
Total 128 participants 
including:

• Ministers of 
education and other 
representatives of 
governments from 28 
Member States.

• Representative of 
eight multilateral 
agencies and 
international NGOs. 

• Experts and 
stakeholders from 
the private sector, 
universities and the 
media. 



General Context 



Adult Education Context



Key recommendations (1) 
– On inclusion and participation 



Key recommendations (2)
- On policy and governance

To confirm the primary responsibility of governments to enact and 
strengthen appropriate legislative frameworks.

To ensure that adult education policies are designed with sector-wide 
approaches and integrated with EFA, MDGs, Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Papers and national development plans.

To establish a national high-level oversight body to mobilise and 
coordinate the efforts of all ALE stakeholders. 

Strong partnerships should be built between government and NGOs,
CSOs, as well as ALE providers.  



Key recommendations (3) 
- On financing

Governments should allocate 6 per cent of GNP to education. 
Allocations to adult education, at least 6 per cent of the education 
budget, should be further increased.

Development partners should increase and prioritise aid to adult
literacy and life skills for youth and adults.

Development partners should fulfil their commitment to filling the 
financing gaps in EFA by contributing at least US $2.5 billion to 
ensure the achievement of the EFA goal of improving adult literacy 
levels by 50 per cent by 2015.

The EFA Fast Track Initiative (FTI) should include adult education, 
non-formal and literacy component, and ensure efficient and prompt 
delivery of financing support. 



Key recommendations (4) 
- On literacy and other competences 

Literacy and adult education programmes should be integrated with 
income generation activities and innovative community development 
projects. 

Free assessment services should be provided and labour market 
information disseminated to motivate potential learners. 

Local wisdom, knowledge, methodologies as well as mother-tongues 
should be valued and applied in ALE programmes.



Key recommendations (5)
- On quality

To ensure the relevance of curriculum, materials and pedagogy to meet 
social and individual needs.

To build the knowledge base on adult education through systematic 
research for innovation, replication and mainstreaming.

To assess and develop human resource capacity for professionals in 
adult education in partnership with research and higher education 
institutions.

To establish and strengthen equivalency frameworks through national 
quality accreditation and quality standard-setting.



Key recommendations (6) 
- On the way forward 

To encourage Member States to establish and strengthen data 
collection and information management systems at local and national 
levels. 

A regional/global monitoring mechanism should be developed by 
UNESCO and implemented to check progress in meeting 
CONFINTEA VI targets.

A Global Report on Adult Education should be produced frequently, 
and should include regular national reporting and assessment. 

A Mid-Term Review should be conducted in 2015 (coinciding with the 
EFA and MDG timelines) to report on national implementations of 
CONFINTEA VI initiatives. 
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