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Search watches by year:    2009  2008  2006 
 
 
Monday 18 January 2010 
Three Digital Library projects: Challenges and Affinities 
An opportunity to see what is different and what is shared between Europeana, Google Book Search 
and UNESCO’s World Digital Library. With Laurence de Richemont, representative of the European 
Union in France, Philippe Colombet, Google Book Search Ambassador in France and Abdelazziz Abid, 
coordonnateur du projet de l’UNESCO. 
 
 
Tuesday 1st December 2009 ▲ 
Microfinance and macro-benefits: culture and training as factors of and sustainability  
Joaquim Melo, community leader, founder of the Palmas Bank (in French) and author of Viva Favela !, 
the true story of a community which took charge of its destiny, and Sayeeda Rahman, Programme 
Specialist, UNESCO’s Education Sector, reflect on what makes poverty reduction programmes work. 
Read more about Joaquim Melo 
 
 
23 November 2009 
Contradictions of Globalization in Publishing 
Gisèle Sapiro, Research Director at the CNRS (Centre de sociologie européenne) and lecturer at the 
Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales 
explains why globalisation, although a chance for increased intercultural exchange, is still a one-way 
street.  
Read more about the publication “Contradictions of Globalization in Publishing” (in French) 
 
 
15 June 2009 
The Mortality of Civilizations 
Nicole Schwartz Morgan, Professor of Philosophy, Royal Military Academy of Canada 
A look at the sustainability of our civilizations in light of emerging signs of a «global civilisation with 
values so foreign that they might question the stability of homo samiens … » 
Read more about the publication “Are the Civilizations Mortal?” (in French) 
 
 
27 May 2009 
National identity: the dissemination of a European Invention in Latin America and in the 
Caucasus 
Denis Rolland, Institut d’études politiques, Université de Strasbourg 
A key factor in the nation building process, the European born idea of national identity fed on recently 
spun myths and narratives. As it spread throughout the world, it sometimes led to notions of multiple 
identities.  
Read more about the publication “Alternative Modernities” (in French) 
 
 
2 April 2009 
What kind of cultural statistics do we need? What kind can we get? 
José Pessoa, UNESCO Institute of Statistics in Montreal, Canada 
UNESCO revises its Framework for Cultural Statistics (FCS) in response to the impacts of new 
technologies and the specific priorities and needs of developing countries, as well as to reflect the 
anthropological definition of culture that it has adopted. 
Read more about the UNESCO Institute of Statistics 
 
 
27 March 2009 
Is there Reason in History? 
John Crowley, Chief of the Section of Bioethics, UNESCO 
When Hegel predicted in “The Reason in History” (in French) that the State of Law would bring 
freedom for all he did not foresee the historic tragedies of the Twentieth Century.  
 

http://www.europeana.eu/portal/
http://books.google.com/intl/en/googlebooks/about.html
http://www.wdl.org/fr
http://www.banquepalmas.fr/
http://ashoka.org/node/3320
http://www.nouveau-monde.net/livre/?GCOI=84736100938030
http://agora.qc.ca/cosmopolis.nsf/Articles/no2009_3_Les_civilisations_sont-elles_mortelles?OpenDocument
http://www.editions-harmattan.fr/index.asp?navig=catalogue&obj=livre&no=28967&razSqlClone=1
http://www.uis.unesco.org/ev_en.php?ID=5830_201&ID2=DO_TOPIC
http://philia.online.fr/txt/hege_019.php
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16 March 2009 
Reconsidering Universality in Light of Cultural Diversity 
François Jullien, Sinologist  
« It is time to move beyond the facile universalism and the lazy relativism alike and to rethink the dia-
logue between cultures in terms not of identity and difference, but of distance and fecondity, on a plane 
with the notion of intelligibility. » 
Read more about the publication “De l'universel, de l'uniforme, du commun et du dialogue entre les 
cultures” 
 
 
2 March 2009 
The Mending and Reconfiguring of our Identities: Memory and Values 
Doudou Diène, former United Nations Rapporteur on Racism and Xenophobia  
Community claims can reflect legitimate aspirations to inclusion and justice but when identity is seen 
as something static and absolute, there is a danger of every type of genocide. 
Read more about Doudou Diène 
 
 
16 February 2009 
Listening to the Silence : Reflections on the Slave Route 
Rex Nettleford Founder of Jamaica’s National Dance Theatre Company and Vice- Chanceler Emeritus 
of the University of the West Indies  
UNESCO’s Slave Route project aims to break the silence surrounding slavery and the slave trade. But 
sometimes one must listen to the silence.  
 
 
2 February 2009 
On the Possibility of Restitution; the Metamorphosis of a Legacy 
Marie Mauzé, Research Director at the CNRS Social Anthropology Laboratory  
The long voyage of a ceremonial coiffe from its confiscation from the Kwakwaka’wakw Tribe (British 
Colombia, Canada) to its later restitution offers a case study on the changing political, cultural and 
ethical issues surrounding an object in different contexts.  
Read more about Marie Mauzé (in French) 
 
 
19 January 2009 
The View from Avignon: Can Culture Help Overcome the Crisis 
Georges Poussin 
What are the agreements and disagreements among the different partners represented at the Forum 
organized in Avignon on 16, 17 and 18 November 2008 on « Culture, the Economy and the Media », in 
the framework of the French Presidency of the European Union?  
Read more about Avignon 2008 
 
 
5 January 2009 
Claude Lévi-Strauss at l’UNESCO 
Nuria Sanz, Programme Specialist, World Heritage Centre 
From Race andt Histoire (1952) to the conference delivered at 97 years of age at UNESCO’s Sixtieth 
Anniversary, by way of Race andt Culture (1971) and the lively debate it provoked, the thinking of 
Claude Lévi-Strauss greatly influenced UNESCO and reshaped contemporary mentalities. 
Read more about the thought of Claude Lévi-Strauss 
 
 
8 December 2008 ▲ 
Recognizing Roger Caillois 
Jean d’Ormesson, Claudine Frank, Patrice Vermeren 
It is the thirtieth anniversary of the death of Roger Caillois, to whom UNESCO entrusted in1948, its 
« Bureau of Ideas » and subsequently its “Representative Works” programme. A talented wordsmith, 
erstwhile member of the surrealist group, Caillois founded the “Collège de Sociologie” with Georges 
Bataille in 1938 and in 1952 the journal Diogène, which he edited with the help of Jean d'Ormesson 
and the support of UNESCO.. 
Read more about the “Passages Caillois” international symposium (in French) 
 
 

http://www.fayard.fr/livre/fayard-297718-De-l-universel-de-l-uniforme-du-commun-et-du-dialogue-entre-les-cultures-Francois-Jullien-hachette.html
http://www.fayard.fr/livre/fayard-297718-De-l-universel-de-l-uniforme-du-commun-et-du-dialogue-entre-les-cultures-Francois-Jullien-hachette.html
http://www.saphirnews.com/Doudou-Diene-L-enjeu-memoriel-est-central_a10592.html
http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-URL_ID=25659&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://las.ehess.fr/document.php?id=172
http://www.ddm.gouv.fr/article.php3?id_article=1401
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=41820&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.embafrancia-argentina.org/spip.php?article1110
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24 Novembre 2008 
Reading for Peace : Literature, Ethics and intercultural dialogue 
Steven Shankman, Professor of English and Classics, University of Oregon, Director, Oregon 
Humanities Center 
At the source of two ancient civilizations: the Greek and the Chinese, the selfsame concern for peace. 
A comparative reading of the Book of Song and the Iliad suggests a common responsibility towards 
others. . 
Read more about the publication “The Silent and the Sage – Knowledge and Wisdom in Ancient 
Greece and China” 
 
 
27 October 2008  
The interpretation and the Presentation of Art: The First Nations Example 
Joëlle Rostkowski, Ethno-historian and lecturer at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en sciences sociales in 
Paris  
The demise of the ethnological museums and emergence of First Nations Art Museums raises a 
number of questions on the place of the art work within the museum and of the museum within the 
community, as well as on the new “redeeming” role of anthropology as a discipline. 
Read more about the publication “Le renouveau indien aux Etats-Unis” (in French) 
 
 
13 October 2008 
Culture and Human Rights: Revisiting a survey conducted by UNESCO in 1948 
Joseph YACOUB Political Scientists and Historian, Université catholique de Lyon, UNESCO Chair 
« Memories, Cultures and Interculturality » 
One year before the adoption of the International Declaration of Human Rights UNESCO sought to 
ascertain the universal validity of this project in light of doctrinal and cultural differences. Among those 
surveyed, the Mahatma Gandhi, Aldous Huxley, Jacques Maritain, Don Salvador de Madriaga, René 
Maheu, Benedetto Croce and Pierre Teilhard de Chardin. Revisited today, the survey results are 
revealing. 
Read the entire UNESCO report from 15th June 1948 
 
 
10 June 2008. 
Living Culture and Democracy 
José VIDAL-BENEYTO, Tanella BONI, Joseph YACOUB, Kathia MARTIN-CHENUT, Michèle 
THERRIEN 
Understanding the social and political role of different life strategies which are passed on from 
generation to generation through the living heritage, of which UNESCO’s Convention for the 
Safeguarding of Intangible Heritage (2003) recognizes the “invaluable role (…) as a factor in bringing 
human beings closer together and ensuring exchange and understanding among them”. 
Read more about the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
 
22 June 2006 ▲ 
First Nations: Art, Recognition and Dignity 
A discussion between Michèle Therrien (Canada), Inuit Language and Culture specialist, National 
Oriental Languages Institute of France, Scott Momaday (United States of America), Pulitzer prize 
winning Native American author and Philippe Descola, French anthropologist, Collège de France, 
suggest what  

http://www.continuumbooks.com/books/detail.aspx?BookId=117719&SubjectId=1611&Subject2Id=1614
http://www.continuumbooks.com/books/detail.aspx?BookId=117719&SubjectId=1611&Subject2Id=1614
http://www.editions-harmattan.fr/index.asp?navig=catalogue&obj=livre&no=3096
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0015/001550/155041eb.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=EN&pg=00003
http://www.clio.fr/espace_culturel/michele_therrien.asp
http://portal.unesco.org/fr/ev.php-URL_ID=20301&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/fr/ev.php-URL_ID=20301&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
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