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Item 10.6 of the Provisional Agenda: 
World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR): 

f. Michel Batisse Award for Biosphere Reserve Management 
 
 
 
1. Following the decision of the MAB-ICC Bureau (25-29 June 2005) on the setting up of 
an award scheme in memory of Mr Michel Batisse, the Secretariat sent a MAB Circular Letter 
(N° 3, October 2009, attached) and received nine (9) eligible case studies by 15 January 2010.  
 
2. In total, the Secretariat received 21 files from 16 countries. Only nine (9) files filled the 
criteria for consideration (criteria attached). The Members of the International Advisory 
Committee for Biosphere Reserves recommended M. Alberto Kalesnik’s (Argentina) case study 
on the Delta del Paraná Biosphere Reserve which received the highest score with 88 points. 
This recommendation was endorsed by the MAB-ICC Bureau in April 2010.  
 
3. The MAB International Coordinating Council is invited to suggest means to increase the 
participation of biosphere reserves in applying for the Award and for the case studies to be 
models for sustainable development practices and for them to be better shared within the World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves, especially as learning sites for the United Nations Decade of 
Education for Sustainable Development. 
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Criteria for selecting the Michel Batisse Award winner 
 
 

• award for achievement (completed work and demonstrated results) and not for an 
application for proposed future actions to be taken; 

• subject/issue specific to biosphere reserves and not to ‘simple traditional’ protected 
areas; 

• project focusing on biosphere reserve management issues (as in the name of the 
award) and not ‘purely’ on scientific research; 

• complex project/actions integrating the three biosphere reserve functions; 
• innovative approach contributing to the further development of the biosphere reserve 

concept; 
• tangible/measurable outcomes promoting the biosphere reserve concept; 
• demonstration projects/‘best practice’ examples; 
• potential for application of the solutions and recommendations in other biosphere 

reserves; 
• the Advisory Committee members are not eligible for applying for the award. 

 
 








