


UNESCO's Policies to Protect 
Cultural Heritage 

• Standard-setting activities concerning the preparation 
and implementation of international legal instruments 
and acting as Secretariat for these activities 
• Technical and scientific assistance and support for 
training and capacity-building 
• Policies to combat iIIicit trafficking and promote the 
return and restitution of cultural property 
• Technical assistance in conservation practices and 
promotion of museums as stewards of cultural 
heritage through collections management, exchange 
and outreach 
• Policies ta promote, educate and inlorm aimed 
at the general public, professionals and governments 

What Information is Stored 
in the Oatabase? 

• Nationallaws related to cultural heritage in general 
(in their original language, with an official or unofficial 
English translation, as specified) 
• Import/export procedures and model certificates 
(available on request) 
• Contact information for national authorities responsible 
for the protection of cultural heritage 
• Official cultural heritage web site addresses for 
countries that have provided nationallaws 

How to Search the Oatabase? 
Available free of charge on UNESCO's website, the 
Database is user-friendly and offers quick access to 
national cultural heritage laws. Simply follow these 
three steps: 

/ 
1. Choase the type of search 
Freesearch: Tosearch rapidlyfor 
one or more items of your 
choice (use "and/or" ta expand 
orlimitthesearch) 
Closed search: Tc search specifie 
fields: country, geographical 
region, keyword, theme, cate­
gory 01 cultural heritage, type 01 
normative instrument, language, 
year, type 01 document, trans­
lated document 
Combined search: Ta search 
using bath Iree and closed 
criteria together 

j 

2. Enter 
or select 
country, 
region and 
period 

3. aick on search 
Search results are dis­
p"'ve!J in three coumns: 
country, year and title. 
Results are sorted by 
ascending alphabetical 
arder by State na me 
(country), by descen­
ding arder by year 
(Iram the oldest ta the 
most recent) and by 
ascending alphabetical 
arder by document 
title (in the same coun­
try and the same year). 

More detoiled instructions for searching 
the Database are available online in 
English, French, Sponish, Chinese and 
Russian. 


