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( 1 1 )F rom 1989 to 1994, out of
ninety armed conflicts, only
four took the form of wars
between states; eighty-six
w e re internal conflicts
resulting from ethnic
d i ff e rences, territorial claims,
religious extremism or
nationalistic pre j u d i c e s .

( 1 2 )The United NationsÕ Agenda
for Peace (1992), the Wo r l d
Plan of Action on Education
for Human Rights and
Democracy (Montre a l ,
1993), the Declaration and
P rogramme of Action of the
World Conference on
Human Rights (Vi e n n a ,
1993), the United Nations
Year of Tolerance, 1995.

( 1 3 )Such as Afghanistan,
Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Burundi, Congo, ElS a l v a d o r,
Haiti, Mozambique,
Rwanda, etc.

( 1 4 )Forum for Education and
C u l t u re of Peace in
E l Salvador (1993), in
Brazzaville, Congo (1994), in
Bujumbura, Burundi (1994);
Regional Seminar on the
C u l t u re of Peace in
Khartoum, Sudan (1995).

( 1 5 )Learning: the Tr e a s u r e
Wi t h i n. Report to UNESCO
of the Intern a t i o n a l
Commission on Education
for the Twenty-first Century,
Jaques Delors et al.,
Paris, UNESCO, 1996.

The new multidisciplinary and intersectoral

p roject Towards a Culture of Peacel a u n-

ched in 1994, provides a framework for inte-

grated action in countries suffering the

e ffects of armed conflict.( 1 3 )

P rogrammes are pre p a red by a Forum for

Education and Culture of Peace,( 1 4 ) w h i c h

emphasizes educat ion, both formal and

non-formal, the reconstruction of  edu-

cation systems, training, especially for

peace-managers in conf l ict-managing

techniques, and the estab lishment of

UNESCO Chairs on Peace. Priority gro u p s

a re  re fugees and d isplaced persons,

demili tar ized sold iers  including chi ld-

soldiers, women and young people.

L e a rning to live together is one of the four

pillars of education proposed by the Delors

C o m m i s s i o n .( 1 5 )Developing an understand-

ing of others, of their history, their traditions

and their spirituality, would create a new

spirit which would induce people to im-

plement common projects and to manage

potential conflicts in a peaceful way.

A t t i y a I n a y a t u l l a h ( P a k i s t a n )
P resident of the Executive Board of UNESCO
f rom 1993 to 1995

We refer to a respect for cultural pluralism
in which cultural tolerance is not based
only on a passive acceptance of the right
of other cultural groups, including
minorities, but implies, further, an active
and empathetic knowledge of those
cultures resulting in mutual respect and
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

I n t e rnational Conference on Education, Geneva, 1994

Colin N. Power ( A u s t r a l i a )
Assistant Dir e c t o r -General for Education,
UNESCO, since 1989

In providing curricula and textbooks,
teaching methods and the actual
functioning of educational institutions to
strengthen citizenship, particularly in
societies in transition, UNESCOÕs aim is
to assist in effecting the transition, in
p e o p l e Õs lives and in their minds, from
formal democracy to democratic practice,
one of the essential dimensions of the
culture of peace.

Final Report of the European Conference on
Curriculum Development: Civic Education in Central

and Eastern Europe, Vienna, October 1995

Federico Mayor ( S p a i n )
D i re c t o r -General of UNESCO since 1987

The core problem is violence. Rather than
imposing by force, we must learn to
accept dialogue, to convince rather than
c o n q u e r. Violence must be rejected. The
crucial transition at the present time is
from the logic of force to the force of
reason - that is to say, from the culture of
war to the culture of peace.

Speech given at the Norwegian Nobel Institute,
Oslo, November 1995
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