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I n t ro d u c t i o n

The prep a ration of regional conventions on the re c ognition of studies and
diplomas in higher education including the present one, has been undert a ke n
by Unesco as part of a vast campaign designated to orga n i ze the co-operat i o n
of States in this fi e l d. These instruments are intended to provide assessment
c ri t e ri a , units of measure m e n t , methods and techniques wh e reby the qualifi -
c ations acquired can be eva l u ated Each convention institutes an intergove rn -
mental committee composed of rep re s e n t at ives of the Contracting Stat e s
wh i ch is re s p o n s i ble for promoting and extending ap p l i c ation of the texts and
for re c e iving and examining periodic rep o rts from States on progress to dat e
and difficulties met with in ap p lying the conve n t i o n s .

The Convention has not yet come into fo rc e.

1. Adopted at Pa r is on 22 December 1978 by an intern ational Confe rence of Stat e s , c o nvened by
U n e s c o .

I.A.4. Intro .



R e c ognition of studies in the A rab Stat e s

P re a m bl e

The A rab Slat e s , Pa rties to the present Conve n t i o n .
C o n s i d e ri n g the common heri t age and the close commu n i t y, intellectual and

c u l t u ral ties wh i ch bind them toge t h e r, and desirous of giving cl e a re r,
c o n c rete ex p ression to the intellectual and cultural co-o p e ration enshri-
ned in the A rab Cultural Tre aty of 21 Dhoul Hydgah 1364 (27 Nove m b e r
1945) and the Pact of A rab Cultural Unity of 16 Chawal 1383 (29 Feb ru-
a ry 1964), and the re l evant bilat e ral and mu l t i l at e ral agre e m e n t s .

D e s i ro u s of promoting education and scientific re s e a rch , s t rengthening their
c o-o p e ration in those areas and making good use of human re s o u rc e s ,
with the aim of ach i eving economic, social and cultural development and
m a x i mum integration of the area and of pre s e rving their cultural identity,

C o nv i n c e d of the necessity of ensuring the re c ognition of studies, d i p l o m a s
and degrees in higher education with a view to fa c i l i t ating the mobility of
s t u d e n t s , m e m b e rs of the teaching pro fe s s i o n , and other specialists and
re s e a rch wo rke rs within the regi o n , and being awa re  of the need to de-
velop educat i o n , to promote access thereto and improve its quality and to
p romote lifelong educat i o n ,

C o nv i n c e d t h at , on account of the dive rsity and complexity of programmes of
s t u dy, it is desirable that the re c ognition of stages of training completed
should take into account not only the diplomas and degrees obtained bu t
also the courses of studies fo l l owed and the know l e d ge and ex p e ri e n c e
a c q u i re d,

R e s o l ve d to orga n i ze their co-o p e ration and strengthen it in respect of re c o-
gnition of studies, diplomas and degrees of higher education by means of
a convention wh i ch would be the starting point for concert e d, dy n a m i c
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action carried out, in part i c u l a r, t h rough nat i o n a l , b i l at e ra l , s u b regi o n a l
and regional bodies set up for that purp o s e,

E x p ressing the hope t h at this Convention will be a step towa rds more wide-
ra n ging action leading to an intern ational convention between all the
Member States of the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and Cultura l
O rga n i z at i o n ,

H ave agreed as fo l l ow s :

I . D e fi n i t i o n s

A rt i cle 1

1. For the purpose of the present Convention the 're c ognition' of a cert i fi-
c at e, q u a l i fi c at i o n , diploma or degree of higher education obtained in one of
the Contracting States means its acceptance by the competent authorities of
another Contracting State and the granting to the holder of the rights enjoye d
by persons possessing a cert i fi c at e, q u a l i fi c at i o n , diploma or degree issued by
t h at State with wh i ch the cert i fi c at e, q u a l i fi c at i o n , diploma or degree obtained
in the fi rst Contracting State is comparabl e. Such rights extend to either the
p u rsuit of studies, or the practice of a pro fe s s i o n , or both, a c c o rding to the
ap p l i c ability of the re c og n i t i o n .
(a) R e c ognition by a Contracting State of a cert i fi c at e, q u a l i fi c at i o n , d i p l o-

ma or degree awa rded by another Contracting State with a view to
u n d e rtaking or pursuing studies at the higher level shall entitle the holder
to enter the higher educational and re s e a rch institutions of any other
C o n t racting State under the same conditions as those ap p lying to holders
of a similar cert i fi c at e, q u a l i fi c at i o n , diploma or degree issued in the
C o n t racting State concern e d. Such re c ognition does not exempt the hol-
der of the cert i fi c at e, q u a l i fi c at i o n , diploma or degree from comply i n g
with the other conditions laid down by the law or with the reg u l at i o n ;
gove rning admission to higher educational institutions.

(b) A Contracting State  wh i ch re c og n i zes  a cert i fi c at e, q u a l i fi c at i o n ,
diploma or degree enabling the holder to practise a pro fession thereby
re c og n i zes  the holder's technical  abi lity and confe rs on him rights  and
o bl i gations identical to those wh i ch he would have if  he obtained such
a cer t i fi c at e , q u a l i fi c at i o n , diploma or degree dire c t ly in that  Stat e
with a view to the practice of the same pro fession.  Such re c og n i t i o n
does not exempt the holder  of  the cert i fi c at e, q u a l i fi c at i o n , d i p l o m a
Dr degree from complying with the other conditions laid down by the
l aw in fo rce in each State  or conditions for the practice of the pro fe s-
s ion concerned wh i ch may be la id down by the competent  gove rn m e n-
ta l or pro fessional authori t i e s .
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2. For the purposes of the present Conve n t i o n :
(a) ' s e c o n d a ry education' means that stage of studies of any kind wh i ch fo l-

l ows pri m a ry, e l e m e n t a ry, p rep a rat o ry or interm e d i ate education and the
aims of wh i ch may include prep a ring pupils for higher educat i o n ;

(b) 'higher education' means all types of education and re s e a rch at post secon-
d a ry level. Such education is open to all persons who have obtained a
diploma or cert i fi c ate attesting that they have successfully completed their
e d u c ation at the secondary level or at an equivalent level in accord a n c e
with the conditions laid down for that purpose by the State concern e d.

3. For the purpose of the present Conve n t i o n , ' p a rtial studies' means any
e d u c ation of wh i ch the duration or the content is partial by comparison with
the norms prevailing in the institution in wh i ch it was acquire d. Recog n i t i o n
by a Contracting State of partial studies pursued in an institution situated in
the terri t o ry of another Contracting State and re c og n i zed by that State may be
granted in accordance with the educational level re a ched by the student in the
opinion of the State granting re c og n i t i o n .

I I . A i m s

A rt i cle 2

1. The Contracting States solemnly decl a re their fi rm re s o l ve to co-operat e
cl o s e ly with a view to:
(a) e n abling the educational re s o u rces ava i l able to them to be used as

e ffe c t ive ly as possible in the interests of all the Contracting Stat e s , a n d,
for this purp o s e :
(i) to adopt term i n o l ogy and eva l u ation cri t e ria as similar as possibl e,

e s p e c i a l ly as rega rds the harm o n i z ation of the names of diplomas
and degrees and of stages of study, in order to simplify the ap p l i c a-
tion of a system wh i ch will ensure the comparability of cre d i t s , s u b-
jects of study and diplomas;

( i i ) to improve the system for the ex ch a n ge of info rm ation rega rding the
re c ognition of studies, diplomas and degre e s ;

(iii) to co-o rd i n ate the entrance re q u i rements of the educational institu-
tions of each country ;

( iv) to adopt a dynamic ap p ro a ch in mat t e rs of admission to furt h e r
s t ages of study, b e a ring in mind not only know l e d ge acquire d, a s
attested by diplomas and degre e s , but also the individual's ex p e-
rience and ach i eve m e n t s , so far as these may be deemed accep t abl e
by the competent authori t i e s ;
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(v) to adopt fl ex i ble cri t e ria for the eva l u ation of partial studies, b a s e d
on the educational level re a ched and on the content of the cours e s
t a ke n , b e a ring in mind the interd i s c i p l i n a ry ch a racter of know l e d ge
at unive rsity leve l ;

( v i ) to make their higher educational institutions as widely accessible as
p o s s i ble to students from any of the Contracting Stat e s ;

( v i i ) to re c og n i ze the studies, diplomas and degrees of such pers o n s , a n d
to encourage ex ch a n ges and the gre atest possible freedom of move-
ment of teach e rs , students and re s e a rch wo rke rs in the regi o n ;

(viii) to allev i ate the difficulties encountered by those re t u rning home
after completing their education ab ro a d, so that their re i n t egrat i o n
into the life of the country may be ach i eved in the manner most
b e n e ficial both to the community and to the development of their
own pers o n a l i t y :

(b) c o n s t a n t ly improving higher education curricula in the Contra c t i n g
S t ates through planning and continuous eva l u ation so as to take account
of the personality and identity of the A rab nat i o n , of development re q u i-
rements and of the re c o m m e n d ations made by the competent organs of
Unesco. ALECSO and the A s s o c i ation of A rab Unive rsities concern i n g
the continuous improvement of the quality of educat i o n , the pro m o t i o n
of lifelong education and the democrat i z ation of educat i o n ;

(c) p romoting the widest and most effe c t ive use of human re s o u rces so as to
c o n t ri bute to the acceleration of the development of the countries con-
c e rned whilst at the same time avoiding the 'brain drain' from the A rab
S t at e s ;

(d) p romoting interregional co-o p e ration in the matter of the re c ognition of
studies and academic qualifi c at i o n s .

2. The Contracting States agree to  take all necessary steps at the nat i o n a l .
b i l at e ral and mu l t i l at e ral levels in particular by means of bilat e ra l , s u b-
regi o n a l , regional or other agre e m e n t s , agreements between unive rsities or
other higher educational institutions and arra n gements with the competent
n ational or intern ational orga n i z ations and other bodies, with a view to the
p rogre s s ive attainment of the goals defined in the present art i cl e.

I I I . U n d e rtakings for immediate ap p l i c at i o n

A rt i cle 3

1. For the purpose of the continu ation of studies and direct admission to the
subsequent stages of training in higher educational institutions situated in
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their terri t o ri e s , e a ch of the Contracting States re c og n i ze s , under the same
academic conditions as those ap p l i c able to its nat i o n a l s , s e c o n d a ry sch o o l
l e aving cert i fi c ates issued in the other Contracting Stat e s , p rovided their pos-
session qualifies the holders for direct admission to the subsequent stages of
t raining in higher educational institutions situated in the terri t o ries of those
C o n t racting Stat e s .

2. Admission to a given higher educational institution may, h oweve r, be de-
pendent on the ava i l ability of places, and on compatibility with the host coun-
t ry's planning and development needs.

A rt i cle 4

E a ch of the Contracting States agrees to take all necessary steps with a view
t o :
(a) re c og n i z i n g, for the purpose of the immediate pursuit of studies and

admission to the subsequent stages of training in higher educat i o n a l
institutions situated in its terri t o ry and under the conditions ap p l i c able to
its nat i o n a l s , academic qualifi c ations obtained in a gove rnmental higher
e d u c ational institution situated in the terri t o ry of another contra c t i n g
S t ate and re c og n i zed by it, denoting that a full course of studies at the
higher level has been completed to the sat i s faction of the competent
a u t h o ri t i e s , taking into account the re l evant provisions of the pre c e d i n g
a rt i cl e s ;

(b) e n d e avo u ring to establish the pro c e d u re s , c ri t e ria and methods for re c og-
nizing degrees and diplomas awa rded by higher educational institutions
s i t u ated in the other Contracting Stat e s , as well as re c og n i z i n g, for the
p u rpose of the pursuit of studies, p e riods of study and partial studies in
s u ch institutions;

(c) e n d e avo u ring to ap p ly the provisions of paragraph (b) of the present A r-
t i cle to the studies, d i p l o m a s , d egrees and qualifi c ations awa rded by re-
gional higher educational institutions, under the authority of the leag u e
of A rab States or any other A rab intergove rnmental orga n i z at i o n .

A rt i cle 5

E a ch Contracting State agrees to take the necessary steps to ensure as far as
p o s s i ble that cert i fi c at e s , d i p l o m a s , d egrees or qualifi c ations issued by the
competent authorities of the other Contracting States are effe c t ive ly re c og n i-
zed for the purpose of practising a pro fe s s i o n , in accordance with A rt i cle 1,
p a ragraph 1.
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A rt i cle 6

1. A ny pers o n , of wh at ever political or legal stat u s , who has fo l l owed stu-
dies in one of the Contracting States shall be entitled to benefit from the pro-
visions of A rt i cles 3, 4 and 5, p rovided this is not contra ry to the laws and
i n t e rn ational legal obl i gations of the host country.

2. Without prejudice to the provisions contained in A rt i cle 20 of the pre s e n t
C o nve n t i o n , a ny national of a Contracting State who has obtained in the terri-
t o ry of a  non-C o n t racting State one or more cert i fi c at e s , q u a l i fi c at i o n s , d i p l o-
mas or degrees similar to those defined in A rt i cles 3, 4 and 5 ab ove may ava i l
himself of those provisions wh i ch are ap p l i c abl e, on condition that the cert i-
fi c at e s , q u a l i fi c at i o n s , diplomas or degrees in question have been re c og n i ze d
in his home country and in the country in wh i ch he wishes to continue his stu-
dies or practise a pro fe s s i o n .

I V. M a ch i n e ry for implementat i o n

A rt i cle 7

The Contracting States shall endeavour to attain the goals defined in A rt i c le 2
and shall ensure that the agreements set fo rth in A rt i cles 3, 4 and 5 ab ove are
put into effect by means of:
(a) n ational bodies;
(b) the Regional Committee, wh i ch will seek the co-operation of the ex i s t i n g

competent regional institutions, and in particular the A rab Educat i o n a l ,
C u l t u ral and Scientific Orga n i z ation and the A s s o c i ation of A rab Unive r-
s i t i e s ;

(c) b i l at e ral or subregional bodies.

A rt i cle 8

1. The Contracting States re c og n i ze that the attainment of the goals and the
execution of the agreements defined in the present Convention will re q u i re, at
the national leve l , close co-o p e ration and co-o rd i n ation of the effo rts of a
va riety of national authorities whether gove rnmental or non-gove rn m e n t a l
p a rt i c u l a rly unive rsities and other educational institutions. Th ey there fo re
agree to entrust the study and solution of the pro blems invo l ved in the ap p l i-
c ation of the present Convention to ap p ro p ri ate national bodies, with wh i ch
the sectors concerned will be associat e d, and to take all the administrat ive
m e a s u res re q u i red to speed up the functioning of these national bodies effe c-
t ive ly.
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2. E ve ry national body shall have at its disposal the necessary means to
e n able it either to collect, p rocess and file all info rm ation of use to it in its
a c t ivities re l ating to studies, diplomas and degrees in higher educat i o n , or to
obtain the info rm ation it re q u i res in this connection at short notice from a
s ep a rate national documentation centre.

A rt i cle 9

1. A Regional Committee of Contracting States composed of rep re s e n t a-
t ives of all the Contracting States is hereby set up and its secre t a ri at entru s-
ted to the Dire c t o r-G e n e ral of the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and
C u l t u ral Orga n i z ation in co-o p e ration and co-o rd i n ation with the A rab
E d u c at i o n a l , C u l t u ral and Scientific Orga n i z ation and the A s s o c i ation of A rab
U n ive rsities. Unesco, A L E C S O, the A s s o c i ation of A rab Unive rs i t i e s , and any
other intern ational gove rnmental or non-gove rnmental orga n i z ation designa-
ted by the Committee shall be permitted to be rep resented at its meetings.

2. The function of the Committee of Contracting States shall be to pro m o-
te and extend the ap p l i c ation of the present Convention. It shall re c e ive and
examine the periodic rep o rts wh i ch the Contracting States shall commu n i c at e
to it on the progress made and the obstacles encountered by them in the ap p l i-
c ation of the Convention and also the studies carried out by its secre t a ri at on
the said Convention. The Contracting States undert a ke to submit to the
Committee their rep o rts at least once eve ry two ye a rs .

3. The Regional Committee shall assist the institutions of higher educat i o n
in the Contracting States in carrying out at their request self-eva l u ation in
rega rd to this Convention at least once eve ry five ye a rs , in accordance with a
system to be established by the Committee for this purp o s e. The Committee
shall also add ress re c o m m e n d ations of a ge n e ral or individual ch a racter to the
C o n t racting Stat e s .

4. The Regional Committee shall undert a ke the necessary studies re q u i re d
to adapt the objectives of this Convention in accordance with the evolving re-
q u i rements of social, c u l t u ral and economic development in the Contra c t i n g
S t at e s , and shall submit its re c o m m e n d ations to them; these re c o m m e n d at i o n s
shall take effect after their ap p roval by not less than two-t h i rds of the Con-
t racting Stat e s .

5. The secre t a ri at of the Committee of Contracting States shall co-operat e
with national bodies to obtain the info rm ation needed by them in their ac-
t iv i t i e s .
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6. The Regional Committee shall be entitled to propose to Contra c t i n g
S t ates plans and pro c e d u res for implementing the Convention and co-o rd i n a-
ting its practical ap p l i c ation by the Contracting States and Unesco.

A rt i cle 10

The Regional Committee shall meet for the fi rst time three months after six
S t ates have deposited their instrument of rat i fi c ation. It shall elect its Chair-
man and adopt its Rules of Pro c e d u re. It shall set up the technical organs and
bodies needed for the accomplishment of its wo rk and shall define their com-
petence and powe rs. It shall meet at least once eve ry year and wh e n eve r
n e c e s s a ry.

A rt i cle 11

The Contracting States may entrust bilat e ra l , s u b regional or regional bodies
a l re a dy in existence or set up for the purpose with :he task of study i n g, a n d
c o n t ri buting to the solution of, the pro blems invo l ved in the ap p l i c ation of the
p resent Convention at the bilat e ra l , s u b regional or regional leve l s .

V. Documentat i o n

A rt i cle 12

1. The Contracting States shall peri o d i c a l ly engage in wide ex ch a n ges of
i n fo rm ation and documentation pertaining to studies, diplomas and degrees in
higher educat i o n .

2. Th ey shall endeavour to promote the development of methods and means
for collecting, p ro c e s s i n g, filing and disseminating all the necessary info r-
m ation pertaining to the re c ognition of studies, c e rt i fi c at e s , q u a l i fi c ations and
d egrees in higher educat i o n , while  taking into account the methods and means
used and info rm ation collected in this respect by the va rious nat i o n a l , regi o-
nal and intern ational age n c i e s , e s p e c i a l ly the United Nations Educat i o n a l ,
S c i e n t i fic and Cultural Orga n i z at i o n , the A rab Educat i o n a l , C u l t u ral and
S c i e n t i fic Orga n i z ation and the A s s o c i ation of A rab Unive rs i t i e s .
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V I. Co-o p e ration with intern ational 
o rga n i z at i o n s

A rt i cle 13

The Regional Committee shall make all the necessary arra n gements fo r
a s s o c i ating the competent intern ational orga n i z at i o n s , both gove rnmental and
n o n gove rn m e n t a l , with its effo rts to ensure that the present Convention is
applied as fully as possibl e. For this purpose it shall conclude the ap p ro p ri a-
te agreements and arra n gements with them.

V I I . Institutions of higher education 
under the authority of a Contracting State 
but situated outside its terri t o ry

A rt i cle 14

The provisions of the present Convention ap p ly to studies pursued in, and to
c e rt i fi c at e s , q u a l i fi c at i o n s , diplomas and degrees obtained fro m , a ny insti-
tution of higher education wh i ch is affi l i ated to an institution under the auth-
o rity of a Contracting State and wh i ch is situated outside its terri t o ry, w i t h i n
the limits authori zed by the provisions in fo rce in each of the Contra c t i n g
S t at e s .

V I I I . R at i fi c at i o n , accession and entry 
into fo rc e

A rt i cle 15

The present Convention shall be open to the signat u re and rat i fi c ation of A rab
S t ates members of the League of A rab States and of Unesco, and of any other
S t a te member of the League of A rab States and of any other State belongi n g
to the A rab States region as defined by Unesco.

A rt i cle 16

1. Other States wh i ch are members of the United Nations Educat i o n a l ,
S c i e n t i fic and Cultural Orga n i z ation may be authori zed to accede to this Con-
ve n t i o n .
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2 . A ny such request should be commu n i c ated to the Dire c t o r-G e n e ral of the
United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and Cultural Orga n i z at i o n , who shall
t ransmit it to the Contracting States at least three months befo re the meeting
of the Regional Committee.

3. The Committee shall meet as an ad hoc committee  to take a decision
c o n c e rning the request. Its members shall be given specific authori z ation by
their gove rnments to that effect. Decisions in such cases shall be by a two-
t h i rds majority of the Contracting Stat e s .

4. This pro c e d u re shall ap p ly only when a majority of the States re fe rred to
in A rt i cle 15 has rat i fied the Conve n t i o n .

A rt i cle 17

R at i fi c ation of the present Convention or accession to it shall be effected by
d epositing an instrument of rat i fi c at ion or accession with the
D i re c t o r-G e n e ral of the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and Cultura l
O rga n i z at i o n .

A rt i cle 18

The present Convention shall enter into fo rce one month after two States have
d eposited their instrument of rat i fi c at i o n , but solely with respect to the Stat e s
wh i ch have deposited their instruments of rat i fi c ation. It shall enter into fo rc e
for each other State one month after that State has deposited its instrument of
rat i fi c ation or accession.

A rt i cle 19

1. The Contracting States shall have the right to denounce the pre s e n t
C o nve n t i o n .

2. The denu n c i ation shall be signified by an instrument in writing dep o s i-
ted with the Dire c t o r-G e n e ral of the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fi c
and Cultural Orga n i z at i o n .

3. The denu n c i ation shall take effect 12 months after the instrument of de-
nu n c i ation has been re c e ive d. It shall have no re t ro a c t ive effe c t s , nor shall it
a ffect the re c ognition of studies, q u a l i fi c at i o n s , diplomas or degrees wh i ch has
t a ken place in accordance with the provisions of the Convention when the Stat e
denouncing the Convention was still bound thereby. Such re c ognition shall
c o n t i nue to have its full effect after the denu n c i ation has become effe c t ive.
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A rt i cle 20

This Convention shall not affect in any way the tre aties and conventions alre a-
dy in fo rce between the Contracting States or the national legi s l ation adopted
by them in so far as such tre at i e s , c o nventions and legi s l ation offer gre at e r
a dva n t ages than those provided for in the present Conve n t i o n .

A rt i cle 21

The Dire c t o r-G e n e ral of the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and Cul-
t u ral Orga n i z ation shall info rm the Contracting States and the other Stat e s
mentioned in A rt i cles 15 and 16 and also the United Nations of the deposit of
all the instruments of rat i fi c ation or accession re fe rred to in A rt i cle 17 ac we l l
as of the denu n c i ations provided for in A rt i cle 19.

A rt i cle 22

In confo rmity with A rt i cle 102 of the United Nations Chart e r, the pre s e n t
C o nvention shall be regi s t e red with the Secre t a ri at of the United Nations at
the request of the Dire c t o r-G e n e ral of the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n-
t i fic and Cultural Orga n i z at i o n .

IN FAITH T H E R E O F the undersigned rep re s e n t at ive s , being duly authori zed the-
re t o , h ave signed the present Conve n t i o n .

Done at Pa ri s , this 22nd day of Muharram 1399 (22 December 1978) in the
A rab i c, English and Fre n ch language s , the three texts being equally authori-
t at ive, in a single copy wh i ch shall be deposited in the arch ives of the United
N ations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and Cultural Orga n i z ation. A cert i fied tru e
c o py shall be sent to all the States re fe rred to in A rt i cles 15 and 16 and to the
United Nat i o n s .
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