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UNESCOOS REGIONAL STRATEGIES AND ACTION

in 1991, by drawing up a specific programme for the
region, the OPriority: Africa Programme®. The experience
gained with this programme has enabled the Organization
to become lead agency in three of the twenty areas for
priority action provided for under the United Nations
System-Wide Initiative for Africa launched in March 1996,
namely basic education, information technology for devel-
opment and communications for peace-building.

Following an agreement reached in 1993 at the New Delhi
Summit on the theme of education for all, attended by
nine high-population developing countries, UNESCO is
encouraging these countries (Bangladesh, Brazil, China,
Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria and Pakistan) to
engage in closer direct technical co-operation and dialogue
on measures to be taken. What we have here is not, there-
fore, a regional programme but transregional co-operation,
based on a similarity of problems to be solved rather than
on membership of a particular geographical aza.

Meanwhile UNESCO Offices have evolved along multi-
disciplinary lines, an example being the Regional Office for
Education in Asia and the Pacific, which has become the
Principal Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, and the
number of field units has grown (sixty-nine on five con-
tinents in May 1997) with the aim of better ensuring
UNESCO®&presence at the service of its Member States.
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