particular concern. 

	Environment issues
	Responses
	%

	Littering/chemicals
	11
	47

	Overfishing
	5
	21

	Erosion 
	4
	17

	Building in lagoon
	4
	17

	Cutting down trees
	3
	13

	No issues
	3
	13

	Drinking water supplies
	3
	13

	Loss natural food resources
	1
	4

	Transportation sand
	1
	4


Table 4.9: Aitutaki - Youth and Community’s Environmental Issues (n=23)
Local youth and community members made extensive comments on the environmental issues a selection of these are given below:

‘There has been an increase in the number of lagoon cruises operators which would cause problems for our lagoon. Also we need to be cautious about using unfriendly poisonous weedkillers that wash into the lagoon’. Char, age 19, female. 

‘We need no more overfishing. They knew if they took too much there wouldn't be any fish left and it was true’" Solamona, age 79,male. 

‘The people, they build up business units in the lagoon, that’s bad. In the short term it is beneficial but in the long term it will spoil the island’. Kau, age 23, male. 

‘Litter and rubbish is a real issue on the island. Five years ago a program was sponsored by the Asian Development Bank to make a proper disposal area. But five years later it still hasn't happened. Each home has to make their own tip’. Mr Puna, age 58, male. 

Positive and Negative Changes

Children’s positive and negative changes
Children were asked to choose one or more positive and negative changes they had become aware of in recent times. There were 23 positive responses, the majority being the road, and seven negative responses.  Four of the children believed there had been no negative changes that they could recognize. 

	Positive change
	Responses
	Negative change
	Responses

	Roads
	14
	None 
	4

	Trees 
	3
	Cut down trees
	5

	Motor bikes
	3
	Litter
	1

	Cars
	1
	Knives
	1

	Food
	1
	
	

	Can ask  people for help
	1
	
	


Table 4.10: Aitutaki – Children’s Positive and Negative Changes (n=21)

 Youth and community’s positive and negative changes
	Positive change
	Responses
	Negative change
	Responses

	Education/schools
	7
	Overfishing
	2

	Roads
	7
	More tourists
	2

	Hotels/resorts
	6
	Loss of trees
	2

	Transport
	3
	Loss of language
	2

	Agriculture
	2
	
	

	Technology
	2
	
	


The participants were asked to identify any positive and negative changes they had noticed in recent times. Like the children, roads came up as one of the main positive changes. The provision of education/schooling was noted as a positive change, although the feeling was that there was still a need to further improve education on the island. 
I
Table 4.11: Aitutaki - Youth and Community’s Positive and Negative Changes (n=23)

Individual responses for positive changes were hospital, jobs, television, money, food, housing, shops. Individual responses for negative changes were no fashion clothes, no movies, more hotels, air getting thinner, places not finished, young people watching more TV, more rain, increased crime.

Mr Kurrie, the Principal at the local secondary school, comments on the positive changes of increased access to technology for students:

‘Technology is much better now. The school now has computers that are connected to the Internet. But the problem is that it is too expensive to use. I had a student who was doing a project on biodiversity and well the best place to find out what is happening around the globe is to get on the Internet. The bill came and the Ministry went through the roof - $70. So now we have to improve the telephone system. Educationally it is only being connected that is going to make a difference and we need money to do that’. Mr Kurrie, age 58, male. 

Personal and General Changes
Youth and community’s views on personal and general changes 

Respondents were also asked to consider the things they felt they needed personally to have a good quality of life. The answers focused on better education, housing and technology. Respondents were also asked to identify those things needed to improve the Cook Islands in general. Improved water supply and more entertainment were nominated by respondents as those things they felt would improve in the future. 

	Personal changes
	Responses
	General changes 
	Responses

	Better education 
	8
	Better Water supply
	3

	Housing
	6
	Cinemas
	3

	Technology 
	5
	More hotels/resorts
	2

	Island perfect
	4
	Technology
	2

	Transport
	3
	More marine life
	2

	Better television
	3
	More people
	2

	Family relationships
	2
	Better education
	2

	Motorbike
	2
	Improved roads
	2

	Less traffic
	2
	Good governance
	2


Table 4.12: Aitutaki - Youth and Community’s Personal and General Changes (n=23)
Individual responses for personal changes included keep culture, underage nightclubs, good governance, more opportunities for youth, more music, peace, more activities, clubs, less violence.  Individual responses to changes for the future included keep culture, more shops, more tourism, stay natural, satellite, more transport, less violence, TV programmes, people going to church, music store.

Comments by individuals about changes for the future:

‘For the future we need to make life better and easier. We need more buildings and more marine life.   We need to provide opportunities for employment to encourage our people overseas to come home and build our population. Also we need better technology and a computer station - like an Internet café or something’. Jessie, age 16, male.

‘In the future in the next 10 years I would like to be helping my people live a life by leading them’. Rupe, age 19, male.

‘I think there will be an increase in tourism but not too much. We should have better roads, better schooling and more variety in employment’.  Char, age 19, female. 

Participation in Local and International Issues
Participation in community and international issues for this project meant that there existed a forum where an opportunity existed for people to have a voice and for their opinion, views, ideas and concerns to be taken seriously. 

	
	Local issues
	International issues

	
	Youth
	Community
	Youth
	Community

	Yes
	4
	6
	3
	6

	No
	5
	2
	4
	2

	No response
	6
	0
	8
	0

	Total
	9
	8
	7
	8


Table 4.13: Aitutaki - Youth and Community’s Participation 

The results were interesting in that while the youth did not think their voice was heard, the community thought they did have a chance to make a difference. Many of the participants spoke extensively about the importance of having a role in the decision-making about future development on the island.  The following comments came from youth and community members when asked about the opportunity to participate in local issues:

Landowners meet to talk about developments. Government support community input. There is not always good community consultation. Depends on the issues’.   Mr Kurrie, age 58, male.

‘I think it is good that we have a chance to talk about issues. In each village a meeting is always held discussing the development of the community, to see if people want changes or not’.  Peter, age 17, male.

‘The island council should always give a chance to the new generation to have a say’. Rupe, age 19, male. 

Having an opportunity to contribute to discussions about international issues is also an important part of being a Pacific nation community that is being impacted by global issues. Participants particularly discussed global warming as an international issue.
‘We had a workshop five weeks ago on global warming. Some German scientists, I think they were, came and talked to us about the impact of rising tide on sea levels. We were warned by the scientists that in low lying areas we should build houses on posts and build our homes inland’.  Mr Puna, age 58, male. 

‘We often have a Member of Parliament come and talk to us, and we can discuss issues with them. At local meetings we write letters and send them to international bodies and hope they are listened to’.  Jessie, age 16, male. 

Tourism Issues
Children’s views on tourism
Of the 21 children who responded to the question of visitors’ impact on the island, 17 said visitors to the island were a positive or ‘good’ thing, three weren’t sure and one thought it was a bad thing. For the child who thought tourists had a negative impact on the island of Aitutaki, his reason was because they brought disease. 

	Good /positive
	Don’t know
	Bad/negative

	17
	2
	1


Table 4.14: Aitutaki – Children’s Views on Tourism (n=21)

Youth and community’s views on tourism
Youth and community participants were asked to identify any positive or negative impacts that tourists have on the island. Overwhelmingly the most positive response was bringing money to the island, followed by employment opportunities. The concerns or negative impacts were identified as disease, exposure to western culture (especially children), loss of the ‘island feel’, and losing property. This last one referred especially to the impact of restaurants and resorts wanting to take up prime real estate sites on the edge of lagoon. 

	Positive impacts of tourism
	Negative impacts of tourism

	None
	1
	None 
	2

	Bring Money
	14
	Disease
	3

	Employment opportunities
	6
	Exposure western culture 

(especially to children)
	3

	Brings new culture 
	2
	Loss of island feel
	3

	Supports development 
	1
	Losing property
	3

	Brings people
	1
	Overcrowded
	1

	Fashion
	1
	Violence
	1


Table 4.15: Aitutaki - Youth and Community’s Views on Tourism (n=23)

Kau and Peter provide their views about the impact of tourism:
‘Tourism doesn't hurt the island. They want to visit and there is more money. Without tourists there wouldn't be any jobs’. Kau, age 23, male. 

‘The positives of tourists visiting our island is that they get the chance to meet and share our culture’. Peter, age 16, male. 

5. Discussion

Despite economic and natural disasters that have acted as stumbling blocks for moving forward, Cook Islands as a small island nation has been working diligently in the past eight years since the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States held in Barbados in 1994,  towards creating sustainable practices in environment and development. Of the 15 priority areas identified in the Declaration of Barbados and the Programme of Action, six were identified for special attention at a Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly held in New York in 1999.  These were:
1. Adapting to climate change and rising sea levels, which could submerge some low-lying island nations;

2. Improving preparedness for and recovery from natural and environmental disasters;

3. Preventing worsening shortages of freshwater as demands grow;

4. Protecting coastal ecosystems and coral reefs from pollution and overfishing;

5. Developing solar and renewable energy to lesson dependence on expensive imported oil;

6. Managing tourism growth to protect the environment and cultural integrity

The issues identified by the children, youth and community in Aitutaki and Rarotonga relate to three of these problem areas: climate change and rising sea levels, protecting the coastal and marine resources, and managing tourism.   

Climate Change and Rising Sea Levels
Small islands are especially vulnerable to the threat of rising sea levels as their populations are concentrated in low-lying coastal areas.  In Aitutaki, more so then Rarotonga, youth and community members expressed concerns about the impact of global warming and what this meant for rising sea levels on their island. Living on a small atoll there were already concerns about saltwater intruding into the farmlands and beach erosion.   The SPREP project on the island established to monitor the effects of rising sea levels was not commonly discussed within the community although Mr Kurrie, the school principal, was aware of a number of education and consultation activities that had been in progress on monitoring the impacts of global warming over a period of time. In Rarotonga the issue of global warming was high on the list of concerns yet the implications were less critical in terms of how they felt it might affect their life personally. Their concern was for those Cook Islanders living on the Outer Islands (especially in the north). Having the opportunity to engage in discussion about international issues such as global warming is critical in the Cook Islands although from this survey, it seems community members in Aitutaki were more likely to have the opportunity (or possible the inclination) to be involved then those living in Rarotonga. 

Protecting Coastal and Marine Resources
The two most important coastal and marine industries, tourism and fishing, both require management to avoid deteriorating or depleting the resources on which they depend.  The marine environment is a critical selling point in the fight for the tourist dollar. But this is not the only reason to strengthen a commitment to sustainable waste management and building programs, these environments are the places where local children swim, play, climb trees and construct their sense of identity.  The message coming from all of the children, youth and community members surveyed was that the beach and the ocean and all it provided was a critical element in the life of Cook Islanders and therefore needed to be managed sensitively and sustainably.  Participants repeatedly spoke with pride of the beauty of the beaches and the ocean and their role as stewards of these valuable resources. 

It was interesting to note that Navy Epati, Director of Marine Resources, spoke of the importance of developing a fishing industry on the grounds that he felt relying solely on tourism for economic viability was a big mistake for a small country like the Cook Islands. Additionally, if the country was dependent on the tourist dollar, then the scope for diversification in employment opportunities for locals was limited. Addressing the fisheries problems such as illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing in small island waters is imperative if the nation wants to be in a position to monitor the resources to ensure the development of its own sustainable fishing industry.  This is a critical role the Ministry of Marine Resources will play and seems to be advocating it will take. Developing an alternative viable and complimentary industry to tourism for the Cook Islands seems a very sensible and worthwhile endeavour especially if the concerns of the participants are taken into account. Fishing is a culturally sound practice that should help rather than hinder the restoration and maintenance of a culturally rich and diverse nation. 

Waste management was a particular concern of most of the participants. Children, youth and community members on both islands identified litter left on beaches, pollution of the rivers and the sea by runoff, and problems with waste disposal, as real problems that needed to be addressed.  Especially in Aitutaki, participants spoke of the impact of increased tourism on waste disposal.   Recycling education programs were talked about positively with many children particularly being involved in the clean-up activities. Educating tourists was seen as a priority for islanders. 

Managing Tourism
The World Tourism Organisation predicts that globally there will be a 300% increase in the number of tourists over the next 20 years.  Yet tourism is a fair-weather industry, and its success is dependent on many fluctuating factors such as a secure world economy, good weather and stable social conditions. Many believe communities on small islands and the foreign investors should be wary of becoming too dependent on tourism, as it is sensitive and has a symbiotic relationship to environmental degradation and economic shocks. Nearly all respondents including the children (except for 11 year old Frances from Rarotonga and three unsure children from Aitutaki) thought there were positive benefits to be gained from tourists coming to the Cook Islands. Participants clearly identified the influx of cash into the economy as being good for the nation and helped to create zero unemployment in the islands of Rarotonga and Aitutaki. Tourism has also contributed greatly to the development of infrastructure in both islands such as medical facilities, Internet technology and roads. Negative impacts of tourists were also noted, especially by a number of the older community members who clearly felt the traditional language and culture were at risk at being lost in the hurry to service a western, English-speaking clientele.  The big question for tourism in the Cook Islands is ‘When is enough, enough?’  Many of the participants in the project in both islands believed ‘enough tourism’ was the level currently being experienced. That is, if the government and community weren’t careful, the negative aspects could quickly overtake the positive.  There were a number of negative impacts listed by participants, these included overcrowding, diseases, loss of culture, loss of property, and pollution, that indicated they believed moving forward should be done with some hesitation.  

Final Note
This study is only the beginning of a study of children, youth and community views of environment, development and tourism in the Cook Islands. The next phase of the study that entails surveying children, youth and community living in the outer islands will provide insight to experiences of Cook Islanders outside of these two main tourist island-destinations. 

Appendix 1  Key Meetings

	Name
	Position and Organization

	Mr Edwin Pittman
	Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration, Secretary-General Cook Islands UNESCO National Commission.

	Mr Kenneth Matheson
	Secretary of Education, Ministry of Education

	Ms Repeta Puna
	Director Distance Education

	Mr Ian Karika
	Director, Takitumu Conservation Area

	Mr Vaitoti Tupa
	Director, Environment Services

	Ms Tania Temata
	Assistant International Environment Advisor, Environment Services

	Mr Tu Tangi
	Environmental Education Officer, Environmental Services

	Mr Bruce Gray, Ms Rosalind Gray
	Coordinators, REAP (Rarotonga Environmental Awareness Program)

	Ms Gwen Weeland, Mr Johnny Frisbie, Ms Ella Matua, Mr Jim Ditchburn
	Council Members, Cook Island Library and Museum

	Ms Marianna Bryson
	Finance Administrator, Ministry of Cultural Development

	Mr Thomas Samuel
	Acting Principal, Cook Islands Teacher Training College

	Ms Annie Sukanaivalu
	Youth Officer, Ministry of Youth, Sports and Recreation

	Mr Navy Epati
	Secretary, Ministry of Marine Resources

	Ms Jeane Matenga
	Director, Alijah Communication

	Mr George Pitt
	Director, Alijah Communications

	Ms Shona Pitt
	Journalist , Cook Island Herald, Co-Director, Alijah Communications

	Mr Kurrie
	Principal, Araura Primary School, Aitutaki

	Mr Puna
	Principal, Araura Secondary College, Aitutaki

	Ms Imogen Ingram
	Incoming President, Taporoporanga Ipukarea Society Inc.

	Ms Anna Tiraa-Passfield
	Outgoing President, Taporoporanga Ipukarea Society Inc.

	Ms Vereara Maeva-Taripo
	President, Cook islands Association of Non-Governmental Organizations

	Mr Stuart Davies 
	Chief Executive, Telecom Cook Islands


Appendix 2 Example of a Child’s Worksheet
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Appendix 3 Survey Forms: Children’s Survey
Name _____________________ Age____    Gender (Circle)  Male   Female Grade ____    School _________________________

	FAVOURITE PLACE
Make a list (at least five) of your favourite places and circle the one that is your most favourite

	LEAST FAVOURITE
Make a list of places you don’t like to go to circle the one your dislike the most
	PLAY PLACES

Do you like to play in the environment? Make a list of places you like to play and what you do there. 
	A TYPICAL DAY
Starting from when you wake up name all the things you do in a normal school day & what time you do them (below is an example)

( 7.00am Get out of bed 

   7.30am Eat breakfast – fruit)




	CHANGES OVER TIME

List any changes you have noticed over time in two columns –
	WISH LIST

Make a list of the things you would like to have to make your life better – circle the one you would like the most.


	ACTIVITIES VISITORS 

Make a list of things you have seen visitors do when they come to the island. 
	IMPACT VISITORS

Do you think it is good or bad that visitors come to visit? why? 

	Good
	Bad
	
	
	


	Describe your island and your life here as if to someone who had never been here before



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Draw me a map of your local area including all the things that are significant for you on it




Youth Survey
       Name _____________________ Age____    Gender (Circle)  Male   Female Grade ____    School _________________________
	Favourite places
Make a list (at least five) of your favourite places, circle the one that is your most favourite
	A Typical Day
Starting from when you wake up name all the things you do in a normal week day & what time you do them (below is an example)
	Youth Issues

What do you think are the most significant issues facing the youth on the island?- circle the most significant
	Environmental Issues

What do you think are the most significant environmental issues facing the island? – circle the most significant

	
	( 7.00am Get out of bed 

   7.30am Eat breakfast – fruit)
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Least favourite
Make a list of places you don’t like to go to, circle the one your dislike the most
	
	Development Issues

What do you think are the most significant development issues facing people on the island- circle the most significant
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	CHANGES OVER TIME

List any changes you have noticed over time in two columns –
	Changes

Make a list of the things you would like to have to make your life better – circle the one you would like the most.
	 Having a Voice

In the area of environment, development and tourism do you think you & your friends/community have the opportunity to have a role in discussing, contributing to discussions on:

	Positive
	Negative
	
	

	
	
	
	Local issues          (circle one)    yes           no           how/ why not?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	International issues     (circle one)    yes         no         how/why not? 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOURISM

List any impacts of tourism on the Island
	Changes

What changes would you like to see in the Cook Islands in the next 10 years?
	Employment

Do you have a part time or full time job?    (circle one)   yes   no

	Positive
	Negative
	
	How long have you worked in this job?        ……………………

	
	
	
	What would you like to be doing in 10 years time? 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Describe your island and your life here as if to someone who had never been here before



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Draw me a map of your local area including all the things that are significant for you on it




Community Survey    Name _____________________    Age____     Gender (Circle)  Male   Female         Town ___________________________
	Favourite places
Make a list (at least five) of your favourite places, circle the one that is your most favourite
	A Typical Day
Starting from when you wake up name all the things you do in a normal week day & what time you do them (below is an example)
	Community Issues

What do you think are the most significant issues facing the community on the island?- circle the most significant
	Environmental Issues

What do you think are the most significant environmental issues facing the island? – circle the most significant

	
	( 7.00am Get out of bed 

   7.30am Eat breakfast – fruit)
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Least favourite
Make a list of places you don’t like to go to, circle the one your dislike the most
	
	Development Issues

What do you think are the most significant development issues facing people on the island?- circle the most significant
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	CHANGES OVER TIME

List any changes you have noticed over time in two columns –
	Changes

Make a list of the things you would like to have to make your life better – circle the one you would like the most.
	 Having a Voice

In the area of environment, development and tourism do you think you & your friends/community have the opportunity to have a role in discussing, contributing to discussions on:

	Positive
	Negative
	
	

	
	
	
	Local issues          (circle one)    yes           no           how/ why not?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	International issues     (circle one)    yes         no         how/why not? 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOURISM

List any impacts of tourism on the Island
	Changes

What changes would you like to see in the Cook Islands in the next 10 years?
	Employment

Do you have a part time or full time job?    (circle one)   yes   no

	Positive
	Negative
	
	How long have you worked in this job?        ……………………

	
	
	
	What would you like to be doing in 10 years time? 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Describe your island and your life here as if to someone who had never been here before



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Draw me a map of your local area including all the things that are significant for you on it




� Background information has been collated through information obtained by research and meetings with Key Informants during the project teams stay in the Cook islands


� Taken from UNICEF State of the Worlds Children report 2002. 


� This data is based on the year 2000 statistics obtained by UNICEF (2002) in conjunction with the Cook island government and are published in the UNICEF State of the World’s Children 2002 report. 


� The lower the ranking the worse the mortality rate. For example ranked number 1, Sierra Leone has an Under 5 mortality rate of 316 in every thousand. 
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