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EDITORIAL

The economic, social, political and cultural challenges which are at the
heart of national and international governmental concerns seem increasingly
to call for sophisticated skills. The issues at stake are so great that they
are thought to need the attention of experts.

Far be it from us to question much of that scenario: the issues of fun-
ding, social security, population movements and respect for cultural diver-
sity do require informed and properly reasoned decisions. Such matters will
never be resolved by means of slogans, simplistic formulae or magic recipes.

Nonetheless, discussion of such vital questions should not be withheld
from civil society on the pretext of their complexity, however real that is.

Two years ago, 1500 people met in Hamburg to talk about the
environment, employment, the elderly, women, information, democracy, and
much more. Their one and only concern was how to arrange education for
all, throughout life, so that these crucial issues could be identified by every
individual, and how to guarantee that everyone could have a say in their
discussion and resolution.

When we speak of adult education, when we speak of education for
peace or environmental education, when we support proposals such as
United Nations Adult Education Week, what are we doing if not acting to
ensure that each person's voice is heard, that each person’s experience and
knowledge are acknowledged, and that account is taken of local initiatives?

Progress, and technical and technological advances, cannot be restricted
to a minority or to the experts.

At a time when my term of office as Chair of the Governing Board is
coming to an end, I should like to thank all those — whether donors, staff,
political decision-makers, members of local and national voluntary
associations or, of course, UNESCO personnel — who have made it possible
to establish networks, to work with solidarity, to expand knowledge and to
raise awareness.

Adult education is a meeting place, where democracy is built and
strengthened from day to day. Adult education is the need to give everyone
the means to formulate his or her own learning and training demands.

In this second annual report, the UNESCO Institute for Education is
presenting both a summary and an ambitious action plan. This plan of work
will, we stress, be realized through the combined efforts of all those
concerned.

In submitting this annual report to you, I wish to thank all those who
have contributed to it, throughout the world.

The appointment of the next Director, Mr Adama Ouane, gives me full

confidence in the future.
K pgamn Vapasmm

Kasama Varavarn
Chair of the Governing Board




THE UNESCO INSTITUTE

FOR EDUCATION

This year, the UNESCO Institute for Education will, once more, have developed many
research programmes, welcomed trainees, organized seminars, published numerous books,
consulted and listened to educational policy-makers, and much, much more, not forgetting
all of the follow-up to the Fifth International Conference on Adult Education. All these
activities are described in this new annual report.

We must stress that all these activities — networking, co-operation with Member States
and non-governmental organizations, and intensive work with a large number of
governmental and non-governmental agencies — could not have been carried out and
successfully concluded, and could not have opened up many new prospects, without the
support which the Institute has enjoyed from numerous individuals and institutions.

The UNESCO Institute for Education is a unique instrument which enables those
concerned with the environment, issues of equality, the future of work, research,
technologies, indigenous populations, literacy, democracy, prison education, and so on, to
meet, to launch research and new collaborative projects on education and training, and to
see their activities in a wider framework, of greater solidarity and more responsiveness to
the populations concerned.

The expansion of working relationships with the various thematic networks will afford
the opportunity to ensure that it will in future not be possible to plan any development
project without dynamically and systematically incorporating into it an integral,
participatory educational dimension.

More than ever, this annual report is a staging point rather than a final assessment, and
certainly a plan of work for the future and an invitation to join in the huge, creative and

rejuvenated movement for education for all throughout life, an education which must
become and must be a shared responsibility, a right and a tool. And a joy.

The joy also to have been able to work with you.

It is an honour for me to have as my successor Mr Adama Ouane, one of the pioneers and
an ardent defender of literacy and adult education.

=

Paul Bélanger
Director
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The broad agenda of the UIE is formulated in the light of resolutions by the biennial General
Conference of UNESCO and the annual meeting of the UIE Governing Board. Ideas for UIE projects
also come from many other sources, and in particular from the Institute's formal and informal links

with decision-makers, researchers and practitioners. UIE is indeed connected to world-wide networks
of individuals, universities, research institutions, government bodies and non-governmental
organisations in the field of education.

These contacts help to keep UIE informed of important educational issues and developments in all
regions of the world and assist in framing the Institute's plans in order to render its catalytic role
more effective.



CONFINTEA

THE FOLLOW UP

The most important event for UIE
in the past few years was certainly
the Fifth International Conference

on Adult Education in Hamburg in
July 1997. In its Declaration and in its
Agenda for the Future, CONFINTEA V put
forward a new vision of adult learning as
an integral part of the lifelong learning
process. This new perspective has become
an important contribution to the UNESCO
strategy for promoting lifelong education
for all, set out in the Medium-Term Strategy,
and has reinforced many Member States in their attempt
to bring about such a paradigmatic and programmatic shift
in their policies and programmes.

To ensure a strong follow-up to CONFINTEA, UIE
played a catalytic role in four areas:

1. information, monitoring and dissemination of
CONFINTEA commitments,

2. policy support to Member States,

3. consultation through regional and international
forums, and

4, support to existing networks for thematic follow-up.

The Conference documents were widely disseminated
through many channels. UIE itself distributed, in
different languages and formats, more than 20,000 print
copies of the Hamburg Declaration and of the Agenda for
the Future. While all these print documents were available
on Internet on the CONFINTEA homepage, many Member
States took the initiative of translating them in national
languages and many institutions dedicated part of their
regular publications to the CONFINTEA event and its
meaning for their constituencies.

A collection of 29 booklets summarizing each of the
workshops held at the Conference was also produced in
English, French and Spanish. The monitoring of the
follow-up activities and policy developments occurring at
national and regional levels and on policy developments
was reported periodically in a print and online newsletter,
CON-NEXUS.

Following the regional and sub-regional consultations
held in Africa, the Arab States, Asia and the Pacific,
Europe, and Llatin America and the Carribean, an
International Follow-up Forum, hosted by the Republic of
the Philippines, was convened at the end of September
1999 to review the implementation of the recommen-
dations and outcomes of the Conference.

The support to Member States for policy development
was focused, firstly, on two key recommendations adopted
in Hamburg (the “UN Adult Learners’ Week” and the
recommended “One Hour A Day for Learning”), by
providing information and technical support, and,
secondly, on the provision of expertise and documenta-
tion and the holding of workshops on emerging policies
and new approaches. The proposal of the International
Adult Learners” Week has been developed around the
International Literacy Day as the leading event.

The follow-up related to the themes considered at
CONFINTEA V involved various activities on the part of
governmental and non-governmental organizations:
production of advocacy materials, seminars and workshops,
a virtual conference, joint studies, regional surveys,
creation of data banks, etc. The most active thematic
networks were on democracy, indigenous peoples and
minorities, gender, the opening of formal institutions to
adults, documentation, adult literacy, vocational continuing
education, population and reproductive health, environ-
mental education, new information technologies, ageing,
and prison education.

At the UNESCO World Conference on Higher Education,
the UNESCO Institute presented a policy paper that
became a reference for discussing ways to open
universities to adult learners. Similarly, at the
International Congress on Technical and Vocational
Education, UIE held a Round-Table on “Adult Learning and
the World of Work,” the results of which are now being
taken into consideration in the UNESCO and UNEVOC long-
term technical and vocational programme.



CONSULTATIVE FORUM OF THE FOLLOW-UP TO CONFINTEA

Statement of the Participants -

At the close of the century, the issues of globalisation,
of scientific progress, of strengthening democracy, of
respecting different identities and promoting cultural
creativity are challenges that women and men in the
South as well as in the North feel the need to understand
and meet appropriately. They want to know more and
participate more actively.

The opportunities to learn are increasing... for those
who can take advantage of them throughout their lives.
However, the opportunities to learn are much more
limited for those who are already economically, socially
and culturally excluded.

In 1997, at the Fifth International Conference on
Adult Education in Hamburg, the 1500 delegates coming
from 140 countries and more than 100 NGOs adopted a
new vision of adult learning and made recommendations
to ensure that the right to learn throughout life becomes
a reality for all women and men. Two years later, a consul-
tative CONFINTEA Follow-up Forum, with governmental
and non-governmental representatives, was held in
Manila in September 1999 to review the situation.
Following CONFINTEA, many actions were taken in 1998
and 1999 to disseminate the results and initiate actions.

The attached CONFINTEA Follow-up Report, prepared
by the UNESCO Institute for Education, describes briefly
these activities that took place in the different regions
and thematic areas. Having reviewed these actions and
recognized the interest raised by CONFINTEA, the
Consultative Forum stressed vigorously that now is the
time for action. Now is the time for new policy develop-
ment, for more cooperation between agencies, ministries,
governments and social partners, and NGOs, for new
investments in the creativity and imagination of people,
for a concerted effort, in the spirit of the dialogues which
were so promisingly initiated in Hamburg in1997 and
which have since then taken place in all regions.

More than ever it is clear that the Education for All
objectives will not be reached without a complementary
two-pronged action: initial school education of children
and adult basic education. Parental education and adult
learning are essential to help create the positive environ-
ment needed for the initial education of children. There is
no sustainable human development without the imp-
lementation of the right to learn for all women and men.
Active labour, environment or health policies depend on
intensively organized adult learning activities.

Adult literacy is a priority; it is at the core of adult
learning and is a basic condition for building active
learning societies. CONFINTEA reiterated and reinforced
the many recommendations that emerged from previous

Manila, 25-27 September 1999

UN summits on environment, women, social development,
population, where the active and informed participation
of women and men was called for as the only sustainable
strategy. But the participation of adults in adult learning
remains an uneven reality. This general situation needs to
be reversed.

CONFINTEA was a turning point for the recognition of
the importance of adult learning. The two first years fol-
lowing CONFINTEA have been, as can be observed in the
attached report, an intensive period of information disse-
mination and regional initiatives as well as thematic pro-
jects. But CONFINTEA will only be a turning point if the
Agenda for the Future becomes reality, if the right to learn
for all within their respective cultures is fully recognized.

The enrichment of the International Literacy Day
through an International Adult Learners’ Week, which
would be built around the Literacy Day, has become one
of the key follow-up initiatives of CONFINTEA. It is an
important step in realising the UNESCO objective of
learning throughout life and is a symbol of partnership
for the implementation of that aim. The participants of
the Consultative post-CONFINTEA Forum hope that this
constructive proposal will be positively received by the
General Conference of UNESCO.

Actions for monitoring and evaluating the imple-
mentation of the commitments made at CONFINTEA need
to be organized and pursued at regional and global levels.

The attached report gives details on the follow-up to
CONFINTEA, while the last chapter, Further Strategies,
spells out the plan agreed by the Consultative Forum for
the implementation of the Agenda for the Future. Adult
literacy, non-formal education, vocational re-training,
agricultural extension, health education, education for
the ageing population, the learning opportunities offered
by the new information technologies - all of these are
aspects of adult education in the perspective of lifelong
learning. UNESCO and its Member States face the
challenge of building a synergy between these
complementary adult learning provisions and investments
in the creativity of citizens.

Manila, 27 September 1999

This message is the outcome of discussions held during the Consultative
Forum on the Follow-up to CONFINTEA, in Manila from 25 to 27 September 1999
under the auspices of the Government of the Republic of the Philippines and with
financial support from Norway.




UNESCO/UIE International Award
for Literacy Research 1998/99

In 1998, the French inter-ministerial agency Groupe Permanent de Lutte contre Tllettrisme (GPLI), joined the
Canadian National Literacy Secretariat (NLS) as co-sponsoring agency of the International Award for Literacy Research.

For the fourth time since its launching in 1991/92, authors all over the world were invited to join the competition
and to send in their research studies on adult literacy. As in the years before, no restriction was placed on a particular
aspect: investigations on any of the multiple facets of the adult literacy reality (policies, concepts, content areas etc)
were welcome. The requirements called for manuscripts based on a sound and creative research methodology and a
reflective analytical approach which would reveal innovative findings on the complexity, meaning and impact of adult
literacy. The prize given to the author of the study judged to be the best entry in the competition consists of a sum
of US $ 10,000 plus publication of the manuscript in English, French and Spanish.

Up to the end of 1998, 29 manuscripts from all the world regions have been received.
The international jury convened in April 1999 examined the manuscripts and selected the best study of the
1998/99 competition - a judgment which was later endorsed by the UIE's Governing Board.

This study “Why eat green cucumber at the time of dying?” - Exploring the Link Between Women’s Literacy and
Development, was carried out by the British researcher Anna Robinson-Pant,. It challenges the view of literacy as a
commodity which leads directly to development, and approaches the issue from the gender perspective: the analysis of
two literacy programmes for women in Nepal contrasts the expected outcomes of developmental agencies with what
the women are hoping to achieve through literacy acquisition. This is a participatory research project based on a field
study.

In June 1999, the Director-General of UNESCO, Federico Mayor, publicly announced the name of the laureate and
presented the Award at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris.

The manuscript is currently being finalized for publication and translation. The English version will be available in
the year 2000, soon to be followed by the French and Spanish versions.

In addition, a second study, which investigated cognitive tools of adultes, submitted by the Canadian researcher
Kieran Egan, was honoured because of its exciting character and innovative theoretical framework as well as the
relevance of its approach specifically for oral cultures. It was proposed to the author that a condensed version of this
\/ study be published as an article in two different educational journals.




UIE’S Documentation

-€

Centre and Library

Collection and information services

At present the Documentation Centre and Library holds about 64,500 books, documents, and non-print
media. In 1998/1999, 4.000 research and policy oriented publications and non-print media were
incorporated in the collection. In addition, about 300 journals/newsletters on education have been reqularly
received, analysed and indexed. UNESCO publications on education, culture and social sciences represent a
substantial though not the largest part of the collection. About 60% of the holdings are English language
materials, followed by French, German, Spanish and a variety of other language publications.

Part of the holdings is a unique continuously enlarged collection of at present more than 7,500 sample
learning materials used in adult literacy, post-literacy and out-of-school education from more than 120
countries in more than 160 languages.

Another special collection continuously updated comprises publications on the United Nations and their
Specialized Agencies. With financial support from the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg, the
Documentation Centre and Library serves as an information office on the United Nations and their Specialized
Agencies.

ALADIN - the Adult Learning Documentation and Information
Network, a Special Projects Conducted by the Documentation Centre

In spite of the explosion of knowledge and new media, access to adult education documentation and
information services remains a dream for many researchers, policy makers, community groups, businesses,
adult learners, educators of adults and others engaged in lifelong learning around the world. Since adult
education documentation and information centres lack sufficient financial and human resources, they cannot
adequately fulfil their tasks at a time of increasing demand for adult education and training.

Against this backdrop, the Documentation Centre has initiated the establishment of ALADIN, the Adult
Learning Documentation and Information Network.

In 1998 and 1999, the following activities made the network become a reality: the development and
publication of Developing a Network of Adult Learning Documentation and Information Services, an
analytical and annotated directory; a fellowship programme in which participants developed draft regional
action plans; a 3-day expert seminar, “Adult Learning Documentation and Information Network,” (ALADIN),
the development and implementation of the ALADIN website and an e-mail seminar of ALADIN Task Force
members. (http://www.unesco.org/education/aladin)

Linking person at UIE: Ursula Giere




THE UNESCO INSTITUTE
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Non formal - basic education, vocational and non-work-related adult education and re-training programmes, distance learning and similar
developments are part of a vast and diversified learning effort that is changing the face of education throughout the globe. An important feature
of the UIE's work is that it links three spheres that are often separated: action oriented research, training, information and documentation. UIE
works on the assumption that only by involving the policy-maker and the practitioner can its action have any real impact. Hence UIE's research
and promotion of innovation is concerned with subjects such as educational policies as well as with learning/teaching strategies.



