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(10) These activities included: rural
development, health and
nutrition, education and work,
non-formal and alternative
education structures,
educational technology, joint
research projects,
experimental educational
development projects, etc.

(11) Chiefly, UNDP, AsDB, bilateral
assistance (Australia, China,
India, the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Japan, New Zealand,
Republic of Korea, Thailand,
for a total amount of $2 billion
between 1974 and 1987).

(12) Regional Convention on the
Recognition of Studies,
Diplomas and Degrees in
Higher Education in Asia and
the Pacific, ratified by fifteen
Member States by late 1995.

(13) More than two-thirds of the
worldOs 950 million illiterates
live in Asia.

(14) National co-ordination
committees have been set up
in twenty-three Member
States.

subject of an intersectoral appoach.(10
A unit of the Regional Office acted as
the executing agency and was espon-
sible for co-ordinating pogrammes
with the funding sources.(1) Twenty
years later, the thirty-seven associated
centres in eight Member States had
developed into a network encompas-
sing 200 centres in twenty-nine states.
The result was an original form of co-
operation among Asian Member States
b South-South co-operation based on
solidarity, reciprocity and participation.

A separate co-operation network was
set up for higher education. After ten
years, the regional co-operation
network for higher education for devel-
opment, established in 1982, had a
membership of over 110 higher edu-
cation institutions. One of its first
achievements was the 1983 Regional
Convention on the Recognition of
Studies, Diplomas and Degees.(!2 The

purpose of the network is to promote

distance education, lesource manage-

ment and greater participation by
women, and to place higher education
at the service of development.

The persistence of illiteracy in the
region 3 prompted the creation of a
new programme of education for all,
APPEAL, which is primarily concemed

with the very large numbers of illi-
terate adults, and with children and
adolescents excluded from formal
education.(14

India: Bombay, June 1959, a literacy course for adults.

Prize of the
President of
the Japanese
National
Commission
for UNESCO
and the Nikon
prize.

Teaching my grandma to read
by Liu Wan Tian, China.

New technologies.
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RenZ Maheu (France)
Director-General of UNESCO from 1962 to 1974

If we think back to the Tokyo meeting, and
still more to the Karachi meeting three years
earlier, there can be no doubt at all that in
six years we have acquired a far better
knowledge of the problems involved and
the methods whereby they may be solved.

Closing Speech to the MINEDAP Il Conference,
Bangkok, 1965

Mom Luang Pin Malakul
Minister of Education of Thailand from 1957 to 1963

Education itself is a big task anywhere. In
Asia, it is a tremendous one, because itis a
region of vast proportion and population.

Closing Speech to MINEDAP I, Bangkok, 1965,
presided by Mr Pin Malakul

Indira Gandhi

Prime Minister of Indig from 1966 to 1977,

member of UNESCOOs Executive Board fr om

1960 to 1964

With each step forward, the dangers pile up and
UNESCO$task can only become even more
overwhelming. Dday, where the notion of speed
constantly evolves, time is short. We must act
quickly The humblest man in the humblest
home must be reached and defended, because
peace is his basic need, his daily bread.

Message addressed to UNESCO on the occasion of
the Twentieth Anniversary, 1966

Amadou-Mahtar MOBow (Senegal)
Director -General of UNESCO from 1974 to 1987
With 61.4% of the worldOs population, the
region of Asia and Oceania is the most highly
populated region on earth. Nor must we
forget the youthful nature of this population.
The problems that arise in the matter of
education are therefore enormous.

Speech to MINEDAP |V, Colombo, 1978




The World Conference on Education for All, held in Jomtien in Thailand in 1990, gave a new lease of
life to the development of education in Asia. Provision has been made for the establishment of a
regional consultation mechanism on education in the Asia and the Pacific region.

(15) The Healthy Village,
UNESCO, 1951.

mm 1993

« Sixth Regional Conference
(MINEDAP VI, Kuala
Lumpur) CO-OPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT

« Education for All, Summit
of Nine High-Population

Countries, New Delhi . .
Countries | International Education Projects
concerned financing ® Terminated On-going
45 306 976 105
mm 1994
(*¥) Cumulative, in millions of current

= Inauguration of the
International Research
and Training Centre for
Rural Development in
Boading, Hebei Province,
China

« Pilot project
‘Temple Learning Centre’,
Cambodia, financed by
the UNESCO Associations
and Clubs in Japan

mm 1995

International Conference on
‘Partnership in Teacher
Development for a New
Asia’, Bangkok

m 1996

Second international
UNESCO/ACEID Conference,
‘Re-engineering Education
for Change: Educational
Innovation for
Development’, Bangkok

SOME EXAMPLES

1946
SCIENTIFIC CO-OPERATION
IN CHINA

In 1946 the Preparatory Commission
creating UNESCO proposed the setting up
of field science co-operation offices to
maintain more effective contact between
the scientists and technologists in those
parts of the world remote from the main
centres of research and development and
their colleagues at these centres. This
proposal was later endorsed and autho-
rized by both the First and Second
Sessions of UNESCO'’s General Conference.

Since UNRRA came to an end in China,
the East Asia P.S.C.O. has taken over the
responsibility of ensuring that engineering
equipment to the value of about two
million dollars reaches the various
colleges and universities for which it had
been bought by UNRRA.

dollars (not re-evaluated) utilized
for the implementation of projects
involving UNESCO.

1949 - 1950
TECHNOLOGIES
IN THE SERVICE OF EDUCATION IN CHINA

A pilot project in China was based in Szechuan, run by an ex-
missionary, Hubbard, assisted by the Canadian artist, Norman
McLaren, who is still remembered today for his pioneering work in
cinema. The project was intended to bring adult education of a
practical nature to the peasants living in villages of a given zone;
young teachers travelled about, giving talks on health topics, food
and farming problems, their main arm being filmstrip projectors. To
prepare the strips, McLaren and a local team of artists worked by
hand - they had no cameras or such-like sophisticated equipment.
Hubbard had obtained, free, from a closing U.S. airforce base a vast
quantity of exposed film. McLaren would cut off an appropriate
length, etch on the black emulsion frame after frame of pictures to tell
the story of, say, how to combat the malarial mosquito.(15) His
assistants copied this to produce a dozen more, and then McLaren
and a few of the gifted artists went over the black-and-white strips to
colour each frame. With these materials the lecturers would hold their
classes at dusk in each village, their projectors fed from the batteries
of their jeeps or small vans.| drafted in Avenue Kléber the booklet
telling this story, and a full collection of the splendid strips was
dutifully deposited in our archives. To conclude, the project was
closed when the advancing People’s Army reached the region, but
we heard that Hubbard was then invited by the Government in Beijing

to continue his work with the Ministry of Agriculture. .
Leo Fernig
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Cinema without a camera

Norman McLaren
at work.
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NEPAL

THE ‘SETI"’ PROJECT, OR EDUCATION FOR
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Since joining UNESCO in 1953, Nepal has co-operated with
UNESCO in over 200 educational activities — including the
very successful ‘SETI’ project on Education for Rural
Development. The villages of the SETI zone can only be
reached by foot and are rarely visited. Food was limited, clean
water rare, hygiene minimal, health care practically unavail-
able and education
inadequate, es-
pecially for girls. The
Seti project was set
up to help the villa-
gers improve the
quality of their lives.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

This project aims to promote primary education for all, with
particular attention to young girls and disadvantaged
groups, and to
develop technical
and vocational train-
ing, non-formal
education and the
application of new
communication
technologies to
education.

PAKISTAN

NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EQUIPMENT
CENTRE (NEEC)

Supported by UNESCO, the National Edu-
cational Equipment Centre (NEEC) was estab-
lished in 1964, with its headquarters at Lahore.
It is an autonomous organization administered
by an independent board of Governors headed
by the Federal Education Secretary. The main
function of the Centre is to meet the increased
demand for basic equipment and apparatus.
The revision of curricula and increased
emphasis on the new methods of instruction
necessitated massive use of low-cost teaching
materials in the classroom. NEEC was assigned
the task of meeting this challenge.

First level.

-

Second level. I——— *

TO KNOW MORE (see also CD-ROM, Vol. |)

m Education for Development - Challenges: Dilemmas. 10th anniversary lectures. UNESCO/ PROAP,
1985 (Asia and the Pacific Programme of Educational Innovation for Development). (English)

= Regional Seminar on Community Support for Education and Participation in Educational Management.
Bali, Indonesia, 30 October-4 November 1989. Report. UNESCO/PROAP, 1991. (English)

= Education for the Twenty-first Century: Asia-Pacific Perspectives. Raja Roy Singh. UNESCO/PROAP,
1991 (Asia and the Pacific Programme of Educational Innovation for Development). (English)

= Funding for Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific. Strategies to Increase Cost Efficiency and
Attract Additional Financial Support. Grant Harman and M. Selim. UNESCO/PROAP, 1991. (English)

= Quality in Education: Some Issues for Schools and their Communities. A Concept Paper.
M. Robson and R. Matthews. UNESCO/ PROAP, 1995. (English)

m Education and Human Resources Sector Analysis. A Training Manual. UNESCO/PROAP, 1996. (English)

= Partnerships in Teacher Development for a New Asia. Report of an International Conference,
Bangkok, 6-8 December, 1995. Bangkok, UNESCO/ACEID/UNICEF, 1996. (English)
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Colin N. Power (Australia)

Assistant Director-General for Education,
UNESCO, since 1989

Can anyone justifiably say that Education
has mastered the communication
technology so that its message can unravel
the mysteries of learning to the teeming
millions of illiterates — of whom 75 per cent
are women and girls — in this region?

Closing Address, MINEDAP VI, Kuala Lumpur, 1993

Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao

Prime Minister of India from 1991 to May 1996
Education for all is not a mere question of
literacy. It is an empowerment of people.

Closing Session, Education For All Summit of Nine
High-Population Countries, New Delhi, 1993

Victor Ordofiez (Philippines)
Director, UNESCO Office, Bangkok, since 1995
No matter how many places there are,
unless the community is mobilised to
appreciate the value of schooling, more
teachers and more classrooms will not
necessarily lead to greater access.

Ministerial Review Meeting, Nine High-Population
Countries, Jakarta-Bali, 1995

President Suharto (Indonesia)

The role of government to make education
a success is indeed necessary. But how
education is implemented in the field is for a
greater part determined by the awareness
of every member of society.

Ministerial Review Meeting, Nine High-Population
Countries, Jakarta-Bali, 1995




