
n 1981
World Conference on
Actions and Strategies for
Education, Prevention and
Integration, Torremolinos,
Spain

n 1981-1988
UNESCO National
CommissionsÕ joint study
programme

n 1990
The UNESCO ÔChildren of
ChernobylÕ Project
launched

n 1991
¥ Regional Consultation

Meeting on Co-operation
for Reinforcing and
Developing Education in
Europe, Paris

¥ CORDEE launched

n 1992
¥ Implementing the

Programme for Central
and Eastern European
Development (PROCEED)

¥ International Conference
on Academic Freedoms
and University Autonomy,
organized by CEPES in
Sinaia, Romania

CODIESEE imp lements s tud i es

con duc te d  by  i t s  tw en t y- f our

member re s e a rch inst i tu tes. The

p rog r amme ,  ag reed  u pon  by

common accord, addresses the ro l e

of re s e a rch and development in

i n n o v a t i o n .( 1 9 ) In addition to its publi-

cations, CODIESEE also organizes

study tours for re s e a rchers fro m

national institutes.

Noting the changes having taken

place in Europe since 1989, a new

initiative ÐC O R D EE ( C o - o p e r a t i o n

for Reinforcing the Development of

Education in Euro p e ) Ð was launched

in 1991. CORDEE offers Euro p e a n

Institutes of Education, especially

those in Central and Eastern Euro p e ,

a harmonious framework for action,

particularly in respect of the devel-

opment of civic education.( 2 0 ) T h e

Institute of Educational Sciences in

B u c h a rest publishes a CORDEE

n e w s l e t t e r.

C O N S O L I D ATE DEMOCRACY:
ACTION TO AID COUNTRIES IN TRANSITION

In the 1990s, as at the end of the 1940s, UNESCO is committed to the reconstruction and consoli-

dation of peace and democracy in Europe. An interdisciplinary Programme for Central and Eastern

E u ropean Development (PROCEED), launched in 1992, focuses on adapting UNESCOÕs activities to

situations specific to newly independent countries and to countries in transition in the re g i o n .( 2 1 )

E fforts are directed towards restoring and consolidating democracy and the respect of human rights.

In edu-cation, emphasis is placed on the evaluation and reconstruction of educational systems, the

reform of higher education and teacher training, and technical and vocational training,( 2 2 ) as well as

on the modernization of curricula and teaching methods. In co-operation with the United Nations

(UNPROFOR), UNESCO assists in the education of refugees in the former Yugoslavian countries.

(19) Four main themes were
retained: exchange of
information on innovations,
lifelong education, education
and work, and new
t e c h n o l o g i e s .

(20) In 1995, the theme of a
meeting of CORDEE in
Vienna was civic education
in Central and Eastern
E u ro p e .

(21) A section of the Wo r l d
Education Report, 1993 is
devoted to the situation in
countries in transition in
E a s t e rn Europe and the
former Soviet Union.

(22) In 1995, within the
framework of UNEVOC, a
seminar was organized in
Toulouse (France) on
technical education and
vocational training in
countries in a state of
t r a n s i t i o n .
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LEARNING THROUGH GAMES . . .
AND NEW TECHNOLOGIES

N e w
t e c h n o l o g i e s ,
even at
p r i m a r y
s c h o o l .

in France

in the
Russian

Federation
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Ingrid Eide
Sociologist, former Deputy Minister of Education
of Norway

New learning contexts are being
created or rediscovered, with the
traditional school, though dominant, as
only one of many possible forms. [ . . . ]
The fact that learning takes place in all
areas, and that they are actually
interdependent and interact, has been
frequently overlooked.

‘Thoughts on the democratization of education in
E u rope’, P r o s p e c t s, Vol. XII, No. 1, 1982 

Torsten Husén ( S w e d e n )
Chairman of the Governing Board of IIEP fro m
1970 to 1980

Over the next couple of decades, when
the formal educational system can be
expected to operate under the auspices
of austerity [...] a more realistic frame of
mind would be called for with regard to
expectations about what education can
achieve. More realism is also called for
in looking at education as an equalizer
of life-changes and in expecting it to be
a panacea for problems essentially
social and economic by nature.

P resent Trends in Education, P r o s p e c t s, Vol. XII,
No. 1, 1982 

C h r i s t o ffer Ta x e l l
Minister of Education of Finland from 1987 to
1990. President of MINEDEUROPE IV

There was a new concentration on the
environment [...] all discussion
concerning the environment was
eventually dominated by a merging of
the humanistic and technological
aspects of education.

Speech to MINEDEUROPE IV, Paris, September 1988

UNESCO IN EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA

PROCEED
Programme for Central and Eastern

European Development

PROCEED is an interdisciplinary programme co-
o rdinating UNESCO’s activities in Central and
E a s t e rn Europe and in the newly independent
states of the former Soviet Union. Launched in
1992, the programme covers all UNESCO’s main
fields of competence. PROCEED’s coord i n a t i o n
e fforts focus on the priority needs of the region and
its sub-regions, in particular the re - e s t a b l i s h m e n t
and consolidation of democracy; pluralism in
beliefs, attitudes, and institutions; the expre s s i o n
of identity and the protection of minorities and
human rights; and human re s o u rces development.

Educational activities in given
countries focus on the re c o n-
struction of the education
system and policy advice, the
reform of higher education

an d teacher-
t r a i n i n g ,
s e c o n d a r y
techn ica l  an d
vocational educ a-
t i o n, the re n e w a l
of curricula and
teaching methods,
a nd  edu cat io n
for specific targ e t
g ro u p s.

UNESCO-CHERNOBYL
PROGRAMME

Main activities in education

The UNESCO-Chernobyl programme was
launched to mitigate the consequences of the
C h e rnobyl accident which occurred in 1986. It
combines activities to meet the priority curative,
and long-term economic and social develop-
ment needs of the concerned Member States.

The programme has pro c u red appro x i m a t e l y
$6 million worth of extra-budgetary funds and
donated goods and services, and is undertaking
c u r rently more than twenty-five development
co-operation projects in Belarus, the Russian
Federation and Ukraine, with the participation
of public and private entities and individuals –
many of them volunteers – from more than
fifteen countries.

Major activities include the training of six
teacher trainers in the specialized languages of
such disciplines as ecology and radio-biology;
the supply of educational equipment for schools
built to receive children displaced by the acci-
dent, and of special equipment to re s e a rch insti-
tutions and clinics (the latter in co-operation
with Canada and the European Union); the d e v e-
loping of teaching material in co-operation
with an eleven-country UNESCO Associated
Schools Project network on ‘Energ y, develop-
ment and the environment’; the opening of nine
psychological rehabilitation community centre s
($1.2 million), and the training of 140 teachers
in the counselling of child victims.

The International Conference on Academic Fre e d o m
and University Autonomy organized by CEPES in
Sinaia, Romania (1992) urged UNESCO to pre p a re
an international instrument for the protection and
promotion of these values.

Providing materials for education and sport to the Gomel
Orphanage (UNESCO-Chernobyl programme).

UNESCO IN THE WORLD



■Since 1993
Aid and rehabilitation
programmes in former
Yugoslavia

■1994
• ‘Save the Baltic’ project

launched

• World Conference on
Special Needs Education,
Salamanca, Spain

■1995
European Conference on
Curriculum Development:
Civic education in Central
and Eastern Europe, Vienna

■1997
There are fifty Member
States in the Europe region
within UNESCO

LITERACY IN EUROPE

Years
Millions of adults

Literates

Literacy rates
Men/Women

Illiterates

91.0

94.2

96.2

98.1 98.6 99.0

80.3

84.2

89.1

91.8

97.3
98.0

Literacy rates

C o n f e rence on Curriculum
Development: Civic

Education in Central and
E a s t e rn Europe, Vi e n n a ,

1 9 9 5 .

Speech by Elisabeth Gehre r,
Minister of Education and

Cultural Affairs, Austria.
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Men
Women

I l l i t e r a t e sL i t e r a t e s
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C O - O P E R ATION FOR DEVELOPMENT

G e r a rd Hinteregger ( G e r m a n y )
Executive Secretary of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Euro p e

Ours is an era of rapid technological
change and development, and
there is perhaps no better example of
this than the new information and
telecommunication technologies.

A d d ress to MINEDEUROPE IV,
Paris, September 1988

Colin N. Power ( A u s t r a l i a )
Assistant Dire c t o r-General for Education,
UNESCO, since 1989

In many respects the dramatic changes
underway in their education systems are
not unlike the changes and the challenges
which faced Europe as a whole in 1946.
The process going on in education raises
some fundamental questions which are
important for all European countries, East
and West, North and South.

Opening Address to the Regional Consultation
Meeting on Co-operation for Reinforcing the

Development of Education in Euro p e ,
Paris, February 1991

Elisabeth Gehre r
Minister of Education and Cultural Affairs of
Austria since 1995

Civic education is a condition both for the
personal development of the individual and
for the development of society as a whole.
In our understanding, civic education
needs to communicate values such as
human rights, democracy, liberty, equality,
e q u i t y, and peace. Civic education refers
to the understanding of political, cultural
and economic life. At the same time
it aims to encourage individual social
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y.

Opening Address to the European Conference on
Curriculum Development: Civic Education in Central

and Eastern Europe, Vienna, October 1995

TO KNOW MORE (see also CD-ROM, Vol. I)

■ Prospects and Tasks of Educational Development in Europe at the Dawn of a New Millenium. Fourth
Conference of Ministers of Education of Member States of the Europe Region, Paris, 21-27
September 1988. (English, French)

■ A New Meaning for Education: Looking at the Europe Region. Paris, UNESCO, 1990. (Educational
studies and documents, New Series, 58). (English, French)

■ The Open Door: Pan-European Academic Co-operation: An Analysis and a Proposal. Denis Kallen
and Guy Neave. Bucharest, UNESCO/CEPES, 1991. (English, French) 

■ Pluralistic Education in Western Europe on the Threshold of 1993. Egle Becchi, Prospects, Vol. XXII,
No. 2. Paris, UNESCO, 1992. (Arabic, English, French, Spanish) 

■ Curriculum Development : Civic Education in Central and Eastern Europe. European conference,
Vienna, 12-14 October 1995. Final report. Vienna, UNESCO/Austrian Ministry of Education and
Cultural Affairs, 1996. (English) 

■ Reinforcing Partnerships and Co-operation for the Development of Education in Europe.
UNESCO’s Educational Activities in the Europe Region, 1994 - 1997. Paris, UNESCO, 1997.
(English, French, Russian)

Countries
concerned

International
financing (*)

Terminated On-going

191181822

Education projects 1946-1996

O P E R ATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN EUROPE
U N E S C O ’s operational activities, which are the most spectacular aspect of the Org a n i z a t i o n ’s work
and which at present absorb the greater part of its available re s o u rces, are mainly carried out in the
developing countries outside Euro p e. [ . . . ]

But, apart from the fact that operational activities are far from being the whole of UNESCO’s work,
which first manifests itself in intellectual co-operation and then culminates in moral action, UNESCO’s
mission is, essentially, to bring Member States, all Member States, to an appreciation of universal
values, so that they can rise above the distinction between those who give and those who re c e i v e ,
by participating in a common enterprise involving the whole of mankind.

Opening address by René Maheu, Dire c t o r-General of UNESCO, to the first Conference of Ministers of Education
of European Member States (MINEDEUROPE I), Vienna, November 1967.

A few projects 
• Greece: Training technical teachers for industrial schools, Athens.

• Turkey: Engineering faculty at the Middle-Eastern Technical University, Ankara

• Spain: National Centre for Educational Development (CENIDE)

• Hungary: National Centre for Educational Technology (OOK)

UNESCO IN EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA

UNESCO IN THE WORLD

(*) Cumulative, in millions of curre n t
dollars (not re-evaluated) util ized
for the implementation of projects
involving UNESCO.


