Report of the

Working and Advocacy Meeting of the Socrates/Grundtvig4-Network "International Adult Learners Week in Europe (IntALWinE)"

15 – 18 December 2004, Maastricht, Netherlands

Following the proposal of the Dutch network partner, the IntALWinE network met in Maastricht, Netherlands, to present itself during the Leonardo da Vinci Open Space and Information Day, in the framework of the traditional Conferences of European Ministers organized bi-annually in the respective president country of the European Union. 
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One of the objectives of the network meeting was to use the Leonardo da Vinci Open Space and Information Day to make a case for lifelong and life-wide learning in general and for learning festivals and the IntALWinE network in particular. The other objectives of the meeting were to review and share the progress of the different working groups of the network, and to come up with an “action plan” for the next half year in order to advance with the assignments of the work plan. The meeting also served as a first encounter and working session with partners from two additional European countries that are going to enlarge the network next year.

Participants

Hosted by the Dutch network partner, all but one of the current network partners took part in the meeting (coordinators of learning festivals from Belgium/Flanders, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Lithuania, Norway, Romania Slovenia, Switzerland – a “silent partner” – and UK; the coordinator from Austria was not able to attend). With a view to enlarge the network, coordinators from Hungary and Spain had been invited for the first time. Concretely, the participants were:

· Kathleen Huet (Ministry of the Flemish Community - MVG, Belgium)

· Maria Todorova (Institute for International Cooperation of the German Adult Education Association - IIZ/DVV-Sofia, Bulgaria)

· Klitos Symeonides (Cyprus Adult Education Association - CAEA, Cyprus)

· Sirje Plaks (Association of Estonian Adult Educators - ANDRAS, Estonia)

· Eeva-Inkeri Sirelius (Finnish Adult Education Association - FAEA, Finland)

· Eva Zsófia Fesztbaum (Hungarian Folk High School Society – Hungary)
· Gyða Dröfn Tryggvadóttir (EDUCATE - Iceland)

· Vilija Lukosuniene (Lithuanian Association of Adult Education - LAAE, Lithuania)

· Annelies Dickhout (Centre for Innovation of Vocational Education and Training - CINOP, Netherlands)

· Berit Mykland (Norwegian Association for Adult Education - NAAE, Norway)

· Ileana Boeru (Popular University of Bucharest & IIZ-DVV Bucharest, Romania)

· Zvonka Pangerc Pahernik (Slovenian Institute for Adult Education - SIAE, Slovenia)

· Monstserrat Morales Corraliza & Isabel García-Longoria Serrano (Federación Espanola de Universidades Populares – FEUP, Spain)
· Ruth Jermann (Swiss Association for Adult Education - SVEB, Switzerland)
· Sica Martinez (National Institute of Adult Continuing Education - NIACE, UK)
and

· Bettina Bochynek (UNESCO Institute for Education - UIE).
Advocacy (15 – 16 December)
The Netherlands, holding the presidency of the European Union in the second half of 2004, hosted the conference of Ministers responsible for Vocational Education and Training on 14 December 2004 in order to review the “Copenhagen Declaration of 30 November 2002”. At the end of their Maastricht meeting, the Ministers adopted the “Maastricht Communiqué on the Future Priorities of Enhanced European Cooperation in Vocational Education and Training (VET)”, aiming at “modernising the VET systems in order for Europe to become the most competitive economy”, and “offering all Europeans … the qualifications and competencies they need to be fully integrated into the emerging knowledge-based societies.”

A separate meeting of professionals, policy makers and executives of VET succeeded the ministerial conference, which was in turn concluded by the Leonardo da Vinci Open Space and Information Day, featuring more than 30 exemplary Leonardo projects and other VET initiatives through information stands and public workshops. The European Commission (Vocational Education, of course!) as well as the Leonardo national agencies were represented. Against this background, the IntALWinE network had decided to use this opportunity to present its own perspectives, activities and goals to a public mainly concerned with VET and having a rather narrow and technical perception of lifelong learning. The idea was to advocate for a broad understanding of lifelong and life-wide learning, and to raise interest in marketing for learning through learning festivals, as well as in the centrality of learners. An information stand for IntALWinE had been reserved in the exhibition, and a public workshop had been included in the programme of the Information Day on 16 December.
The network partners travelled to Maastricht on 15 December and began their working session after lunch of that day. While the parts of the common presentation for the IntALWinE workshop had been prepared by the working groups in advance, they needed to be finalized and everything be made coherent. The network used the afternoon session to discuss the best ways to present itself to an audience firmly rooted in VET, such as stressing the need for vocational education and up-grading while linking it to the importance of broader educational needs in a learning society (culminating in the importance of active citizenship and democracy). A short conceptual outline of the value of learning festivals, the geographical spread of the movement and the range of activities were finally highlighted. The focus on including learners (for democracy and for the development of needs-based policies) was emphasized by an account of the International Adult Learners’ Forum in UK in October, and by the presence and contribution of the learner-delegate to the Forum from the Netherlands (Ms Dulce Gonzales Navarro).

On 16 December, the full day was spent at the Maastricht Exhibition and Congress Centre (MECC). It included the setting up of the information stand and its maintenance during the day, the technical preparation of the IntALWinE workshop room and equipment, an information sharing session with the Director of Adult & Vocational Education at the Dutch Ministry for Education, the IntALWinE public workshop and presentation, and a contact meeting with representatives of the Grundtvig2-project TROG (a project consisting of five partners trying to increase cooperation and to better reach out to marginalized populations through learning festivals at local level). In between, network partners had the opportunity to visit other information stands or workshops, and to establish contacts with other international projects and their own national constituencies present at the Information Day.

It was overwhelmingly agreed among the IntALWinE partners that the Information Day was a useful and successful activity for the network, regardless (or maybe because) of the focus of the Information Day on VET. Despite this focus, a lot of interest was manifested in our network, both as an international cooperation project as well as for the festivals carried out at national level. Representatives of national Leonardo agencies regretted to learn that their particular country was not part of this movement (for instance, France). Many network partners were able to get in touch with colleagues from Leonardo agencies or Ministries of their countries, and had a chance to lobby on behalf of their own organization or learning festival and its international significance. The encounter with the Dutch Director of Adult & Vocational Education was a special case in point for the Dutch network partner, of course. It was suggested by the network partners to follow up on the contacts made and the interest created: A master letter should be drafted that can be systematically sent to all the European national Leonardo agencies along with a copy of our IntALWinE information leaflet. (This master letter might subsequently be used to contact the national lifelong learning coordinators.)

Review and Plans for the IntALWinE Working Groups (17 – 18 December)
IntALWinE is based on three working strands which are carried out in working groups. The first two of these groups have already started their work: 1) the group on the experiences and aspirations of learners, and 2) the group on the operational improvement of learning festivals. These groups are functioning in parallel, while the third working group (value and potential of learning festivals as advocacy tools) will be based on the results produced in the first two groups. The third working group will also produce the final publication. 

The work in the first group (experiences and aspirations of learners) is concentrating on three activities: the International Adult Learners’ Forum (implemented last October), the pending publication on the “Learners’ Journeys”, and the International Adult Learners’ Study Tour in May next year, in conjunction with UK’s Adult Learners Week. The work in the second group (operational improvement of learning festivals) is further split into three sub-groups which will be in charge of collecting information on good/bad practices, cooperation (with media, decision makers, providers, sponsors) and evaluation models. Every network partner, including the newly invited partners, is part of one of the first two groups or sub-groups, which will take the lead in organizing the actives and/or collecting the input for the respective group assignments.

Regarding progress in the working group, the first group is most advanced, since the activities of this group are tightened to certain pre-fixed events. A comprehensive written report on the International Adult Learners’ Forum, carried out in October, has been distributed to network partners. As a follow-up, a short questionnaire has been sent to all the learner-delegates to the Forum, inquiring about their interest to be further involved in the international group of learners, and to continue discussions by email. Of those who responded to the questionnaire (all but three), everybody would like to be further involved in the group, in particular with a view to the planned Study Tour next May. 
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