ASSESSMENT OF PHASE 1 OF THE INTERNET BASED YOUTH FORUM

Introduction

During the second half of the forum, students and teachers in the six islands were invited to undertake a short assessment of the youth forum so as to determine its usefulness and plan future phases.  A short assessment form was prepared. Three schools responded: Nuketere College in the Cook Islands, Bequia Community High School in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Anse Royale Secondary School in Seychelles.  The assessments conducted by the students and the involved teachers follow.

Students’ Assessment

In summary the students found the forum a new activity and they enjoyed finding out about the lives and cultures of other islands, and sharing information on sports and languages.  They liked the interaction and discovered many similarities despite the distance separating them.  The fact that in many cases only one school computer was connected to the internet was a drawback, and many students wanted to see pictures of the other islands.  A few students were concerned about some of the negative aspects of small- island living reported on the forum.  Several students said they would like to have an opportunity to meet with youth from the other islands involved.  They also commented on specific aspects of the forum, such as having more choice regarding theme issues, more time to compose their articles, and more instantaneous dialogue. 

Specific responses to the three assessment questions follow:

1. What did you like about taking part in the SIV Youth Forum?

Cook Islands - Form 3L Nuketere College (responses compiled by Sophie Merkens):

· Barnaba Henry: I liked reading about their islands and liked to find out what are the good and bad things happening there.

· Sharon. Kareroa: It was interesting because they tell us some things about their island and we tell them about our island.

· Abenzar Wichmen: It was very good to hear from other schools from different islands around the world.

· Kathleen Aceoa: I felt happy 'coz even though I'm not from The Cook Islands I feel I'm part of the people and I'm proud that our island and school were included.

· Ina Davis: It was a new experience for me and I enjoyed researching on the Cook Islands- it was fun!

· Rosalia Samuela: Getting to know about the lives and culture of people on other islands and the delight of discovering that we share the same things!!!

· Tangi Tauira: I liked it because it tells what a small island needs to make the island look even better.

· Mak Tongi: Getting to know what other schools in the world are doing, their different lifestyles, what they do in their spare time- their lives after school.

St. Vincent and the Grenadines – Bequia Community High School:

· We particularly like interacting with the people of different countries of the world, countries that until now we knew nothing about.

· We have discovered a lot of similarities between the cultures of many Small Island States that are very distant from us, yet we still feel like neighbors.

Seychelles – Anse Royale Secondary School Form S3:

· Thyra Faure: What I really liked about the SIV forum was that it gave students of different cultures and nationalities the opportunity to learn more about everyday life and the disadvantages/advantages of a small island.  It also enabled us to develop our different points of view and ideas about the future of our islands.  Through SIV I have also had the opportunity to communicate with students from islands in the Caribbean and Pacific and discovered that they share some of our best things like culture, sports and language.

· Juliette Elizabeth: It enabled me to develop my writing skills and share views with other islands.  This has helped me learn about their culture and other interesting activities of other small islands.  It has given me the opportunity to share ideas on different issues.  It was a pleasure to represent my country in this forum.

2. What did you dislike about taking part in the SIV Youth Forum?

Cook Islands - Form 3L Nuketere College (responses compiled by Sophie Merkens):

· Ben Maxwell: That they stay far away from us!

· Gemma Hogg: I disliked hearing about their problems and ending up thinking our island is much better off in some ways and thinking why people are so cruel to one another.

· Lucia Putaura: What I heard about the damage that had been on the island.

· Sophie Merkens: I disliked the fact that not many schools actually participated.

· Sharon Kareroa: The lack of jobs and hotels in the countries of Small Islands Voice.

St. Vincent and the Grenadines – Bequia Community High School:

· We dislike the fact that we don’t have enough Internet connected computers, so that only a few students can participate in the forum. More Internet-connected computers would help to lessen the amount of time spent on the Internet.

Seychelles – Anse Royale Secondary School Form S3:

· Thyra Faure: The only thing I did not like was that we could not see each other’s islands though we have written about them.  Another thing was that it was difficult to get access to the computers.

· Juliette Elizabeth: We did not have a chance to see pictures of the other islands.  Since we only have one computer connected to the internet it was difficult to get access.

3.  In what ways would you like to see the SIV Youth Forum improved in the future?

Cook Islands -Form 3L Nuketere College (responses compiled by Sophie Merkens):

· Anielle Francois: What I think is that they should try to combine all our ideas with theirs, you never know what will happen. If they could put everything together it should work.

· Ramana Ina George: Have more time to improve on what we're writing, have a variety of topics to write about. 

· Mak Tongi: Meeting the people at a convention or gathering or using modern technology to communicate and respond with the other countries!!

St. Vincent and the Grenadines – Bequia Community High School:

· Would like to see more islands and people involved, so we could get a more international field. 

· We would like to see maps and brochures of the historical sites of the various places on line, which would act as a stimulus. Pictures of unique fruits or cultural activities would help.

· Have UNESCO organize an intercultural exchange, where selected students of participating countries could meet at a neutral and friendly venue to share their ideas culture and practices.

Seychelles – Anse Royale Secondary School Form S3:

· Thyra Faure: The forum could be done as a ‘chat room’ where you get the opportunity to talk and answer back directly.

· Juliette Elizabeth: More schools should be involved and more islands in the Indian Ocean.  Set a specific team for communication, especially when it comes to responding to the articles.

Teachers’ Assessment

In summary, students from English classes took part in the forum although sometimes social studies and computer class time was used. The number of students involved varied from 20-35 in each island. In each school, students only had access to one internet-connected computer, this proved a formidable constraint and resulted in long queues.  In almost all cases the preparation of the theme article was done as a classroom exercise, and responses were done either as a group effort or individually.  The teachers felt that the forum provided many advantages for their students: (a) giving them a perspective on small island living elsewhere in the world, (b) understanding that the issues they faced were similar in other small islands, (c) expanding their understanding of geography and other cultures, (d) building national pride and self-confidence and (e) improving their writing, computer and internet-surfing skills.  The main disadvantage was the limited internet access at the schools. All the islands were very enthusiastic about taking part in a second phase of the youth forum

Cook Islands – Nukutere College

· Teacher involved:  Mr. Kim Lazenby

· Number of students and classes: 20 students from Class 3L English Class

· Preparation of theme article and responses: The students prepared their responses and themes initially as individual pieces of work prompted by a whole class exercise.  These were then collated and edited by a smaller group of students as part of an ‘extension’ type activity.

· Access to Internet-connected computers: We have two computers connected to the internet at school.  One however, is in the administration office and is not accessible to students.  The other is in the computer room and students do have access to this but only under teacher supervision.  It must be noted that there is only one Internet Service Provider here on Rarotonga and their services are extremely expensive compared to elsewhere – such as New Zealand for example. No problems are experienced with Internet connections, it is only occasionally accessed.

· Advantages of the forum to the students: I think that the more able and interested students benefited to some degree in that they were given a perspective on small island life from other children elsewhere in the world. Many of the children here have very limited dealings with the ‘outside world’ and then mainly only with Australia and New Zealand where most Cook Islanders emigrate to for work.  It was interesting for them to learn about the concerns of other island dwellers around the world and to realize that many of these issues were the same things which they themselves had to contend with.  Also, geographically, it was interesting for our students to learn something about the location of these other islands in the forum and to discover something of another culture.

· Disadvantages of the forum: We encountered no problems with the forum whatsoever.

· Potential interest in taking part in a future stage of the youth forum: I am sure that our school would like to continue their involvement in any future projects.

St. Vincent and the Grenadines - Bequia Community High School

· Teachers involved: Mrs. Vernette Ollivierre, Mr. Herman Belmar, Miss Marsha Gregg

· Number of students and classes: 23 members of the Form Three English Class. Initially the English Class was used, but then Social Studies and Computer periods were used for further discussions and for internet access.

· Preparation of theme article: This was done as a class exercise.  Students worked on individual essays. The best three were used to compose the theme article.

· Preparation of responses: Individual responses were compiled into a group effort.

· Access to Internet-connected computers: Our network server is down.  Only one computer is connected.  Yes, the students have access.  However, this is limited to supervised research or surfing.

· Advantages of the forum to the students:

      
a) Having their views aired on a worldwide forum.

      
b) Being able to talk about issues affecting them with youths from similar island  

           
backgrounds facing similar problems.

      
c) A sense of national pride in answering posed questions or simply explaining 

 
those things that are unique to their island culture, e.g. whaling and nine 

            mornings.

      
d) A deeper appreciation of their island as fitting into the common bond of small 

            island as against being isolated and insignificant.

      
e) A budding respect for the uniqueness of other small islands.

      
f)  Enhancement of web surfing skills.

· Disadvantages of the forum: The greatest disadvantage was access to the internet due to the number of computers connected.  This caused:

       
a) A limitation of the variety of responses

       
b) Students to take a long time compiling responses (was time consuming)

       
c) Limitations on actual participation i.e. it created disinterest in those students      

            who did  not get the opportunity to log on to read the articles from other       

            islands.

       
d) The internet can only be accessed from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  School ends at       

            2:40pm, this gives very little time for after-school access.

e) High cost of internet-access from homes or cafes.

· Potential interest in taking part in a future youth forum: Definitely.

Seychelles – Anse Royale Secondary School

· Teachers involved: Ms. Marvelle Estrale, Ms. Marie-France Barra

· Number of students and classes: 35 members of Class 3 in their English Class.

· Preparation of theme article: There were class discussions and two students were given the responsibility to write. 

· Preparation of responses: This was sometimes done individually and other times as a group effort depending on how much time was available. 

· Access to Internet-connected computers: In the School computer room there are 10 computers but only one has internet access.   No problems were experienced with internet connections but sometimes with the computer. 

· Advantages of the forum to the students: They learnt about the existence of other islands.  They also had to practice some writing skills that are not regularly used in the classroom at this stage.  The students had to talk without prompting from the teacher, and being part of the forum by itself seems to have built their self confidence.  They also practiced their typing skills and use of the internet. 

· Disadvantages of the forum: The greatest disadvantage was access to the internet due to the fact that only one computer was connected to the internet, the queue was sometimes very long. A small network of connected computers is recommended for such a forum.  

· Potential interest in taking part in a future youth forum: Definitely.  With this experience we could do better next time and involve more students.  The forum was interesting and the knowledge and experiences we have gained have helped us understand that island nations have a lot in common.  We can also begin to learn from other islands and foresee some of the challenges which lie ahead.  This forum has helped us to think about many issues affecting us which we had never stopped to think about before.  We are also thinking about sharing our experiences with other schools on the island. 

