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Guo Zhan 

 
Current Position  

Senior Commissioner, Senior Researcher 

Department of Cultural Heritage Protection  

State Administration of Cultural Heritage (SACH), People’s 

Republic of China 

 

Academic and Professional Titles 

Vice President, ICOMOS    Elected by the 15th General 

Assembly of ICOMOS in 2005 

Vice Chairman and secretary-general of China, ICOMOS 

Member, Academic Committee of China Historically and 

Culturally Famous Cities 

Director of the Board, China Great Wall Society 

Adviser in the planning and protection of selected cities 

 

Education 

1979-1982, Masters in Mongolian History and Yuan Dynasty 

History, Department of History, Graduate School of the Chinese 

Academy of Social Sciences 

1973-1976, Archaeology Department, Peking University 

1990, Visiting scholar to University of Durham, Britain  

1997, a two-month research program at University of York, 

Britain 

 

Languages 

Chinese: Native language 

Mongolian: Fluent, speaking and reading 

English: Fluent, speaking and reading 

         

Working Experiences and Professional Achievements 

• After graduation from high school in 1967, I worked as a 

practicing doctor among the Nomadic people in Inner Mongolia 

until I was admitted into Peking University. 

• 1976-1979: In charge of the Seismic Archaeological Group 

under the State Administration of Cultural Heritage 

• 1982 - present: Working with the State Administration of 

Cultural Heritage in the protection, management and research of 

ancient architecture, historic cities and archeological sites, 

successively acting as project manager, deputy division chief, 
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director of the General Office, director of the Cultural Relics 

Division, director of the Division of World Heritage, and 

commissioner of the Department of Cultural Heritage Protection 

• On the ICOMOS Evaluation Missions to Historic Monuments 

of Ancient Nara, Shrines and Temples of Nikko, Gusuku Sites 

and Related Properties of the Kingdom of Ryukyu 

• Helped maintain a communication between the cultural 

heritage protection and archaeological circles, and exchanges 

between China and the international community. Facilitated the 

successful convening of the 28th World Heritage Committee 

Meeting in China 

• Introduced the Venice Charter, the World Heritage Convention 

and other important documents into China, and helped integrate 

those principles with the Chinese practices 

• Have taken part in and presided over China’s World Heritage 

work since the country signed the World Heritage Convention in 

1985, and helped bring the number of China’s World Heritage 

sites from nil to 31 

• Since the late 1980s, have promoted and prepared for 

China’s accession into the ICCROM, involved in founding China 

ICOMOS, promoted and prepared for China’s accession into 

ICOMOS, attended all major meetings of the World Heritage 

Committee and ICOMOS, arranged over twenty study tours for 

international experts, coordinated international seminars and 

training courses in China, organized overseas study tours of 

Chinese experts annually 

• Maintained close contacts and cooperation with ICOMOS, 

ICCROM, World Heritage Center and counterparts in other 

countries 

• Have taken part in the deliberation and research of the 

ICOMOS documents on authenticity in Nara, Japan in 1994 and 

2004 

• Have been engaged in the protection of ancient architecture 

and archaeological management in China, organized a variety of 

important cultural heritage protection projects, particularly the 

emergency reinforcement project of the Potala Palace, the 

protection of the Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes and the 

investigation into the ancient Silk Road. Made 21 trips to Tibet, 

initiated and promoted the activities of knowing Tibet and 

helping Tibetan counterparts to strengthen the protection of 

cultural heritage, and helped Tibet establish close ties with 

inland provinces and the international community 

• Presided over the selection and recommendation of the third 

and fourth groups of National Priority Protection Sites, and the 
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name list of the second and third groups of historically and 

culturally famous cities. 

 

Publications 

• Taoism during the Jin and Yuan Dynasties 

• The Impact of Taoism on History and Society in the Early 

Years of the Yuan Dynasty 

• Historical Seismic Study in the Beijing-Tianjin Region 

• Research on the Protection of Historically and Culturally 

Famous Cities in China 

• Ancient Architecture in China 

• Research on the Cause of World Heritage and Sustainable 

Social Development 

• World Heritage in China 

• Guide to World Heritage Practices 

 

 


