


119

education was to be taken up again, and further
enhanced, within the context of lifelong learning in
the World Declaration on Education for All, where
Article I declares that ‘Basic education is more than
an end in itself. It is the foundation for lifelong learn-
ing and human development on which countries
may build, systematically, further levels and types
of education and training.’

With a view to equity and democratization, the edu-
cation of young people deprived of schooling, literacy
education and basic adult education in a non-formal
context on the one hand, and the gradual generali-
zation of free and compulsory primary education on
the other, constitute strategies for the Organization
which, according to time and place, have sometimes
been followed independently, sometimes explicitly
articulated and co-ordinated in national and regional
education plans. 

To d a y, UNESCO’s M e d i u m - Term Strategy 1 9 9 6 - 2 0 0 1
gives absolute priority to basic education for all –
children, adolescents and adults, girls and boys, men
and women. After the Jomtien Conference, which
proposed an ‘expanded vision’, basic education is an
integrated system with the following four main consti-
tuent principles:

i ii) the education of young children;

iii) p r i m a ry schooling and supplementary alternative
programmes for those without access to it;

iii) literacy education for young people and adults
and their familiarization with the know-how of daily
l i f e ;

iv) educating the general public through systematic
recourse to all channels of information, particularly
targeting the disadvantaged. 

The report of the Delors Commission, L e a rning: the
Tre a s u re Within considers basic education as a
passport to life; the Independent Commission for
Population and Quality of Life in its report Caring for
the Future also published in 1996, recommends that
the years 2001-2010 be proclaimed Universal Basic
Education Decade. Basic education, whose origins lie
in reflection which UNESCO instigated, is, thus, the
starting point of a process of acquisition of knowledge
which will last a lifetime.
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WORLD CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION FOR ALL
More than 100 million children, including at least 60 million girls, have no
access to primary schooling, and more than 100 million adults fail to complete
basic education; around a billion adults, two-thirds of whom are women, were
still illiterate in 1990. The international community has reacted in a salutary
manner to this dramatic situation.

The World Conference on Education for All has given fresh momentum to basic
education. UNESCO, UNICEF, UNDP and the World Bank jointly organized this
Conference, which was hosted by the Royal Government of Thailand and co-
sponsored by eighteen other governments and organizations at Jomtien,
Thailand in March 1990.

After a week of deliberations, pre p a red by a vast process of re g i o n a l
consultations, delegations from 155 countries and very many international
g o v e rnmental and non-governmental organizations adopted a Wo r l d
Declaration on Education for All and approved a Framework for Action to Meet
Basic L e a rning Needs.
T h e s e two documents,
which re p resent an
e x p ression of world
consensus, reflect an
expanded vision of
basic education and a
renewed commitment
to provide a satis-
factory response to the
basic educational needs
of all – children, young
and adults, men and
women, all over the
w o r l d .

The representative of the host country with the heads of the
Agencies that organized the Conference.
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