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Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear friends, 
 

After two weeks of very intensive work and debate, I am 

delighted to see that we have reached the end of this second 

intergovernmental meeting on the draft Convention on the 

Protection of the Diversity of Cultural Contents and Artistic 

Expressions.  

    

Clearly this topic continues to generate enormous interest 

as demonstrated by the fact that this meeting was attended by 

550 delegates from over 135 States and Permanent Observers, 9 

IGOs and 23 NGO’s. This impressive turnout reflects the 

intensity, the quality and the interest in this Convention.  

 

Two weeks is a long time. After my return from exile in 

1990, I had never spent more than a week outside South Africa. 

When I retired from the Cabinet it was for a quiet life. I have 

never been away for so long, and I have never had − even in 

those extraordinary days in 1994 when, as Wordsworth said 

“bliss was it in that dawn to be alive” − encountered an 

experience of the intensity of the last two weeks. So I am sure 

that all of us, whether we live in Pretoria or in Paris, will be 

happy to return to our families and loved ones.  
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As our Rapporteur has informed us in his oral report, we 

have made undeniable progress despite occasional frustrations, 

which, as we all know, are an inherent part of international 

negotiations. If you ever look at the long history of the 

negotiation of the Convention on the High Seas you realise what 

real negotiations are about. But of course we are not negotiating 

about destroying weapons of mass destruction, we are not 

negotiating about the law of the high seas, we are not 

negotiating international atomic energy legislation; we are doing 

something which is very different. And for a number of reasons.  

 

I come from an Anglo-Saxon tradition. We are 

accustomed to viewing culture as an individual matter. The 

expressions by writers, poets, etc. are individual manifestations 

of their will and creativeness. Since September of last year, it 

has become quite clear to me that this tradition lies outside the 

sphere of collective consciousness, and therein lies the 

difference. The collective consciousness is very much part of 

the non Anglo-Saxon tradition and is reflected in 

communitarian activities. Therefore the individual is not the 

sole purpose of organized life. Mrs Thatcher once said “there is 

no such thing as society there are only individuals”, and this 

reflects a particular ethical and moral view of society.  
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It has become clear to me, as someone actively interested 

in our diverse backgrounds, that without the recognition of 

collective efforts − although the individual is the primary actor 

− our worlds’ cultural wealth can easily become imperilled. 

Therefore it is important to recognize that there are traditions 

other than the Anglo-Saxon tradition. If you look at for example 

the great paintings of the Medieval and Reformation eras, they 

are closely associated with religion. Indeed we associate all the 

great paintings of the Renaissance with religion, which is a 

collective activity. The great tradition of the Irish bibles written 

in such beautiful lettering was a tradition of the monks, a 

collective tradition. In the same way, the development of the 

Greek Orthodox tradition of icons was a tradition that came 

from villages with their insight into the idea of the deity – it was 

once again a very collective activity. Visiting the great Chester 

Beatty Library in Dublin, which has the biggest collection of 

Korans in the world, you can see that there was a village-based 

communitarian tradition of calligraphy .  

 

That is why, for me, the link between culture and dignity − 

the individual and collective dignity − is enormously important. 

Because in my view as a lawyer, it is the recognition of dignity 

from which all the other rights flow in democratic societies. The 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights says that human dignity 

constitutes "the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the 
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world”.  The jewel of the South African legal system, the 

Constitutional Court, recognizes as the foundation principle of 

the constitutional order: justice, freedom, equality and dignity. 

And I understand that in the new European Union Constitution, 

dignity has a primary role to play. So that the importance of 

culture as a factor for the equal distribution of dignity goes 

without saying. 

 

 I believe, therefore, in the need to ensure dignity through 

the recognition of the vast range of cultural expressions, 

particularly those vulnerable forms that are often associated, 

whether we like it or not, with women and the poor. And 

although women and the poor are not the same, the burden of 

deprivation mostly falls on women. We must not forget that the 

draft Convention deals not only with the lucrative film and 

publishing industries, motorcars and logos but also encompasses 

what I call "non-profitable", but nevertheless invaluable, forms 

of human creativity such as traditional crafts, medicines, boat 

making − as we learnt from the tsunami disasters on the Somalia 

Coast, the  Andaman Islands and in the deeper recesses of Atche 

− lifestyles and knowledge systems, all of which are in fact 

important cultural expressions. And many of these are very 

fragile.  
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So I trust that after our long deliberations, we can all 

endeavour to promote culturally sensitive development by 

creating genuine partnerships between decision makers on 

cultural policies – ministers of culture, policy makers – in areas 

traditionally outside the realm of culture, such as health, town 

planning, education and communication. In this way, we may 

advocate UNESCO's mandate in promoting "culture in 

development" by conceiving appropriate policies as 

demonstrated by the outcome of the Johannesburg Summit on 

sustainable development.  In fact, the articles on international 

cooperation (former articles 14 to 18) underline this approach.  

 

Lastly, we all agree that culture is the most genuine 

platform for active dialogue, and this is precisely the ultimate 

objective of this draft Convention. I do not think that this 

requires further explanation in this forum.  

 

So as Chairperson of this Plenary − and you have charged 

us with a very heavy responsibility to prepare a consolidated 

document which we will discharge in absolute good faith in 

accordance with the instructions of the Plenary − I appeal to all 

participants in the debate that is maturing to remain flexible and 

to apply your specific competence in a spirit of cooperation and 

mutual respect − not only among delegates but mutual respect 

among different cultures and traditions as well. I consider all of 
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you very beautiful people, but much more important than my 

recognition of you as beautiful people is my recognition of the 

diversity of the world for that diversity becomes an instrument 

of cooperation rather than subordination and exploitation as has 

happened before.  

 
We should refrain from bringing in the concepts of power 

which are not really relevant here. The fundamental issues we 

are dealing with involve human beings rather than commodities 

and weapons of mass destruction. At UNESCO, the aim of 

international negotiations is not to win or lose, but to seek the 

common good. 

 

Allow me to remind you also that UNESCO is entrusted 

with a mandate to ensure the "fruitful diversity of cultures". The 

role of the Organization is therefore to stress the vital cultural 

roots of any innovative, endogenous, sustainable and future-

oriented development policy.  

 

We are here because UNESCO – as the international 

forum par excellence – can work together with Member States, 

international governmental and non-governmental 

organizations, civil society and the private sector to elaborate 

appropriate concepts and policies to strengthen local capacities 

in order to become supportive of each other. 
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So I conclude by expressing my sincere thanks to the 

Bureau, which has been very active, to the indefatigable 

UNESCO Secretariat for its efficiency and logistical expertise, 

to the working groups − the informal and more formal ones − 

whose efforts enabled us to move forward more efficiently, and 

to the Chairperson of the Drafting Committee who as I 

mentioned earlier “went through the mincing machine” for over 

three weeks. I also extend my thanks to the translators and the 

interpreters for their sheer professionalism and interest.  

 

But I must also extend my thanks to you, dear delegates, 

who are rapidly becoming the actual "owners" of this 

Convention.  You see we have got to talk to each other, we can 

not talk at each other. Let me say therefore that I am not being 

arrogant or complacent when I assert that our world can reach 

out as never before in its history as a confluence of encouraging 

possibilities. 

 

So I commend this draft to you confident that its 

implementation will help to place us on the high road to 

ensuring that this very unequal world becomes a winning world 

for all of us. For the distribution of resources until now has not 

enabled all peoples to find their place as dignified communities. 

Therefore it is part of the process of the renewal of my 
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continent, Africa, and the creation of a better world. I believe 

that acting together, we have the capacity to realize these 

objectives, and sparing neither effort nor strength we can build a 

better world for all of us that belongs truly to all those who live 

in it, unified and united in our extraordinary diversity. 

 
I wish you all well. 
As we say in Zulu “hamba kahle”. 
Go well dear delegates. 

 
Thank you very much. 
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