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Consultation on the preparation of draft operational directives on raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage
With reference to your letter of 9 March 2009 concerning the preparation of draft operational directives on raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage, the Norwegian Ministry of Culture would like to submit our response to the questionnaire prepared by the Secretariat.  The questionnaire covers four main categories and we have chosen to base our answers on this division, not discussing specifically the different sub-questions posed in the questionnaire. 
1.  Description of the general awareness of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) in Norway

Norway ratified the 2003 Convention on intangible cultural heritage in 2007. The question of ratification was treated by the Norwegian Parliament, on the basis of a parliamentary bill prepared by the Government. Prior to this, questions concerning intangible cultural heritage have been addressed in several white papers, inter alia in 2000 (Sources of Knowledge and Experience) and 2001 (National Minorities in Norway). The subject of intangible cultural heritage has also been addressed in other public publications.
The Norwegian Government provides financial support to institutions safeguarding ICH. Since the ratification in 2007, the grant letters to relevant public institutions have reflected this, and the institutions are required to focus on intangible cultural heritage in their work and to report on their progress.
The Sami people and Norwegian national minorities:

The Sami are regarded as an indigenous community in Norway. In addition to the Sami, Norway has five national minorities (Groups with a long-standing attachment to the country): Kvens (people of Finnish descent in Northern Norway), Jews, Forest Finns, Roma and Romani. In addition to this, there are of course several new immigrant groups. 
Norway has ratified the two most important political documents in relation to national minorities; the Council of Europe’s Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities and the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages. Norway has thus undertaken a particular responsibility to support initiatives which may protect, strengthen and further develop the culture of these national minorities including their languages – the Sami language, the Kven/Finnish language, Romany and Romanes. The Government reports periodically to the Council of Europe on the implementation of both these instruments. 
2.  Awareness-raising at the national level
The Norwegian Government regards museums, archives and libraries as important participants in the task of raising awareness on the subject of intangible cultural heritage at the national level, especially in these institutions work on documentation, dissemination and research. In recent years, there has been an active process of developing museums, archives and libraries as institutions with analytic and critical perspectives on society. 
In addition to this, the Norwegian Government focuses on the importance of ICH in numerous other fields. Important tools in this regard are terms laid down when giving grants and subsidies, support given to e.g. the film sector and festivals (like e.g. Riddu Riððu, an international festival for indigenous people), through the Cultural Rucksack (a national programme for art and culture provided by professionals in Norwegian schools), through increasing financial grants to institutions working specifically with ICH and through active politics for the preservation of Norwegian and minority languages, traditional crafts etc.

3.  Awareness-raising at the international level
The Norwegian Ministry of Culture believes that UNESCO can play an important role in the process of raising awareness about the intangible heritage at the international level. This especially applies to the work of coordinating the effort of the States Parties and of collecting and disseminating information about both needs and best practices. In the practical implementation of this work, high-quality internet sites and physical meeting points for communication and exchange of experience between the States Parties would be of great value. So would also a platform for the exchange of best practices be. 
In addition to this, we believe it will be important to communicate the connection between tangible and intangible cultural heritage so to be able to best unify the international efforts in the cultural heritage field. 
4.  Threats related to awareness-raising

The Norwegian Government finds it vital never to lose focus of the human rights, neither when working with intangible cultural heritage. It is important to respect individuals, groups and nations boundaries, however not accepting cultural expressions inconsistent with basic rights, such as the rights of women and children and freedom of expression. 
The Norwegian Ministry of Culture and Church Affairs look forward to following and taking part in the upcoming discussions on this subject at the 4th session of the Committee. 

Yours sincerely,
Christina Smith-Erichsen
Deputy Director General
Christine Hamnen
Senior Adviser
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