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( 1 0 )UNEDBAS headquarters
w e re transferred to Paris in
1981, then to Amman fro m
1987 to 1995.

( 1 1 )Identification of Materials
and Equipment with a Vi e w
to their Production in the
Arab States: Description and
Analyses of Products.
AFESD, ALECSO, UNESCO,
1 9 8 5 .

( 1 2 )In 1993, new themes of
pertinence for education in
the twenty-first century were
added education for
democracy and human rights
as well as information
technology and
documentation services.

( 1 3 )Egypt, Jordan, Moro c c o ,
Sudan, Syrian Arab
Republic, Tunisia, Ye m e n .

MODERNIZATION AND INNOVATION

E fforts to modernize the education system accompanied those which sought to constantly adapt

formal and non-formal education to economic and social change. The journal published by the

Regional Office for Education, UNEDBAS, which since 1973 has grouped together in Beirut( 1 0 )

all the educational services in the region, is called, symbolically, LÕŽducation nouvelle( p u b l i s h e d

in French and Arabic). As of the 1970s, ministers in the region advocated the use of modern

communication technologies. In response, UNESCO pre p a red studies on the educational and

cultural use of the ARABSAT Satellite, and a study on a Palestinian Open University, which would

be the first in the region. In the mid-1980s, in conjunction with AFESD and ALECSO, the

Organization studied the feasibility of setting up educational industries in the Arab States.(11 ) T h i s

was followed by a regional project to introduce information technology into higher secondary edu-

cation and teacher training. The network of Educational Innovation for Development (EIPDAS),

launched in 1979, became operational in 1984 thanks to the contribution of Kuwait where the

c o - o rdination unit was then installed. EIPDAS provides a common framework for the innovative

e fforts of nearly 170 educational institutions, several of which are at sub-regional or regional levels.

A reas of interest initially chosen mainly concerned the structure and content of secondary edu-

cation, methods of self-instruction, modernization of management, training technical staff and

special education.( 1 2 ) UNEDBAS also organizes population education activities in several

countries, in co-operation with UNFPA .( 1 3 )

His Royal
Highness Hassan I I
King of Morocco

To succeed in this task
[training education
specialists], we shall,
once again, have need
of one another; there are

very few Arab States capable of creating for
their own exclusive use, all the institutes
they need to train all these qualified people,
some of whom must be highly specialized.
Here again, collaboration on a regional
basis would simplify our tasks and vastly
increase our chances of success.

Message to MINEDARAB III, Marrakech, 1970

Mohi El Dine Saber
(Sudan)
Director-General of ALECSO
from 1976 to 1988

I should like to affirm
here, out of a firm
belief in the
importance of
i n t e r n a t i o n a l

co-operation in this age of the United
Nations, that a strong UNESCO means
a strong ALECSO, that a strong
ALECSO in turn strengthens UNESCO,
that they complement and support each
o t h e r, and that the increasing
requirements of the region in the
spheres of operation of both
Organizations make their combined
efforts more than necessary.

Opening Address to MINEDARAB IV,
Abu Dhabi, 1977

UNESCO IN THE ARAB STATES

UNESCO IN THE WORLD



LITERACY IN ARAB STATES

■1981
Regional Conference
of Ministers responsible
for Higher Education,
Algiers

■1989
ARABUPEAL launched

■1991
Assistance in
reconstructing educational
facilities in Kuwait and
Lebanon

■1992
Regional Meeting
on Educational Policies
in the Arab Region,
Cairo

■1994
Establishment of a UNESCO
Chair on Human Rights
and Democracy at
Al-Bayt University, Jord a n

■1995
Regional symposium
of policy-makers in
technical and vocational
education in the
Arab States, Tunis

OBJECTIVE 2000:
GENERALIZE AND RENEW PRIMARY EDUCATION,
ERADICATE ILLITERACY

Replicating the early activities of UNESCO in the region, the ARABUPEAL Programme launched in 1989 –

and which met with new impetus after Jomtien – accentuates primary education and literacy within the context

of lifelong education.( 1 4 ) The programme is above all aimed at school-age children who have had no access

to education or who have dropped out of school, unemployed young people lacking professional and

technical qualifications, and illiterate adults and youth. UNESCO supports the initiative of Member States

to set in place national plans to develop basic education, to mobilize re s o u rces and facilitate the access of

girls and women to education.

( 1 4 ) Egypt belongs to the gro u p
of Nine High-population
Countries committed to the
universalization of primary
education and the
eradication of illiteracy.
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GROSS ENROLMENT RATIOS
by level of education
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Millions of adults
I l l i t e r a t e sL i t e r a t e s

In brackets, percentage of women enrolment against total enrolment
p e r c e n t a g e .

Literacy Rates

I n c rease at regional level
of public expenditure for
education as perc e n t a g e
of GNP:

1960      4.8

1965      4.9

1970      4.9

1975      4.1

1980      4.1

1985      5.8

1990      5.2

1993      5.8
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C O - O P E R ATION FOR DEVELOPMENT

Hussein Kamel
Bahaa El-Din
Minister of Education of
Egypt since 1991

We believe that
education is the pivot of
our national security
taken in an overall

meaning that covers our economy, our
politics, our civilizational role and our
domestic stability. In a nutshell, it is our
path towards prosperity.

Address to the Education for All Summit of Nine
High-population Countries, New Delhi, 1993

Abdul Aziz Othman Al-Twaijri
(Saudi Arabia)
Director-General of ISESCO since 1991

The democracy of education [...] is one of
the foundations of Islamic civilization, since
education in Islam is both a right and a
duty. It is a requirement for both individuals
and society. Hence the importance of
eliminating obstacles to the democracy of
education which, stated clearly, means
acceptance of the principle of participation.

Opening Address to MINEDARAB V, Cairo, 1994

Federico Mayor (Spain)
Director-General of UNESCO since 1987

Our schools must be revered places of
learning and none of their lessons are more
to be valued than those that teach the
wisdom and virtues of peace and the follies
and vices of war.

Address to MINEDARAB V, Cairo, 1994
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TO KNOW MORE (see also CD-ROM, Vol. I)

1996
Visit of Colin N. Power, Assistant Director-General

for Education, to Mus’ab Ibn Umair Elementary
School for Girls, Gaza (renovated through funds-in-

trust from Saudi Arabia and UNESCO),
January 1996.

1946
UNESCO’s Director-General, Jaime Torres Bodet,
visits a ‘class under canvas’. The school, in Gaza,
is one set up by UNESCO for young refugees.

Countries
concerned

International
financing (*)

Terminated On-going

5757119321

Education Projects 1946-1996

■ Meeting of Senior Officials Responsible for Education in the Arab States. Amman, 22-26 June
1987. Final Report. Paris, UNESCO, 1987. (Arabic, English, French)

■ Fundamentals and Methods for Rural Development in Arab Countries. Salah Yacoub and Issam
Al-Zawawi. Amman, UNESCO/UNEDBAS, 1990. (Arabic)

■ Literacy in the Arab world: Present Situation and Future Development. Saeed Ismail Ali. Amman,
UNESCO/UNEDBAS. 1991. (Arabic)

■ The Role of the School in the Development of Local Communities. UNESCO/UNEDBAS, 1993.
( A r a b i c )

■ ARABUPEAL. Second Session. Final Report. UNESCO/UNEDBAS, 1994. (Arabic, English, French)
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(*) Cumulative, in mill ions of curre n t
dollars (not re-evaluated) utilized
for the implementation of projects
involving UNESCO.


