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C H A P T E R  2

(see Statistical Table 2A). Despite the overall

positive trend, very low adult literacy rates, below

50%, still characterize several countries, including

Mali, Burkina Faso, Chad, Afghanistan, the Niger,

Guinea, Benin, Sierra Leone, Ethiopia,

Mozambique, Senegal, Bangladesh, Central

African Republic, Nepal, Côte d’Ivoire and

Pakistan (Map 2.4).27

Clearly, improving global trends in adult literacy

will depend on continuing reductions in illiteracy

in these countries and, most importantly, on

reducing the number of adult illiterates in some

of the most populous developing countries.

More than three-quarters of the world’s

774 million adult illiterates live in only fifteen

countries, including eight high population

countries: Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, India,

Indonesia, Nigeria and Pakistan. India alone has

nearly 35% of the world total. In most of these

fifteen countries, adult literacy rates have

improved compared with the 1985-1994 period,

although continuing population growth translates

into increases in absolute numbers of illiterates

in countries including Bangladesh, Ethiopia and

Morocco (see annex, Statistical Table 2A).
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Map 2.4: Adult literacy rates and number of illiterates,1 1995—20042
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1. Age 15 or older.
2. Data are for the most recent year available during the period specified. 
See introduction to statistical tables in annex for broader explanations 
of national literacy definitions, assessment methods, sources and years of data.
Source: Annex, Statistical Table 2A.

27. In order of adult
literacy rate, from lowest
(Mali, 19.0%) to highest
(Pakistan, 49.9%).

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UNESCO.

Based on United Nations map.


