
The Mexico Decl a rat i o n

The Regional  Confe r ence of Minis ters of  Education and Those Respons ible for  Economic Planning of Member
S t ates in Latin A m e r ica and the Car i bb e a n , c o nvened by Unesco and he ld in Mexico City from 4 to 13 December
1 9 7 9 , met in a highly encouraging spir it  of  consensus  rega rding the crucial  importance of the curr ent period of
h i s t o r y for  the countries  of the region in r e l at ion to the ge n e ral  wo rld si tuat i o n , wi th cl ear awa renes s of the f a c t
t h at  a  new stage had been re a ch e d, cal l ing for solida ri ty in t he affi rm ati on of the culture unique to that  part of t he
g l o b e , and r eadines s on the pa rt  of  its peoples to assume responsibil i ty f or their  own dest iny.

A lofty tone and a marked sense of  responsibili ty we re the key-notes of the Confe rence in t he discuss ions
c o n c e rning the decisive  role to be ass igned to education within a new style of deve l o p m e n t , t h a t  is, balanced deve-
lopment  that  would help to r e d i rect  economic ac tivi t ies towa rds gre ater soci al  homogeneity and towa rds the pro-
duction of  goods and services that  we re ge nuine social  and national  necessi t ies.  I t  was there fo re  one of the tasks
of education to give a  human dimension to development by re c ogniz ing i ts  own bas ic  potential  to build a future
m a r ked by gre ater  cultural  autonomy, gre ater  harm o ny and j ust ice in social  and economic condi t ions, and by ful-
fi lment of  those values essential  to human dignity that  the peoples of  the region deserved and demanded.

The Confe re n c e , h aving ack n ow l e d ged the sustained! effo rt  that  had been made by the countries  of the regi o n
in the pa t  decade t o develop educat i o n , and the ve ry notewo rt h y ach i evements  in the quanti tat ive expansion of
systems and i n the improvement of  educat ional  content and pro c e s s e s , n eve rtheless re c og n i z ed that  serious short-
comings st il l  pe rs i s t e d, s u ch as the ex t reme pove rt y of  va st  s ector s of  the populat ion in most  of  the count ri e s , a n d
c o n t i nuing low enrolment  rates in some of them; the existence in the  region of 45 mi llion il l i terates out  of  an adult
p o p u l at ion of 159 million;  an unduly high dro p-out r ate in the early ye a rs  of  schooling;  educational  systems  and
content  that  we r e ve ry often i l l- suited to the population for wh i ch they we re intended; maladjustments i n the re l a-
t ionship between educa tion and wo rk;  the poor l inking of education with economic, social and cultural  deve l o p-
ment and i n some cases faulty orga n i z at ion and administrat ion of education systems, wh i ch st i ll  bor e the stamp of
h e avy centra l i z ation from a norm at ive and functional  point  of view. In the l ight  of t he fo rego i n g, the  Confe re n c e
adopted the fo l l owing Decl a r at i o n :
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The Confe rence decl a re s :
Th at a developed nation is one whose people are

we l l -i n fo rm e d, c u l t u re d, e ff i c i e n t , p ro d u c t ive, re s-
p o n s i ble and possess a sense of solidari t y ;

Th at no country can extend i ts development beyo n d
the stage re a ched by its educat i o n ;

Th at development is measured not mere ly by the
goods or re s o u rces that a community can command,
but essentially by the quali ty of the individuals wh o
p roduce or use them;

Th at being, not hav i n g, should pre d o m i n ate in the
f raming and shaping of the ove ral l  development poli-
cies of t he va rious countri e s ;

Th at education is an essential tool for  the release of
man's  highest potential to cre ate a more just and balan-
ced society, and that  political and economic indep e n-
dence cannot be fully attained unless the populat ion is
e d u c at e d, has a fi rm grasp of reality and assumes re s-
ponsibil ity for  its dest iny ;

Th at there is an urgent need to intensify educat i o n a l
action as a necessary condition for the ach i evement of
authentic development and to bring educational  sys-
tems into line with the gove rning principles of  social
j u s t i c e , so that they strengthen awa re n e s s , p a rt i c i p a-
t i o n , s o l i d a r i ty and organizing ab i l i t y, e s p e c i a l ly
among underp riv i l eged gro u p s ;

Th at the fo rging of adequate st ru c t u ral links bet-
ween fo rmal and non-fo rmal education wil l make a
major contri bution to the ach i evement of deve l o p m e n t
in the regi o n ;

Th at education should give pride of place to the
t ransmission of moral  va l u e s , the digni ty of human life
and the development of  the indiv i d u a l , in a wo rl d
i n c re a s i n g ly tom by conflict  and violence aga i n s t
wh i ch back ground those values should be re c og n i ze d
and re s p e c t e d ;

Th at the re l ationship between education and culture
is being incre a s i n g ly affected by the impact  of the
mass media, wh i ch have expanded ve ry rap i d ly in the
region and are exe r ting a powerful influence over the
d a i ly lives of al l sectors of society, an influence wh i ch
should make a positive contri bution to educat i o n ;

Th at the success that is  sought in tra n s fo rming cur-
ricula will depend on how such tra n s fo rm ations inter-
act with the specific needs, i n t e rests  and pro blems of
the social groups of the commu n i t y ;

Th at the effo rt  entailed by the development of the
region will have to assume an i ntegrated fo rm in such
a way that educat i o n , s c i e n c e, t e ch n o l ogy,

— Provide a minimum of 8 to 10 ye a rs' ge n e ral educa-
t ion and establish as their  goal  to incorp o rate all ch i l -
d ren of school age in the system not later  than 1999, i n
a c c o rdance with nati onal education policies;
— Adopt a cl e a r-cut  policy with a view to era d i c at i n g
i l l i t e ra cy befo re the end of the century and to ex-
tending educational services for  adults;
— A l l o c a te inc re a s i n g ly substant ial  bu d ge ts  to edu-
c at ion un ti l  no t  l es s t hat  7 or  8 per c ent  of  the  gro s s
n at ional  p roduct  is  ea rm a r ked fo r educational  pur-
p o s e s , wi t h the a im of  making up  for t he ex i s t i n g
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c u l t u re, c o m mu n i c at i o n , the re m oval of l inguistic  bar-
ri e rs , the re l at ionship to wo rk , social and poli t ical
o rga n i z ation and economic progress will  al l tend to
wo rk towa rds the fundamental goal of the we l l - b e i n g
of mankind;

Th at  there is a  need to strengthen scientific  deve-
l o p m e n t , wh i ch , t h r ough activi t ies of re s e a rch , re fe c-
t i o n , o b s e rvati on and cre at ive ex p e rience and intui-
t i o n , is  conducive to the ge n e ration of new know l e d-
ge :

Th at  uninterrupted development and progress in
all f ields of  know l e d ge, and especial ly in science and
t e ch n o l ogy, and economic and social tra n s fo rm at i o n s
re q u i re  that  education systems be designed and opera-
te within the context of l i felong educat i o n , t h at a
close re l at ionship be established between school and
o u t-o f-s chool educati on and that  ap p ro p ri ate use be
made of the scope offe red by the mass media;

Th at  the training of people who are cap able of
a c c epting the implicat ions of their own culture and of
bui lding scientific progress into it  is  essential i f they
a re t o cre at e, d evelop and adapt  ap p ro p ri ate tech n o l o-
gi e s , as  re q u i red by the diffe ring contexts of  the
regi o n ;

Th at  educat i o n , wi thout prejudice to i ts unive rs a l
s c o p e, must  essentially promote know l e d ge of  the
realit ies of  the country, n e i g h b o u ring countries and
the region as objective ly as possible if t he past  is t o
be r e t ri eve d, substance to be given to the present  and
guidelines to be bid down for the future ;

Th at  the re  is  a  need to establ ish a new in ter -
n at ional  e conomic order  as a basic  pre requ isi t e  if
the countri es  o f the  region  are  to  ca rry ou t  the ir
n at i ona l  pro jects  and  consequent ly  move  on t o
highe r level s of  development  that  wil l  sat is fy the ir
l egi t i m ate na tiona l  needs, p a rt i c u l a r ly in  the fi e l d s
of educat i o n , e m p l oymen t and p ro d u c t ive wo rk ;

Th at  inte rn at i o n a l , i n t ra -regional  and  bi lat e ra l
c o-o p e r at ion  should be  ins trumen tal  in developing a
re n ewed  respec t  f or  the national  goals  and i ntere s t s
of  al l  people s and in ensur ing that  progress is  made
t owa rd s a  new i ntern at i onal  economic order t hat
wil l  take account of  t he needs, fe at u re s and a sp ir a-
t ions  of  our people s, with a view to contri buti ng  t o
the s trengthening o f  co-o p e ra t ion among the  Sta t e s
of the r egi o n , while  fo s t e r i ng joint  ac t ivi t i es tha t
wil l  bring  abou t gr e ater  socia l  just ice .

s h o rt fall and of ensuring that education wil l make a
full contri bution to development and become the dri-
ving fo rce behind it;
— Give highest pri o ri ty to providing for the least pri-
v i l eged population gro u p s , who mainly live in ru ra l
and suburban areas and whose condition calls fo r
u rgent action and the provision of a va r iety of  oppor-
tunit ies in ke eping with their re a l- l i fe  si tuat i o n s , w i t h
the aim of surmounting the considerable di ffe rences in
l iving conditions st ill existing between them and other
gro u p s ;

The Confe rence further decl a res that the Member States should:



— Undert a ke the necessary re fo rms wh i ch will  ensure
t h at education takes into account the fe at u re s , n e e d s ,
a s p i rations and cultural  values of eve ry people, a n d
wh i ch will give impetus to and re n ovate science teach-
ing and wil l be instrumental in fo rging closer links be-
t ween education systems and the wo rld of  wo rk ;
— Use all ava i l able means, ra n ging from the sch o o l
and the commu n i c ation media to nat u ral re s o u rc e s , a n d
m a ke a special effo rt to tra n s fo rm curricula at
an early opportunity so as to make them more
re l evant to the needs of underp riv i l eged gro u p s , wh i l e
re lying for that  purpose on the act ive part i c i p ation of
the populat ion invo l ve d ;
— Adopt effe c t ive measures for  re n ovating systems fo r
the training of teach e rs , p rior to, and fo l l owing their
q u a l i fi c at i o n , in order to provide them with the possi-
bility of adding to and updating their s tock of know-
l e d g e and teaching cap ab i l i t y ;
— Assist  teach e rs in economic and social  terms by
c re ating wo rking conditions that will ensure that  they
e n j oy a posit ion in ke eping with their social import a n-
ce and pro fessional  dignity;

The Confe rence ap p e a l s :
To the Member St at e s

To set themselve s , for the fo rt hcoming decades, t h e
fundamental  and vitall y urgent  task of combat i n g
ex t reme pove rty by using all ava i l able re s o u rces and
means to ensure the ge n e ral introduction of complete
p ri m a ry or  basic education for all ch i l d ren of sch o o l
age, to eliminate i llitera cy and to intensify, gra d u a l ly
and thoro u g h ly, p rogrammes designed to make full
p rovision for ch i l d ren of pre school age who live in
conditions of social  dep rivat i o n ;

To continue to promote the ex ch a n ge of  ex p e ri e n c e
and co-operation with a view to fa c i n g, t oge t h e r, t h e
p re s e n t-d ay ch a l l e n ges of education and to dev i s e
c o u rses of  action that will  lead to full  development of
their potentialities  and the strengthening of nat i o n a l
i n d ep e n d e n c e.

To all those part i c i p at ing in the task of educat i o n
in the regi o n :

To associate themselves with the main lines of
t h ru s t , re fl ect ions  and re c o m m e n d ations of thi s
C o n fe rence so that , t h rough their day - t o - d ay wo rk ,
their ex p e rience and their  cri tical acumen, t h ey c n
c o n t ri bute to the effe c t ive implementation of the
o b j e c t ives fo rmu l ated here of bro a d e n i n g, speeding up
and re n ovating the educational process in all the coun-
t ries of the regi o n .

To the intern at i o n a l , regional and subregi o n a l
o rga n i z at i o n s :

To make ava i l ab le a l l  the ir tech n i c a l , a d m i n i s-
t r at ive and f inanc ial  c apacity  to the  Gove rnments  of

— Ensure, by viewing economic growth within the
b roader context  of social deve l o p m e n t , t h at educat i o-
nal planning is cl o s e ly linked to the economic, s o c i a l
and ove rall planning of each country ;

— Give special attention t o the fo rmu l ation of objec-
t ives and programmes for the quanti tat ive ex p a n s i o n
and qualitat ive improvement of higher educat i o n ,
reconcil ing unive rsity autonomy with the sove re i g n t y
of the Stat e ;
— Ensure that  educational planning promotes the par-
t i c i p ation and incorp o rat ion of all groups and inst i tu-
tions invo l ved in one way or another in both fo rm a l
and non-fo rmal educational endeavo u rs ;

— Ensure educational orga n i z at ion and administrat i o n
in ke eping with new re q u i rements wh i ch , in most
c o u n t ries of the regi o n , demand gre ater decentra l i z a-
tion of decision-making and orga n i z ational pro c e s s e s ,
gre ater f l exibility as a means of ensuring mu l t i-s e c t o-
ral action and lines of  emphasis that will  provide an
i n c e n t ive to innovation and ch a n ge.

the region for the purpose of giving support to their
policies and programmes in the field of educat i o n .

To Unesco:
To continue to collab o rate assiduously in the rap i d

e s t ablishment of a new intern ational economic ord e r ;
To take the ini tiat ive of putting fo r wa rd a major

p roject embodying the fundamental  fe at u res of this
D e cl a rat i o n ;

To publ i c i ze this  Mexico Decl a ration by all  pos-
s i ble means.

The Confe rence ex p re s s e s , l a s t ly, its  deep e s t
grat i t u d e :

To  Unesco , fo r having convened  th is  v i ta l l y
i m p o r tant  Confe rence  and for  having endeavo u re d
to ensure  that  i t  eff e c t ive ly f ulfi l led i ts  purpose  of
wo rking for  the fu rther  deve lopment o f  the educa-
t ion systems  of the  coun tries  of  Lati n A m e r ic a and
the Cari bbean  and accord i n g l y of  promot ing t he
p rogress  and we l l -be ing of i ts  people s;

To t he Gove rnment and People  of  Mex i c o , fo r
t heir  wa rm hosp ital i t y  and the ir  frat e r nal  we l c o m e,
and  fo r  hav ing  p rov ided the  mos t  a p p ro p ri at e
condi t i ons and fac il i t ie s  f or  ensu ring  tha t  th is
appo intmen t w ith hist ory would take place under
the most  p ropit i ous ci rc u m s t a n c e s .

M ex i c o , D. F. , 13 December 1979
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