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THE PRIVATE SECTOR

UNESCO has a long tradition of co-operation with private
foundations. The Rockefeller  Foundation and the Ford
Foundation were both instrumental in creating IIEP and
setting up the International Working Group on Education.
Many other foundations col laborate  with UNESCO,
espec ia ll y on issues of ear ly chi ldhood educat ion,
e n v i ronmental education, and human rights educat ion.

UN E S C O h a s  re ce n t l y  a l so  c o m m i t t ed  i t s e l f  to
establishing relat ionships with commercial enterprises
p re p a red to  fund deve lopment  projects in Member
States. This, for instance, is how it  came about that
Gateway Educational Products, an American company,
financed an international symposium on family l i teracy
and how IBM col laborates  in acti vi t ies l inked to the
educational application of new informat ion and commu-
nicat ion technologies.

THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM AND
I N T E R G O V E R N M E N TAL ORGANIZAT I O N S
UNESCO is part of the United Nations system, sharing its ideals
and its general goals. It maintains co-operative relationships of
various kinds with the other specialized agencies, funds and
p rogrammes. Dialogue and co-ordination are ensured within the
system through regular meetings of the heads of these agencies.

UNESCO is also involved in humanitarian aid operations carried
out under the aegis of the United Nations and is associated
with the action of the United Nations system as a whole in are a s
re g a rded by the international community as requiring priority
attention. The Organization is a key stakeholder in everything
which concerns education and in particular basic education
following the World Conference on Education for All (Jomtien,
Thailand, 1990); it has been recognized as the leader in all
educational activities comprised within the United Nations
Priority Africa Programme (1996); it has been designated as
the agency responsible for educational activities under Agenda
21, the programme adopted by the United Nations Confere n c e
on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janiero ;
it has always participated in the implementation of pro g r a m m e s
p roposed by world conferences on women, the fourth of which
was held recently in Beijing (China, 1995). One of the six agen-
cies in the system participating in the United Nations
P rogramme on A I D S (UNAIDS), UNESCO is developing its
worldwide information and educational activities to help pre v e n t
the spread of this epidemic.

Co-operation with funding agencies within the United Nations
system and with bilateral development aid agencies is
p resented within the framework of operational action.

UNESCO also continues to consult and co-operate with some
140 intergovernmental, interregional, regional and sub-re g i o n a l
organizations outside the United Nations system. With them,
UNESCO carries out joint projects or holds consultations on
questions of mutual interest and exchanges information and
d o c u m e n t a t i o n .

Information
highways

in the service of
education

U N E S C O Õs Intern e t
Web fo r edu-
cat ion is open to
NGOs; it contains
to date the equiv-
al en t  o f  ar ou nd
3,000 million infor-
mation symbols. It
has been set up
with the support of
IBM and the Uni-
versity of Nebraska.

Example of  co-operation with the private sector
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U N E S C O ’s PARTNERS

UNESCO AND ITS PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

UNESCO IN THE WORLD

MEMBER STATES OF UNESCO

I N T E R N ATIONAL PA RTNERS 

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES

• Ministries of Education
• Educational institutions, Universities
• Research Centres
• The media
• Bilateral co-operation agencies
• Others

• Regional/Subregional bilateral
programmes/projects

• Innovation networks, other networks

NON-GOVERNMENTAL BODIES

• Educational institutions, Universities
• Research centres
• The media
• Business
• Foundations
• Others

• Co-operation projects
• Networks, exchanges

INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
• Interregional • Regional 
• Regional development
• Subregional banks
• Others

THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM
• THE UNITED NATIONS

Regional commissions
• ECA • ECLAC • ESCWA
• ECE • ESCAP

Programmes, funds and other bodies
• UNDP • UNICEF • UNHCR
• UNEP • WFP • UNRWA
• UNFPA • UNDCP • UNU

• Others

Specialized agencies
• ILO • World • ITU
• FAO Bank • WMO
• WHO • UNIDO • WIPO
• IAEA • Others

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
• Interregional
• Regional
• Subregional
• Others

FOUNDATIONS, OTHER BODIES

PRIVATE SECTOR

G O V E R N M E N TA L N O N - G O V E R N M E N TA L

National Commissions

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN MEMBER STATES

UNESCO MEMBER STAT E S

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
CO-OPERATING WITH UNESCO IN EDUCATION
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