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CHAPTER V I

F I NAL RESOLUTION AND STAT E M E N T

The Meeting of Ministers of Education of Asian Member Stat e s ,
C o nvened by Unesco in association with ECAFE,
held in To kyo , Jap a n , 2-11 Ap ril 1962,

H aving rev i ewed the implementation of the K a ra chi Plan, fo rmu l ated by the Asian countri e s
in Ja nu a ry 1960 for the establishment of unive rs a l , f ree and compulsory pri m a ry education of at
least seven ye a rs' durat i o n , for all the ch i l d ren of Asia by 1980,

H aving decided on the programme for the ye a rs 1963-65, for extending and completing the
K a ra chi Plan, while continuing to implement it in the Asian countri e s ,

A d o p t s the fo l l owing Stat e m e n t , as an ex p ression of the unanimous decisions of this meeting
c o n c e rning the Development of Education in A s i a ,

C o m m e n d s the Rep o rt of this meeting and the Statement to the consideration of Unesco and
ECAFE with a request to Unesco to bring them to the attention of the organs of the United Nat i o n s
s y s t e m , and the Member States of the United Nations and the Specialized A gencies and to the inter-
n ational gove rnmental and non-gove rnmental orga n i z ations concern e d.

N ational Impact of the Kara chi Plan

1. We have heard and examined the rep o rts from the 18 Asian Stat e s , and have been impre s s e d
with the resolute effo rts of these countries to implement the K a ra chi Plan, d u ring the two ye a rs
wh i ch have elapsed since its fo rmu l ation. Although we are at va rious stages of educational and eco-
nomic deve l o p m e n t , most of us hope to ach i eve the target of at least seven ye a rs of pri m a ry educa-
tion by 1980, some of us will ach i eve it earl i e r, while others will complete a fi rst phase of 4-5 ye a rs
c o m p u l s o ry schooling within this decade. Under the circumstances educational and economic pre-
vailing in our countri e s , this fl ex i ble ap p ro a ch and ap p l i c ation of the Kara chi decisions to our coun-
t ries is considered a wise pro c e d u re.
2. On the basis of this satisfying start , we have taken stock of the tasks befo re us in continu i n g
the extension of pri m a ry education during the next two ye a rs befo re we meet again. We have noted
the heavy financial provisions made by each country within its national plan, for building more pri-
m a ry sch o o l s , t raining and employing more teach e rs , p roviding increased and improved tex t b o o k s ,
s chool equipment, meals and medical facilities. We are, m a ny of us, making special provisions fo r
groups who have in the past been consciously or unconsciously discri m i n ated aga i n s t — gi rl s , t ri b a l
and back wa rd cl a s s e s , and ru ral areas—as is re q u i red of us by Unesco's Convention on the
P revention of Discri m i n ation in Education. In this rega rd, m a ny of us have decided to take early
action in our States to ratify this important conve n t i o n .
3. In this quantitat ive expansion of pri m a ry education in our countries that we have begun and we
plan to continu e, we are awa re of the ove r- riding need to maintain and continu o u s ly improve the
quality of education. This we are re s o l ved to do and have decided on a number of practical mea-
s u re s — i nvolving increased re s e a rch , i m p roved eva l u at i o n , revision of curri c u l a , t e a ching tech-
niques and methods. But here we are faced with a dilemma. We are fo rced to choose between rap i d
q u a n t i t at ive expansion embodied in the K a ra chi Plan and re q u i red by the right of all to educat i o n ,
and re s t ricting that ri g h t , in order to maintain and increase the quality of our educational system,
wh i ch in itself is a costly undert a k i n g. Faced with this unhap py ch o i c e, we fear that there may be
a danger of some dilution of standards in the short ru n , and at the fi rst level of educat i o n , in the
i n t e rest of attaining the ove r-riding objective of meeting the demand of all our peoples to educa-
tion. We fe rve n t ly hope that we can avoid this dange r.
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The National will to Education and its Contri bution to Asian Economic Grow t h

4. We have seen in our discussions here, t h at education in Asia as in other parts of the wo rl d,
is the resultant of the will of our peoples and gove rnments. It is their hopes for a fuller, h ap-
pier life, their desires for a democratic and peaceful society, based on tolerance and unders-
t a n d i n g, t h at determine the irre s i s t i ble urge to education in our countri e s , and decide its ex t e n t
and content. Our national plans and pers p e c t ives for the future re flect this, and will continu e
to do so.

5 . A new hori zon has been opened to us at this meeting. As an Asian inter-gove rnmental mee-
t i n g, we have seen for the fi rst time that education is not only the right of our peoples, not only
a neve r-ending source of individual sat i s fa c t i o n , it is equally a factor wh i ch contri butes dire c t-
ly to the economic growth of our individual countries. We have seen that even the K a ra chi Plan
on pri m a ry educat i o n , c e n t e red on imparting basic know l e d ge and Skills to the ch i l d, the deve-
lopment of re s o u rcefulness of the pupil, and the full use of ru ral (local) institutions, can make
an immediate contri bution to raising the pro d u c t ivity of our ru ral economies. We now re a l i ze
t h at pro p e rly planned at all levels of educat i o n , i n cluding adult educat i o n , and fully integrat e d
into national development progra m m e s , e d u c ation will accelerate the rate of economic grow t h
of all our countries during the current decade-a growth rate urge n t ly needed by our people, a n d
wh i ch in turn conditions the extent to wh i ch we can expand our educational systems.

Asian Ta rget of Investment in Educat i o n

6. We have given long and careful thought to these pro found motivations to, and consequences
o f, e d u c ation in our countries. We have taken note of the decision of the General A s s e m bly of
the UN to term the current decade, the Decade for Deve l o p m e n t , wh i ch re q u i res countries to
t a ke such action that their aggregate national income at the end of the decade will be incre a s i n g
by 5% annu a l ly, and to this end to promote in eve ry way the development of their human
re s o u rces; of its further decision requesting Unesco to inaugurate a Wo rld Campaign aga i n s t
I l l i t e ra cy; and of the decision of Unesco's General Confe rence defining the pri o rity of educat i o n
in economic and social development. We have heard with deep sat i s faction of the decision at
A ddis A b aba of our brother Ministers in A f ri c a , to invest immediat e ly 4% of their aggregat e
n ational income in educat i o n , raising it to 5% by 1970 and 6% by 1980. We have also read the
S a n t i ago Decl a ration of our Latin A m e rican colleag u e s , wh i ch re c o rds their decision to ra i s e
their investment target for education to 4% by 1965. After taking stock of our va rying pre s e n t
s i t u at i o n s , we have decided that Asian countries should move by stages to invest 4-5% of their
G ross National Product in education by 1980, p rovided their rate of economic growth as indiv i-
dual countries can affo rd it. In making this decision, we have been inspired by the example of
our host country, a sister Asian nat i o n , Jap a n , wh i ch has the second highest investment rate in
e d u c ation in the wo rl d — wh i ch is 5% of its Gross National Product. We will be studying Jap a n ' s
ex p e rience care f u l ly, with a view to seeing how it can be adapted to the conditions of our indi-
vidual countri e s .

Extension and Completion of the Kara chi Plan

7. After careful study and rev i ew, we have concluded that the K a ra chi Plan is an essential fi rs t
s t age, but only a fi rst stage, in the development of our countries. It must be extended to cover all
l evels of educat i o n — p ri m a ry, s e c o n d, higher and adult—in each of our countries. Such a compre-
h e n s ive educational programme needs to be completed by being integrated into the ove rall nat i o-
nal plan of each country. We have made detailed and specific decisions as to the pro c e d u re,
c o n t e n t , m e t h o d o l ogy and techniques wh i ch each of us will fo l l ow in this rega rd in re l ation to our
va rying national conditions during the coming three ye a rs. We have requested Unesco, in co-
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o p e ration with ECAFE and other technical specialists, to aid us in this task of establ i s h i n g
l o n g-t e rm educational pers p e c t ive plans, and in putting together these national plans, into a dra f t
Asian model, wh i ch we will examine when we meet again in December 1965. We have decided that
our short - t e rm plans will be based essentially on wh at is fi s c a l ly possibl e, and that our long-term
p e rs p e c t ive planning will be based on wh at is phy s i c a l ly possible to each of us educat i o n a l ly, ( i . e.
the rate of growth of our real educational re s o u rc e s , e. g. teacher supply) in re l ation to our econo-
mic and social needs.

E d u c ational Planning and Educational Te ch n o l ogy

8. In making this decision to extend and complete the K a ra chi Plan, we are conscious of the gre at
i m p o rtance of planning and of the use of adequat e ly tested educational planning techniques. It is in
this somewh at new and crucial are a , t h at we re c og n i ze our serious lack of manpowe r. We have, t h e-
re fo re, decided to do eve rything in our powe r, with such help as we may re c e ive, to increase the
number of educational planners and administrat o rs in each of our countri e s .

9. In planning the future of our educational systems and carrying the heavy financial bu rden of
our expanding high quality educational progra m m e s , we have given particular attention to the tech-
n o l ogy of education. We have tried to view education as an "industry" and have made decisions to
e l i m i n ate the causes of its wa s t e s , and to use in all ap p ro p ri ate ways the new techniques of teach i n g
and learn i n g, ra n ging from a simple fi l m-s t rip and the modern i zed textbook to radio and telev i s i o n
p rogra m m e s , wh i ch may be soon beamed to us from art i ficial satellites. All this re q u i res conside-
rable re s e a rch and inve s t i gation in our countries to wh i ch we will add ress ours e l ves. Such deve-
lopments will, we believe, also contri bute to the maintenance and continuous improvement of the
quality of our educational system-wh i ch at least at the second and higher leve l s , must ach i eve and
maintain standards of the highest quality.

Call for Intern ational Cooperat i o n

10. We have thus made our decisions to maximize our own effo rts in this all - i m p o rtant area of
e d u c ation. As members of the Unesco fa m i ly, we now turn to our friends all over the wo rld and call
on them to join us in this Asian Crusade for a better life.

11. We have establ i s h e d, fo l l owing the Kara chi re c o m m e n d at i o n s , a specific listing of six mat e-
rial needs for 15 countries engaged in expanding at gre at costs to themselves their pri m a ry edu-
c ation programmes. This call is to the Member States of Unesco, p a rt i c u l a rly in Euro p e, N o rt h
A m e ri c a , Au s t ra l i a , N ew Zealand and Jap a n , to private orga n i z ations and to Unicef, to come fo r-
wa rd and meet these modest but urgent needs of our countries and so ex p ress their solidari t y
with us. These needs, as endorsed by us, a re summari zed in the at t a ched Tabl e. We are ve ry gra-
teful to gove rnmental and non - gove rnmental agencies who are alre a dy aiding us in these are a s .
We have further agreed that each of us will make official re q u e s t s , t h rough the ex t e rnal aid coor-
d i n ating authority in our country, seeking help from these bilat e ral and mu l t i l at e ral agencies. It
is our hope that the response to this call will be over and ab ove the existing bilat e ral arra n ge-
m e n t s , wh i ch are committed to other equally urgent programmes in our countries. We also
request our friends to continue and expand their technical assistance to our pri m a ry educat i o n
p rogra m m e s .

12. At this stage, we do not call for financial assistance for the pri m a ry education progra m m e,
ex c ept in the area of teacher tra i n i n g. For our ove rall educational programmes we have consi-
d e rable fo reign ex ch a n ge costs and we, most of us, face a serious gap between wh at is phy s i c a l ly
p o s s i ble educat i o n a l ly and wh at is fi s c a l ly possibl e. In these two are a s , financial assistance in the
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fo rm of grants and loans will be needed from bilat e ral gove rnmental and private sourc e s , and fro m
the Intern ational Development A s s o c i ation of the IBRD.  While emphasizing now the specific call
for financial aid for existing educational pro j e c t s , we will, after we have established our compre-
h e n s ive long-term national plans, i n d i c ate more fully our needs in this area. Meanwh i l e, we will,
t h rough our national coord i n ating bodies, request financial aid now from fri e n d ly gove rnments and
p rivate agencies for our educational pro j e c t s .

13. We are grateful to Unesco for having promoted through the K a ra chi Plan the planning of pri-
m a ry education in A s i a , and for convoking this meeting and others it has orga n i zed and will conti-
nue to. We have requested it to act as the cl e a ring house for assessing and publicising our mat e ri a l
and financial needs. We have requested it to continue to help us, in the all important planning fi e l d,
and with ECAFE and other fri e n d ly bodies, to provide us with adv i s o ry services and training assis-
tance in the long-term educational pers p e c t ive planning during the coming three ye a rs. For this we
h ave decided to use the ap p ro p ri ate mach i n e ry, to request technical assistance during that peri o d
f rom the Exe c u t ive Chairman of the Te chnical Assistance Board. We want Unesco to continue with
aid to our regional educational centres-on re s e a rch , p l a n n i n g, s chool Building and teacher educa-
tion. We re q u e s t , with some emphasis, Unesco itself, to increase substantially its regular bu d get pro-
visions during the fo rthcoming biennium, to help this programme at the national leve l , p a rt i c u l a rly
with a few pri o rity pro j e c t s , on wh i ch Unesco alone can aid us. A new area wh i ch has opened up in
this rega rd, for instance, is textbooks and the new techniques of teach i n g.

Our Decision to A c t

14. We re a l i ze that the issues at stake for us, as Asian countri e s , and for our wo rl d, a re grave. Th ey
a re the happiness and we l fa re of our peoples and the peace of our wo rl d. For such high stake s , we are
re s o l ved to do nothing less than our best. And on that , our best, rest our hopes of seeing the fra m e-
wo rk we cre ated two ye a rs ago at Kara ch i , put on flesh and blood and the colours of life — wh i ch is
the fo rm and substance of reality—the reality by wh i ch men and wo m e n , eve ry wh e re, grow and live.

In witness wh e re o f, we here i nunder append our individual signat u re s , at the Confe rence Hall,
To kyo , Jap a n , on this Eleventh day of Ap ri l , one thousand nine hundred and sixty two .

JA PA N (Sgd) Masuo A ra k i , P R E S I D E N T,
Head of Delegat i o n , Minister of Educat i o n

C E Y L O N (Sgd) B a d i-u d-din Mahmu d, V I C E-P R E S I D E N T,
Head of Delegat i o n , Minister of Educat i o n

I R A N ( S g d ) Mohammad Dera k h s h e s h , V I C E-P R E S I D E N T,
Head of Delegat i o n , Minister of Educat i o n

L AO S (Sgd) Thao Nhouy A b h ay, V I C E-P R E S I D E N T,
Head of Delegat i o n , Minister of Educat i o n

T H A I L A N D (Sgd) Mom Luang Pin Malakul, V I C E-P R E S I D E N T,
Head of Delegat i o n , Minister of Educat i o n

A F G H A N I S TA N (Sgd) Abdul Majid,
Head of Delegat i o n .

BU R M A (Sgd) Sithu U Tun Shein,
Head of Delegat i o n
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C A M B O D I A (Sgd) Sim Va r,
Head of Delegat i o n

C H I NA (Sgd) Chuan-kai Te n g,
Head of Delegat i o n

I N D I A (Sgd) P rem N. Kirp a l ,
Head of Delegat i o n

I N D O N E S I A (Sgd) S o ep a rd o ,
Head of Delegat i o n

KO R E A (Sgd) Woong-sun Hong,
Head of Delegat i o n

M A L AYA (Sgd) I n che Abdul Rahman Bin Heji Ta l i b,
Head of Delegat i o n , Minister of Educat i o n

N E PA L (Sgd) Kul Shekhar Sharm a ,
Head of Delegat i o n

PA K I S TA N (Sgd) S.M. Shari f,
Head of Delegat i o n

P H I L I P P I N E S (Sgd) Miguel B. Gaff u d,
Head of Delegat i o n

S I N G A P O R E (Sgd) Nyuk-Lin Yo n g,
Head of Delegat i o n , Minister of Educat i o n

V I E T NA M (Sgd) N g u yen Quang Tri n h ,
Head of Delegat i o n , Minister of Educat i o n
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