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l. The Confe rence has re-e m p h a s i zed the import a n c e
of educat i o n , and especially of higher educat i o n , i n
rega rd to economic, s o c i a l , and cultural development in
all parts of the wo rl d. Higher education is the most
e ffe c t ive means of utilizing human re s o u rces and poten-
tial to the fullest degre e.

2. The hope was ex p ressed that adequate re s o u rc e s
would be employed to ensure the ex ch a n ge and compa-
rison of ex p e rience among European countries. The dis-
cussions brought out the importance of concerted action
under the auspices of Unesco, with particular re fe re n c e
to the standard i z ation of data on education and to the
o rga n i z ation of systematic documentat i o n .

F u rther co-o p e ration among European countri e s
should fa c i l i t ate comparat ive studies and co-ord i n at e d
re s e a rch , dealing in particular with the modern i z ation of
t e a ching methods at all levels through the use of new
e d u c ational methods and tech n i q u e s .

3. The confe rence noted that the intake of students at
s e c o n d a ry and higher level has increased considerably
in all European countries in recent ye a rs , t h at this tre n d
is like ly to continu e, and that it has cre ated auxiliary
p ro bl e m s , wh i ch all European countries are endeavo u-
ring to solve through some fo rm of educational plan-
n i n g. This may take either the fo rm of fo recasts desi-
gned pure ly for guidance or that of fixing student and
pupil quotas within a ge n e ral development plan.

It was agreed that some specific mechanism for the
planning of access to educat i o n , e s p e c i a l ly at the higher
l eve l , was necessary in the educational system. Th e re
we re diffe rences of opinion with respect to the pra c t i c a l
o p e ration of planning mechanisms to this effe c t .

Th e re  wa s  a l so  agreement  as  to  the  impor t a n c e
of  s tudying  the  methodology  of  educa t ional  p lan-
n i n g .  To  th i s  end , Unesco  and  o ther  in te rn at i o n a l
o rga n i z a t ions  should  under t a ke  re s e a rch  pro j e c t s ,

wh i ch would both test and re i n fo rce the effe c t iveness of
planning methods.

4. All European countries are called on to do their
utmost in meeting the increased demand for higher edu-
c ation. Many countries rep o rted themselves as obl i ge d
to impose either some fo rm of quantitat ive control or a
s t ricter system of selection during study progra m m e s .
All European countries are continuing their effo rts to
i n c rease possibilities of admission in order to meet the
social demand through such measures as the cre ation of
n ew unive rs i t i e s , the dive rs i fi c ation of higher studies
and the improvement of student/teacher rat i o s .

5. The confe rence stressed the importance of the
p rinciple of continued guidance and counselling as
constituting a means of co-o rd i n ating the free choice of
studies and pro fessional care e rs (ack n ow l e d ged eve ry w-
h e re as an individual freedom) with social re q u i re m e n t s
S u ch educational guidance should set out: (a) to prov i d e
pupils and pare n t s , by ap p ro p ri ate means, with info rm a-
tion on scholastic opportunities and on the nat u re and
p rospects of the va rious occupations; (b) to observe and
re c o rd the progress of pupils or students; (c) to detect
and stimu l ate specific aptitudes and vo c at i o n s , by such
means as tests, m o re indiv i d u a l i zed instruction and by
p a ra- and out of-s chool activities connected to the aca-
demic progra m m e.

S u ch a system of guidance was viewed as a cru c i a l
element in preventing wa s t age of human and mat e ri a l
re s o u rces in higher education by reducing the disturbing
number of fa i l u res or dro p-outs. In this connex i o n , t h e
c o n fe rence noted that , although useful re s e a rch had
been carried out, t h e re was as yet no adequate basis fo r
i n t e rn ational comparisons of incidences of wa s t age and
fa i l u re at diffe rent levels of educat i o n .

I t  was  the  ge n e ra l  consensus  tha t  an  ex ch a n ge
of  ex p e rience  or  a  compi la t ion  of  ex is t ing  sys tems
of  counse l l ing  and  guidance  in  European  count r i e s ,
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t ogether with a comparison of the methods used wo u l d
be pro d u c t ive .

6.  To  meet  with  soc ia l  r e q u i rements  and the
demands of tech n o l ogical deve l o p m e n t , higher educa-
tion is being continu a l ly and effe c t ive ly dive rs i fied in
all European countries. This leads to the substitution
of eliminat o ry and negat ive selections by counselling
and guidance.

7. Th e re was ge n e ral agreement as to the conti-
nuing need to so improve  curricula as to allow for a
gre ater utilization of the results of educational re s e a r-
ch and the introduction for new methods. New mat e-
rials of learning and instruction we re also considere d
as crucial in fa c i l i t ating a 'ke eping ab reast '  of social
and tech n o l ogical deve l o p m e n t s .

8. In the view of European countri e s , higher edu-
c ation can be expanded and developed only by era d i-
c at ing at eve ry level o f education al l fa c t o rs of
inequality re l ating to ra c e, s ex , l a n g u age, re l i gi o n ,
political conv i c t i o n s , n ational or social ori gi n , e c o n o-
mic position or birt h , e s p e c i a l ly among wo rke rs and
p e a s a n t s .

The documents placed befo re the confe rence and
the re l a ted discussions have emphasized that wh i l e
e ffe c t ive action, in the fo rm of free admission, s ch o-
l a r ship and other financial assistance, and the cre a-
tion of good living and wo rking conditions (halls of
re s i d e n c e, re s t a u ra n t s , t ra n s p o rt , health serv i c e s , a n d
the provision of textbooks) are of gre at import a n c e,
the stru c t u re and content of education at eve ry leve l
still  remain paramount fa c t o rs in terms of access and
academic success.

In this contex t , i t  was felt that the educational sys-
tem should  effe c t ive ly  counterba lance fa c t o rs  o f
s o c i a l , c u l t u ral and economic inequality, p a rt i c u l a rly
those incurred by a pre m at u re choice of courses lea-
ding away from higher education and pro fe s s i o n a l
c a re e rs.  These measures should go hand in hand with
m o re indiv i d u a l i zed teach i n g, in order to place gui-
dance at the ve ry mainspring of academic progre s s .

9. The opinion was shared that education is desti-
ned to become a permanent process ap p l i c able to
e m p l oyed adults as well.  The possibility of fo l l ow i n g
or resuming studies without the sacri fice of pro fe s s i o-
nal activity was viewed as a powerful factor in demo-
c ra t i z at i o n , socia l mobi l ity, a d ap t ation  to  soc ia l
re q u i rements and for correcting socio-c u l t u ral inequa-
lities ex p e rienced in yo u t h .

It  was further  emphasized  that  continuing  educa-
t ion i s al so  a  fac tor  of major  impor tance  in econo-
mic  and soc ia l  development.  The  u t il iza tion  of  eve-
n ing and cor respondence cours e s , i n t e n s ive  short -
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t e rm programmes of technical training and of instru c-
tion via ra d i o , t e l evision and programmed instru c t i o n ,
is like ly to contri bute signifi c a n t ly to increased pro-
d u c t ivity by increasing the supply and dive r sity of
h i g h ly qualified manpowe r.

10. In discussing the re l a tionship between specia-
l i zed training and subsequent employ m e n t , i t  wa s
agreed that an unanticipated ch a n ge in occupat i o n a l
d i rection on the part of a substantial number of stu-
dents would  have impor tan t rep e rcussions  on
l o n g-ra n ge educational plans.

11. As a means of increasing the ex ch a n ge of
E u ropean students, Member States stressed the impor-
tance of a  system of  equiva lence of secondary
s ch o o l -l e aving cert i fi c a tes and of mutual re c og n i t i o n
of unive rsity degre e s .

F u rt h e r, s t u dy ab road was viewed as an effe c t ive
means of ove rcoming inequalities and of signifi c a n t ly
p romoting agreement and mutual understanding be t-
ween peoples.

12. Fi n a l ly, the confe rence unanimously re c og n i-
zed the need for both h European Member States and
Unesco to seek effe c t ive ways and means of encoura-
ging European co-o p e ration with respect to educat i o n
and especially higher education. In carrying out this
t a s k , the confe rence considered as desirable the adop-
tion of the fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n s , in the hope of
e n c o u raging co-o p e ration and educational progress in
E u ro p e, t h e reby contri buting to the cause of intern a-
tional understanding and peace.

GENERAL R E C O M M E N DATION 1

The confe re n c e

1. R e c o m m e n d s t h a t European Member States of
Unesco and the Orga n i z ation itself:

(a) consider ap p ro p ri ate ways and means of pro-
moting ac tivities designed to foster European co-o p e-
ration in the field of educa t i o n , and part i c u l a rly
higher educat i o n , taking into account the wo rk alre a-
dy carried out by va rious national and intern at i o n a l
gove rnmental  and non-gove rnmenta l o rga n i z at i o n s
and ex p e rt  meetings;

(b) develop the netwo rk of existing info rm at i o n
s e rvices to enable a systematic and wider ex ch a n ge of
ex p e riences re l ating to higher educat i o n ;

1 This General Recommendation is based on proposals contained
in draft re c o m m e n d ations 1, 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , 7 , 1 5 , 1 7 , 1 8 , 1 9 , 2 0 , 2 1 , 2 2 , 2 3 ,
2 4 , 2 5 , 2 7 , 28 and 29, submitted by the delegat ions of Po l a n d, S p a i n ,
R o m a n i a , U. S. S. R . , I reland Yu go s l av i a , Fe d e ra l Rep u blic of Germ a ny,
B e l gi u m , L u xe m b o u rg, N e t h e rl a n d s , United Kingdom, S w i t ze rl a n d,
H u n ga ry, Fra n c e , C ze ch o s l ova k i a , B u l ga ria and Au s t ri a .



(c ) stimu l ate educational re s e a rch in connex i o n
with pro blems concerning access to and future plan-
ning of higher educat i o n ;

2. R e c o m m e n d s , m o re ove r, to Unesco:

(a )  to  carry out , in  c lose co-o p e ra tion with
E u ropean Member Stat e s , and taking into account the
re l evant wo rk of intern ational orga n i z at i o n s , f u rt h e r
m e t h o d o l ogical studies and to fo rmu l ate re c o m m e n d a-
tions concerning the provision of intern at i o n a l ly com-
p a rable data and the standard i z ation of educat i o n a l
s t at i s t i c s , t e rm i n o l ogy and definitions on topics re l a-
ting to access to higher educat i o n ;

(b) to ex p l o re the possibility of making prov i s i o n
in the Orga n i z a tion's future programme for a furt h e r
C o n fe rence on Ministers of Education of Euro p e a n
Member Stat e s .

R E C O M M E N DATION A 1

The confe re n c e

l.  R e c o m m e n d s E u ropean  Member States of
U n e s c o :

(a) to undert a ke further re s e a rch into the educa-
tional process at the second level in re l ation to access
to higher educat i o n , with particular re fe rence to pro-
moting active co-o p e ration on the part of pare n t s ;

(b) to consider, in the light of national re q u i re-
ments and circ u m s t a n c e s , and according to the pro c e-
d u res of specific national legi s l at i o n , the elab o rat i o n
of an educational system providing for continu o u s
counselling and guidance and for the postponement of
d i ffe re n t i ation and narrow specialization as long as
p o s s i bl e ;

2. I nv i t e s Unesco to undert a ke a comparat ive study
of systems of diffe re n t i ation at the secondary leve l
with a view to ascertaining their re l at ive effe c t ive n e s s
in solving pro blems of access to higher educat i o n .

R E C O M M E N DATION B 2

The confe re n c e

R e c o m m e n d s t h at Unesco continue its studies and
wo rk in the sphere of the comparability and equiva l e n-
ce of mat ri c u l ation cert i fi c ates and higher educat i o n
diplomas and degre e s , for the purpose of prep a ring and
a d o p t i n g, in the near future, an intern ational instru-
ment on the equivalence of secondary school cert i fi-
c ates and unive rsity diplomas and degre e s , taking into
account the  existing intergove rnmental conve n t i o n s .

G e n e ral considerations and re c o m m e n d at i o n s

R E C O M M E N DATION C 3

The confe re n c e ;

1. I nv i t e s the European Member States of Unesco
to become part i e s , if  no t a l re a dy  such , to the
C o nvention aga ins t Discri m i n a t ion  in  Educa t i o n ,
wh i ch guarantees equally of educational opport u n i t y
for all without distinction of ra c e, c o l o u r, s ex , l a n-
g u age, re l i gi o n , political or any other opinion, n at i o-
nal or socia l ori gi n , economic position or birt h ;

2. R e c o m m e n d s t h a t European Member States of
U n e s c o , in order to widen access to higher educat i o n ,
examine the existing system of student we l fa re in
c o n s u l t ation with student orga n i z at i o n s , with a speci-
fic view to such measures as would abolish economic
o b s t a c les to education at both the secondary and
higher leve l s ; ,

3. R e c o m m e n d s t h at Unesco:

(a) undert a ke a comparat ive study of existing sys-
tems of admission in educational stru c t u res to higher
e d u c ational establ i s h m e n t s ;

(b) pursue detailed studies on such special topics
re l ating to access to education as the socio-e c o n o m i c
o ri gin of student, linguistic minori t i e s , and enro l m e n t
and wa s t age rat e s .

R E C O M M E N DATICIN D 4

1. R e c og n i z i n g the desirability for teach e rs to be
t rained in student guidance, and also that the prov i -
sion of guidance and counselling at all  stages of edu-
c ation be integrated with the ap p l i c ation of new tea-
ching methods and techniques and in particular indi-
v i d u a l i zed instru c t i o n ;

2. R e c o m m e n d s Unesco to orga n i ze in 1969 or 1970 a
E u ropean confe rence devoted to the pro blem of the moder-
n i z ation of higher educat i o n , with particular re fe rence to
the subject of guidance and counselling.

1 This re c o m m e n d ation is based on proposals contained in dra f t
re c o m m e n d ations l, l 0 , 16 and 28 submitted by the delegations of Po l a n d,
United Kingdom, S weden and Au s t ri a .

2 This re c o m m e n d ation is based on proposals contained in dra f t
re c o m m e n d ations 1, 7 , 20 and 22 submitted by the delegat ions of Po l a n d,
U. S. S. R . , H u n ga ry and Cze ch o s l ova k i a .

3 This re c o m m e n d ation is based on proposals contained in dra f t
re c o m m e n d ations 3, 7 , 8 , 9 , 1 3 , 1 4 , 16 and 20 submitted by the delega-
tions of Spain, U. S. S. R . , United Kingdom, S we d e n , H u n ga ry and Po l a n d.

4 This re c o m m e n d ation i s based on proposals contained in dra f t
re c o m m e n d ations 2, 3 , 6 , 10 and 12, submitted by the delegations of
Po l a n d, S p a i n , Romania and the United Kingdom. 
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R E C O M M E N DATION E 1

The confe re n c e

R e c o m m e n d s E u ropean Member States of Unesco:

(a) to maintain statistics of access to the va ri o u s
fo rms of higher education wh i ch classify sep a rat e ly
those students fo l l owing full-time courses and those
fo l l owing part-time or correspondence cours e s ;

(b) to find effe c t ive methods to provide those wh o
h ave not fo l l owed the regular path to higher educat i o n
with real possibilities for admission, by means of a
p o l i cy based more  on aptitude and factual know l e d ge
than of fo rmal re q u i re m e n t s ;

(c) to ensure the development of ge n e ral and vo c a -
tional education of adults who have not been able to
b e n e fit by the fo rmal scholastic system and to perm i t
t h e reby their access to higher education and a gre at e r
o p p o rtunity for social advancement; and, to this end,
to orga n i ze courses for adults on higher educat i o n
l eve l , equipped with adequate educa tional fa c i l i t i e s
and making full use of modern methods of instru c t i o n .

R E C O M M E N DATION F 2

The confe re n c e

I nv i t e s Unesco to continue its wo rk with rega rd to
e d u c ational planning in co-o p e ration with other com-
petent  in tern ational orga n i z at i o n s , wi th part i c u l a r
re fe rence to the fo l l ow i n g :

(a) the compilation and dissemination of info rm a-
tion on the elab o ration and implementation of educa-
tional plans in the European Member Stat e s ;

(b) the study of the re l ationship between the edu-
c ational specialization of students and their subse-
quent pro fessional employ m e n t ;

(c) the carrying out of detailed studies concern i n g
the training of skilled manpower at institutions of
higher education in re l ation to economic and socia l
d eve l o p m e n t , with special re fe rence to such analy t i c a l
studies as might improve the qualitat ive fo re c a s t i n g
of educational needs;

(d) further re s e a rch into the re l ationship be twe e n
e d u c ational investment and the gross national pro d -
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u c t , with re fe rence to the economic aspects of deve l o-
ping higher ,educat i o n ;

(e) the establishment of more detailed cri t e ria fo r
c o m p a rat ive studies of the distri bution of the student
p o p u l at i o n , with particula r re fe rence to wa s t age at all
l evels of educat i o n ;

( f)  ex a m i n at ion of the  cur rent  and pro j e c t e d
e ffects of economic, s c i e n t i fic and social ch a n ge on
e d u c ational systems, in order to determine ap p ro p ri a-
te measures to improve long-t e rm fo recasting tech-
niques used in the planning of higher educat i o n .

R E C O M M E N DATION G 3

The confe re n c e,

1. C o n s i d e ri n g t h at European Member States of
Unesco can make a major contri bu t i o n , e s p e c i a l ly
t h rough thei r ins titut ions of h igher educa t i o n , t o
assistance to the developing countri e s , with a view to
a dvancing the development of their educa tional and
c u l t u ral institutions,

2. I nv i t e s E u ropean Member States to encourage
their institutions of higher education to lay gre at e r
emphasis on studies concerning aid for deve l o p m e n t ,
and to adapt their ,existing facilities more effe c t ive ly
to the training of ex p e r ts cap able of assisting the
d eveloping countri e s ;

3. C o n s i d e ri n g t h at it  might prove adva n t age o u s
for the States concerned to ex ch a n ge the results of the
a c t ivities undert a ken to this end,

4. Is of the opinion t h at it  would be useful fo r
U n e s c o , on the basis of these ex ch a n ges of info rm a-
t i o n , to ex p l o re the possibility of orga n i z i n g, in the
near future, a consultation bearing on the training of
E u ropean ex p e rts and specialist personnel for  serv i c e
in the developing countri e s .

1 This re c o m m e n d ation is based on proposals in draft re c o m m e n d a-
tions 2, 6 , 8 , and 16 submitted by the delegations of Po l a n d, R o m a n i a ,
United Kingdom and Swe d e n .

2 This re c o m m e n d ation is based on the proposals contained in dra f t
re c o m m e n d ations 1, 5 , 6 , 8 , 9 , I S, 1 8 , 2 0 , 2 1 , 2 6 , 28 and 29 submitted by
the delegations of Po l a n d, Romania United Kingdom, I re l a n d, Yu go s l av i a ,
H u n ga ry, France Netherl a n d s , Au s t ria and Spain.

3 This re c o m m e n d ation is  submitted by the delegations of the
N e t h e rlands  and Yu go s l av i a , based on draft re c o m m e n d ations 17
( Yu go s l avia and 23 (Netherl a n d s ) .


