Highlights from an Opinion Survey of Civil Society in Palau, January to April 2003

Introduction

An opinion survey was conducted in Palau to find out islanders’ main concerns regarding environment and development.  One hundred and fifty four people in Palau (approximately 1% of the population) were surveyed during the period January to April 2003 from the 16 states.  The survey was based on interview surveys conducted by young people from the Palau National Youth Congress who received training in survey procedures from the Palau Small Islands Voice Coordinating Committee.  The survey covered the spectrum of civil society as can be seen from the following table.

Survey Respondents

	Total respondents
	Male respondents
	Female respondents
	
	

	154
	 56
	 98
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Age structure
	
	
	
	

	12-20 years
	21-40 years
	41-60 years 
	61 years +
	

	37
	64
	31
	22
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Occupation
	
	
	
	

	Domestic
	Subsistence 
	Professional
	Student
	Traditional leader

	32
	13
	81
	26
	2


The survey methodology and results are discussed in full at http://www.unesco.org/csi/smis/siv/Pacific/Palau-OpSurvRep.rtf.

Results

The responses to the questions relating to past and future changes and issues of concern (questions 1, 2 and 4) were grouped into several categories including economy, infrastructure, social issues, education, culture and environment.  The four categories with the highest ranking are included in this summary.  The major issues of concern in Palau (as seen from Questions 1, 2, 4) are the economy and infrastructure, crime and drug use, the high number of foreign workers, and the erosion of traditional values and leadership.  Eighty-nine per cent of the respondents felt that the public participates only slightly or not at all in planning the development of Palau.  

Additional questions related to the value and relative ranking of a healthy environment. When asked to rank the environment against other key issues (Question 10), environment came third after education (ranked highest) and healthcare (ranked second highest).  Economy ranked fourth. 

Question 1: What two main changes have you seen in Palau in the past ten years?

	Recent changes
	Positive
	Negative
	Neutral

	Infrastructure, development & economy
	48
	20
	5

	Crime and drug use
	0
	41
	0

	Eroding traditional values/customs
	0
	38
	0

	Traffic and vehicles
	0
	36
	0


Question 2: What two main changes would you like to see in Palau in the next ten years?

	Desired changes
	Total responses

	Development and stronger economy
	46

	Less foreign workers
	41

	Reduced crime and drug use
	37

	Stronger traditional values/leadership
	31


Question 3: Do you think the public participates enough in planning the future development of Palau?

	Nature of response
	Total responses

	Not at all
	45    29%

	Slightly
	92    60%

	Fully
	17    11%


Question 4: What are three main issues you are most concerned about?

	Concerns
	Total responses

	Economy, infrastructure and better roads
	84

	Eroding traditional values and leadership
	79

	High numbers of foreign workers
	77

	Public health
	66


Question 10: Rank the following key issues facing Palau: economy, education, environment, healthcare

	Key issue
	Number of respondents ranking it most important

	Education
	67

	Healthcare
	41

	Environment
	33

	Economy
	13


Based on: Republic of Palau Small Islands Voice Community Survey December 2002 to April 2003 by Tiare Holm 

