Provisional Programme – 21/10/2004

Fourth High-Level Group Meeting on Education for All

Brasilia, Brazil, 8-10 November 2004
Provisional Programme

Mandate of the High-Level Group

The Dakar Framework for Action (§19) states that: “UNESCO’s Director-General will convene annually a high-level, small and flexible group. It will serve as a lever for political commitment and technical and financial resource mobilization. Informed by a monitoring report…it will also provide an opportunity to hold the global community to account for commitments made in Dakar. It will be composed of highest-level leaders from governments and civil society of developing and developed countries, and from development agencies”.
Expected Outcomes

· Maintaining global political momentum and mobilizing resources for realizing the EFA goals agreed at Dakar and the MDGs;

· Reviewing progress towards the achievement of the Dakar goals (in particular the gender equity goal for 2005), identifying key challenges, and setting strategies and priorities;

· Identifying actions to be taken, in the short- and medium-term, by countries and EFA partners to improve the quality of education;

· Recommending ways and means for improving teachers’ work conditions and enhancing their status, morale and professionalism to improve education quality; and 

· Assessing the extent to which the international commitments made at Dakar, especially in regard to bridging the financial gap for achieving the EFA goals, are being met and agreeing on the way forward.
Monday, 8 November 2004

9.00 am-3.00 pm:
Registration at Nacional Hotel

6.00-7.00 pm
:
Opening ceremony

Chairperson:

· Tarso Genro, Minister of Education, Brazil

Welcome address:

· Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General, UNESCO

Special message:

· Carol Bellamy, Executive Director, UNICEF

Keynote addresses:

· Néstor Carlos Kirchner, President, Argentina*
· Arthur Zahidi N’Goma, Vice-President, Democratic Republic of Congo

Opening speech:

· Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, President, Brazil*
8.30 pm:
Welcome Reception and Dinner hosted by Government of Brazil
Tuesday, 9 November 2004
Working Session I: 

9.00 – 11.00 am:
Overview of progress towards the EFA goals – Policies and strategies to improve the quality of education: What makes a difference in countries?

· Chair: Moustapha Sourang, Minister of National Education, Senegal 

· Lead Commentator: Christopher Colclough, Former Director, EFA Global Monitoring Report (Overview of progress towards EFA: The Quality Imperative).
· Panellists:
· Luis Gόmez Gutiérrez, Minister of Education, Cuba (Key policy areas for improving learning outcomes)

· Ahmed Gamal Eddin Moussa, Minister of Education, Egypt* (Enabling resources for better teaching and learning)

· Kailash Satyarthi, Chairperson, Global Campaign for Education* (Education quality and equity issues: towards an inclusive approach to quality education)

Based on the analysis of the Global EFA Monitoring Report 2005 of progress towards all six EFA goals in the framework of education quality, the Working Session aims at reinforcing national and international commitment to the full EFA agenda, while identifying strategies and actions towards reaching the Dakar goals. Recognizing that quality stands at the heart of EFA, this Session will highlight major factors affecting education quality so as to draw up a comprehensive map for understanding, monitoring and identifying effective policies and strategies to improve learning outcomes, especially in poor countries facing severe resource constraints and difficult policy choices.

· Discussion

· Major points, recommendations and actions (Lead Commentator)
Working Session II:

11.00 am – 1.00pm:
 Investing in Teachers for Improving Quality of EFA.

· Chair: Zhou Ji, Minister of Education, China
· Lead Commentator: Ms Mary Hatwood Futrell, Founder President, Education International (Teachers as a critical investment for quality improvement)

· Panellists:
· Reyes Tamez Guerra, Minister of Education, Mexico* (Social dialogue with teachers for successful school reforms)

·  Arjun Singh, Minister of Human Resource Development, India (Improving incentives for attracting and retaining teachers, particularly in rural areas).

· Igor Damayanov, Minister of Education and science, Bulgaria (Teacher accountability for achieving better quality)
Teachers are key to promoting and sustaining the quality of education. Recruitment, training, appraisal and remuneration of teachers are all factors that bear directly upon creating and nurturing appropriate conditions for better teaching and learning. Based on the findings of the GMR and the deliberations in the Teachers’ Parliament preceding the HLG, the session will aim at exploring ways and means for improving teachers’ work conditions and enhancing their status, morale and professionalism (cf. Dakar Framework for Action – Strategy 9). It will seek to address the challenge of the shortage of school teachers in developing countries.
· Discussion

· Major points, recommendations and actions (Lead Commentator)
1.00 – 2.45 pm:
Lunch hosted by Government of Brazil: Hotel Nacional
Working Session III:
3.00 – 5.00 pm:
Session III: Accelerating the process towards achieving gender parity in primary and secondary education by 2005: A last call for urgent action.

· Chair: Carol Bellamy, Executive Director, UNICEF
· Lead Commentator:  Carin Jämtin, Minister for Development Cooperation, Sweden (Using a gender-sensitive approach for aid to basic education)

· Panellists:
· George Saitoti, Minister of Education, Kenya (National strategies to accelerate progress in girls’ education: what makes a difference?)
· Masood Ahmed, Director-General, DFID, UK (Investing in girls’ education as a strategy to secure other MDGs and EFA goals)
· Rasheda Choudury, Campaign for Popular Education (CAMPE), Bangladesh (EFA for the “doubly disadvantaged”: Reaching the girls from the poorest and the marginalized groups)
· Kunio Waki, Deputy Executive Director, UNFPA (Strengthening partnership in EFA)
The Session will focus on high-level issues that relate to the goal of eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2005. It will review and take decisions on specific recommendations for action to further assist countries at risk of failing to meet this goal, in line with proposals and recommendations from the “Technical Review and Consultative Meeting on Girls’ Education: Quality and Gender Parity in 2005”, scheduled for 8 November. The session will also make recommendations on inputs by partners to the upcoming MDG Review Summit in 2005, particularly the gender parity/equity goal and for strengthening the global partnership in EFA. This should result in concrete recommendations for improved collaboration and coordination to ensure that all partners are working towards a shared set of goals in a coherent, consistent and constructive manner. 

· Discussion

· Major points, recommendations and actions (Lead Commentator)

Working Session IV: 

5.00 – 6.30 pm:
Resource Mobilization for EFA and aid effectiveness in the context of the Fast-Track Initiative.

· Chair: Antonio Palocci Filho, Finance Minister, Brazil

· Lead Commentator: Jean-Louis Sarbib, Senior Vice President, The World Bank (The challenge of mobilising resources for achieving EFA)
· Panellists:
· Xavier Darcos, Ministre Délégué à la Coopération, au Développement et à la Francophonie, France (Prospects for increasing aid flows to basic education)
· Alcido Eduardo Nguenha, Minister of Education, Mozambique (Domestic Resource Mobilisation)
· Charles Abani, Civil Society Action Committee on EFA (CSACEFA), Action Aid, Nigeria (Debt relief and debt swaps for EFA)
· Frederick Schieck, Deputy-Administrator, USAID* (Mobilizing resources for other EFA goals: ECCE, literacy, life skills, quality)
Despite the recent encouraging upward trend in international aid for basic education, the financial gap to meet the EFA goals by 2015 remains considerable. The Group should critically review the capacities of governments and international organizations to increase their investments and support in order to accelerate progress towards the EFA goals, in light of the FTI experience. Recognizing that increased funding for EFA will only make a difference if it is strategically targeted and efficiently used, the Group should reach agreement on specific actions to promote the mobilization and effective use of domestic resources and improve aid effectiveness, particularly through donor coordination and harmonization. Specific recommendations will be directed to the FTI Partnership meeting. Measures to assist the non-FTI countries in greatest need and/or at serious risk of missing the EFA goals will be discussed. This session will also address issues related to the implications of the FTI for the funding of other EFA goals, namely, ECCE and literacy, and make suggestions on how to expand and improve FTI. Issues of debt relief and/or debt swaps for education will be debated in the light of recent moves in this direction.

· Discussion

· Major points, recommendations and actions (Lead Commentator)

7.00 pm
:
Reception hosted by Director-General of UNESCO: Hotel Nacional
Wednesday, 10 November 2004

Working Session IV (cont’d): 

9.00 – 10.30 am:
Resource Mobilization for EFA and aid effectiveness in the context of Fast-Track Initiative experience.

· Chair: Arthur Zahidi N’Goma, Vice-President, Democratic Republic of Congo
· Lead Commentator: Ric Cameron, Senior Vice President, CIDA, Canada (Measuring donor effectiveness: Donor indicative Framework)

· Panellists: 

· Hans Peter Schipulle, Deputy Director General "Global and Sectoral Issues", Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development Germany (Donor coordination and harmonization)

· Silvio de Franco Montolvan, Minister of Education, Culture and Sports, Nicaragua (Aligning aid to national policies and plans)

· Managing Director, World Economic Forum (Public-private collaboration for resourcing EFA)

· Discussion 

· Major points, recommendations and actions (Lead Commentator)

Working Session V: 

10.30 am – 1.00 pm:
The Way Ahead.

10.30 – 11.30
: Agreement on the way forward



Chairperson: Aïcha Bah-Diallo, Assistant Director-General for 

Education, a.i., UNESCO

12.30 – 12.45:
  Adoption of the Communiqué

Chairperson: Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO

12.45 – 1.00:
  Concluding remarks



Chairperson: Tarso Genro, Minister of Education, Brazil

The Session aims at reaching agreement on critical next steps for implementation by the different partners before the next meeting of the High-Level Group. These would be reflected in the Communiqué. Agreement should also be reached on a joint approach to follow up the recommendations of the Group at international, regional and national levels.

1.00 – 1.30 pm:
:
Media Briefing

1.30 – 3.00 pm:
Lunch hosted by Director-General of UNESCO: Hotel Nacional
7.00 pm
:
Reception hosted by Government of Brazil
Notes:

· The meeting will be co-chaired by the Director-General of UNESCO and the Minister of Education, Government of Brazil.
· The Opening Ceremony at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the evening of 8 November will be public.

· Business Sessions of HLG at Hotel Nacional on 9-10 November are strictly restricted to participants. No observers are allowed.

· Each of the working sessions will be introduced by the Chair of the session who will outline in 5 minutes the most critical issues for discussion. The role of the lead commentator will be to lead the session towards specific recommendations for actions. He/she will highlight major points, recommendations and actions in 7 minutes at the end of each session. The summaries will form the basis for reaching consensus on the way forward in Working Session V.
· Tea/Coffee will be available to participants, but there will be no breaks.

· A drafting group (‘sherpas’) will prepare the HLG Communiqué before and during the HLG meeting. The meetings are scheduled for 8 November at 2.30 – 4.00 pm, end of Session IV on Tuesday and over breakfast on Wednesday.

· A meeting of the Fast-Track Initiative Partners Group, convened by World Bank and UNESCO, will be held on 10-11 November 2004.

· The venue will be in rooms in Hotel Nacional   Postal Address:  SHS Qadra 01 – Bloco A

Tel:+ 55 61 321 75 75  Fax:
+ 55 61 226 99 35  E-mail:hotelnacional@hotelnacional.com.br Website: www.hotelnacional.com.br    (Address: Sector Hoteleiro Sul-Quadra Ol-Bloco A, Distrito Federal Brasilia)

Contact Person: Ms Claudia Carvalho Buena Soares, Education Specialist International Affairs, Ministry of Education, Brasilia. Tel:  + 55 61 210 49527; Fax: + 55 61 210 49229; E-mail: claudiasoares@mec.gov.br
· Participants may register at the Meeting Registration and Information at Hotel Nacional on Saturday and Sunday, 6 and 7 

November 2004, between 9.00 am and 5. pm, or on Monday, 8 November between 9.00 am and 3.00 pm.

� See Notes on page 6 for detailed information on Nacional Hotel, contact person and registration.


*  Subject to confirmation.


*  Subject to confirmation


* Subject to confirmation.


� The meeting will break to allow finalization of the text of the Communiqué. 





PAGE  
1

