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Your Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

We have finally reached the end of a week of important deliberations on a subject that 
is clearly of utmost importance to all of us and one capable of arousing, on occasion, some 
passion.  
 

For me it has been an extraordinary week. UNESCO registered over 550 delegates, 
from 132 States. This turnout has been well beyond their expectations. We have heard 
numerous interventions from Member States from all over the world as well as from NGOs 
and IGOs. The sheer number as well as the quality of these interventions bear witness to the 
relevance and importance of the subject at hand. 

 
 As I stated in my opening address, the process we have embarked upon is an 
incremental one, in which the Member States—the ultimate creators of the future 
Convention—have begun the negotiating process by coming together to air their views and 
brainstorm on their different positions. This “conversation” has enabled us to learn from each 
other, to refine our own arguments or to reaffirm our positions.   

 
We have heard a multitude of constructive and sometimes divergent ideas, and I 

believe, or at least I hope, we have opened some new windows. Synergies may emerge from 
such interventions… Allow me to commend you on your constructive and active participation 
in our discussions.  
 

 Now we need not only to process this wealth of data and transform it into useful 
information, but we also need to share it with other key actors in our respective countries: If 
there is a lesson to draw from this exercise, I would say it is the need to build unified 
positions at the national level. Why ?  

 
Governments are increasingly faced with an array of difficult policy issues at national, 

regional and international levels.  Often such issues first arise and are then discussed and 
negotiated within a variety of different government departments, regional processes and 
intergovernmental organizations.  
 

Yet, especially today’s fast-moving and interconnected world, policy issues that may 
first arise within different policy forums are often overlapping and inter-related.   
 

Dealing with the issues in fragmented ways does not enable them to be discussed 
comprehensively, taking into account their multi-disciplinary nature.  Some countries, with 
their limited resources, may struggle to participate meaningfully in policy discussions 
covering related policy issues. 
 

This Convention is an example of an instrument that reaches across various policy 
areas – culture, trade, education, tourism, intellectual property, human rights (which provides 
of course over-arching standards), finance, foreign affairs, indigenous peoples’ rights, gender, 
and small and medium-size enterprise development, to name a few.  The fact that there has 
been so much discussion of the relationship between this draft Convention and other 
instruments testifies to the close inter-relation of these policy issues. 
 

I therefore suggest that the issues raised by the Convention be discussed and consulted 
widely and inter-departmentally at the national level. Denmark, for example, referred to 
ongoing national hearings aimed at formulating, as the delegate put it, a national 'bottom-up’ 
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approach.  National consultations enable countries to develop integrated and coherent 
positions and approaches that take into account their national developmental policy 
objectives.   
 

Horizontal consultation is also essential if the Convention that States will eventually 
adopt is to operate effectively across the various policy areas it touches upon. 
  

Fragmentation at the national level reinforces undesirable fragmentation at regional 
and international levels.  
 

With wide domestic inter-departmental consultation, delegates attending further 
meetings of this Intergovernmental Committee would then be able to present the integrated 
views of all affected departments.  

 
Building coherent national positions is certainly one of the challenges ahead. From 

what I have heard in the course of our meeting, the good news is that a genuine diversity of 
human creativity must flourish and circulate in order to be available to all. Our task now 
remains to elucidate the best and most efficient means of attaining this shared goal.  
 

Means and ends… we all truly share the same views concerning ends, and therefore 
this Convention should not be considered a threat since one of its principal objectives, simply 
put, is to ensure that domestic and international creativity flourishes through cultural 
exchanges. This Convention is not only for small States. There are many groups, especially 
minorities in developed states, struggling to find a place for cultural expressions.  
 

I hope that following our discussions you will able to crystallize your written 
recommendations, which you will submit to the UNESCO Secretariat before 15 November. 

 
I would now like to conclude by expressing my gratitude to all of you, not only for 

electing me and placing such a large responsibility on my shoulders, but also for sharing with 
me this unique learning experience. As a former Minister of Education, I can tell you that this 
is truly part of my lifelong education… getting to know UNESCO’s ins and outs, its style and 
approach to international legislation. 

 
I wish in particular to thank UNESCO’s Director-General whose quest for fair balance 

I admire. Also many thanks to Mr Mounir Bouchenaki Assistant Director General of the 
Culture Sector.  Last but not least, thanks to the wonderful Mediterranean woman, on my left, 
Katérina Stenou, who has been dominating my life for the last week. Thanks then to her and 
her brilliant team, our work has become easier and more pleasant.  Although I am not obliged 
by protocol to do so, I would also like to thank the interpreters and technicians who have 
followed our intense if not crazy pace and allowed us to finish our work more quickly than 
anticipated by our agenda. 

 
In my opening speech I quoted from Ben Okri that our work is not finished as we still 

have our dreams.  Let me finish by quoting from W.B. Yeats who summarizes our work:   
 
“But, I being poor, have only my dreams;  
I have spread my dreams under your feet,  
so tread softly because you tread on my dreams” 
 
Many thanks to you …  
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