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ثار و فن و معمار
 
 اليمن تراث عالمي ا

Oriental Art Museum, 20th october – 16th december 2016 

 

From the Prehistory to the present times this southern strip of the Arabian Peninsula has preserved unique 

traits in the production of its material culture which proved to be both indigenous and also an outcome of 

exchanges and synergy with Africa, Asia and the Mediterranean basin. The ancient Greek and Roman 

historians used to name Yemen Arabia Felix for it was a country geographically and materially rich. In fact 

Yemen was the cross road of important maritime and caravan routes where merchants coming from India 

and the Horn of Africa met with those who then crossed the entire Arabia to embellish the European courts 

with frankincense, myrrh, coffee, gems and spices.  

The close relationship between the humankind and his settlement land was already observed in the study 

of the ancient south Arabian reigns (the most known of which is the Sabaean), whose residential features 

were very close to the “tower house”, the worldwide symbol of Yemen.  With the spreading of the Islamic 

faith, Yemeni architecture took on new forms and stylistic models and many pagan temples were turned 

into mosques. The archeological investigations carried out in Yemen confirmed the enduring osmosis 

between the preislamic and the Islamic civilization which led to the spreading of that ancient inheritance 

into the new cultural domain.  

The initiative promoted by the Oriental Art Museum is willing to recall this tie for its goal is to enclose 

Yemeni cultural heritage and its origins which often fade into legends.  

There is also another goal, i.e. the gathering of two particular Italian experiences, the one of the Italian 

Archeological Mission in the Republic of Yemen (MAIRY) begun in 1980 and that of the Istituto Veneto per i 

Beni Culturali (IVBC) started in 2005. Both have as purpose the safeguarding and the promotion of the 

Yemeni heritage and both have been carried out jointly with the local institutions so to become source of 

scientific and human growth.  

 

Organizing committee 

Polo Museale del Veneto – Oriental Art Museum 

Istituto Veneto per i Beni Culturali 

Monumenta Orientalia 

Italian-Yemeni Centre for the Conservation of Cultural Heritage 

 



 
 

 

Scientific-technical support 

Alessio Agostini 

Al-Bara’ Allubadi 

Giovanni Bertolotti 

Cristina Muradore 

Micheal Jung 

Valter Amorini 

 

Lectures program 

 

20th  october 2016 - Opening 

The exhibition will be inaugurated at 4 pm by: 

Marta Boscolo Marchi – Director of the Oriental Art Museum 

Renzo Ravagnan – Director of the  Istituto Veneto per i Beni Culturali 

Sabina Antonini de Maigret – Director of the Italian Archeological Mission in the Republic of Yemen  

In memory of the archeologist and orientalist Dr. Alessandro de Maigret after five years of his demise 

Alessio Agostini – Sapienza Università di Roma 

Between myth and history: the Queen of Sheba 

27th  october 2016 4 pm 

Michael Jung – National Museum of Oriental Arts, Rome 

Mosques and Madrasas of Yemen 

 

3rd November 2016 3.30 pm 

Ronald Lewcock – Professor Emeritus 

Architecture in Yemen  



 
 
19th november 2016 10 am 

Jean Pierre Zocca – Istituto Veneto per i Beni Culturali 

Workshop on the Yemeni artistic techniques  

24th November 2016 3.30 pm 

Cristina Tonghini –Cà Foscari University of Venice  

Cultural Heritage at risk in the MENA region 

 

16th December 2016 9.30 am –International Symposium at Palazzo Grimani 

Institutional greetings 

10.15 Werner Daum 

The Great Mosque of Sana’a and its early history  

10.45  Trevor Marchand – School of Oriental and African Studies of London 

Minarets of Sana’a  
 
11.15-11.30 Coffee Break  
 
 
11:30 Paolo Bensi Università degli studi di Genova/Istituto Veneto per i Beni Culturali 

The colours of the Great Mosque of Sana’a 

12.00 Ettore Janulardo – Università di Bologna  

Visions between lands and architectures 

12.30 Renzo Ravagnan – Istituto Veneto per i Beni Culturali 

Presentation of the publishing plan regarding the Italian translation of the volumes written by the German 

traveller Castern Niebuhr 

 


