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Adult Education Week 2003

Education Closer to Person

November 17-22

Outlines

Problem



In 2001 LAEA has organised the discussions of the Lifelong Learning Memorandum in Lithuania. One of the major Memorandum thesis was related to bringing learning closer to home, as traditionally people were apt to learn from early childhood until the old age in close proximity to their residence. The discussion of this thesis in Lithuania led to the following conclusions:

Learning has to be easily accessible. The establishment of multifunctional Education Centres as well as the development of the multi-functionality of the existing institutions. Other institutions should be used for the educational purposes much more, the ones that traditionally were not considered as educational institutions – the museums, libraries, culture clubs and other places where people meet and socialise. The staff of these institutions should be supplied with the additional knowledge and skills in pedagogy and andragogy, so that they would be enabled to more efficiently join in the implementation of the LLL idea. 

Acquisition of the new basic skills has to be more available, opening the comprehensive schools to parents, implementing the second chance schools experience, expanding the existing adult education institution network, revitalising Folk Universities.

Changing educator' understanding on one's role. The role has to be a switch from the knowledge presenter and skills developer to a consultant and advisor. The Memorandum Report contains a statement, that the adult educator's role and competencies, requested by the knowledge society, have been theoretically conceived already. A variety of multinational and bilateral projects allowed to obtain a substantial know how, thus it is high time to organise the dissemination of the know how.


The organisation of the Adult Education Week 2003 "Education against Social Exclusion", allowed the LAEA to see the necessity of education and teaching (learning) in local communities, small towns, rural areas is needed and requested. The local events (Kaunas, Telsiai, Alytus region experiences) were greatly successful among the residents. On the one hand, they received an opportunity to obtain new knowledge and develop practical skills, on the other hand – they saw, that teaching (learning) were close to them and was possible. That promoted the interest of the LAEA in the learning opportunities close to home and bringing learning closer to home available for the residents of settlements in Lithuania. 


Adult Education Week 2002 was exclusively targeted at the overcoming of the social exclusion groups' problems by educational and teaching forms as well as methods, also to the local communities' "awakening" aiming to pay attention to education as a means for social problems solving.


By initiating the Adult Education Week 2003, the LAEA aimed to continue with the topic of the previous year – social exclusion groups' education and communities movement empowerment, although with the aim to expand it and embrace other groups of society, residing in locations not very much favourable for teaching (learning): in villages, small towns.


LAEA, by conducting its activities in all Lithuania, obtained experience, that in residences (in villages, small towns, smaller towns) there emerge more and more traditional and non-traditional educational initiatives, more and more towns join distance education centres' network, although the society, and especially the social exclusion groups, still lack sufficient information about it.


In 2002 the National Folk Schools Association has conducted a survey on what was known in Lithuania about Folk Schools. The conducted survey results have demonstrated, that even adult education institutions' administration did not have sufficient information about this movement (24% respondents knew, 40% did not know, 36% have heard something about it).


The previous Adult Education Week experiences have demonstrated that the further from the biggest Lithuanian towns the locations were, paradoxically, the more they lack information and co-ordination between the educational institutions. The survey of the feed-back for the seminars conducted by the Association experts leads to a conclusion, that the peripheral adult educators and educators, especially the ones working at what traditionally were not considered as educational institutions, lack andragogical knowledge very much, as for those, who have them – they often are unable or fail to share.


The Adult Education Week 2003 was meant to be a site, to disclose the learning closer to person possibilities for the social exclusion groups, community leaders, adult educators, adult education organisers, local authorities and power representatives in charge of the adult education formation and making impact on it.

General Objective

To unite the educational institutions, NGOs, local and religious communities, employers, social partners, local authorities and politicians for common activities, targeted at providing learning possibilities to all society, and especially the social exclusion groups, giving special attention to bringing learning closer to home and adult educators' qualification upgrading. 

Tasks:

1.
To get to know the teaching close to person experience present within the national, regional and local adult education institutions and communities, that provide the services within the vocational training and development of general culture of a person, to generalise it and to disseminate in the run of the Adult Education Week 2003 during the events and to publish the materials;

2.
To demonstrate to the Lithuanian society the learning closer to person possibilities, by organising traditional, non-traditional and distance education institution events in places, regions, counties, by involving broadest possible layers of the society;

3.
To develop a mutually enriching co-operation between the educational and training organisers, NGO, local authorities and communities, enterprises and universities as well as research institutes, by expanding the movement learning closer to person, aiming at the improvement of the supply of learning possibilities in the society, especially in relation to social exclusion groups, by organising regional seminars and inter-regional conferences;

4.
To encourage the adult educators and educators, working with the social exclusion groups, to apply in their work new, innovative and flexible methods; share the flexible teaching experience gained within the Adult Education Week seminars;

5.
 To involve into the learning closer to person movement institutions and participants, the ones that traditionally were not considered as educational institutions– the museums, libraries, culture clubs and other places where people meet and socialise.

6.
To make an impact on the local, regional and national authorities more attention and material resources to the provision of learning possibilities in small towns and in villages, support to the existing initiatives, meant for the social exclusion groups' training, use of the non-traditional teaching forms and methods.

Target population to benefit from the activities offers groups and numbers:

· Local (small towns and villages) communities (the prognostic figure could be around 80 local communities)

· Social exclusion groups (the young and the long-term unemployed, persons, threatened by unemployment, the disabled, persons, who have dropped out from the system of education, the national minorities, persons, who have returned from the enprisonment institutions etc. – about 3000 persons) 

· Adult educators and their organisations (around 150 institutions)

· Institutions and persons, responsible for the political decision-making with regards to all social exclusion groups' education, its organisation, provision and its guarantees (around 600 persons)

· Adult educators community – participants of the educational process (around 12 000 persons)
                                                             | 

Results:

· It was disclosed, generalised and decided to disseminate the teaching closer to person at the national, regional and local adult education, teaching institutions and communities experiences;

·  The learning closer to person possibilities were demonstrated to the Lithuanian society;

· There were numerous evidence of the mutually enriching co-operations between the education providers and teaching organisers, NGOs, local authorities and communities, enterprises and universities by research institutes, expanding the movement learning closer to person, aiming to improve the supply of the learning possibilities to the society, especially the social exclusion groups;

· Adult educators were introduced to the new, innovative and flexible teaching methods as well as those to be used with the social exclusion groups;
· The learning closer to person movement involved the engaged institutions and other institutions, the ones that traditionally were not considered as educational institutions, namely – museums, libraries, personal development centres and etc.

· Common places, regional and national authorities' strategies were foreseen, 

so as to encourage and provide support in relation to the provision of teaching 

possibilities in small towns and in villages, aiming to involve all the groups of the 

society into the education.

Preliminary Plan

	Dates (from – to)
	Activity (measure)

	November 17

November 17-22

November 21 - 22


	Opening of the Adult Education Week 2003 at the Lithuanian Technical Library. Vilnius town adult educators and educational institutions' exhibition – presentations, including those of our foreign colleagues, Adult Education Week 2003 participants.

10 regional seminars, to discuss the regional situation, present survey results (dates to be confirmed in September)

Teaching/learning possibilities presentation events (plan 150-200 events in Lithuania: discussions, “open days”, culture events, “mini” lessons, teaching (learning) feasts, project presentations, study visits, other events) in towns, small towns, in villages, oriented towards the social exclusion groups (at separate institutions or corporate) (dates to be confirmed in September).

Radio broadcasts and TV announcements

LAEA members' conference “Learning Closer to Person”


