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JANE KNIGHT is Adjunct Professor, Comparative International Development Education Centre, Ontario Institute 
for Studies in Education, University of Toronto, Canada. She is the author of many publications on 
internationalisation concepts and strategies, quality assurance, institutional management, mobility, cross-border 
education, GATS, and capacity building. In the last ten years she has taken a leadership role in working with 
international teams on three regional studies on internationalization of higher education in Europe/North 
America, Asia Pacific and Latin America for OECD and the World Bank. Currently she is involved with a similar 
project in Africa.  Dr Knight has been the principal researcher and author of several national and international 
survey reports on internationalization including the worldwide surveys conducted by the International 
Association of Universities (IAU).  
 
*** 
 
NG CHING-FAI assumed office as President and Vice-Chancellor of Hong Kong Baptist University in July 2001.  
He joined Hong Kong Baptist University in 1985 and has served successively as Head of the Chemistry 
Department, Dean of Science and Chair Professor of Chemistry.  A renowned expert in heterogeneous catalysis, 
Professor Ng is highly regarded by both local and international peers.  He was instrumental in founding the Hong 
Kong Institution of Science and the Society of Hong Kong Scholars; and has been a member of the Council of 
Advisors on Innovation and Technology and the Research Grants Council. 
Professor Ng’s scope of service goes beyond the academic world.  He is currently a Deputy to the National 
People Congress and a member of the Committee on Social Development and Quality of Life, a sub-committee of 
the Government’s Commission on Strategic Development.  He had been a member of the Legislative Council for 
four and a half years before taking up the position of the President and Vice-Chancellor.  In 2005, Professor Ng 
was awarded the Gold Bauhinia Star by the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government. 
 
*** 
 
ANTOINETTE CHARON WAUTERS is Director of International Relations and Student Affairs at the University of 
Lausanne, Switzerland. She studied Classical Archaeology and History of Art at the Université Libre de 
Bruxelles, Belgium and later moved to Switzerland where she became a research assistant in Classical 
Archaeology at the University of Lausanne. Since 1992 she has been responsible for the organization and 
development of the University of Lausanne international relations and study abroad programs. For years she has 
acted as the European Credit Transfer System National Counselor for Switzerland and, since 2004, she is one of 
the Swiss Bologna Process Promoters. She was Vice-President of the European Association for International 
Education (EAIE) in 2003 and 2004, and President of this Association in 2005 and 2006. 
 
*** 
 
AKILAGPA SAWYERR is the Secretary-General of the Association of African.  He was Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Ghana from 1985 to 1992, after teaching law at the Universities of Dar es Salaam, Papua New 
Guinea and Ghana, and holding fellowships and visiting appointments at universities in Europe and the US. 
Professor Sawyerr studied law at the Universities of Durham, London and California (Berkeley), where he 
obtained the degree of Doctor of the Science of Jurisprudence (JSD). He is a Fellow of the Ghana Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, serves on several national and international bodies, including the Council of the United 
Nations University and the Administrative Board of the International Association of Universities.  
Prof. Sawyerr’s current research interests are cover globalisation, higher education, human development; and 
international negotiations, areas in which he is widely published. 
 



*** 
 
JUAN RAMON DE LA FUENTE is Rector of the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) since 1999 
and Vice-President of the International Association of Universities (IAU).  As Rector, he is responsible for a 
community of more that 250,000 students and nearly 30,000 faculty and staff. He obtained a M.D. in Psychiatry 
at UNAM’s School of Medecine, where he later became professor and Dean. He was Minister of Health of 
Mexico from 1994-99, during which he conducted a major reform of the Mexican health system and established 
new forms of collaboration between health care institutions and medical schools around the country. During his 
career at UNAM, he has promoted new educational models using ICTs to foster scientific and educational 
development. His efforts have helped increase access to higher education in Mexico. Dr. de la Fuente is also the 
author of many publications on topics related to health, education and scientific research. He has been appointed 
to several key international administrative and academic positions as well as being the recipient of numerous 
honorary degrees. 
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BIONOTES 
 
GOOLAM MOHAMEDBHAI is President of the International Association of Universities. He is the former Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Mauritius, a position he held from 1995 to 2005.  
Prof Mohamedbhai studied civil engineering at the University of Manchester, UK, from where he obtained his 
Bachelor’s and Doctorate degrees.  He then joined the University of Mauritius as Lecturer in 1972 and was 
appointed Professor in 1978.  In 1980, he did his postdoctoral research at the University of California, Berkeley 
under a Fulbright–Hays Award.    In Mauritius, Prof Mohamedbhai has served as Chairman and member of a 
number of national Boards or Councils.  He is currently a Director of the State Bank of Mauritius. He has 
undertaken consultancies and commissioned studies for a number of international organizations including IDRC 
(Canada), the UN Economic Commission for Africa, UNCHS (Habitat), the UNESCO Regional Office for 
Education in Africa and the Association of African Universities.  At the regional/international level, Prof 
Mohamedbhai has been a member or Chairman of several UNESCO Committees on Higher Education for Africa.  
He has also been Chairman of several university associations, including the Association of Commonwealth 
Universities (2003-2004), the University Mobility in the Indian Ocean Rim (2001-2004), and the University of 
the Indian Ocean (1998-2005). He is currently Chairman of the Regional Scientific Committee for Africa of the 
UNESCO Global Forum on Higher Education, Research and Knowledge.  
 
*** 
 
PETER A. J. ENGLERT, Professor, University of Hawai`i at Mānoa, School of Ocean and Earth Science and 
Technology (SOEST), Hawai`i Institute of Geophysics and Planetology (HIGP), International Center for Climate 
and Society (ICCS), Center for Chinese Studies (CCS). 
Dr. Englert is a globally respected research scientist and internationally known higher education management 
professional. His thirty-year career has taken him to posts in Europe, the United States, and the Asia-Pacific 
region.  His academic degrees are in nuclear chemistry from the University of Cologne, Germany.  He was a 
faculty member and administrator at San Jose State University in California, at New Zealand’s Institute of 
Geological and Nuclear Sciences and Victoria University of Wellington. There he served as Pro-Vice Chancellor 
and Dean of Science, Architecture and Design. From 2002 he served a three year term as the first chancellor in 
twenty years at the University of Hawai`i at Mānoa, the research campus for the University of Hawai`i System. 
He currently maintains an active research program in space sciences, and has established a research program on 
Higher Education Systems with a focus on the Asia-Pacific. He is a member of the Administrative Board of the 
International Association of Universities.  

IAU International Conference and Joint CEAIE Workshop       Speakers CV and abstracts 2



 
*** 
 
AXEL DIDRIKSSON TAKAYANAGUI is a sociologist and holds a PhD in Economy. He is Director of the 
University Studies Center of the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), General Coordinator of 
the Net of Public Macro Universities of Latin America and the Caribbean, Vice President of the Executive 
Committee of the Union of Universities of Latin America (UDUAL for its abbreviation by initials in Spanish), 
Level II Member of the National System of Researchers (SNI for its abbreviation by initials in Spanish), and 
holder of the UNESCO Chair “University and Regional Integration” since 1995. He is a regular Member of the 
Mexican Academy of Sciences.  Specialist in Higher Education, Discipline: Educational Polices, Sub discipline: 
Prospective of Higher Education. Publications: nine author books and 30 co-author books. 
 
*** 
 
ANTOINETTE CHARON WAUTERS is Director of International Relations and Student Affairs at the University of 
Lausanne, Switzerland. She studied Classical Archaeology and History of Art at the Université Libre de 
Bruxelles, Belgium and later moved to Switzerland where she became a research assistant in Classical 
Archaeology at the University of Lausanne. Since 1992 she has been responsible for the organization and 
development of the University of Lausanne international relations and study abroad programs. For years she has 
acted as the European Credit Transfer System National Counselor for Switzerland and, since 2004, she is one of 
the Swiss Bologna Process Promoters. She was Vice-President of the European Association for International 
Education (EAIE) in 2003 and 2004, and President of this Association in 2005 and 2006. 
 
*** 
 
EVA EGRON-POLAK, educated in the Czech Republic, Canada and France, studied Political Science, French 
Literature, and International Political Economy.  Her post-graduate research, at the Norman Paterson School of 
International Affairs in Ottawa, Canada, focused on early higher education policy development in the European 
Union. 
She joined the International Association of Universities as Secretary-General in January 2002.  As the head of 
this international non-governmental organisation based at UNESCO in Paris, Eva Egron-Polak is concerned with 
the most pressing issues in the current higher education policy debate at the global level and more generally, with 
the role of higher education institutions in society.  The Association conducts research and disseminates findings 
and information on recent trends while providing a discussion and learning forum for leaders of universities and 
higher education organisations from around the world.  IAU also publishes several directories and maintains 
databases on higher education globally.   
Eva Egron-Polak took up the position in IAU after a long career at the Association of Universities and Colleges 
of Canada, where she worked for more than 15 years in various positions, with responsibility for international 
academic relations and the development, negotiations and management of all externally funded international 
programmes at AUCC.  Her last position at the AUCC was as Vice-President for International and Canadian 
Programmes.  
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