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I n t ro d u c t i o n

The prep a ration of regional conventions on the re c ognition of studies and
diplomas in higher education including the present one, has been undert a ke n
by Unesco as part of a vast campaign designated to orga n i ze the co-operat i o n
of States in this fi e l d. These instruments are intended to provide assessment
c ri t e ri a , units of measure m e n t , methods and techniques wh e reby; the qualifi -
c ations acquired can be eva l u at e d. Each convention institutes an intergove rn -
mental committee composed of rep re s e n t at ives of the Contracting Stat e s
wh i ch is re s p o n s i ble for promoting and extending ap p l i c ation of the texts and
for re c e iving and examining periodic rep o rts from States on progress to dat e
and difficulties met with in ap p lying the conve n t i o n s .

The Convention came into fo rce on 6 March 1978.

1. Adopted at Nice on 17 December 1976 by an Intern ational Confe rence of Stat e s , c o n c e rned by
U n e s c o .

I.A.3. Intro .
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The A rab and European States bord e ring on the Mediterra n e a n , Pa rties to this
C o nve n t i o n s
D e s i ring to s t rengthen the cultural bonds wh i ch history and ge ograp h i c a l

p roximity have established between them since the most ancient times
and to pursue a policy of joint action in the sphere of educat i o n , s c i e n t i-
fic training and cultural activ i t i e s , t h e reby contri buting to the stre n g t h e-
ning of their co-o p e ration in all its aspects in the interests of the
we l l-being and lasting pro s p e rity of their peoples.

C o nvinced t h at these goals would be more easily attained if the right of the
i n h abitants of each of the Contracting States to have free access to the
e d u c ational re s o u rces of the other Contracting States and, in part i c u l a r,
to continue their education in higher educational institutions in those
other States we re re c og n i ze d,

C o n s i d e ring t h at the re c ognition by all the Contracting States of studies,
c e rt i fi c at e s , diplomas and degrees obtained in  any one of them is calcu-
l ated to develop the mobility of persons and the ex ch a n ge of ideas, k n ow-
l e d ge and ex p e rience in science and tech n o l ogy,

Noting t h at this re c ognition constitutes one of the conditions necessary fo r :
1. e n abling the means of education existing in their terri t o ries to be

used as effe c t ive ly as possible for the common go o d ;
2. e n s u ring that teach e rs , s t u d e n t s , re s e a rch wo rke rs and pro fe s s i o n a l

wo rke rs have gre ater mobility;
3. a l l ev i ating the difficulties encountered on their re t u rn home by per-

sons who have been trained ab ro a d,
D e s i ring to e n s u re that studies, c e rt i fi c at e s , diplomas and degrees are re c o-

g n i zed as widely as possibl e, taking into account the principles of the pro -
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p romotion of life-long educat i o n , the democratizalion of educat i o n , a n d
the adoption and ap p l i c ation of an education policy allowing for stru c t u-
ra l , e c o n o m i c, t e ch n o l ogical and social ch a n ges and suited to the cultura l
c o n t ext of each country,

D e t e rmined to sanction and orga n i ze their future collab o ration in these mat-
t e rs by means of a Conve n t i o n , wh i ch will be the starting point for concer-
ted dynamic action taken in particular by means of nat i o n a l , b i l at e ral and
mu l t i l at e ral mach i n e ry set up for the purp o s e,

Mindful t h at the ultimate objective set by the General Confe rence of the
United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and Cultural Orga n i z a tion consists
in 'prep a r ing an intern ational convention on the re c ognition and the va l i -
dity of degre e s , diplomas and cert i fi c ates issued by establishments of
higher learning and re s e a rch in all countri e s ’ ,

H ave agreed as fo l l ow s :

I. Defi n i t i o n s

A rt i cle 1

1 . For the purposes of this Convention the 're c ognition' of a fo reign cert i fi-
c at e. diploma or degree of higher education means its acceptance by the com-
petent authorities of a Contracting State and the granting to the holder of the
rights enjoyed by persons possessing a national cert i fi c at e. diploma or degre e
with wh i ch the fo reign one is assimilat e d. Such rights extend to either the pur-
suit of studies, or the practice of a pro fession. or both, a c c o rding to the ap p l i-
c ability of the re c og n i t i o n .
(a) R e c ognition of a cert i fi c at e, diploma or degree with a view to undert a k i n g

or pursuing studies at the higher level shall entitle the holder to enter the
higher educational and re s e a rch institutions of any Contracting Stat e
under the same conditions as rega rds studies as those ap p lying to holders
of a similar cert i fi c at e, diploma or degree issued in the Contracting Stat e
c o n c e rn e d.

(b) R e c ognition of a fo reign cert i fi c at e, diploma or degree with a view to the
p ractice of a pro fession is the re c ognition of the holder's technical cap a-
c i t y, re q u i red for the practice of the pro fession concern e d. Such re c og n i-
tion does not exempt the holder of the fo reign cert i fi c at e, diploma or
d egree from complying with any conditions other than those re l ating to
t e chnical capacity for the practice of the pro fession concerned wh i ch may
be laid down by the competent gove rnmental or pro fessional authori t i e s .

2. For the purposes of this Conve n t i o n :
(a) ' s e c o n d a ry education' means that stage of studies of any kind wh i ch fo l-

l ows pri m a ry or e lementary and prep a rat o ry education and the aims of
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wh i ch may include prep a ring pupils for admission to higher educat i o n ;
(b) 'h igher  education' means all types of education and re s e a rch at

p o s t-s e c o n d a ry level open in the diffe rent States and according to the
conditions laid down by them to all persons who are pro p e rly qualifi e d,
either because they have obtained a secondary school leaving diploma or
c e rt i fi c ate or because they have re c e ived ap p ro p ri ate training or acquire d
ap p ro p ri ate know l e d ge. 

3. For the purposes of this Conve n t i o n , ' p a rtial studies' means any educat i o n
of wh i ch the duration or the content is partial by comparison with the norm s
p revailing in the institution in wh i ch it was acquire d. Recognition of part i a l
studies  pursued in an institution situated in the terri t o ry of another
C o n t racting State and re c og n i zed by that State may be granted in accord a n c e
with the educational level re a ched by the student by re fe rence to the cri t e ri a
used by the training bodies in the re c e iving Stat e.

II. A i m s

A rt i cle 2

1. The Contracting States solemnly decl a re their fi rm re s o l ve to co-o p e rat e
cl o s e ly with a view to:
(a) e n abling the educational and re s e a rch re s o u rces ava i l able to them to be

used as effe c t ive ly as possible in the interests of all the Contra c t i n g
S t at e s , a n d, for this purp o s e :
(i) to make their higher educational institutions as widely accessible as

p o s s i ble to students or re s e a rch e rs from any of the Contra c t i n g
S t at e s ;

(ii) to re c og n i ze the studies, c e rt i fi c at e s , diplomas and degrees of such
p e rs o n s ;

(iii) to harm o n i ze the entrance re q u i rements of the educational institu-
tions of each country ;

( iv) to adopt term i n o l ogy and eva l u ation cri t e ria wh i ch would fa c i l i t at e
the ap p l i c ation of a system wh i ch will ensure the comparability of
c re d i t s , subjects of study and cert i fi c at e s , diplomas and degre e s ;

(v) to adopt a dynamic ap p ro a ch in mat t e rs of admission to furt h e r
s t ages of study, b e a ring in mind not only know l e d ge acquire d, a s
attested by cert i fi c at e s , diplomas and degre e s , but also the indiv i-
dual's ex p e rience and ach i eve m e n t s , so far as these may be deemed
a c c ep t able by competent authori t i e s ;

(vi) to adopt fl ex i ble cri t e ria for the eva l u ation of partial studies, b a s e d
on the educational level re a ched and on the content of the cours e s
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t a ke n , b e a ring in mind the interd i s c i p l i n a ry ch a racter of know l e d ge
at unive rsity leve l ;

(vii) to improve the system for the ex ch a n ge of info rm ation rega rding the
re c ognition of studies, c e rt i fi c at e s , diplomas and degre e s ;

(b) c o n s t a n t ly improving curricula in the Contracting States and methods of
planning and promoting higher educat i o n , taking into account the re q u i re-
ments for economic, social and cultural deve l o p m e n t , the policies of each
c o u n t ry and the objectives that are set out in the re c o m m e n d ations made
by the competent organs of the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and
C u l t u ral Orga n i z ation concerning the continuous improvement of the qua-
lity of education. the promotion of life-long education and the democrat i-
z ation of educat i o n ;

(c) p romoting regional and wo rl d-wide co-o p e ration in the matter of the re c o-
gnition of studies and academic qualifi c at i o n s .

2. The Contracting States agree to take all necessary steps at the nat i o n a l .
b i l at e ral and mu l t i l at e ral leve l s , in particular by means of bilat e ral. sub-regi o-
nal. regional or other agreements. agreements between unive rsities or other
higher educational institutions and arra n gements with the competent nat i o n a l
or intern ational orga n i z ations and other bodies. with a  view to the progre s s i-
ve attainment of the goals defined in the present art i cl e.

III. Undertakings for immediate ap p l i c at i o n

A rt i cle 3

1. For the purposes of the continu ation of studies and immediate admission
to the subsequent stages of tra ining in higher educational institutions situat e d
in their re s p e c t ive terri t o ri e s , the Contracting States re c og n i ze, under the
same conditions as those ap p lying to their own nat i o n a l s , s e c o n d a ry sch o o l
l e aving cert i fi c ates issued in the other Contracting Stat e s , the possession of
wh i ch qualifies the holders for admission to the subsequent stages of tra i n i n g
in higher educat ional  insti tut ions situated in  the terri t o r ies of  those
C o n t racting Stat e s .

2. Admission to a  given higher educational institution may, h oweve r, b e
d ependent on the ava i l ability of places and also on the conditions concern i n g
linguistic know l e d ge re q u i red or accepted by the educational bodies of the
C o n t racting States in order to undert a ke the studies in question.
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A rt i cle 4

1. The Contracting States agree to take all necessary steps at the nat i o n a l
l evel with a view to:
(a) re c og n i z i n g, for the purpose of the immediate pursuit of studies and

admission to the subsequent stages of training in higher educational ins-
titutions situated in their re s p e c t ive terri t o ries and under the conditions
ap p l i c able to nat i o n a l s , academic qualifi c ations obtained in a higher edu-
c ational institution situated in the terri t o ry of another Contracting Stat e
and re c og n i zed by it, denoting that a full course of studies at the higher
l evel has been completed to the sat i s faction of the competent authori t i e s ;

(b) d e fi n i n g. so far as possibl e. the pro c e d u re ap p l i c able to the re c og n i t i o n .
for the purpose of the pursuit of studies. of periods of study spent in
higher educational institutions situated in the other Contracting Stat e s .

2. The provisions of A rt i c le 3. paragraph 2. ab ove shall ap p ly to the cases
c ove red by this A rt i cl e.

A rt i cle 5

The Contracting States agree to take the necessary steps to ensure that cert i-
fi c at e s , diplomas or degrees issued by the competent authorities of the other
C o n t racting States are effe c t ive ly re c og n i zed so far as possible for the purp o-
se of practising a  pro fession within the meaning of A rt i cle 1, p a ragraph l(b).

A rt i cle 6

1. C o n s i d e r ing that re c ognition re fe rs to the studies fo l l owed and the cer-
t i fi c at e s , diplomas or degrees obtained in the re c og n i zed institutions of a
given Contracting Stat e, a ny person. of wh at ever nationality or political or
l egal s tat u s , who has  fo l l owed such s tudies and obtained such cert i fi c at e s ,
diplomas or degrees shall be entitled to benefit f rom the provisions of
A rt i cles 3. 4 and 5.

2. A ny national of a Contracting State who has obtained in the terri t o ry of a
n o n-C o n t racting State one or more cert i fi c at e s , diplomas or degrees similar to
those defined in A rt i cles 3, 4 and 5 may avail himself of those prov i s i o n s
wh i ch are ap p l i c abl e, on condition that his cert i fi c at e s , diplomas or degre e s
h ave been re c og n i zed in his home country and in the country in wh i ch he
wishes to continue his studies, without prejudice to the provisions of A rt i cl e
20 of this Conve n t i o n .
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I V. Mach i n e ry for implementat i o n

A rt i cle 7

The Contracting States shall endeavour to atta in the goals defined in A rt i cle 2
and shall ensure that the agreements set fo rth in A rt i cle 3, 4 and 5 ab ove are
put into effect by means of:
(a) n ational bodies; 
(b) the Intergove rnmental Committee defined in A rt i cle 9; 
(c) b i l at e ral or sub-regional bodies.

A rt i cle 8

1. The Contracting States re c og n i ze that the attainment of the goals and the
execution of the agreements defined in this Convention will re q u i re, at the
n ational leve l , close co-o p e ration and co-o rd i n ation of the effo rts of a  gre at
va riety of national authori t i e s , whether gove rnmental or non-gove rn m e n t a l ,
p a rt i c u l a rly unive rsities and other educational institutions. Th ey there fo re
agree to entrust the study of the pro blems invo l ved in the ap p l i c ation of this
C o nvention to ap p ro p ri ate national bodies, with wh i ch all the sectors concer-
ned will be associated and wh i ch will be empowe red to propose ap p ro p ri at e
solutions. The Contracting States will furt h e rm o re take all the administrat ive
m e a s u res re q u i red to speed up the effe c t ive functioning of these nat i o n a l
b o d i e s .

2. E ve ry national body shall have at its disposal the necessary means to
e n able it either to collect, p rocess and file all info rm ation of use to it in its
a c t ivities re l ating to studies, diplomas and degrees ,n higher educat i o n , or to
obtain the info rm ation it re q u i res in this connexion at short notice from a
s ep a rate national documentation centre.

A rt i cle 9

1. An Intergove rnmental Committee composed of ex p e rts mandated by the
C o n t racting States is hereby set up and its secre t a ri at entrusted to the
D i re c t o r-G e n e ral of the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and Cultura l
O rga n i z at i o n .

2. The function of the Intergove rnmental Committee shall be to promote the
ap p l i c ation of this Convention. It shall re c e ive and examine the peri o d i c
rep o rts wh i ch the Contracting States shall commu n i c ate to it on the progre s s
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made and the obstacles encountered by them in the ap p l i c ation of the
C o nvention and also the studies carried out by its secre t a ri at on the said
C o nvention. The Contracting States undert a ke to submit to the Committee
their rep o rts at least once eve ry two ye a rs .

3. The Intergove rnmental Committee shall, wh e re ap p ro p ri at e, a dd ress to
the Contracting States re c o m m e n d ations of a ge n e ra l or individual ch a ra c t e r
c o n c e rning the ap p l i c ation of this Conve n t i o n .

4. The secre t a ri at of the Intergove rnmental Committee shall help nat i o n a l
bodies to obtain the info rm ation needed by them in their activ i t i e s .

A rt i cle 10

The Intergove rnmental Committee shall elect its Chairman and adopt its Rules
of Pro c e d u re . It shall meet in ord i n a ry session eve ry two ye a rs. Th e
Committee  shall meet for the fi rst time three months after the sixth instru m e n t
of rat i fi c ation or accession has been dep o s i t e d.

A rt i cle 11

The Contracting States may entrust existing bilat e ral or sub-regional bodies
or bodies set up for the purpose with the task of studying the pro blems invo l-
ved at the bilat e ral or regional levels in the ap p l i c ation of this Convention and
c o n t ri buting to their solution.

V. Documentat i o n

A rt i cle 12

l. The Contracting States shall peri o d i c a l ly engage in wide ex ch a n ges of
i n fo rm ation and documentation pertaining to studies, c e rt i fi c at e s , d i p l o m a s
and degrees in higher educat i o n .

2. Th ey shall endeavour to promote the development of methods and mach i-
n e ry for collecting, p ro c e s s i n g, classifying and disseminating all the necessa-
ry info rm ation pertaining to the re c ognition of studies, c e rt i fi c at e s , d i p l o m a s
and degrees in higher educat i o n , taking into account existing methods and
m a ch i n e ry as well as info rm ation collected by national. regional and intern a-
tional bodies, i n cluding Unesco.
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VI. Co-o p e ration with intern ational 
o rga n i z at i o n s

A rt i cle 13

The Intergove rnmental Committee shall make all the ap p ro p ri ate arra n ge-
ments for associating the competent intern ational orga n i z at i o n s , both gove rn-
mental and non-gove rn m e n t a l , with its effo rts to en sure that this Conve n t i o n
is applied as fully as possibl e.

VII. Institutions of higher education 
under the authority of a Contracting State 
but situated outside its terri t o ry

A rt i cle 14

The provisions of this Convention ap p ly to studies pursued at and to cert i fi-
c ates. diplomas and degrees obtained from any institution of higher educat i o n
under the authority of a Contracting Stat e. even when this institution is situa-
ted outside its terri t o ry.

VIII. Rat i fi c at i o n , accession and entry 
into fo rc e

A rt i cle 15

This Convention shall be open to the signat u re and rat i fi c ation of the A rab
and European States bord e ring on the Mediterranean wh i ch have been inv i t e d
to part i c i p ate in the diplomatic Confe rence entrusted with drafting it.

A rt i cle 16

1. Other States wh i ch are members of the United Nat i o n s , of one of the
S p e c i a l i zed A gencies or of the Intern ational Atomic Energy A ge n cy or wh i ch
a re parties to the Statute of the Intern ational Court of Justice may be authori-
zed to accede to this Conve n t i o n .

2. A ny request to this effect shall be commu n i c ated to the Dire c t o r-G e n e ra l
of the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and Cultural Orga n i z ation wh o
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shall transmit it to the Contracting States at least three months befo re the
meeting of the Inter-G ove rnmental Committee

3. The Committee shall meet as an Ad Hoc Committee for the purpose of
c o n s i d e ring such a request. Its members must have an ex p ress mandate to that
e ffect from their Gove rnments. In such cases, the decision of the Committee
shall re q u i re a two-t h i rds majority of the Contracting Stat e s .

4. This pro c e d u re shall ap p ly only when a majority of the States re fe rred to
in A rt i cle 15 has rat i fied the Conve n t i o n .

A rt i cle 17

R at i fi c ation of this Convention or accession to at shall be effected by dep o s i-
ting an instrument of rat i fi c ation or accession with the Dire c t o r-G e n e ral of
the United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural Orga n i z at i o n .

A rt i cle 18

This Convention shall enter into fo rce one month after the second instru m e n t
of rat i fi c ation has been dep o s i t e d. but solely with respect to the States wh i ch
h ave deposited their instruments of rat i fi c ation. It shall enter into fo rce fo r
e a ch other State one month after that State has deposited its instrument of
rat i fi c ation or accession.

A rt i cle 19

l. The Contracting States shall have the right to denounce this Conve n t i o n .

2. The denu n c i ation shall be signified by an instrument in writing dep o s i t e d
with the Dire c t o r-G e n e ral of the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and
C u l t u ral Orga n i z at i o n .

3. The denu n c i ation shall take effect twe l ve months after the instrument of
d e nu n c i ation has been re c e ive d. Howeve r, p e rsons having benefited from the
p rovisions of this Convention who may be pursuing studies in the terri t o ry of
the State denouncing the Convention will be able  to complete the course of
studies they have beg u n .

A rt i cle 20

This Convention shall not affect in any way the tre aties and conve n t i o n s
a l re a dy in fo rce between the Contracting States or the national legi s l at i o n
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adopted by them in so far as such tre at i e s , c o nventions and legi s l ation offe r
gre ater adva n t ages than those provided for in the Conve n t i o n .

A rt i cle 21

The Dire c t o r-G e n e ral of the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and
C u l t u ral Orga n i z ation shall info rm the Contracting States and the other Stat e s
mentioned in A rt i cles 15 and 16 and also the United Nations of the deposit of
all the instruments of rat i fi c ation or accession re fe rred to in A rt i cle 17 as we l l
as of the denu n c i ations provided for in  A rt i cle 19.

A rt i cle 22

In confo rmity with A rt i cle 102 of the United Nations Chart e r, this Conve n t i o n
shall be regi s t e red with the Secre t a ri at of the United Nations at the request of
the Dire c t o r-G e n e ral of the United Nations Educational. Scientific  and
C u l t u ral Orga n i z at i o n .

IN FAITH W H E R E O F the undersigned rep re s e n t at ive s , being duly authori zed the-
re t o , h ave signed this Conve n t i o n .

Done at Nice, this seventeenth day of December 1976, in the A rab i c, E n g l i s h ,
Fre n ch and Spanish languages. the four texts being equally authori t at ive, in a
single copy wh i ch shall be deposited in the arch ives of the United Nat i o n s
E d u c ational. Scientific and Cultural Orga n i z ation. A cert i fied copy shall be
sent to all the States re fe rred to in A rt i cles 15 and 16 and to the United
N at i o n s .
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