
Britain Seeks
I n t e rnational Support

for Education
R e fo r m s

D a k a r, Senegal - Britain has
called on gove rnments attending
the World Education Forum in
Dakar to demand that the intern a-
tional community financially back
countries committed to unive r s a l
primary education. 

Britain said that it is vital that
the Framework of Action to be
adopted Friday at the end of the
Forum sends a clear signal that the
i n t e rnational community will back
meaningful  re form and that fun-
ding agencies allocate signifi c a n t
additional re s o u rces to support pri-
mary and basic education, where
g ove rnments are committed to the
o b j e c t ive .

Global education funding
today stands at about 120-130 bil-
lion U.S dollars and is mostly prov i-
ded by gove rnments themselve s
who contribute about 74 percent of
the total budget, while donors
c o n t r i bute a mere three perc e n t
with the private sector and commu-
nity putting in the remaining 23
p e rc e n t .

B r i t a i n ’s Secretary of State
for International Deve l o p m e n t ,
C l a re Short who addressed the
forum Thursday assured her
g ove rn m e n t ’s further support to
basic education, particularly in the
p o o rest countries in Sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia, the re g i o n s
with the worst education indicators.

Short said while all deve l o p-
ment re s o u rces from the Wo r l d
Bank and the IMF should be alloca-
ted in support of a nationally-
a g reed and nationally-led pove r t y
reduction strategy with basic edu-
cation being a key component of
these strategies, funding agencies at
the same time should not support a
multitude of isolated education pro-
jects which crumble when extern a l
funding comes to an end, but must
work with gove rnments to help
them deliver high quality education
for all.

She noted that the biggest bar-
rier to education is poverty itself
and that many education systems
impose costs of access, school fees
and the re q u i rement for school uni-
forms which are a further barrier
to education for the poorest. Short
said there is need to address the
i m p rovement of educational oppor-
tunities of the poor to reduce the
d i rect and indirect costs that make
education pro h i b i t ively expensive
for them.

Speaking at the same meeting,
UNICEF Executive Dire c t o r, Caro l
Bellamy called on donor countries
to accelerate the process of debt fo r-
g iveness saying that  debt should be
fo rg iven immediately for countries
that have a viable Education for A l l
plan that can replace a pove r t y
reduction strategy plans.

Bellamy said education for all
would remain a dream until the
deep issue of poverty that ke e p s
c h i l d ren out of school and often
m a kes child labour necessary is
a d d re s s e d .

“ Unless the 250 million chil-
d ren presently caught up in child
labour are provided with meaning-
ful and affordable educational
opportunities of quality equiva l e n t
to that provided their fo r t u n a t e
peers, we are wasting strategic
human re s o u rces and perp e t u a t i n g
p overty in the next generation, ”
Bellamy said.

She said it is a global scandal
that the vast majority of the more
than 110 million school-age chil-
d ren out of school are girls.

Civil society

Making Education
A Community A f f a i r

Debt relief can certainly not

finance all the educational pro j e c t s

in poor countries, but it can make a

major contribution, if re s o u rc e s

d e r ived from debt conversion  are

used to fund education and literacy.

This is the position that emer-

ged at the end of  a workshop on,

Using Debt Relief for Education,

o rganised at the ongoing Wo r l d

Education Forum in Dakar

T h u r s d a y. 

“ Poor countries never benefi t

f rom the re s o u rces generated by the

debt” and, according to Ms. Eve l i n e

H e r f kens, Netherlands

D evelopment Co-operation minis-

t e r, “financial constraints are obs-

tacles to the growth and deve l o p-

ment of Education in those coun-

tries”.  As a result, she added, “the

recent decision to reduce debts and

transfer the payments to bu d g e t s

used to fund social projects is a vic-

t o r y ” .

Ms. Herfkens also indicated

that education and literacy should

be accorded priority.

According to the other partici-

pants, globally one percent of  total

bilateral aid and five percent of

World Bank are spent on educa-

tion.  “Of these amounts, only 12%

goes to basic levels and less than a

third benefits education in the

countries with the lowest enro l m e n t

rates”.  

Worse yet, “World Bank loans

for education in sub-Saharan A f r i c a

only re p resented 13% of education

spending over the last three ye a r s ” .

the Director of the Human

D evelopment Bureau of the Wo r l d

Bank, Eduardo Doryan, pointed

out that the most important thing is

to “make wise use of regularly allo-

cated re s o u rces, because with mini-

mal means some countries have

a c h i eved a 100% enrolment rate”.  

He also noted that growth and

education go together, adding that

most of the 33 poor countries iden-

t i fied for debt relief were A f r i c a n .

The participants said that

g ove rnments around the world hold

the keys to new development oppor-

tunities, adding, “but what we need

n ow is a different education that

excludes no one.”

Education has to be a communi-
ty affair a  focus for development.
This is one of the novel  ideas that
e m e rged at the World Education
Forum which winds up in Dakar
Friday.

Discussants in a workshop on
‘Education and Social Va l u e s ’
agreed that countries should take
institutional steps to change the
content of education.  That means
introducing values such as democra-
cy, tolerance, peace and not just edu-
cation designed to meet the needs of
the markets. 

The problem of the use of infor-
mation and communication techno-
logies in basic education, evaluating
learning, meeting special education
needs and the need for teachers to
live comfortably were at the heart of
the debate in other workshops.

Proper use of information and
communication technologies can
make basic education available to
anyone, anywhere, anytime, the
workshop concluded. While new
technologies are not a panacea, par-
ticipants wondered whether it was
possible to achieve education for all
without them.  The panellists also
wondered what technologies were
appropriate, and seemed to lean
towards all the newest technologies
such as the Internet.

The workshop on evaluating
learning stressed the positive and

negative influence
of the family and
social environ-
ment on scholastic
p e r f o r m a n c e s .
Even teachers fall
victim to the
social environ-
ment in underde-
veloped countries
that do not promo-
te good wages and
devalue the status
of educators in
society.

C o u n t r i e s
need to integrate
students with spe-
cial needs into the educational sys-
tem. Total integration is desired by
all, but the path to achieving it is nei-
ther direct, nor clear, nor easy.

A survey conducted by UNES-
CO in 1985 concluded that countries
where teachers promote teaching all
children in ordinary classrooms,
were forced to do so by the law.

A Victory for
Poor Countries

Debt Relief for Education

Education Forum 26 - 28 April 2000                 


