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ANNEX II 

PROTECTING CULTURE AND PROMOTING  
CULTURAL PLURALISM: THE KEY TO LASTING PEACE  

APPEAL 

“Unlawful attacks against sites and buildings dedicated to religion, education, art, science or 
charitable purposes, or historic monuments may constitute, under certain circumstances and 
pursuant to international law, a war crime and perpetrators of such attacks must be brought to 
justice”.9 These words come from Paragraph 4 of the historical Resolution 2347 which was adopted 
by the United Nations Security Council in March 2017 (UNSC Res. 2347, para 4); 

We, the Member States of UNESCO, 

Recalling that UNSC Resolution 2347 was inspired by the constant efforts that we have deployed 
since April 2015 in order to raise public awareness on the devastating effects of the destruction of 
cultural heritage and of the loss of cultural diversity as a result of armed conflicts on the human, 
social, economic and environmental conditions of the affected peoples (38 C/49, para 1, para 7, 
para 18); 

Affirming that the protection of culture and heritage, both tangible and intangible, as mainsprings of 
cultural diversity, is not only a cultural emergency, but also a security and humanitarian imperative, 
especially in conflict and transition situations, and an essential element in ensuring sustainable 
peace and development, and that participation and access to culture and its living expressions can 
help strengthen people’s resilience and sustain their efforts to live through and overcome crisis 
(Preamble of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, 2003; 
38 C/49, para 10); 

Recalling the Strategy for the Reinforcement of UNESCO’s action for the protection of culture and 
the promotion of cultural pluralism in the event of armed conflict, adopted by the General Conference 
in 2015 (38 C/Resolution 48), together with its Addendum on natural disasters and the Action Plan, 
as well as all the relevant international decisions and resolutions adopted in recent years, notably by 
the UN Security Council and the Human Rights Council, which have marked a historical turning point 
in the response to this unprecedented challenge (202 EX/5 Part I H); 

Solemnly appeal to all Member States and to the international community as a whole to further 
strengthen their efforts for the prevention, mitigation and recovery of the loss of cultural heritage and 
diversity that may result from natural disasters or conflicts, notably those perpetrated by extremist 
groups, and to ensure, to the extent possible, the necessary conditions for the exercise of the cultural 
rights of the concerned groups and individuals (38 C/49, para 16; Preamble of the Convention on 
the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, 2005); 

Further appeal upon all Member States to take steps, at national level, to reinforce measures for the 
protection of culture and the promotion of cultural pluralism, as well as to identify and share 
appropriate best practices for fighting every form of illegal activity in this field, including those 
concerning the illicit import, export and transfer of ownership of cultural property, both in peacetime 
and wartime (Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export 
and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, 1970); 

                                                
9  http://undocs.org/S/RES/2347%282017%29 
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Appeal, furthermore, to all Governments, international organizations on a regional and global level, 
cultural and educational institutions as well as individuals of all regions of the world, to strengthen 
efforts to raise awareness about the importance of protecting culture and promoting cultural pluralism 
for achieving peace, security and sustainable development, notably through educational 
programmes for the young generations (38 C/48: “Strategy for Reinforcing UNESCO’s Action for 
the Protection of Culture and the Promotion of Cultural Pluralism in the Event of Armed 
Conflict”; UNSC Res. 2347, para 17, i); 

Invite the Director-General, as well as the Member States, to pursue efforts over the coming years 
in order to foster the role of UNESCO in this area of work, including by mobilizing the necessary 
resources, and to reinforce the integration of culture within international humanitarian, security and 
peacebuilding policies and operations, as a means to encourage dialogue and peace among nations 
(38 C/48, para 6); 
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