QUESTIONNAIRE ON RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
General

1. Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention).
[You may wish to distinguish between the levels of visibility among different groups of population (youth, minorities, academic world, etc.), or the visibility of specific intangible heritage domains such as music, oral tradition, performing arts, rituals, festive events, etc. ). You may also indicate why you consider it relevant, or not, to enhance awareness about the importance of the transmission of the intangible heritage. You may refer to some specific problems that you encounter when doing so, and propose possible solutions. ]
The visibility of ICH in the academic world has reached a high level in China. The academic institutions are taking the responsibilities to collect , study and propagate the traditional cultural heritage as well as assist the government to work out various protection policies for intangible cultural heritage, thus providing intelligence support for the protection work. As a national organization specializing in the protection of China's intangible cultural heritage, China Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection Center of Chinese National Academy of Arts(CNAA) takes full advantage of the available academic resources to organize the application for representative work list of intangible cultural heritage as well as make evaluation on the intangible cultural heritage list and the intangible cultural heritage successors at national level. Also, the Center carries out such activities as holding the seminar, traditional skill exhibition and special performance of intangible cultural heritage successor at national level, publishing research findings, establishing the intangible cultural heritage website & database; and launching training courses. The national level academic institutions such as Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) and Chinese National Academy of Arts as well as provincial, regional and local academies of arts at various places make field survey, tape-recording, video recording and research findings publishing. The 7,000-hour audio recording database for Chinese folk music, collected by Chinese National Academy of Arts, includes the traditional music and sound data from various nationalities and regions in China. And they were enlisted into the "Memory of the World" by the UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) in 1997.
The social groups take an active part in the protection of intangible cultural heritage. The folklore societies in various regions have made surveys on folk custom for a long period of time, so as to collect a lot of folk custom data. Chinese Society for the Study of Folk Literature and Art has published folklore series. Chinese Folk Literature and Art Association launched the "Rescue Project for China's Folk Cultural Heritage". Chinese Culture Promotion Society in Tianjin has carried out “Adding Sound to Image”, a restoration and repair project for the phonograph and audio recording of Beijing opera artists of the older generations. Also, many specific projects have been conducted by social groups in various regions such as Suzhou Opera Study Society and Shaanbei Folk Song Study Society.
The universities and colleges are exploring the ways to introduce the intangible cultural heritage into the higher education system. China Central Academy of Fine Arts officially has made the folk arts a formal program in the university artistic education system. Courses related with ICH are available in many universities and colleges such as Central University for Nationalities, Nanjing University, Sun Yat-Sen University, Southeast University and Hebei Normal University, with a goal to foster the professional workers for research and management of intangible cultural heritage.
The experts and specialists combine theoretical research with protection practices, so as to provide the protection work with consultation and guidance. China has established a  "National Expert Committee for Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage", which is composed of 68 specialists who make suggestions on the planning of the conservation programs, implementation of plans, evaluation on the name list and successors of the intangible cultural heritage at the national level.
Some of the intangible cultural heritage items are available in the curriculum for the teenagers such as scissor-cut in the handwork lessons, folk song in the music lessons and folk painting in the fine arts lessons, so that the teenagers are able to understand the profound implication of traditional Chinese culture through vivid and vigorous presentation. Currently, the intangible cultural heritage is gradually fitting into the national education system. Thanks to the popularization of protection concept, the traditional Chinese folk custom are being thought of highly. For example, the traditional Dragon Boat Festival, Mid-autumn Festival and Tomb-Sweeping Day have been legalized as the nation-wide public festivals and holidays.
However, in the course of protection, the intangible cultural heritage is also facing the threats of being seriously affected by the commercialization. Therefore, it is still a very important task to enhance the awareness to protect the intangible cultural heritage. It is expected that the negative effect caused by the commercialization will be reduced to a low level through legislation and proper publicity of ICH.
Awareness-raising at the national level

2. How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it?
(1) People who conduct the protection of intangible cultural heritage could 
A. set up a guiding principle and improve the working mechanism for the protection;
B. work out regulations and rule concerning the intangible cultural heritage;
C. strengthening the legislation for protection of intangible cultural heritage so as to offer legal guarantee for the protection work; 
D. guide, supervise and coordinate various departments and organizations that  participate in the protection of intangible cultural heritage; 
E. sum up experience and explore the regularity in the ways of protection of intangible cultural heritage;
F. carry out surveys, registration, video recording, audio recording, confirmation and files establishing with the help of modern technology ;
G. enhance the research work on the intangible cultural heritage and protection mode ;
H. initiate various trainings and set up specialized teams of talents for the protection;
I. publicize the ICH more widely to create a proper atmosphere for the protection.
(2) Bearers of intangible cultural heritage could 
A. enhance their awareness, initiatives and willingness of cultural transmission and  pass their skills and craftsmanship to the trainees;
B. extend the scope of intangible cultural heritage transmission through various means such as group teaching, school teaching.
C. participate actively in various community activities and display their unique skills and make them known to the public. 
3. What role can formal and non-formal education play in awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational materials could be developed for that purpose?
The intangible cultural heritage curriculum are available in schools at all levels, so that the teenagers can sufficiently understand the value and importance of intangible cultural heritage. The relevant specialties and programs are being established in universities and colleges. Thus, various professional talents will be fostered for protection and management of intangible cultural heritage so as to strengthen the professional teams and improve the overall level of protection.
Public cultural organizations such as libraries, cultural centers, museums and science and technology exhibition centers at all levels are being brought into full play, so as to promote and exhibit the intangible cultural heritage as well as improve its protection and popularization. We shall improve the awareness of ordinary people for protecting the cultural heritage, so that an appropriate atmosphere for inheriting and protecting the intangible cultural heritage is created and the idea of cultural heritage protection is turned into willingly activities in the whole society.
With various educational forms in consideration, the materials listed below are necessary:
A. the Convention-related readers that will be used to improve the understanding of the Convention;
B. case study and field survey report; 
C. selected readings for introducing the protection-related experience in various countries and discussion of the theoretical issues concerning the protection of intangible cultural heritage;
D. textbooks with local and regional characteristics;
E. Brochures and publications for introducing the experience and trends of the intangible cultural heritage both from home and abroad.
4. What can community centers, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage?
A. The community center is an important part of people's cultural life. The traditional culture-related activities can be organized to sufficiently enhance the enthusiasm of the people, so that the vast majority of people will be willing to participate in the protection of intangible cultural heritage.
B. Museums are the institutes that collect and exhibit outstanding cultural heritage, therefore, it is an important venue for promoting traditional culture.
C. Archives register and sort out graphic data, text and audio-visual materials by means of systematization, standardization and filings, they will provide rich source materials for research and protection of intangible cultural heritage.
5. How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (television, radio, films, documentaries, internet, specialized publications, etc.)

As it is known, publicity of intangible cultural heritage protection plays a very important role in the protection of ICH. Various media instruments, such as special columns, exclusive leader interview, specialist interview, theme telecasting and website can be used to arouse the attention from people, enlarge the influence and enhance the awareness of protection nation-widely.
6. Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance?
Appropriate commercial activities carried out in protecting the intangible cultural heritage can not only boost the enthusiasm from various sides, but also better the protection & development of the intangible cultural heritage through the economic benefits generated. For example, the colored-lantern making industry in Zigong, Sichuan takes the opportunity of the Lantern Festival to hold the colored-lantern exhibition and trade exchange. In this way, the artistic appeal of the colored-lantern making becomes known to the public.
7. Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income-generating activities?
The visibility and awareness of intangible cultural heritage will inevitably lead to some  profit-seeking commercial activities. These activities should be managed and the commercial orientation be constrained through protective measures and legislation.
Awareness-raising at the international level

8. What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States Parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage?
A. The international training mechanism is expected to be established. Each country has accumulated effective management methods for the protection of intangible cultural heritage. Therefore, the exchange thereof would be helpful for the development of intangible cultural heritage protection and keeping the diversity of global culture in the world.
B. The international exchanges and cooperation are expected to be further strengthened. For instance, the projects which are thought to be important by two or more countries should be given financial and technological support. Non-governmental art and cultural exchange should be advanced.
C. The "Day for Humanity ICH" should be established. UNESCO has chosen May 21 as the "World Day for Cultural Diversity". In view of the intangible cultural heritage, the cultural heritage day should be established by UNESCO, so that the seminar, exhibition, interview, lectures and show can be carried out in different countries every year to popularize the intangible cultural heritage. Since 2006, China has put the second Saturday of June as the "Cultural Heritage Day". On this day, many series activities are held in every part of the country and it is well accepted by the public.
D. Links for intangible cultural heritage websites of various countries are suggested to make available in the intangible cultural heritage website of the United Nations, so that the intangible cultural heritage-related items and protection in different countries can be searched.
9. The representative list of the intangible cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the Convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity”. What kind of specific measures should be taken to achieve these objectives?
At the national level, activities such as media publicity and exhibition can be organized to introduce the representative list to the public, thus making traditional culture more exposable to the public. At the international level, exhibitions and art festivals can be held to enhance the influence of representative list of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in the world. Besides, the intangible cultural heritage website should be enriched so that an information platform shall be set up.
10. How can the programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principle and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?

A. Chinese government has published an introduction of and held the exhibition for the name list of intangible cultural heritage at the national level. Currently, two series of the name lists of the national level intangible cultural heritage, including 1028 items in total, have been publicized in China via official website with an introduction which includes historic origins and performance forms of each item. Therefore, an information platform for learning the name list of the intangible cultural heritage becomes available to the public. In addition, the rich connotation and unique charm of Chinese intangible cultural heritage are fully displayed through a series of exhibitions such as "China Intangible Cultural Heritage Achievements", "Photo Show for Chinese Traditional Holidays", "China Traditional Industrial Art Fair", "Skills & Craftsmanship Show and Performance for Chinese Intangible Cultural Heritage" and "Traditional Skill Exhibition for China's Intangible Cultural Heritage".
B. Certificate issuing ceremony for tradition successors enlisted in the national list of ICH successors is held to increase their influence in the society. In view of the successors of the Chinese folk art forms, music and traditional opera at the national level, special performances are held to display the successors' exquisite skills to the public;
C. “Cultural Eco-protection Zone”, an integrated protection initiative is proposed  so that combination of tangible cultural heritage with tangible cultural heritage, cultural ecology protection with natural ecology protection can be reached. In this way, a completeness of cultural and natural eco-system can be achieved and damages to this completeness will be avoided. At present, China has gradually set up four protected areas, including the "Pilot Ecological Zone for South Fujian Culture";
D. The concept of "Productivity-Based Protection" is raised, that is, the intangible cultural heritage and the resources thereof are transformed into productivity and products through manufacturing, circulation and distribution, so that the economic benefits are available and the development of related industries is advanced. In this way, the intangible cultural heritage can be positively protected through production practice and a favorable interaction between the protection of intangible cultural heritage and the coordinated social & economic development can be achieved. Now, the productivity-based protection mode are providing traditional handicrafts with both social and economic benefits.
11. Through what means can the Committee disseminate best practice, as referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 18?
A.  Honor titles, financial supports, commending remarks and incentives can be given to the countries which have made outstanding contributions to the protection of intangible cultural heritage;
B. The relevant information concerning national ICH items issued by each country should be publicized in English and French through official websites to further the their visibility. The UNESCO website should establish links with the intangible cultural heritage website of each country.
C. The training, international forum, performance and exchange activities should be held regularly. The intangible cultural heritage should be supported in terms of theoretical method, funds and techniques.
Threats related to awareness-raising

12. When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage should be excluded?
When protecting the intangible cultural heritage, we should avoid negative effects from the tourism and other commerce-oriented activities on the cultural heritage. In China, with the further opening to the outside world and continuously flourishing tourism, many regions have turned  folk custom into an attraction for tourists. The culture connotation of folk custom is devalued and the real historical details and features thereof are neglected, which just goes against the original intention of protection.
13. When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?

14. What kind of precaution should be taken to avoid possible negative possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage?
(Answer to both Q13 to Q14)
A. Through training and consciousness-raising, the public's awareness of the relationship between the economic exploration and sustainable development of the intangible culture heritage should be improved. Awareness of long-run protection of ICH should be enhanced. 
B. The protection of intangible cultural heritage is guaranteed by effective legal measures. The intangible cultural heritage has numerous categories and features and legal provisions related and matched with individual items should be drawn up. For example, certain fees can be charged for the protection of items which have potential in the marketing. Such fees can be used in the intangible cultural heritage protection. Caution should be given to the excessive exploitation of ICH items.
15. What ethical question do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities?
In China, there are 56 ethnic groups. They have jointly created the colorful folk cultures. While protecting the intangible cultural heritage, the Chinese Government has always been following the ethnic policy and respect the different customs and religious faiths of various ethnic groups. It also dedicates its efforts to keep solidarity both among ethnic groups and of the whole society so that a harmonious community is built.
The intangible cultural heritage contains unique moral values, thinking modes and cultural consciousness of a nation. It retains and transmits historical memories, feelings, experience and intelligence, being a basis for national culture identity and an  important indicator for the national special character. Meanwhile, it is the distinctive embodiment of cultural diversity. Therefore, it should be stressed that the subjectivity of national culture of each country be respected when cultural diversity is upheld.
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