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While substantial pro-
gress has been made in
developing [education]
information systems,
there is a growing

concern that the promise
of such systems will not be realized unless
more thought is given to ways in which
improvements in information can be linked
to better practice at the school level where
the real activities of education occur.
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Over a billion young
people Ð nearly
one-fifth of the worldÕs
population Ð are
enrolled in formal

education today, compared to around
3 0 0 million or one-tenth of the worldÕs
population in 1953, the earliest year for
which UNESCO has global estimates of
e n r o l m e n t .
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Under the auspices of the ADEA Working Group on Education Statistics the NESIS pro g r a m m e
has as its goal the strengthening of national education statistical information systems, and has
developed a diagnostic package for the analysis of national education statistical systems.
Building on these diagnoses, two sub-regional technical workshops have been organized, bring-
ing together chief education statisticians and NESIS coor d i n a t o r s .

The first workshop for anglophone countries was held in Harare in February 1993. A similar franco-
phone workshop was held in Dakar later the same year. Some of the more salient findings were
as follows:

¥ I n s u fficient al location of r e s o u rces for fundamental activ ities, such as r e p roduction of
q u e s t i o n n a i res for data collection and, very often, the dispatch and collect ion of the
q u e s t i o n n a i res to and from schools (in many countries, this is done on a purely ad-hoc basis,
taking advantage of persons travelling privately Ð and many questionnaires get lost on the way);

¥ Manual verification and exploitation of school questionnaires, at decentralized and centralized
levels, is time-consuming and a major source of error in the production of statistics;

¥ In many countries, statistics unit staff members are teachers who have not been trained to work
with statistics;

¥ Countries tend to depend too much on external specialists, and there is a perceived r e l u c t a n c e
of foreign long-term experts to co-operate or mix professionally with local staf f .
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