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C O - O P E R ATION FOR DEVELOPMENT

LŽopold SŽdar
Senghor
Author and poet, Pr e s i d e n t
of the Republic of Senegal
f rom 1960 to 1980

Solidarity should arise
s p o n t a n e o u s l y, and take
its strength from literacy.
Teaching is usually

organized in groups, and this establishes
lasting ties, both sentimental and social.

Letters of Life, Nathan/UNESCO, 1991

Nelson Mandela
President of the Republic of
South Africa since 1994

Education is the great
engine of personal
d e v e l o p m e n t . It is through
education that the
daughter of the peasant
can become a doctor,

that the son of a mine worker can become the
head of the mine, that a child of farmworkers
can become the president of a great nation.

1996

Henri Lopes (Rep. of Congo)
Deputy Dir e c t o r -General for Africa, UNESCO

One of the outstanding projects which laid the
foundations of UNESCOÕs reputation in Africa
was without a doubt that of the ƒcoles
normales supŽrieures. Through them, the
African Member States, who found themselves
without any secondary-school teachers on the
dawn of their independence, were very quickly
and in the best possible conditions able to
make good the promises they had made when
leading their citizens to independence. Many of
the teachers trained in these teacher- t r a i n i n g
colleges now form the backbone of political
decision-making in the nations of Africa.
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PARENTS: PA RTNERS OF THE PUBLIC AUTHORITIES
In January 1995, on the initiative of the Congolese Pare n t - Teacher Association, the parent-teacher associations of four-
teen French-speaking countries of sub-Saharan Africa, with the support of UNESCO and the French Ministry of Co-
operation, established the African Pare n t - Teacher Federation (FAPE), which intends to make its voice heard with re g a r d
to the difficulties confronting African schools.
Ô FAPE calls upon national associations to undertake what it considers to be priority action for the enhancement of the
quality of education: strict observance of the dates set for the beginning of the school year, reduction of absenteeism
and school closures, etc. FAPE also urges national associations to take long-term action to improve the school en-
v i ronment by arranging, in collaboration with local and community leaders, for school libraries and study premises, and
by taking initiatives to help children with their school work through support and mutual assistance activities. F A P E Õs ulti-
mate aim is to provide all children with the physical conditions that will enable them, outside of regular school hours, to
read, write, study and do their homework for an average of four to six hours per week, or 200 to 300 hours per year . Õ

Martin Itoua, President of FAPE, 1996.
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PROJECT BEGINS

In response to a request fro m
the Government, a UNESCO
expert visited Liberia last
summer at the same time as
re p resentatives of the Wo r l d
Health Organization, in ord e r
to carry out consultations and
to draw up plans for technical
assistance. On 14 August
1950, the Liberian G o v e rn -
ment signed an agreem e n t
with UNESCO pro v i d i n g
for sending eight experts
on education (anthro p o l o g y
and educational psychology,
and fundamental education
and science Ð m a t h e m a t i c s ,
c h e m i s t r y, physics, and bio-
logy) during the first year of 
the planÕs application. Dr J.
Jablow (United States of
America), who is the head of
the mission, will arrive in
Liberia in April. This project is
being carried out in collabora-
tion with WHO. All the experts
will be in Liberia by the spring
of 1951.

6th Report of the
Director-General

And, five years later

The first graduates of the Klay
Basic Education Centre in July
1955. The Centre trains rural
workers who, in turn, will cr e a t e
other similar schools thro u g h -
out Liberia.
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