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3Seventh meeting of the Working
Group on EFA

There is a US$ 7.6 billion
shortfall in order for
developing countries,

particularly in Africa, to achieve key basic education goals.
So UNESCO Director-General, Koïchiro Matsuura told
participants at the G8 Summit in St Petersburg (Russian
Federation), which took place from July 15 to 17, 2006.
He also urged developing countries to do their utmost 
to mobilize domestic resources. Nevertheless, significant
funds are needed if these countries are to achieve the 
six Education for All goals by 2015. It is estimated that

external aid to basic education globally needs to reach 
$12 billion per year.

The G8 leaders reaffirmed their commitment to the EFA
agenda in the education document approved by the G8
Summit – entitled “Education for Innovative Societies in
the 21st Century”. They welcomed “UNESCO’s efforts to
finalize a Global Action Plan to achieve the EFA goals and
provide a framework for coordinated and complementary
action by multilateral aid agencies in support of country-
level implementation.”

The abolition of school fees, the elimination of
child labour, education in fragile states and the
need for gender-sensitive education to address 
the HIV and AIDS epidemic were on the agenda of
the seventh meeting of the Working Group on EFA,
held at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris from 19 to
21 July 2006.

The Director-General of UNESCO, Koïchiro
Matsuura, called on the Working Group to draw 
on its “expertise, experience and resources to
assist developing countries in overcoming these
[obstacles] in a systematic and coherent manner”.

The Director-General also highlighted the
importance of improving education service
delivery in fragile states. He asked the Working
Group not only to focus on the short-term issue of
the restoration of services, but also to consider
the much longer-term and more complex question
of rebuilding institutions.

The Working Group will provide recommendations
concerning the implementation of the Global
Action Plan, particularly at country level. In 2007
and 2008, UNESCO will coordinate a Review and
Stocktaking of the EFA Progress at national level,
which aims to improve inputs into national policy
formulation.

The sixth meeting of the High-Level Group on EFA
will be held from 14 to 16 November 2006 in Cairo,
Egypt, following the launch in October of the EFA
Global Monitoring Report 2007 on the theme of
Early Childhood Care and Education.

Contact: k.shaheen@unesco.org

Overcoming 
obstacles to EFA

What is the focus of the 2007 
EFA Global Monitoring Report?

Our special focus this year is on early
childhood care and education (ECCE)– the
first of the six EFA goals. While efforts to
achieve universal primary education have
dominated national and international policy
agendas, minimal attention is paid to what
happens in the first six to eight years of life.
This is a serious mistake. Supporting
children during these early years sets strong
foundations for all future learning. The case
is overwhelming, based both on rights and
on reducing poverty.

How is ECCE important in the
contexts of social development,

gender equity and poverty reduction?
We know that a child born in the developing
world has a four out of ten chance of living
in extreme poverty. About 10.5 million
children die each year before age five, most
from preventable diseases. Good quality
ECCE programmes provide health, nutrition,
hygiene, stimulation and social interaction
that supports the child’s development and
learning. They improve children’s chances of
doing well in primary school. When young
children attend ECCE programmes, their
older sisters or female relatives are relieved
of care-giving responsibilities, often 

a barrier to school attendance. ECCE
programmes yield very high economic
returns, especially for children from poor
families. They are thus a powerful
contributor to reducing poverty, the
overarching objective of the Millennium
Development Goals.

What is the greatest challenge to EFA?
Time is running out to meet even the

primary education goal by 2015. Acting with
urgency is imperative. We need to ensure
that education really is for all. Right now it is
not. The comprehensive vision of the Dakar
agenda is being lost. Most countries – and
most donor agencies – are paying minimal
attention to improving adult literacy and to
ECCE. There is a wide gap between enrolment
and completion rates in primary school. The
number of out-of-school children remains
unacceptably high. Efforts need to be
accelerated and more focused. In too many
countries, fees and indirect costs remain a
major obstacle to poor children’s schooling.
Public spending on basic education clearly
needs to increase but so does international
aid: levels have increased, but aid to low-
income countries must at least double 
to reach the EFA goals.

www.efareport@unesco.org
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questions to
Nicholas Burnett
Director of the EFA Global Monitoring 
Report Team

EFA at the G8 Summit


