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I s t a n bul Decl a rat i o n

We, the participants at the Intern ational Congress on Po p u l ation Education and Deve l o p m e n t ,
o rga n i zed by the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and Cultural Orga n i z ation (UNES-
CO) and the United Nations Po p u l ation Fund (UNFPA) in Istanbul from 14 to 17 Ap ril 1993,

R e c og n i z i n g t h at population issues should not be considered in isolation from ove rall deve-
lopment issues and programmes but rather be tre ated as an integral part of the deve l o p m e n t
p ro c e s s ,

C o n s i d e ri n g t h at population is an essential factor affecting sustainable development aimed
at improving the quality of human life,

C o nv i n c e d t h at education is a basic condition for population ch a n ge and for human deve-
l o p m e n t ,

R e c a l l i n g the Wo rld Po p u l ation Plan of Action (WPPA) adopted by the 1974 Wo rl d
Po p u l ation Confe rence and the re c o m m e n d ations of the 1984 Intern ational Confe rence on
Po p u l ation concerning the need to raise levels of know l e d ge on the issues of populat i o n ,
fa m i ly life and health, as well as on educational action in these latter domains,

N o t i n g the terms of the A m s t e rdam Decl a ration on A Better Life for Future Generat i o n s ,
adopted by the Intern ational Fo rum on Po p u l ation in the Twe n t y-fi rst Century, in A m s t e rd a m
in 1989,

R e c a l l i n g the Convention on the Elimination of all Fo rms of Discri m i n ation against Wo m e n
adopted by the United Nations General A s s e m bly in 1979 and the Nairobi Fo r wa rd-l o o k i n g
S t rat egies for the A dvancement of Women adopted in Nairobi in 1985 by the Wo rl d
C o n fe rence to rev i ew and ap p raise the ach i evements of the United Nations Decade fo r
Wo m e n : E q u a l i t y, D evelopment and Pe a c e,

N o t i n g the Rio Decl a ration on Env i ronment and Deve l o p m e n t , adopted by the United
N ations Confe rence on Env i ronment and Development held in Rio de Ja n e i ro in 1992,

Taking into account the Wo rld Decl a ration on Education for A l l , adopted in Jomtien in
M a rch 1990 by the Wo rld Confe rence on Education for A l l , and especially A rt i cle 5 on bro a-
dening the means and scope of basic educat i o n ,

N o t i n g the Recommendation concerning Education for Intern ational Unders t a n d i n g, C o - o p e-
ration and Pe a c e, and Education re l ating to Human Rights and Fundamental Fre e d o m s , a d o p-
ted by the General Confe rence of UNESCO in 1974, and the Decl a ration of the T b i l i s i
I n t e rgove rnmental Confe rence on Env i ronmental Educat i o n , adopted in 1977,
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M i n d f u l of the conclusions of the five regional meetings (Afri c a , A rab Stat e s , Asia and the
Pa c i fi c, E u rope and Latin A m e rica and the Cari bbean) orga n i zed in 1990 and 1991 in prep a-
ration for this Congre s s ,

A d o p t the fo l l owing Decl a ration and ap p rove the at t a ched Action Fra m ewo rk for Po p u l at i o n
E d u c ation on the Eve of the Twe n t y-fi rst Century.

The population issue is one of today's major planetary pro blems towa rds the solution of
wh i ch education must contri bu t e, just as it contri butes to the ove rall development of human
re s o u rces and the promotion of human ri g h t s , i n t e rn ational peace and unders t a n d i n g, to the
a dvancement of the status of wo m e n , to the protection of the env i ro n m e n t , to the improve-
ment of health and to the safeg u a rding of the cultural heri t age and unive rsal common va l u e s .

An education concerning population issues should be provided to both sexes and all age
gro u p s , at all levels and in both fo rmal and non-fo rmal educat i o n , taking into considerat i o n
the ap p ro p ri ate needs of each population gro u p .

In part i c u l a r, to adequat e ly prep a re the yo u n ger ge n e rations to meet the ch a l l e n ges of the
t we n t y-fi rst century, p o p u l ation education projects and programmes should be extended to
the va rious levels of the education system, i n cluding higher educat i o n , to all types of educa-
tional institutions and to all settings of non-fo rmal educat i o n , and be developed as an inte-
grated dimension of educational curri c u l a .

Po p u l ation educat i o n , e nv i ronmental education and intern ational education constitute - a l b e i t
f rom diffe rent pers p e c t ives but nonetheless cl o s e ly interl i n ked - an educational response to
the same global pro bl e m : i m p roving the quality of life and the re l ationships of human beings
with nat u re and their fe l l ow men and women. Even if emphases and pri o rities may diffe r
f rom region to region and from country to country, these educat ive actions bring to light an
i n t e rd ependence amongst regional and national commu n i t i e s , and the need for co-o rd i n at e d
action and intern ational solidarity of mankind. By adopting an interd i s c i p l i n a ry ap p ro a ch ,
these actions contri bute to cre ating a realistic ove rall pers p e c t ive wh i ch ack n ow l e d ges the
i n t e raction wh i ch exists between populat i o n , re s o u rces and the env i ro n m e n t , and to ra i s i n g
the awa reness of indiv i d u a l s , families and communities to the enduring continuity linking the
acts of today to their consequences for tomorrow.

M a ny population pro blems and their ex p ression at the local level re flect controve rsial issues
for diffe rent local, n at i o n a l , regional and intern ational communities. It is, t h e re fo re, i m p o r-
tant to carry out this educat ive action within the fra m ewo rk of unive rsal human ri g h t s , w i t h
the part i c i p ation of all parties concerned and with due respect for prevailing socio-cultura l
values and beliefs of the people.

Since population education is an educational activity open to the fa m i ly, the community and
s o c i e t y, their rep re s e n t at ives should be invo l ved both in the definition of objective s , c o n c ep t s
and specific content, and also in developing the progra m m e s .

Whilst population issues are global in scope and will have a long-t e rm impact, t h ey re q u i re
action both at the macro and micro leve l s , t h at is at indiv i d u a l , fa m i ly, c o m mu n i t y, regi o n a l ,
n ational and intern ational leve l s .
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C h a n ges in the demographic situation can only be obtained with the free consent and the acti-
ve part i c i p ation of women and men concern e d. Coercion is not only incompat i ble with demo-
c ratic values and human ri g h t s , it is also ineffe c t ive in the long-t e rm. Consequently, e d u c a-
tion about population issues should aim at developing freedom of info rmed choice and re s-
p o n s i ble individual behav i o u r.

The press and the mass media play an important role in the awa reness cre ation of populat i o n
issues by pro m o t i n g, s u p p o rting and strengthening population educat i o n .

Fo rmal education is the principal means of access for eve ryone to info rm ation and know l e d-
ge about population issues. All other fo rms of education also have their part to play and are
re q u i red to ensure support for the development of population educat i o n .

C o n s e q u e n t ly, we the part i c i p a n t s ,

• ap p e a l to all Member States to include in their education policies and plans a seri e s
of measure s , i n cluding the allocation of ap p ro p ri ate re s o u rc e s , designed to intro d u c e
p o p u l ation education into their education systems, both fo rmal and non-fo rm a l , a n d
to further strengthen and support existing population education progra m m e s ,

• i nv i t e, Member States in particular to promote the conditions of a better access fo r
all to info rm ation and know l e d ge about deve l o p m e n t , p o p u l ation and env i ro n m e n t ,
s exuality and fa m i ly life, as well as the links connecting these are a s , and thoro u g h
re s e a rch on this subject,

• re q u e s t the developed countries to support the developing countries in their popula-
tion education progra m m e s ,

• re q u e s t UNESCO and UNFPA , in consultation with the concerned A gencies of the
United Nations system conducting activities in education and in cooperation with
i n t e rn ational gove rnmental and non-gove rnmental orga n i z ations invo l ved in this are a ,
to continue to support Member States in the development of population educat i o n ,
and the promotion of ex ch a n ge of ex p e riences and re s e a rch fi n d i n g s , and to prov i d e
ap p ro p ri ate intellectual, t e chnical and financial assistance,

• l a u n ch an urgent appeal to the intern ational community to increase the re s o u rc e s
a l l o c ated to nat i o n a l , regional and intern ational population education progra m m e s ,

• call upon the intern ational community to bring about a more equitable economic sys-
tem so that all countries can earn fair re t u rns for their effo rts and thus expand their
c apacity to effe c t ive ly support population education progra m m e s , a n d

• re q u e s t the Dire c t o r-G e n e ral of UNESCO and the Exe c u t ive Director of UNFPA to
b ring this Decl a ration and the Action Fra m ewo rk to the attention of the Intern at i o n a l
C o n fe rence on Po p u l ation and Development to be orga n i zed under the auspices of the
United Nations in 1994 in Cairo .


