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Item 2 of the Agenda: Election of the Members of the Bureau of the First Session 
of the Committee  

 
 

Decision 1. IGC 2 
 

 

The Committee, 

1. Elects Gilbert Laurin (Canada) as Chairperson of the first session of the 
Committee;  

2. Elects Antonio Otavio Sa Ricarte (Brazil), as Rapporteur of the first session of the 
Committee; 

3. Elects India, Lithuania, South Africa and Tunisia as Vice-Chairpersons of the first 
session of the Committee. 

 

 
 
Item 3 of the Agenda: Adoption of the Agenda 
 
 

Decision 1. IGC 3 
 

 

The Committee,  

1. Having examined document CE/07/1.IGC/3; 

2. Adopts the agenda of the session contained in the above-mentioned 
document as amended.  
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Annex to Decision 1. IGC 3: 
 

I. Provisional Agenda  

1. Opening session 

2. Election of the members of the Bureau of the First Session of the Committee  

3. Adoption of the Agenda  

4. Provisional Rules of Procedure of the Committee 

5. Preparation of operational guidelines for the implementation and application 
of the provisions of the Convention 

 5A Structure and content of operational guidelines 

 5B International cooperation 

 5C  Civil society participation 

6. Preparation of guidelines on the use of the resources of the International 
Fund for Cultural Diversity 

7. Dates and agenda of the next sessions of the Committee 

8. Any other Business 

9. Closing session 

 9A Oral report by the Rapporteur 

 9B Closure by the Chairperson 
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Item 4 of the Agenda: Rules of Procedure of the Committee 
 
 

DÉCISION 1.IGC 4 
 

 

The Committee, 

1.  Having examined the draft Provisional Rules of Procedure set out in document 

 CE/07/1.IGC/4; 

2.  Adopts its Provisional Rules of Procedure, as amended at its first session; 

3.  Submits its Provisional Rules of Procedure for approval to the second ordinary 
session of the Conference of Parties in June 2009. 

 

 
 
Annex to Decision 1. IGC 4 : 
 
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
PROTECTION AND PROMOTION OF THE DIVERSITY OF CULTURAL 
EXPRESSIONS 
 
 

I. Composition 
 
Rule 1 Intergovernmental Committee for the Protection and Promotion of 

the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (Article 23 of the Convention) 
 
 The Intergovernmental Committee for the Protection and Promotion of the 

Diversity of Cultural Expressions, hereinafter referred to as the 
“Committee”, shall be composed of the States Parties to the Convention, 
hereinafter referred to as “Members”, elected in accordance with Article 
23 of the Convention for the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of 
Cultural Expressions, hereinafter referred to as the “Convention”. 
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 II. Sessions 
 
Rule 2 Ordinary and extraordinary sessions 
 

2.1 The Committee shall meet annually in ordinary session. 
 

2.2 The Committee shall meet in extraordinary session at the request of at 
least two thirds of its Members. 

 
Rule 3 Convocation 
 

3.1 Sessions of the Committee shall be convened by the Chairperson of the 
Committee, hereinafter referred to as “the Chairperson”, in consultation 
with the Director-General of UNESCO, hereinafter referred to as “the 
Director-General”. 

 
3.2 The Director-General shall inform the Members of the Committee of the 

date, place and provisional agenda of each session, not less than sixty 
days in advance in the case of an ordinary session and, if possible, not 
less than thirty days in advance in the case of an extraordinary session. 

 
3.3 The Director-General shall, at the same time, inform organizations, 

individuals and observers mentioned in Rules 6 and 7 of the date, place 
and provisional agenda of each session. 

 
Rule 4 Date and place of the session 
 

4.1 The Committee shall determine at each session, in consultation with the 
Director-General the date of the next session. The Bureau may, if 
necessary, modify the date, in consultation with the Director-General. 

 
4.2 The sessions of the Committee will normally take place at UNESCO 

Headquarters in Paris. On an exceptional basis, the Committee may 
decide by a two-thirds majority to hold a session on the territory of one of 
its Members in consultation with the Director-General. 

 
 

III. Participants 
 
Rule 5 Delegations 
 

5.1 Each Member of the Committee shall designate a representative who 
may be assisted by alternates, advisers and experts. 

 
5.2 Members of the Committee shall nominate as their representatives 

persons who are qualified in the fields covered by the Convention. 
 
5.3 Members of the Committee shall transmit to the Secretariat in writing the 

names, functions and qualifications of their representatives. 

 



CE/07/1.IGC/Dec. – page 6 

Rule 6 Invitations for consultation 
 
 The Committee may invite at any time public or private organizations or 

individuals to participate in its meeting for consultation on specific issues 
(Article 23.7 of the Convention). 

 
Rule 7 Observers 
 

7.1 Parties to the Convention which are not Members of the Committee may 
attend its sessions as observers, as well as all its subsidiary bodies, and 
shall benefit from the rights as described in Article 20 below, subject to 
the provisions of Article 18. 

 
7.2 The representatives of Member States of UNESCO not Parties to the 

Convention, Associate Members and permanent observer missions to 
UNESCO may, upon written notification, participate in the work of the 
Committee as observers, without the right to vote, and subject to the 
provisions of Rule 20.3. 

 
7.3 Representatives of the United Nations and organizations of the United 

Nations system and other intergovernmental organizations, which have 
concluded mutual representation agreements with UNESCO, may, upon 
written notification, participate in the work of the Committee as observers, 
without the right to vote, and subject to the provisions of Rule 20.3. 

 
7.4 Intergovernmental organizations other than those referred to in Rule 7.3 

and nongovernmental organizations having interests and activities in the 
field covered by the Convention, could be authorized by the Committee, 
according to modalities to be determined by the latter, to participate in its 
work as observers, without the right to vote, and subject to the provisions 
of Rule 20.3, at several of its sessions, at a single session or at a specific 
meeting of a session upon written request to the Director-General. 

 
 
 IV. Agenda 
 
Rule 8 Provisional Agenda 
 

8.1 The provisional agenda of the sessions of the Committee shall be 
prepared by UNESCO Secretariat (Article 24.2 of the Convention). 

 
8.2 The provisional agenda of an ordinary session of the Committee may 

include: 
 

(a) Any question required by the Convention or the present Rules; 
 
(b) Any question referred by the Conference of Parties to the 

Convention; 
 
(c) Any question the inclusion of which has been decided by the 

Committee at a previous session; 
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(d) Any question proposed by Members of the Committee; 
 
(e) Any question proposed by Parties to the Convention which are not 

Members of the Committee; 
 
(f) Any question proposed by the Director-General. 

 
 

8.3 The provisional agenda of an extraordinary session shall include only 
those questions for the consideration of which the session has been 
convened. 

 
Rule 9 Adoption of the Agenda 
 
 The Committee shall adopt at the beginning of each session its agenda 

for that session. 
 
Rule 10 Amendments, deletions and new items 
 
 The Committee may amend, delete or add items to the agenda so 

adopted if so decided by a two-thirds majority of the Members present 
and voting. 

 
 

V. Bureau 
 
Rule 11 Bureau 
 

11.1 The Bureau of the Committee shall consist of the Chairperson, one or 
more Vice-Chairpersons and a Rapporteur, in conformity with the 
principle of equitable geographical representation. The Bureau shall 
coordinate the work of the Committee and fix the dates, times and order 
of business of meetings. The Chairperson will be assisted in carrying out 
his/her duties by the other members of the Bureau. 

 
11.2 The Bureau shall meet during the sessions of the Committee as 

frequently as it deems necessary. 
 
Rule 12 Elections 
 

12.1 The Committee, at the end of each ordinary session, shall elect, from 
among those Committee Members whose term of office continues 
through the next ordinary session, a Chairperson, one or more Vice-
Chairpersons and a Rapporteur who shall remain in office until the end of 
that session, and shall not be immediately re-eligible. On a transitory 
basis, the members of the Bureau of the first session shall be elected at 
the beginning of the session and their term of office shall expire at the end 
of the next ordinary session. The election of the Chairperson should 
respect the principle of geographic rotation without prejudice to the 
provisions of Rule 12.2.  
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12.2 On an exceptional basis, a session held outside of UNESCO 

Headquarters may elect its own Bureau. 
 
12.3 In electing the Bureau, the Committee shall have due regard to the need 

to ensure equitable geographical representation and, as much as 
possible, a balance among the fields covered by the Convention. 

 
Rule 13 Duties of the Chairperson 
 

13.1 In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him/her elsewhere by 
these Rules, the Chairperson shall open and close each plenary meeting 
of the Committee. He/she shall direct the discussions, ensure observance 
of these Rules, accord the right to speak, put questions to the vote and 
announce decisions. He/she shall rule on points of order and, subject to 
these Rules, shall see to the smooth conduct of the proceedings and the 
maintenance of order. He/she shall not vote, but he/she may instruct 
another member of his/her delegation to vote on his/her behalf. He/she 
shall exercise all other duties entrusted to him/her by the Committee. 

 
13.2 A Vice-Chairperson acting as Chairperson shall have the same powers 

and duties as the Chairperson. 
 
13.3 The Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson(s) of a subsidiary body of the 

Committee shall have the same powers and duties in regard to the bodies 
over which they are called upon to preside, as the Chairperson or the 
Vice-Chairperson(s) of the Committee. 

 
Rule 14 Replacement of Chairperson 
 

14.1 If the Chairperson is unable to act at any session of the Committee or 
Bureau, or part thereof, his/her functions shall be exercised by a Vice-
Chairperson. 

 
14.2 If the Chairperson ceases to represent a Member of the Committee or is 

for any reason unable to complete his/her term of office, he/she shall be 
replaced by a Vice- Chairperson, after consultation within the Committee, 
for the remainder of the term of office. 

 
14.3 The Chairperson shall abstain from exercising his/her functions for all 

issues that concern the State Party of which he/she is a national. 
 
Rule 15 Replacement of the Rapporteur 
 

15.1 If the Rapporteur is unable to act at any session of the Committee or 
Bureau, or part thereof, his/her functions shall be exercised by a Vice-
Chairperson. 

 
15.2 if the Rapporteur ceases to represent a Member of the Committee or if for 

any reason he/she is unable to complete his/her term of office, he/she 
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shall be replaced by a Vice-Chairperson, after consultation within the 
Committee, for the remainder of the term of office. 
 
 
VI. Conduct of business 

 
Rule 16 Quorum 
 

16.1 At plenary meetings, a quorum shall consist of a majority of the Members 
of the Committee. 

 
16.2 At meetings of subsidiary bodies, a quorum shall consist of a majority of 

the States which are members of the bodies concerned. 
 
16.3 Neither the Committee nor its subsidiary bodies shall decide on any 

matter unless a quorum is present. 
 
Rule 17 Public nature of meetings 
 

Meetings shall be held in public unless decided otherwise by the 
Committee. 

 
Rule 18 Private meetings 
 

18.1 If, in exceptional circumstances, the Committee decides to hold a private 
meeting, it shall determine the persons who shall be present, in addition 
to the representatives of the Members of the Committee. 

 
18.2 Any decision taken by the Committee at a private meeting shall be 

presented in written form at a subsequent public meeting. 
 
18.3 At each private meeting, the Committee shall decide whether the 

summary records and working documents of that meeting shall be 
published. Documents resulting from private meetings shall be made 
public after a period of twenty years. 

 
Rule 19 Subsidiary bodies 
 

19.1 The Committee may establish such subsidiary bodies as it deems 
necessary for the conduct of its work. 

 
19.2 It shall define the composition and the terms of reference (including 

mandate and duration of office) of such subsidiary bodies at the time of 
their establishment. These bodies are composed of Members of the 
Committee. 

 
19.3 Each subsidiary body shall elect its Chairperson and, if necessary, its 

Vice- President(s) and its Rapporteur. 
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19.4 In appointing members of subsidiary bodies, due regard shall be given to 
the need to ensure an equitable representation of the different regions of 
the world. 

 
Rule 20 Order and time-limit of speeches 
 

20.1 The Chairperson may give the floor to speakers, Members of the 
Committee, in the order in which they signify their wish to speak. 
Observers may speak at the end of the debate in the following order: 
representatives of Parties to the Convention, representatives of Member 
States not Parties to the Convention, other observers. At the request of a 
Member of the Committee, which is a Member of a regional economic 
integration organization Party to the Convention, the Chairperson may 
give the floor to a representative of that organization to speak on issues 
on which the organization has declared its competence under Article 27 
(3) (c) of the Convention. 

 
20.2 The Chairperson may limit the time allowed to each speaker if 

circumstances make this desirable. 
 
20.3 Organizations, individuals and observers referred to in Rules 6 and 7 may 

address the meeting with the prior consent of the Chairperson. 
 
Rule 21 Text of proposals 
 

At the request of any Member of the Committee, supported by two other 
Members, discussion of any substantive motion, resolution or amendment 
shall be suspended until the text is circulated in the two working 
languages to all Committee Members present. 

 
Rule 22 Division of proposals 
 

Part of a proposal shall be voted on separately if so requested by a 
Member of the Committee. Those parts of a proposal which have been 
approved in separate vote shall then be put to a vote as a whole. If all the 
parts, constituting the proposal, have been rejected, the proposal shall be 
considered to have been rejected as a whole. 

 
Rule 23 Voting on amendments 
 

23.1 When an amendment to a proposal is moved, the amendment shall be 
voted on first. When two or more amendments to a proposal are moved, 
the Committee shall first vote on the amendment deemed by the 
Chairperson to be furthest removed in substance from the original 
proposal, and then on the amendment next furthest removed therefrom 
and so on, until all the amendments have been put to a vote. 

 
23.2 If one or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal shall 

then be voted upon as a whole. 
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23.3 A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it adds to, deletes 
from or revises part of that proposal. 

 
Rule 24 Voting on proposals 
 

If two or more proposals relate to the same question, the Committee shall, 
unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order in which 
they have been submitted. The Committee may, after each vote on a 
proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal. 

 
Rule 25 Withdrawal of proposals 
 
 A proposal may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voting on 

it has begun, provided that the proposal has not been amended. A 
proposal withdrawn may be reintroduced by another Member of the 
Committee. 

 
Rule 26 Points of order 
 

26.1 During a discussion, a Member of the Committee may raise a point of 
order which shall be immediately ruled on by the Chairperson. 

 
26.2 An appeal may be made against the ruling of the Chairperson. Such 

appeal shall be put to the vote immediately and the Chairperson’s ruling 
shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the Members present and 
voting. 

 
Rule 27 Procedural motions 
 

During a discussion, a Member of the Committee may propose a 
procedural motion: suspension or adjournment of the meeting, 
adjournment of the debate or closure of the debate. 

 
Rule 28 Suspension or adjournment of the meeting 
 

During the discussion of any matter, a Member of the Committee may 
move the suspension or adjournment of the meeting. Any such motion 
shall be put to the vote immediately and without discussion. 

 
Rule 29 Adjournment of the debate 
 

During the discussion of any matter, a Member of the Committee may 
move the adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. On 
moving the adjournment the Member shall indicate whether he moves the 
adjournment sine die or to a particular time which he/she shall specify. In 
addition to the proposer of the motion, one speaker may speak in favour 
of, and one against, the motion. 
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Rule 30 Closure of the debate 
 

A Member of the Committee may at any time move the closure of the 
debate, whether or not any other speaker has signified his wish to take 
part in the discussion. If application is made for permission to speak 
against the closure, it may be accorded to not more than two speakers. 
The Chairperson shall then put the motion for closure to the vote and, if 
the Committee is in favour of the motion, the Chairperson shall declare 
the closure of the debate. 

 
Rule 31 Order of procedural motions 
 

Subject to the provisions of Rule 26, such motions shall have precedence, 
in the following order, over all other proposals or motions before the 
meeting: 

 
 (a) Suspension of the meeting; 
 
 (b) Adjournment of the meeting; 
 
 (c) Adjournment of the debate on the question under discussion; 
 
 (d) Closure of the debate on the question under discussion. 
 
Rule 32  Decisions 
 

32.1 The Committee shall adopt such decisions and recommendations as it 
may deem appropriate. 

 
32.2 The text of each decision shall be adopted at the end of the discussion of 

the agenda item. 
 
 

VII. Voting 
 
Rule 33 Voting rights 
 

Each Member of the Committee shall have one vote in the Committee. 
 
Rule 34 Conduct during voting 
  

After the Chairperson has announced the beginning of voting, no one 
shall interrupt the voting except a Member of the Committee on a point of 
order in connection with the actual conduct of the voting. 

 
Rule 35 Simple majority 
 
 Except where otherwise specified in these Rules, all decisions of the 

Committee shall be taken by a simple majority of the Members present 
and voting. 
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Rule 36 Counting of votes 
 
 For the purposes of these Rules, the expression “Members present and 

voting” shall mean Members casting an affirmative or negative vote. 
Members abstaining from voting shall be regarded as having not voted. 

 
Rule 37 Method of voting 
 

37.1 Voting shall be by a show of hands unless a secret ballot is requested by 
one Member of the Committee and seconded by two others. 

 
37.2 If there is any doubt concerning the result of a vote by show of hands, the 

Chairperson may take a second vote by a roll call. 
 
37.3 A vote by roll call shall also be taken if it is requested by not less than two 

Members of the Committee before the voting begins. 
 

Rule 38 Conduct of voting by secret ballot 
 

38.1 Before the vote begin, the Chairperson shall appoint two tellers to 
scrutinize the votes cast. 

 
38.2 When the counting of the votes is completed and the tellers have reported 

to the Chairperson, he/she shall announce the results of the ballot bearing 
in mind that the voting will be recorded as follows: 

 
From the total number of the Members of the Committee will be deducted: 
(a) the number of Members absent, if any; 
(b) the number of blank ballot papers, if any; 
(c)  the number of invalid ballot papers, if any. 
 

 The remaining number will constitute the number of votes recorded. 
 
 
 VIII. Secretariat of the Committee 
 
Rule 39 The Secretariat 
 

39.1 The Committee shall be assisted by the UNESCO Secretariat (Article 24 
of the Convention). 

 
39.2 The Director-General or his/her representative shall participate in the 

work of the Committee and of its subsidiary bodies, without the right to 
vote. He/she may at any time make either oral or written statements on 
any question under consideration. 

 
39.3 The Director-General shall appoint an official of the Secretariat of 

UNESCO to act as Secretary to the Committee, and other officials who 
shall together constitute the Secretariat of the Committee. 

 

 



CE/07/1.IGC/Dec. – page 14 

39.4 The Secretariat shall receive, translate and distribute all official 
documents of the Committee and shall arrange for the interpretation of 
the discussions. 

 
39.5 The Secretariat shall perform all other duties necessary for the proper 

conduct of the work of the Committee. 
 

 
IX. Working languages and reports 

 
Rule 40 Working languages 
 

40.1 The working languages of the Committee shall be English and French. 
Every effort shall be made, including through extra-budgetary funding, to 
facilitate the use of the other official languages of the United Nations as 
working languages. 

 
40.2 Statements made at a meeting of the Committee in one of the working 

languages shall be interpreted into the other language. 
 
40.3 Speakers may, however, speak in any other language, provided they 

make their own arrangements for interpretation of their statements into 
one of the working languages. 

 
40.4 The documents of the Committee shall be issued simultaneously in 

English and French. 
 
Rule 41 Deadline for distribution of documents 
 

The documents relating to the items on the provisional agenda of each 
session of the Committee shall be made available in the two working 
languages in electronic format and distributed as hard copies to the 
Members of the Committee at the latest four weeks before the beginning 
of the session. They shall be provided to organizations, individuals and 
observers under Rules 6 and 7 in electronic format. 

 
Rule 42 Reports of the sessions 
 

At the end of each session, the Committee shall adopt the list of decisions 
that shall be published simultaneously in the two working languages in the 
month that follows the closure of the session. 

 
Rule 43 Summary record 
 
 The Secretariat shall prepare a detailed draft summary record of the 

Committee’s meetings in the two working languages for approval at the 
opening of the next session. This draft summary record shall be published 
electronically simultaneously in the two working languages, at the latest 
three months after the closure of the session. 
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Rule 44 Communication of documentation 
 
 The list of decisions and the final summary record of the debates in public 

meetings shall be transmitted by the Director-General to the Members of 
the Committee and to the organizations, individuals and observers under 
Rules 6 and 7. 

 
Rule 45 Reports to the Conference of Parties 
 

45.1 The Committee shall submit a report on its activities and decisions to the 
Conference of Parties. 

 
45.2 The Committee may authorize its Chairperson to submit these reports on 

its behalf. 
 
45.3 Copies of the reports shall be sent to all Parties to the Convention. 

 
 
 X. Adoption, amendment and suspension of the Rules of Procedure 
 
Rule 46 Adoption 
 

The Committee shall adopt its Rules of Procedure by a decision taken in 
plenary meeting by a majority of the Members present and voting. 

 
Rule 47 Amendment 
 

The Committee may amend the Rules of Procedure, except when they 
reproduce provisions of the Convention, by a decision taken in plenary 
meeting by a two-thirds majority of the Members present and voting, 
provided the proposed amendment has been included in the agenda of 
the session in accordance with Rules 8 and 9. 

 
Rule 48 Suspension 
 
 The Committee may suspend the application of any Rule of Procedure, 

except when it reproduces provisions of the Convention, by a decision 
taken in plenary meeting by a two-thirds majority of the Members present 
and voting. 
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Item 5A of the agenda: Structure and content of the operational guidelines for the 
implementation and application of the provisions of the Convention 

 
 
Decision 1.IGC 5A 
 

 

The Committee, 

1. Having examined the draft Table of Contents of the Operational Guidelines 
proposed in document CE/07/1.IGC/5A, 

2. Takes note of the draft Table of Contents of the Operational Guidelines as it 
appears in the above-mentioned document, as well as of the comments 
made during the debate;  

3. Decides that the examination of the provisions of the Convention on the 
promotion and protection of cultural expressions (Articles 7, 8 and 17) will be 
included in the agenda of the next ordinary or extraordinary session of the 
Committee;  

4. Takes note of the working methods of the Committee for the drafting of the 
Operational Guidelines as proposed in document CE/07/1.IGC/5A. 
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Item 5B of the agenda: International Cooperation 

 
 
Decision 1.IGC 5B 
 

 

The Committee,  

1.  Having examined document CE/07/1.IGC/5B,  

2.  Taking note of the rich debate on this issue at this session and underlining 
the importance of early implementation of the principle of international 
cooperation, 

3.  Invites the Secretariat to present to the Committee, at its next ordinary or 
extraordinary session a draft text of the Operational Guidelines on the 
concept of, and modalities for, partnerships (Article 15 of the Convention), 
taking into account the discussion of this issue by the Committee; 

4.  Invites Parties to the Convention to make proposals by the end of June 2008 
on the modalities for implementing Article 13 regarding the integration of 
culture in sustainable development policies, with a view to their examination 
by the Committee at its session in December 2008; 

5.  Invites the Secretariat to select, in consultation with the Chair of the 
Committee, six qualified experts, representative of the different perspectives 
relating to preferential treatment (Article 16 of the Convention) and coming 
from countries in different stages of economic development. Each of the 
experts will be tasked with preparing a factual document on this issue, 
enumerating definitions, regulations and existing practices, which will be 
submitted to the Committee for examination at its session in December 2008; 

6.  Decides to include International cooperation as dealt with in Articles 12, 13, 
14, 15 and 16 of the Convention, on the agenda of its December 2008 
session.  
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Item 5C of the agenda: Role and participation of civil society in the implementation 
of the provisions of the Convention 
 

Decision 1 IGC 5C  

 
The Committee, 
 
1. Having examined document CE/07/1.IGC/5C; 
 
2. Emphasizing the importance of the role of civil society in the implementation 

of the Convention and taking note of the report contained in document 
CE/07/1.IGC/INF. 6, 

 
3. Invites the Secretariat to prepare, taking into account the comments of the 

Committee during this session, draft operational guidelines which include:  
 
-  an inclusive definition of civil society in the context of the Convention, 
-  criteria for the accreditation of representatives of civil society having   
 interests and activities in the fields covered by the Convention, 
-  modalities by which the representatives of civil society can contribute to 
 the Committee’s work and the implementation of the Convention; 
 

4. Requests the Secretariat to organize, with the full participation of all Parties to 
the Convention, before the next session of the Committee, a session of 
exchange of views with representatives of civil society having interest and 
activities in the fields covered by the Convention and having official relations 
with UNESCO and/or having been invited to the Conference of Parties, on 
the role and participation of civil society;  

 
5. Requests the Secretariat to fully involve UNESCO field offices and National 

Commissions so as to facilitate the future participation of civil society from 
different regions in the world in the work of the Committee;  

 
6. Decides that the examination of the draft operational guidelines relating to civil 

society will be included on the agenda of its next session. 
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Item 6 of the agenda: Preparation of guidelines on the use of the resources of the 
International Fund for Cultural Diversity  
 
 

Decision 1.IGC 6 

 
The Committee, 
 
1. Having examined document CE/07/1.IGC/6, 
 
2.  Recalling Resolution 1.CP 7, by which the Conference of Parties requested 

the Committee to submit to it for approval, at its second ordinary session, 
draft guidelines on the use of the resources of the Fund in compliance with 
Article 18.4, by specifying its priorities and modalities, 

 
3.  Recalling decision 1. IGC 5B by which it decided that the different aspects of 

cooperation for development (Article 14 of the Convention) would be 
examined in conjunction with the provisions on the Fund (Articles 14 (d) (i) 
and 18 of the Convention), 

 
4.  Decides to continue the preparation of the operational guidelines on the 

provisions on  cooperation for development, in conjunction with those on the 
use of the resources of the Fund, and to include this item on the agenda of its 
session in December 2008;  

 
5.  Requests the Secretariat to prepare, in light of the debates of the present 

session and of the written contributions to be submitted to the Secretariat 
before the end of February 2008 an interim report which will be presented at 
its next session in June 2008.  
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Item 7 of the provisional agenda: Dates of the future sessions of the Committee 
 
 

Decision 1. IGC 7 
 

 
The Committee, 

1. Decides to convene its second ordinary session at UNESCO Headquarters in 
Paris during the month of December 2008; 

2. Decides to convene an extraordinary session at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris 
during the month of June 2008 to:  
 
2.1 discuss issues related to the elaboration of draft Operational   
  Guidelines, concerning the: 
 
  - protection and promotion of cultural expressions (Articles   
   7, 8 and 17 of the Convention); 
 
  -  concept of, and modalities for, partnerships (Article 15); 
 
  -  role and participation of civil society (Article 11 and related   
   articles); 
 
2.2 examine the interim report on the contributions of Parties to the   
  orientations on the use of the Fund (Article 18) and cooperation for  
  development (Article 14); 
 
2.3 take note of the interim report of the Chairperson on the selection of  
  experts and the terms of reference for the work requested in accordance 
  with paragraph 5 of Decision 1.IGC 5B (preferential treatment); 

3. Authorizes the Chairperson, on a transitory basis and until the modalities under 
Rule 7.4 of the Provisional Rules of Procedure are determined by the Committee, 
to request the Director-General to invite the organizations referred to in this Rule, 
which have made a written request, to attend its next two sessions. 
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Decision 1. IGC 8 
 

 
 
The Committee, 
 
1. Welcoming the excellent quality of the working documents prepared by the 

Secretariat of the Convention for its first ordinary session, 
 
2. Aware of the limited human resources of the Secretariat, 
 
3. Considering the importance, complexity, urgency and volume of the tasks 

given to the Secretariat with a view to the next sessions of the Committee 
and the Second Conference of Parties, 

 
4. Requests that the Director-General, in an urgent manner, take the necessary 

steps to reinforce the personnel of the Secretariat of the Convention; 
 
5. Recommends the Director-General to seek the necessary extrabudgetary 

funds for the current biennium and to increase the budget for the Convention 
in the next UNESCO Draft Programme and Budget (35 C/5). 
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