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RECOMMENDATIONS

The Members of the ICC convened by the Director-General of UNESCO, Mr Koichiro
Matsuura, at the Third Session of the International Coordination Committee for the
Safeguarding of the Iraqgi Cultural Heritage, at UNESCO Headquarters on 12 and 14
November 2007,

Thanking the Director-General of UNESCO for calling the third session of the ICC,

Taking note of the achievements of the Government of Iraq, under the prevailing
circumstances, in protecting and rehabilitating the Iraqi cultural heritage,

Recognizing the work done by the National Coordination Committee in Baghdad
(NCC), as a counterpart of the ICC, and its efforts in implementing nationally the
recommendations of the second ICC meeting,

Praising the heroic work of Irag’s State Board of Antiquities and Heritage, the sole
organisation in Iraq that is charged by law with protecting, preserving and studying
Irag’s rich tangible cultural heritage,

Acknowledging the experts’ contributions made during the debates,

Stressing that UNESCO should continue to coordinate international contributions
made for the purpose of protecting, conserving and promoting the Iragi cultural
heritage,

Considering the existing constraints for implementing activities on the ground,



Decide to establish a Sub-Committee for the protection and safeguard of the site of
Babylon;

Decide to reactivate the Sub-Committee on Libraries and Archives;

Agree on the following recommendations:

1.

ADVOCACY

Recommendations to the Iraqgi authorities

To inscribe cultural heritage as a priority on the national agenda, recognising
its importance for the reconstruction of Iraq, social cohesion and peace
building;

To improve the coordination and communication among the various
governmental institutions at national and local levels, and in particular
between the SBAH and local authorities;

To obtain free access to archaeological sites for concerned experts
authorized by the SBAH in view of resuming research and preservation
activities;

To obtain that prior consultation with the SBAH be undertaken before any
installation, especially public works and military installations, is planned on or
in the vicinity of the archaeological, heritage and cultural sites;

To continue the process of separating the archives from libraries...

Recommendations to the international community and UNESCO:

To call on all parties in Iraq, including government from the national to local
levels and all international forces, to respect and support the mission, unity
and integrity of the SBAH and the INLA;

To inform the World Heritage Committee on the state of conservation of the
World Heritage sites of Iraq, based on the information provided by the Iraqi
authorities or other sources (in particular Ashur and Samarra);

2.

STANDARD SETTING

Recommendations to the Iraqgi authorities to:

Encourage the Iraqi authorities to ratify the Second Protocol of the Hague
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed
Conflict (1999), notably by providing increased support to the
intergovernmental mechanism and by intensifying the international
cooperation for the restitution of illegally exported property;

Encourage the Iraqgi authorities to ratify the UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen
or lllegally Exported Cultural Objects (1995);



Develop the Iraqi legislation for a still more efficient transformation of the
1970 UNESCO Convention on the means of prohibiting and Preventing the
lllicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, notably
via revision and completion of administrative law (illegally exported cultural
property becomes automatically public property, every cultural property is in
an official inventory, administrative aid) and civil law (for public property, there
is no statute of limitation and no good faith acquisition and the claim action is
imprescriptible);

Encourage negotiation of bilateral agreements for the restitution of illicit
cultural property with States which ratified the 1970 UNESCO Convention;

Encourage the Iraqi authorities to ratify the 2003 UNESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage;

To introduce rapidly the Iraqi legislation in the UNESCO Cultural Heritage
National Laws Database;

Recommendations to the international community and UNESCO:

To consider ratifying relevant international treaties and conventions such as:
- The second Protocol to the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (1999);

- The UNIDROIT Convention of 1995 on stolen or illegally exported cultural
objects;

- The 2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage;

To consider developing the international legislation for a more efficient
implementation of the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the means of prohibiting
and Preventing the lllicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural
Property, notably via revision and completion of administrative law and civil
law;

To facilitate an international import-ban restriction on transfer of ancient Iraqi
cultural property, as requested by UN Security Council Resolution 1483, and
to encourage all countries to keep the recovered items in established safe
havens, under the auspices of UNESCO and/or Iraqgi diplomatic missions, in
view of their restitution to Iraq when the adequate conditions are met;

To encourage the implementation of the UNESCO-INTERPOL-ICOM Basic
Actions concerning Cultural Objects being offered for Sale over the Internet,

To cooperate with INTERPOL and communicate details on the criminal
individuals and networks involved in the illicit trafficking of Iragi cultural
objects and on the roads and destinations of cultural property.



3.

AWARENESS RAISING

Recommendations to the Iragi authorities:

To integrate awareness materials on cultural heritage in the curriculum for
both formal and informal education, using inter alia the World Heritage in
Young Hands kit prepared by UNESCO;

To develop a cultural heritage communication policy;

Sensitization of the public at large, notably children and young people, to the
importance of the cultural heritage.

Alert the international community, in particular politics, art-market actors
(antique dealers, collectors, auctions houses) acting notably on the Internet,
as well as museums (curators, security staff, restaurateurs) to prevent from
illicit trafficking of cultural property originating from Iraq.

Improve the transmission of information about cultural property thefts, stolen
or recovered objects to the Interpol General Secretariat for data entry and
crime analysis purposes and creates a central collecting point (“safe havens”)
for recovered items.

Recommendations to the international community and UNESCO:

To alert the international community, in particular decision-makers, art-market
participants (antique dealers, collectors, auction houses), present notably on
the Internet, as well as museums staff on the responsibilities and penalties
attached to illicit trafficking of cultural property originating from Iraq and to
launch a one-year world awareness campaign to this end;

To develop an awareness campaign at the regional level, specifically aimed
at the law-enforcement agencies, in order to improve the control of circulation
of cultural property at borders;

4.

CAPACITY BUILDING

Recommendations to the Iragi authorities:

Introduce rapidly the Iraqgi legislation in the UNESCO Cultural Heritage
National Laws Database.

Organise a long term training action aiming at providing sustainable
capacities in the fight against illicit traffic:

a. capacity to ratify the above mentioned normative instruments,

b. capacity to develop national legislation on the administrative and
private law levels (on the base of the law n° 55 of 2002 (Qanun al-
athar al-turath),



C. capacity to negotiate bilateral agreements on the restitution of illicitly
trafficked cultural properties with the States parties to the 1970
UNESCO Convention,

d. capacity to use the UNESCO/WCO model export certificate as well as
the Object ID standard form for the inventories.

» To establish an evidence-based national strategy for the development of the
human resources in the field of -cultural heritage preservation and
management, that would serve as a framework for international assistance;

» To strengthen national legal capacities needed for an efficient action against
illicit trafficking, in particular in applying international instruments and in using
standardised tools for inventories (Object ID) and the UNESCO/WCO export
certificates;

Recommendations for the international community and UNESCO:

e To favour, within such a framework, long and sustainable training
programmes rather than short training sessions, in all fields covered by the
ICC mandate;

 To harmonise survey tools and inventory standards and to facilitate their
access by the Iraqgi cultural heritage professionals so as to establish reliable
documentation on archaeological sites, cultural objects and intangible
heritage;

* Impose an international import-ban restriction on transfer of all ancient Iraqi
cultural objects (more than 100 years old) and encourage all countries to
keep all recovered items in safe place, in collaboration with local Iraqi
diplomatic missions and under UNESCO auspices, in order [a terme]

to restitute them.

* Regularly check offers on the art market and the sales of cultural property
over the Internet, and encourage the implementation of the UNESCO-
INTERPOL-ICOM Basic Actions concerning Cultural Objects being offered for
Sale over the Internet,

» Cooperate with INTERPOL and communicate details on the criminal
individuals and networks involved in the illicit trafficking of Iragi cultural
objects and on the roads and destinations of cultural property.
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RECOMENDATIONS ON THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF BABYLO N

The participants in the Third Special Session on the archaeological site of
Babylon

Thanking the Director-General of UNESCO, the Minister of Culture of Iraq, the
Minister of State for Tourism and Antiquities of Iraq for convening the Third
Special Session on Babylon in Paris, UNESCO Headquarters;

Recalling the outcomes and the main lines of action ata:;reed during the First &
Second Special Sessions on Babylon (24" June & 22" November 2005),

Emphasizing the importance of coordination under UNESCO umbrella, to
produce a thorough assessment on the conditions of Babylon,

Recognizing the work already carried out by the State Board of Antiquities
and Heritage (SBAH) and international experts in this regard, and regretting
the absence of SBAH Staff from Babylon,

Agreed on the following recommendations:

Recommendation 1

To the International Coordination Committee for the Safeguarding of the
Cultural Heritage of Irag (ICC), to recognize the steps already undertaken by
the experts during the three Special Sessions on Babylon (Paris, 24 June;
Berlin, 22 November 2005, and Paris, 12 November 2007) and to establish an
ICC Sub-Committee for the protection, conservation and management of the
archaeological site of Babylon.



To recommend to the ICC Iraq to set up an ICC Sub-Committee for the
protection, conservation and management of the archaeological site of
Babylon. It is proposed that the ICC Sub-Committee should benefit from the
participation of the following Iraqi Officials: the Chairperson of SBAH; Director
General of Excavations and Investigations Directorate of SBAH, and
international experts: Prof John Curtis (UK), Prof John Russell (USA), Prof
McGuire Gibson (USA), Dr Fawwaz Al Khrayesheh (Jordan), Prof George
Tate (France), arch. Roberto Parapetti (Italy), Dr Margareta Van Ess
(Germany), Prof Antoine Cavigneaux (France), Prof Elizabeth Stone (USA),
Prof. Ken Matsumoto (Japan), Dr Gaetano Palumbo (Italy), Dr René Teygeler
(Netherlands), Prof Andrew George (UK), Dr Neville Agnew (USA), and Prof.
Piotr Bielinski (Poland). It should also include at the very least specialists in
urban planning, hydrology, environmental ecology, landscape architecture,
cultural resources management, and conservation

Recommendation 2

The reports compiled by SBAH, by the Polish archaeologists, by Dr J. Curtis,
by information supplied by individuals, including Prof E. Stone, Prof. Parapetti
and Prof. J. Russell should be completed and presented in another working
meeting in Berlin in June 2008 in order to review them and compiled a final
assessment of the damage caused to Babylon during the period March 2003
to December 2004 that should be presented to the ICC for its approval.

Recommendation 3

The disturbed areas should be archaeologically investigated by SBAH and
reported upon.

Based on the results of the assessment and aforementioned archaeological
investigations, preparation of a comprehensive conservation and
management plan for the site of Babylon, with a view inter alia to its
nomination for inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List, should be
developed.

Recommendation 4

Urgent conservation work should be undertaken by SBAH and reported upon.

Recommendation 5

The provisions of the Iragi Antiquities’ Law should be observed on the Site of
Babylon.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS /
LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS

INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS MEMBERS OF THE ICC / EXPERTS INTERNATIONAUX
MEMBRES DU CIC

1. Prof Helga Trenkwalder (Austria / Autriche )
Director, Austrian Archaeological Expedition to Ira g (AAEI) /

Directrice, Mission archéologique autrichienne en | rag

Institut fur Alte Geschichte und Altorientalistik
Leopold-Franzens-University

2. Prof Michel Tanret (Belgium / Belgique )

Department of Languages and Cultures of the Near East and North Africa,
Ghent University/ Département des langues et cultures du Proche-Orient et
de I'Afrique du Nord, Université de Gand

3. Prof Petr Charvat (Czech Republic / République tcheque )
Associate Professor, Centre for Near Eastern Studies
Philosophical Faculty, University of West Bohemia, Pilsen

4. Dr Mohamed Abdel-Maksoud (Egypt / Egypte )
Director-General of the Supreme Council of Antiquities /
Directeur général du Conseil Supérieur des Antiquités
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Ministry of Culture / Ministéere de la culture

5. Dr Jean-Marie Arnoult (France)
General Inspector of Libraries /
Inspecteur général des bibliotheques de France

6. Dr Margareta Van Ess (Germany / Allemagne )
Scientific Director, German Archaeological Institute /
Directrice Scientifique / Institut allemand archéologique.

7. Mr Roberto Parapetti (Italy / Italie )

Director, Italian-Iraqi Centre for the Restoration of Monuments — Baghdad /
Directeur, Centre Italo-iraquien pour la conservation des monuments -
Bagdad

8. Prof. Ken Matsumoto (Japan / Japon )

Head Director / Directeur en chef

Institute for the Cultural Studies of Ancient Iraq /
Institut pour les études culturelles de I'lraq ancien
Kokushikan University, Tokyo

9. Dr. Fawaz Al Khraysheh (Jordan / Jordanie )
Director, Department of Antiquities /
Directeur Département des antiquités

10. Prof J anis Sikstulis (Latvia / Lettonie )
Associate Professor, Faculty of Theology /
University of Latvia

Professeur associé, Faculté de théologie
Université de Lettonie

11. Prof Piotr Bielinski (Poland / Pologne )

Director, missions to Hamrin, Tell Rijm, Eski Mossul dam project /
Directeur, missions a Hamrin, Tell Rijm, projet du barrage d’Eski Mossul.
Dean, Faculty of History, Warsaw University /

Doyen, Faculté d’'Histoire, Université de Varsovie

12. Ms Anna Gretha Eriksson (Sweden / Suede)
National Heritage Board /
Conseil national du patrimoine

13. Ms Alice Enrica Bianchi (Switzerland / Suisse )
University of Tuebingen, Germany /
Université de Tuebingen, Allemagne

14. Dr Sultan Muhesen (Syrian Arab Republic / République arabe
syrienne )

Professor of Archaeology, Faculty of Letters, Damascus University /

Professeur en archéologie, Faculté de lettres, Université de Damas

15. Ms Belma Kulago glu (Turkey / Turquie )
Archaeologist, Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, General Directorate of
Cultural Heritage and Museums /
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Archéologue, Musée des civilisations anatoliennes, Direction générale du
patrimoine culturel et des musées

16. Dr John Curtis (United-Kingdom / Royaume-Uni )
Keeper, Department of the Ancient Near East, The British Museum /
Conservateur, Département du Proche-Orient ancien, The British Museum

17. Prof. John Russell (United States of America / Etats Unis
d’Amérique )
Massachusetts College of Art, Boston

IRAQI DELEGATION / DELEGATION IRAQUIENNE

1. Mr Jaber Mohammad Abbas Al-Jaberi
Senior Deputy Minister of Culture /
Vice-ministre de la culture

2. H. E. Mr. Muhyi K. Alkateeb
Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of Iraq to UNESCO /
Ambassadeur, Délégué Permanent de I'lraq auprés de 'TUNESCO.

3. H. E. Mr Mouafak Abood
Ambassor of Iraq to France /
Ambassadeur de I'lrag en France

4. Mr Mufid Jazairi
Chairperson of the Culture and Media Commission at the Parliament /
Président de la Commission de la culture et media au Parlement.

5. Mr. Kamel Abdullah Shiaa

Advisor at the Ministry of Culture

Chairperson of the National Coordination Committee for the safeguarding of
the Iraqi Cultural Heritage /

Consultant du ministére de la culture

Président du Comité national de coordination pour la sauvegarde du
patrimoine culturel en Iraqg.

6. Dr. Ameera Idan Hlaihel

Director of Iragi National Museum

Acting Chairperson of the State Board of Heritage and Antiquities (SBAH) /
Directeur du Musée National de I'lraq

Présidente par intérim du State Board of Heritage and Antiquities (SBAH)

7. Dr. Qaees Hussein Rashed Al-Magases
Director General of Excavation and Investigation (SBAH) /
Directeur général du Département des fouilles et reconnaissances.

8. Mr Wisam Jaleel Eskander

Director General of Engineering and Maintenance (SBAH) /
Directeur général du Département d’ingénierie et de maintenance
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9. Mr Riyadh Najm Abdullah Al-Hindawi
Deputy Director General of Plastic Arts (Ministry of Culture) /
Sous-directeur général des arts plastiqgues (Ministére de la culture)

10. Mr Kanan Rashad Muhamad Al-Mufti

Director General at the Ministry of Culture ; Kurdistan Regional Government
/

Directeur général du Ministere de la culture ; Gouvernement régional du
Kurdistan

11. Ms Gouhar Shemdin
Advisor at the Ministry of Tourism; Kurdistan Regional Government /
Consultante au Ministere du tourisme ; Gouvernement du Kurdistan

OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS

1. Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization
(ALECSO)/ Organisation Arabe pour I'Education, la C ulture et la
Science

- Dr. Rita Awad Director of Culture

- Ms Saida Charfeddine, Permanent Observer to UNESCO

2. International Council on Archives (ICA) / Intern  ational Committee of
the Blue Shield - Conseil international des archiv.  es (ICA) / Comité
international du Bouclier bleu (ICBS)

- Mr Kenneth Hall (ICA)

- Ms Cristina Menegazzi (ICBS)

3. International Centre for the Study of the Preser  vation and Restoration
of Cultural Property (ICCROM) / Centre Internationa | d’Etude pour la
Conservation et la Restauration des biens Culturels

Dr. Zaki Azlan
Project Manager, ATHAR Programme

4. International Council on Museums /
Conseil international des musées (ICOM)
Ms Jennifer Thévenot

Programme Activities Officer

5. International Council on Monuments and Sites /
Conseil International des Monuments et des Sites (I COMOS)

Ms Gaia Jungeblodt
Director, ICOMOS International Secretariat

6. International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions
(IFLA) Fédération internationale d’associations de bibliothécaires et des
bibliothéques (FIAB)

Ms Christiane Baryla

Director, IFLA/PAC, French National Library

7. International Criminal Police Organization (INTE RPOL)
Mr. Jean-Pierre Jouanny,
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Specialised Officer

8. Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Org  anization (ISESCO) /
Organisation Islamique pour I'Education, les Scienc es et la Culture

- Prof. Nouredinne Toualbi-Thaélibi, Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

- Mrs Djacta, Deputy Permanent Delegate

9. World Customs Organization / Organisation Mondia  le des Douanes
Mr. Massimiliano CARUSO
Customs Technical Attaché

10. World Monuments Fund (WMF) / Fonds Mondial pou r les
Monuments

- Mr Gaetano Palumbo

Director of Archaeological Conservation

Africa, Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia
- Ms Alessandra Peruzetto

WMF Paris Office

11. Ministry of Culture of Spain / Ministére de la  culture de 'Espagne
- Mr. Jesus Fumanal Orus
- Ms Laura de Miguel Riera

12. U.S. Department of State
Ms Maria Kouroupas
Director, Cultural Heritage

13. Castern Niebuhr Institute for Near Eastern Stud  ies, Denmark
Prof. Ingolf Thuesen

14. Centro Scavi Torino, Italy
Mr Munzer Jahjah, Engineer

15. Consultant
Dr Andrea F. G. Rascher
Cultural, Political & Legal Adviser, Switzerland

16.Consultancy and Research Cultural Heritage, The  Netherlands
Dr René Teygeler

17. Stony Brook University, U.S.A.
Dr Elizabeth Stone
Professor, Department of Anthropology

18. Permanent delegation of Cote d’lvoire to UNESCO
- H. E. Mrs Odette Yao Yao, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate

19. Permanent Delegation of the Holy See to UNESCO

- Msgr. Francesco Follo, Permanent Observer to UNESCO
- Mrs Florence Motte, Permanent Delegation

- Mr. Francesco Baroni, Permanent Delegation
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20. Permanent Delegation of Monaco to UNESCO
- Mrs Corinne Magail, Deputy Permanent Delegate
- Ms Joanna Radecker

21. Permanent Delegation of Turkey to UNESCO
- Mr Deniz Barkan Umruk, 2" Secretary of the Permanent Delegation

22. Permanent Delegation of the U.S.A. to UNESCO
- H. E. Mrs Louise V. Oliver, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate
- M Sehreen Noor Ali, U.S. Permanent Delegation

UNESCO SECRETARIAT

CULTURE SECTOR

Ms Frangoise Riviere

Assistant Director-General for Culture /
Sous-directrice générale pour la culture

Executive Office / Bureau exécutif
Ms Paola Leoncini-Bartoli

Ms Tereza Wagner

Ms Akatsuki Takahashi

Ms Jeanette Tchilingirian

Section of Intangible Heritage / Section du patrimo  ine immatériel
Ms Oda Lehmann

Section of Museums and Cultural Objects / Sectiond  es museées et objets
culturels

Ms Malda Jabbour

Ms Suzanne Ogge

Mr Edouard Planche

World Heritage Centre, Arab States Unit / Centre du  patrimoine mondial,
Unité des pays arabes

Ms Veronique Dauge

Dr Maria Gropas

Ms Marianne Raabe

Mr Lamine Diagne

COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION SECTOR / SECTEUR DE LA COMMUNICATION ET
INFORMATION

Ms Joie Springer

Ms Miriam Nisbet

UNESCO IRAQ OFFICE

Mr Mohamed Dijelid, Director

Ms Tamara Teneishvili, Culture Programme Specialist
Ms Nayab Al-Dabbagh, National Programme Officer
Mr Mourad Zmit, Project Manager

Ms Dina Al-Dabbagh, Programme Assistant

15



