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	A.
	State(s) Party(ies)
For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	United Arab Emirates 

	B.
	Name of the element

	B.1.
	Name of the element in English or French
This is the official name of the element that will appear in published material about the Urgent Safeguarding List. It should be concise. Please do not exceed 200 characters, including spaces and punctuation. The name should be transcribed in Latin Unicode characters (Basic Latin, Latin-1 Supplement, Latin Extended-A or Latin Extended Additional).

	Children’s traditional games in the United Arab Emirates

	B.2.
	Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, if applicable
This is the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1). It should be concise. Please do not exceed 200 characters in Unicode (Latin or others), including punctuation and spaces.

	ألعاب الأطفال الشعبية في الإمارات العربية المتحدة  

	B.3.
	Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (B.1), please mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known, in Unicode characters (Latin or others).

	Laoub            لعوب 

	C.
	Characteristics of the element

	C.1.
	Identification of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned
According to the 2003 Convention, intangible heritage can only be identified with reference to communities, groups or individuals that recognize it as part of their cultural heritage. Thus it is important to identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element. The information provided should allow the Committee to identify the communities, groups or individuals primarily concerned with an element, and should be mutually coherent with the information in sections 1 to 5 below.

Not to exceed 250 words.

	Traditional children’s games are still played by Emirati children.  They are particularly practised by children in communities in the Northern Emirates where there is less urbanization, communities in Al-Ain and Liwa oases during the date harvest season, and tribal groups in the Western Region of Abu Dhabi emirate during the winter season when they camp in the desert.  Other groups that are identified with traditional games are the Children’s Game House in Sharjah, schools where heritage games are played (especially during National Day celebrations) and the heritage training camp on Al Samaliya Island. 

	C.2.
	Geographic location and range of the element and location of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned
This section should identify the range of distribution of the element, indicating if possible the geographic locations in which it is centred. If related elements are practised in neighbouring areas, please so indicate.

Not to exceed 100 words.

	Children’s traditional games were once practised throughout communities in the UAE, but are now mainly played in remote rural locations and less urbanized communities in the northern emirates (Umm Al Quwain, Ras Al Khaimah, Sharjah and Fujairah). Certain games are specific to a particular environment, such as games associated with the sea, desert or oasis. These games are rooted in the cultural history of the Gulf region, and therefore many are known, with slight modifications in names or details, in neighbouring countries such as Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and Kuwait as well as other Arab and Islamic countries.      

	C.3.
	Domain(s) represented by the element

Identify concisely the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. (This information will be used primarily for visibility, if the element is inscribed.)
Not to exceed 100 words.

	Children’s traditional games in the United Arab Emirates fall with the domain of social practices, rituals and festive events, and also within the domain of oral traditions and expressions, as some of these games are associated with particular songs, lyrics and formulaic phrases.     

	D.
	Brief summary of the element

The brief description of the element will be particularly helpful in allowing the Committee to know at a glance what element is being proposed for inscription, and, in the event of inscription, will be used for purposes of visibility. It should be a summary of the description provided in point 1 below but is not an introduction to that longer description.
Not to exceed 200 words.

	Emirati traditional games were once played by all children in the various communities in the UAE as a means to meet their need for physical development and recreation. Many of these games are accompanied by songs or lyrical dialogues. Games are significant for the socialization of children, including education and the transmission of linguistic and cultural traditions as well as accepted communal values. Games vary according to gender, age, environment and seasonal patterns, with tools and toys being made from local materials. They are acquired through traditional methods of observation and practice, with adults having knowledge of the rules and songs of the games. 

Traditional games are rarely played informally nowadays, but some are played in formal settings on heritage occasions. Eleven of the 182 Emirati games have been selected for urgent safeguarding as the most popular and representative of the repertoire of endangered traditional games. Participating in traditional games instils a strong sense of identity, and the games are recognized by the community as an important part of their cultural heritage.

The bearers, in addition to the children, are identified as those adults who are currently involved in reviving traditional children’s games through teaching them to a new generation.

	1.
	Identification and definition of the element (cf. Criterion U.1)

This is the key section of the nomination to satisfy criterion U.1: ‘The element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’. A clear and complete explanation is essential to demonstrate that the element meets the Convention’s definition of intangible heritage. This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social and cultural functions and meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element, 

c. any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,

d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine: 
a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c. that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’; 

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and 

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

Not to exceed 1,000 words.

	Children’s traditional games represent an important element of the intangible cultural heritage of the United Arab Emirates, as they express not only traditional cultural practices but also inner meanings and symbols that have evolved within the various sub-geographical environments that today constitute the UAE nation-state.

Fieldwork research revealed that children in their various local communities practised 182 traditional games. They include special songs and rituals that children perform during religious holidays and celebrations. The large number and diversity of these games is a result of human creativity in communities that were characterized by scarcity.  These communities were based in different ecological environments (sea, desert, and oasis), which inter-relate to create the wider UAE society. 

Emirati traditional games, while reflecting the cultural particularities of local communities, also share universal characteristics with children’s games found across human cultures. Games played in the UAE are classified in various ways: gender, age, environment, seasons, special occasions, time of day, number of players, mental or physical. Until recently these games constituted for children the only form of recreation suited to their tradition, and were fully endorsed by elders who had practised these games when they were children.

Because it is not feasible to safeguard all the games, eleven games have been selected in need of urgent safeguarding, as being the most popular and representative of traditional games in the country that are at risk of disappearance. 

The games: 

Azaim assirra: played by boys (aged 10-16) at night. They throw a bone into the desert and search for it, aiming to return it first to the circle (alhoul). 

Alzabot: played by boys (aged 8–16). They use a role to spin a wooden conical zabot. The purpose is to spin the longest, or knock away other zabots. 

Habeel alzabeen: Played by 10-15 boys aged 8 -13 in which they attempt to recover their ghutras (headcovers) from a large circle drawn in the sand, whilst one boy tries to stop them. They recite ritual phrases while playing. 

Altila: Local version of marbles played by boys (aged 6-14).

Almerihana: Girls (aged 5-12) push each other on a swing as they chant songs. 

Khusa bossa: Girls (ages 5-12) sit in a circle. One recites a song, touching in turn the other girls’ hands. When the song ends, the girl she is touching plays a forfeit and is out of the game. 

Alqaheef: Girls compete in hopping and jumping between marked lines.

Umm alayaal: The ‘wolf’ faces the ‘mother’, with the other girls lined up behind her. The object is for the wolf to catch one of the children. The game involves chanting. 

Boys or girls:

Alsaqla: Five pebbles are placed in each of four holes. The aim is to move all the pebbles from one hole to the next, whilst a larger stone is tossed in the air and caught. Players take turns.

Elkarrabi: Two teams face each other behind parallel lines (representing a fort and water).  The team members hold up a foot behind them.  They all hop towards the centre and try to push each other over. 

Aldesis: A local version of ‘hide and seek’ played outdoors in the evening.

The tradition bearers:

The bearers of these eleven games are boys and girls of different ages who represent the different traditional communities of the UAE. Children occasionally play them in remote village communities in the northern emirates, where there has been less urban development, and on family desert camping trips. However, the context in which the bearers are practising has changed, as children now attend schools. In addition to children, the bearers are identified as those adults involved in reviving children’s games, including teaching games in schools and summer camps, writing books about the games, and running the Children’s Games museum.

Social and cultural functions:

•
These eleven traditional children’s games evolved to meet the daily needs of children for recreation in their local communities. Games are adapted to suit the environment, and tools they require are made from local materials. 

•
They are a significant cultural medium for children’s socialization in terms of enculturation and transmission of language and other cultural skills and values.

•
They provide inexpensive, self-produced entertainment that carries values of cooperation and friendly competition and inculcate a team spirit.

•
They reflect innovation in the context of economic scarcity and absence of individual choices.

Games and identity:

These games reflect the essence of Emirati culture as they carry numerous symbols and values related to roots, history and national identity. As part of cultural practices, children’s traditional games play a significant role in maintaining the unity of the community. They are rehearsed and played in schools during National Day celebrations, when they are also covered extensively on television.  For adults, viewing these games strengthens their sense of historical rootedness and reinforces sentiments of national identity. These games are found on internet UAE Heritage pages, and are viewed by Education Councils as significant heritage expressing national identity. 

Transmission:

Traditional games are transmitted informally among the children, with younger children learning the games progressively from older ones.  Adults are a reservoir of knowledge about the rules and lyrics of these games, and women recite songs to the children.  However, nowadays few games are played informally in UAE communities.  In this changing societal context, more formal methods of transmission are being introduced, with training in schools, heritage camps and on mass media.

The practice of these eleven traditional games is compatible with human rights.  

Current ongoing transformations in UAE society are a challenge to the future viability of these games. Older Emiratis recall playing some of these games and express concern that they are slipping away because of rapid modernization and wider global forces. This is why they are the focus of communities concerned about the possible disappearance of these games.  

	2.
	Need for urgent safeguarding (cf. Criterion U.2)
Items 2.a. and 2.b. are the key section of the nomination to justify why an element should be inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List. The nomination should reply to the relevant paragraph of Criterion U.2, that is, 
‘The element is in urgent need of safeguarding because its viability is at risk despite the efforts of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals and State(s) Party(ies) concerned’.

	2.a.
	Viability assessment
Describe the current level of viability of the element, particularly the frequency and extent of its practice, the strength of traditional modes of transmission, the demographics of practitioners and audiences and its sustainability. 

Not to exceed 500 words.

	Traditional children’s games were once played by every child in the small-scale communities of the United Arab Emirates. Playing these games was an integrated aspect of the old socio-economic conditions when children and their parents lived a simple subsistence economic life. Children spent much time outside the house, playing with other children from the neighbourhood in the courtyard or surrounding areas. However, the old small-scale communities have changed profoundly as a result of dispersal and relocation to modern suburbs, and thus the community demographics that supported the games have been seriously undermined.  

As a result, these traditional games are very rarely played in informal settings today. Some of them are still played in some rural areas in the shabeyat (local community), especially in the less urbanized parts of the Northern emirates. Others are also played by children when the family camps in the desert during the spring holiday, or when they visit the family farms in rural areas. The games are mostly played nowadays by groups of young children in more formal structured settings. They are rehearsed in schools and practised as part of public heritage festivities, particularly National Day celebrated on December 2nd each year. 

During the last few years there has been an increasing awareness that the knowledge of these traditional games has all but died out. There have been attempts to revive these traditional games, and some schools and heritage associations run clubs and training camps, such as that on Al Samaliya Island in Abu Dhabi, which offers free activities to children during the spring and summer holidays.  The games have also been adapted to suit modern conditions; for example, the tools which were once handmade are now purchased for the children.   

The transmission process for these traditional games is currently evolving with the changing broader social and economic conditions that UAE communities have experienced within the last fifty years. Local small community-based informal modes of transmission have been seriously weakened. A generation of new mothers have almost no knowledge of these games and are therefore unable to teach them to their children.  Informal transmission therefore has to be replaced by more formal modes of instruction, through direct teaching of the games on limited occasions in schools or summer camps. The curator of the House of Traditional Games in Sharjah visits schools in the area about 4 times a week, to spend time with the children and teach them the games. There are also school visits to the House of Traditional Games, where the children have an opportunity to play various games and learn about others.       

	2.b.
	Threat and risk assessment

This section should identify and describe the threats to the element’s continued transmission and enactment and describe the severity and immediacy of those threats.
Not to exceed 500 words.

	Traditional children’s games are endangered and in need of urgent safeguarding. The number of children playing these games has decreased rapidly over the past few decades due to modern forces that have been shaping modern UAE society and culture.  These have been mainly engendered by the advent of oil wealth in the mid-twentieth century, which has led to tremendous geographical and social mobility and large-scale rural-urban migration. This has resulted in the breakdown of traditional small-scale communities that were characterised by a tightly integrated organic quality of life. At one time children would know all the neighbourhood families and play together, but now these families are dispersed in modern car-dominated suburbia. 

Rapid urbanization has meant that in larger cities, outdoor areas where children used to play together safely have been replaced with high buildings, car parks and streets. At the same time, larger and more comfortable houses have provided alternative venues for children to play. The advent of television, with a wide variety of children’s programmes, provides an attractive alternative form of entertainment.  The rapid rise of consumerism has meant that an increasingly wide variety of toys are now available to purchase in toy shops, and children spend time in play centres in shopping malls.  In particular, increased wealth has led to the rapid rise in popularity of personal electronic and computer games, as well as mobile phones.

Schooling, now compulsory to the age of 15, has introduced popular international games into the curriculum (such as football, basketball, volleyball, handball, tennis, table-tennis etc.). These games are also taught in modern state-supported sports clubs, which are popular with teenage boys in particular.  School students also have additional demands on children’s time, such as daily homework and participation in school clubs.  

There is a generation gap in that urbanization has created a new generation of mothers, many of whom do not know how to play the games, and are therefore unable to pass them on to their children. With the rapid decline of the traditional games, a particular set of social values and identification with the community and natural environment may potentially be lost.

Children in remote areas still practise some of these games but their number is dwindling as urban development is growing fast all over the country. Very few children now are encouraged by parents and elder people to engage in these practices. Unless rapid action is taken, children will not be able to play any of these traditional games in a few years to come, and they may be extinct altogether.  Registration on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding will be an important step in keeping these games alive within the community.      

	3.
	Safeguarding measures (cf. Criterion R.3)
Items 3.a. to 3.d. request the elaboration of a coherent set of safeguarding measures as called for in Criterion U.3: ‘Safeguarding measures are elaborated that may enable the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned to continue the practice and transmission of the element’. 

The safeguarding measures, if effectively implemented, should be expected to contribute substantially to the safeguarding of the element within a time-frame of approximately four years. They should include measures aimed at ensuring the viability of the element by enabling the community to continue its practice and transmission.

	3.a.
	Current and recent efforts to safeguard the element
Please describe the current and recent efforts of the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals to ensure the viability of the element. Describe efforts of the concerned State(s) Party(ies) to safeguard the element, taking note of external or internal constraints, such as limited resources.
Not to exceed 500 words.

	Support has come from individual heritage bearers, NGOs, schools and state institutions.  There are three types of initiatives: teaching traditional games to children, inclusion of games in heritage festivals, and other safeguarding measures.

1.
Teaching and practise of traditional games:

a.
In 2008, five schools in Abu Dhabi emirate were selected to teach traditional games in the curriculum

b.
Many schools in the UAE teach and practise the games in preparation for National Day celebrations. 

c.
Emirates Heritage Club teaches traditional games in holiday camps in Al-Samaliyah Island.

d.
Sharjah Heritage Department organized a traditional games workshop for children in August 2009.

e.
Obaid bin Sandal, curator of the House of Traditional Games, teaches games in Sharjah schools. There are also school visits to this museum.

f.
“Our Games: Enjoyment and Identity" Initiative organizes events for children to play traditional games (Ministry of Social Affairs, with participation of Educational Zones and the Department for Culture and Information, Sharjah).

g.
The UAE participated in the Olympiad for Traditional Games in Sardinia, October 2009.

2.
Inclusion of traditional children’s games in heritage festivals  :

a.
Emirates’ Heritage Club includes traditional games as part of the annual National Day festivities. 

b.
Sharjah Heritage Department regularly prepares school children to play children’s games during National Day and the annual Sharjah Heritage Days. 

c.
Dubai Customs Authority organized a symposium on Popular Games in August 2006 (Dubai Summer Festival).

d.
The Shamal Society for Popular Arts, Heritage and Theatre organized traditional games competitions for children during the “Al- Wafaa (Gratitude) Fair", 2010.

e.
The Dubai Centre for the Rehabilitation of the Physically Challenged organized games and competitions on 26th November 2008. 

f.
“Life in Yesterday’s UAE”. Open-air television heritage shows where children played and competed in some traditional games.

3.
Safeguarding traditional games through research and documentation:

•
Sharjah Heritage Department has established "Beit al Alaab al Sha’biyyah” (House of Traditional Games) under the curator Obaid bin Sandal. It includes information about the games, as well as space to play them.

•
ADACH appointed a researcher to conduct a field survey of traditional games in Abu Dhabi emirate, to identify and classify the different types of games and document names, rules and age groups. This has resulted in documenting previously unrecorded games. 

•
ADACH is creating a data bank for traditional children’s games. 

•
ADACH participated in two workshops on traditional games in Tunisia (2007 and 2009).

•
Ajman Museum includes a display of traditional games.

•
Sharjah Heritage Department published three books on children’s games.

•
Sharjah Heritage Department organized a workshop on making equipment for children’s games.

•
Al-Khail Youth Centre (run by the General Authority of Youth and Sports Welfare) organized a workshop " Popular Games in Visual Art" on 3rd July 2010 

•
Three Zayed University students presented a graduation project to raise awareness of traditional games as an integral component of Emirati cultural heritage.

•
Ali bin Hassan Al Rumaithi compiled a book on traditional children’s games in the UAE.     

	3.b.
	Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe a coherent set of safeguarding measures that, within a time-frame of approximately four years, could substantially enhance the viability of the element, if implemented, and provide detailed information as follows:

a. What primary objective(s) will be addressed and what concrete results will be expected?

b. What are the key activities to be carried out in order to achieve these expected results? Please describe the activities in detail and in their best sequence, addressing their feasibility.

c. Management and implementation: describe the mechanisms for the full participation of communities, groups or, if appropriate, individuals in the proposed safeguarding measures. Describe the implementing organization or body (name, background, etc.) and the human resources available for implementing the project. 

d. Timetable and budget: provide a timetable for the proposed activities and estimate the funds required for their implementation, identifying any available resources (governmental sources, in-kind community inputs, etc.).
Not to exceed 2,000 words.

	A)
Objectives and Expected Results

1-
To protect 12 traditional children’s games from extinction (as representative of a larger repertoire of children’s games played in the UAE). 

2-
To support safeguarding efforts for other traditional children’s games in the UAE. 

3-
To raise awareness of the importance of the games to present and future generations as a significant part of UAE heritage. 

4-
To support and promote current tradition bearers as primary trainers, and train a younger generation of bearers to teach these games to children.

5-
To encourage other countries to work together to establish a “Mediterranean and Arab Network of Traditional Games”.

6-
To develop further a data bank for traditional children’s games and document everything related to them, including the making of equipment from local materials used in these games. 

7-
To develop a system of incentives, such as competitions on local and national levels, in order to encourage UAE children to know these games and practise them, with the aim of safeguarding them as their living intangible cultural heritage. 

8-
To encourage the educational authorities to promote traditional games in schools.

9-
To establish a thesaurus (Maknaz) of traditional children’s games in conjunction with Tunisia and other Arab countries. 

B. Activities to be carried out to achieve the expected results:

1-
ADACH will encourage interested parties, institutions and heritage organizations throughout the UAE to coordinate their efforts to safeguard traditional children’s games, through holding meetings and workshops. 

2-
ADACH will support five primary schools to design some space within their campuses for the play of these traditional games.

3-
ADACH will encourage the various Municipalities to provide suitable venues and spaces to practise these games within modern neighbourhood parks.

4-
Emirates Heritage Club will expand its summer camps into different areas of the UAE. There are plans to establish a camp in the Heritage Village on Abu Dhabi Corniche.

5-
The Abu Dhabi Education Council will introduce the children’s traditional games into the school curriculum and extracurricular activities. 

6-
ADACH will produce books for children on each of the 12 traditional games identified for urgent safeguarding. These books will illustrate how to play these games, and will be distributed to schools.

7-
Three highly skilled bearers of traditional children’s games should be declared officially as “national treasures” within the next four years with appropriate financial support.

8-
Encourage local TV channels to show some of these games being played in social dramas on television as part of the traditional way of life, thereby increasing awareness of the games among children and invoking memories of the older generation.

9-
Request the government (federal and local) to provide technical and logistical support and resources to schools so that they can integrate these traditional games within the physical education programme and extracurricular activities. 

10-
ADACH to provide technical and logistical support and resources to heritage institutions and other NGO groups currently involved in the safeguarding and promotion of heritage within the Abu Dhabi emirate so that traditional children’s games will be included in their activities. 

11-
ADACH will establish a “House of Traditional Games” in Abu Dhabi emirate, similar to that in Sharjah.  This House will have information about traditional games, provide space and equipment for children to play them, as well as display photographs and examples of games equipment used in the past.  It will be a venue for school visits, and a place to train the future trainers of the games. Staff from this House will visit schools to work with teachers and students and share their knowledge of the games.  The House of Traditional Games will also be open to members of the public.

12-
Continue to feature the traditional children’s games in heritage festivals, such as the Liwa Date Festival, the Mezaina (Beauty) Camel Festival in Al-Dhafra (Western Region of Abu Dhabi). In these festivals children are taught how to play the games and given an opportunity to play them. (ADACH)

13-
Establish an Olympiad of traditional children’s games, with groups participating from GCC and Arab countries. 

14-
Establish the Headquarters of the Mediterranean and Arab network of traditional games in Abu Dhabi. The agreement for this has already been signed by 13 countries. 

15-
Establish a committee to organize and coordinate competitions of traditional children’s games within the UAE. 

16-
Encourage the Boy Scout and Girl Guide associations to continue their activities to safeguard these traditional children’s games. 

17-
To establish a thesaurus of traditional children’s games with Tunisia and other Arab countries (ADACH). The objective is to put it in interactive digital format, hold periodic meetings, lectures and workshops on traditional games, develop a programme to teach these games. The intent is for this project to be expanded internationally, and to document changes over time to traditional games. 

C. Participation of communities, groups and individuals

In the context of the rapidly changing UAE society, the safeguarding of the traditional games has moved from the primary domain of local communities to modern institutions, including schools and heritage organizations. The games are still practised informally in some communities, but the major current and future safeguarding processes are undertaken by these institutions and NGOs.  The following groups, associations are very committed to this safeguarding campaign:

1.
ADACH has a primary goal of safeguarding heritage within the emirate of Abu Dhabi, and has been concerned with popular games since its establishment in 2006. The Research Section of ADACH has appointed a full-time researcher to conduct a survey to list all the traditional games found in the emirate and document the games. It has held workshops and organized traditional children’s games sections within four major heritage festivals. ADACH is generously funded by the government of Abu Dhabi and generates a lot of financial support from leading business firms.

2.
The Ministry of Culture, Youth and Community Development has launched and undertaken many initiatives to support traditional children’s games. For example, it has included traditional games in the National Cultural Encyclopaedia, and also in a series of Emirati Heritage Cultural Guidebooks which it has produced. It runs various cultural centres in most regions of the UAE, which are suitable venues for the proposed activities for the safeguarding of traditional children’s games along with other heritage safeguarding activities. 

3.
The Federal Ministry of Education has proposed a programme to incorporate heritage teaching within the school curricula. It works closely with Education Councils and Education Zones in each emirate. 

4.
Emirates Heritage Club is involved in safeguarding heritage and promoting it, especially among school children. They organize heritage training camps which are provided free to young school children during the spring and summer holidays. 

5.
Sharjah Heritage Department was established in June 1995 as part of the Sharjah Authority for Culture and Information of the Sharjah Government. It has been very active in the safeguarding of traditional children’s games. It has established a “House of Traditional Games”, where children can learn about and play these games. It organizes groups of school children to visit the House, and also regularly encourages and prepares school children to take part in performances of children games during the National Day and Heritage Festival celebrations. It has organized workshops and published three books on children’s games. The curator of the House of Traditional Games, Obaib bin Sandal, is a recognized authority on children’s games. 

6.
Shamal Society for Popular Arts, Heritage and Theatre was established in Ras Al Khaimah in 1989. It runs Saqar Heritage Village and Theatre.  It organizes many folk dances and musical performances, as well as heritage exhibitions. It also organizes the annual Al Wafaa (Gratitude) Festival, which has been held for the last seven years.  The Festival aims to safeguard heritage and enhance national identity. The Festival includes exhibitions of heritage, and competitions for children’s games and performing arts. Last year 35 schools participated in these activities. 

D. Timetable and Budget:

By 2012 ADACH will organize a meeting for interested individuals, institutions and heritage organizations throughout the UAE to coordinate their safeguarding efforts for traditional children’s games.  

By 2012 ADACH will support 5 primary schools to design some space within the primary school campuses for the play of these traditional games. 

2012 ADACH will produce books for children on the 12 traditional games within the next four years. These books will illustrate how to play these games. 

By 2015 three highly skilled bearers of traditional children’s games should be declared officially as “national treasures”.

ADACH has an additional budget of Dhs. 576,000 to support its initiatives to safeguard traditional children’s games. 

By 2011 the Abu Dhabi Education Council will introduce the children’s traditional games into the school curriculum and extracurricular activities. Budget has already been allocated by ADEC for this purpose.

By 2014 a Traditional Children’s Games Olympiad will be established, with groups participating from GCC and Arab countries. A budget of Dhs.15,300,000 has already been allocated for this project.

By 2011, work will begin on the thesaurus of traditional children’s games, in conjunction with Tunisia and other Arab countries. ADACH has an allocated budget of Dhs. 35,000 for this project.

By 2014, ADACH will have drawn up detailed plans and allocated a budget to establish a House of Traditional Games. A budget of Dhs 2 million is to be requested for this project.     

	3.c.
	Commitment of communities, groups or individuals concerned
The feasibility of safeguarding depends in large part on the aspirations and commitment of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned. This section should demonstrate that the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have the will and commitment to safeguard the element if conditions are favourable. The best evidence will often be an explanation of their involvement in past and ongoing safeguarding measures and of their participation in the formulation and implementation of future safeguarding measures, rather than simple pledges or affirmations of their support or commitment. 

Not to exceed 250 words.

	Heritage institutions have provided practical and logistical support. ADACH organizes annual festivals and heritage exhibitions which display some of the games. The Talents Club together with the Emirates Heritage Club have developed heritage activities (summer camps and workshops) for children.  Al Sharjah Heritage Department supports and promotes the activities of its House of Traditional Games, the heritage expert, Obaid bin Sandal, while supervising the museum activities, also conducts school classes to teach children’s games in Sharjah schools. The community and heritage institutions at both local and national levels have demonstrated their commitment to maintain and develop children’s games as a living cultural tradition. 

	3.d.
	Commitment of State(s) Party(ies)
The feasibility of safeguarding also depends on the support and cooperation of the concerned State(s) Party(ies). This section should provide evidence that the State Party concerned has the commitment to support the safeguarding effort by creating favourable conditions for its implementation and should describe how the State Party has previously and will in the future demonstrate such commitment. Declarations or pledges of support are less informative than explanations and demonstrations.
Not to exceed 250 words.

	The UAE as a party state is fully supportive and committed to the safeguarding of children’s traditional games. The majority of the safeguarding measures described, both current and proposed, have the full administrative and financial support of the Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage (ADACH), a government institution established to support, promote and safeguard the intangible cultural heritage. The Ministry of Education has made a commitment to implement several projects to encourage the practice of traditional children’s games in schools. The Ministry of Culture, Youth and Community Development also has projects to teach games during various activities.      

	4.
	Community participation and consent in the nomination process 
(cf. Criterion U.4) 

This section asks the submitting State Party to establish that the nomination satisfies Criterion U.4: ‘The element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
	Participation of communities, groups and individuals in the nomination process

Describe how and in what ways the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in the nomination process at all stages, as required by Criterion U.4. States Parties are further encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of other concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, neighbouring communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and other interested parties. The participation of communities in the practice and transmission of the element should be addressed in point 1 above, and their participation in safeguarding should be addressed in point 3; here the submitting State should describe the widest possible participation of communities in the nomination process.

	This submission has been formulated by practitioners and communities through a series of meetings and consultative processes at all levels, including the workshop of local heritage bearers in Abu Dhabi in January 2011. There have also been a series of meeting with schools in Al Ain and Abu Dhabi in which there was agreement that the schools would have activities involving traditional games. Signed consents from individuals, groups and institutions are attached. The submission has been circulated among the clubs and representatives involved for approval.       

	4.b.
	Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations.

Please attach supporting evidence demonstrating such consent and indicate below what evidence you are providing and what form it takes.

	Free, prior and informed consent of submitting “Traditional children’s games in the United Arab Emirates” on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding has been granted by the various communities, groups and individuals concerned. Documents are attached to this submission.

The photos and film chosen in this submission have been selected by the practitioners as the most representative and evocative of the children’s games tradition and culture, and have been approved by representatives attending the workshop on 26th January 2011.     

	4.c.
	Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage is sometimes restricted by customary practices governing, for example, its transmission or performance or maintaining the secrecy of certain knowledge. Please indicate if such practices exist and, if they do, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.

	There is no specific customary practice governing access to this element.

	5.
	Inclusion of the element in an inventory (cf. Criterion U.5)

This section is where the State Party establishes that the nomination satisfies Criterion U.5: ‘The element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) as defined in Articles 11 and 12’. 

Identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with Articles 11 and 12, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

	Children’s traditional games in the United Arab Emirates were included in the Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory of Abu Dhabi Emirate, which was approved on 1st July 2009. The inventory is deposited with the Intangible Cultural Heritage Department of the Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage (ADACH.

In 2006 ADACH set up a Committee, of about 30 men and women, to work as a source group to identify UAE cultural elements. The Ministry of Culture, Youth and Community Development also formed two federal committees of about 24 persons to help in the making of the national inventory project. The Emirates Heritage Club, the Heritage Authority in Sharjah, the Family Development Corporation, the Women’s Association, and the Emirates Scouts Society actively participated in the making of the national inventory and the inclusion of Traditional Children’s Games on the national inventory list, through many interviews, provision of documentation and a workshop.      


	Documentation

All documentation that is provided should add value to the nomination file by offering information about the element, its role within its community, its viability and any challenges it faces. Photographic, sound and audiovisual documents should be submitted according to the technical specifications in the Annex below. Supplementary materials (within the maximums set out below) may be submitted, and will be helpful in allowing visibility activities, but they will not be considered in the process of examining or evaluating the nomination.

	a. Required and supplementary documentation

	Required materials
Supplementary materials
Photos
10 recent photographs representing different aspects of the element
Maximum 30

Video
edited video (maximum 10 minutes)
Maximum 60 minutes

Audio
–

Maximum 60 minutes

Maps
–

Maximum 3

Books
–

Maximum 3

Regrettably, materials in excess of the maximum quantities listed in the ‘Supplementary materials’ category cannot be accepted by UNESCO. In sending materials, clearly distinguish the required materials from any supplementary materials you may wish to include. None of the materials will be returned to the submitting States.

	b. Cession of rights including registry of items
Documentary materials must be accompanied by a non-exclusive cession of rights document granting worldwide rights to UNESCO to use the materials (see Form ICH-07). The ICH-07 form must be submitted in English or French, without alteration of any kind to the text and be signed by an authorized signatory. The cession of rights must include a registry of the items submitted, describing for each item:
1. identifier (file name and/or reference)

2. copyright information, including creator’s name

3. date of creation

4. caption (in English or French)

	c. List of additional resources
Submitting States may wish to list the principal published references, using standard bibliographic format, as well as websites or multimedia resources providing supplementary information on the element. 
Not to exceed one page.

	Yusuf Al Addar (1995) The Memory of Play: Visual Documentation of Traditional Games in the Emirates (in Arabic). Union Establishment Press

Ahmad Khalaf Al Matlai (2006), Classification of Traditional Games (in Arabic). Abu Dhabi: ADACH

Ahmad Khalaf Al Mutlai (forthcoming), Collecting and Classifying Emirati Traditional Games (in Arabic), Abu Dhabi: ADACH.

Ali bin Hassan Al Rumaithi (2010), Program of Popular Games (in Arabic). Abu Dhabi, UAE: Emirates Heritage Club.

Najeeb Abdullah Al Shamsi (2000), Popular Games and Riddles in the UAE (in Arabic). Al Ain, UAE: Zayed Centre for Heritage and History.

Abdullah Ali Al Tabour (1990) Traditional Games in the United Arab Emirates (in Arabic), 1st ed. Dubai: Aliqtisadiyyah Press.

Abdullah Ali Al Tabour and others (2002), Introduction to Popular Heritage in the Emirates (in Arabic). Al Ain: Zayed Centre for Heritage and History.

Obaid Rashid bin Sandal (2011) Features of Emirati Heritage (in Arabic, 2nd ed.) Ajman: Bin Ali Bin Rashid Publication Agency

Obaid Rashid bin Sandal (2011), Traditional Games and Songs in the Emirates (in Arabic, 2nd ed.). Ajman: Bin Ali Bin Rashid Publication Agency

Falih Handal (1998) Traditional Sayings in the United Arab Emirates (in Arabic), 2nd ed. Abu Dhabi: Express Publishing 

Heritage Committee of Zayed the First School, Al Ain (undated), Traditional Heritage (in Arabic). Abu Dhabi: Abu Dhabi Publishing and Distribution     

	Contact information

	A.
Contact person for correspondence

Provide the name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning the nomination, and indicate the title of this person (Ms, Mr, etc.). If an e-mail address cannot be provided, the information should include a fax number. For multi-national nominations provide contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination (request for additional information, etc). For multi-national nominations, also provide contact information for one person in each State Party.

	Dr. Nasser Ali Al Himiri 

Intangible Heritage Department

Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage (ADACH)
P O Box 2380, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +971 2 657 6145, +971 2 6576144

Fax: +971 2 444 5639

falcon@adach.ae

	B.
Competent body involved 
This section should provide the name, address and contact information of the competent body (agency, museum, institution, or manager) with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Intangible Heritage Department

Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage (ADACH)

P. O. Box 2380, 

Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel:  +971 2 657 6145, +971 2 6576144

Fax: +971 2 444 5639
ICH@adach.ae


	C.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide the name, address and other contact information of community organizations or representatives, or other non-governmental organizations, who are concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.

	Intangible Heritage Department

Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage (ADACH)

P O Box 2380, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +971 2 657 6145, +971 2 6576144

Fax: +971 2 444 5639


Email: ICH@adach.ae

Ministry of Culture, Youth & Community Development

P O Box 41464, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97124466145

Fax:   +97124451444

www.mcycd.ae

Ministry of Education of UAE

Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 24089999

Email: moe@moe.gov.ae

Dubai office:

P O Box 3962, Dubai, UAE

Tel: +97142633333

Fax: +97142638194

Ministry of Social Affairs

P O Box 71141, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97124601111

Fax: + 9712612116

Email: minister@msa.ae

Dubai, UAE

Tel: +97146011444

Fax: +97142610370

Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC)

P O Box 36005, Abu Dhabi, UAE

     97126150000 :Tel

Ajman Museum

P O Box 2829

Ajman, UAE

Tel: +971 67428222

Fax: +971 7441202

Al Ain National Museum

P O Box 15715, Al Ain, UAE

Tel: +97137641595

Fax: +97137658311

Emirates Scouts Society

P O Box 2004, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97124434778

Fax: +97124435755

Emirates Heritage Club

P O Box 41464, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97124456456

Fax:   +97124451444

Email: info@torath.ae

Family Development Foundation

P O Box 4088, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97124090111

Fax:   +97124477575

Email: info@fdf.ae.

Girl Guide Association

Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97125570775 

Fax: +97125570771 

House of Traditional Games ("Beit al Alaab”)

Directorate of Culture and Information

Sharjah Government

PO Box: 5119 Sharjah 

Tel: +9716-65683399, + 97165671116

Fax: +97165662126

E-mail: sdci@sdci.gov.ae

Al Samaliya Island

Emirates Heritage Club

P O Box 41464, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97125581544

Fax:   +97125581533

Email: info@torath.ae

www.torath.ae

Shamal Society for Popular Arts, Heritage and Theatre

Ras Al Khaimah

Tel: +97172238244

Fax: +97172239133

Email:admin@jshamal.ae

Sharjah Heritage Department

Department of Culture and Information

P O Box 5119

Sharjah, UAE

Tel: +97165671116

Fax: +97165662126

Email: sdci@sdci.gov.ae

Talents and Creativity Centre

P O Box 2380

Tel: +97126576366

Fax: +97124439471

www.adach.ae     

	Signature on behalf of the State Party

	The nomination should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination

	Name:
 Dr. Nasser Ali Al Himiri 
Title:
 Director Intangible Heritage Department

                  Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage ADACH
Date:
 14 February 2011
Signature: 
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