== United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

H i s I: [l Organisation des Nations Unies pour I’éducation, la science et la culture

Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas para la Educacion, la Ciencia y la Cultura

REF.: MAB Circular Letter No. 4/03 4 August 2003
To: MAB National Committees
UNESCO National Commissions

Permanent Delegations to UNESCO
UNESCO Field Offices

Subjects: I. 2003 Sultan Qaboos Prize for Environmental Preservation

I1. MAB Young Scientists Awards: Selection of year 2004 Awards
and information regarding applications for the 2005 Awards

I. 2003 Sultan Qaboos Prize for Environmental Preservation

The Bureau of the International Co-ordinating Council of the MAB Programme at its
meeting on 8 July 2003, decided to award the 2003 Sultan Qaboos Prize for Environmental
Preservation jointly to the Centre for Ecology (Centro de Ecologia) in Venezuela and to the
Norwegian biodiversity specialist Peter Johan Schei, nominated by the United Nations
Environmental Programme (UNEP). The Centre for Ecology is a unit of the Venezuelan
Institute for Scientific Research (IVIC). For decades it has not only generated a wealth of
scientific knowledge in the field of tropical ecology but it has systematically and successfully
disseminated this knowledge to professionals and the general public through education,
training and awareness raising. The selection of Mr Schei is an appreciation of his
extraordinary contributions to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and natural
resources. Furthermore, through the Prize, the MAB Bureau acknowledges Mr Schei's role as
facilitator in the dialogue between developed and developing countries in the international
environmental arena, especially in the framework of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

The Prize winners will share the US $20,000 Sultan Qaboos Prize, which aims to
acknowledge outstanding contributions to the management or preservation of the environment
and which is made possible through a generous donation from His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
Bin Said Al-Said of Oman. A Prize ceremony will be organized in Budapest, Hungary, in
conjunction with the World Science Day on 10 November 2003.

Invitations for nominations for the 2005 Prize (the Prize is biannual) will be the
subject for a separate circular letter foreseen in late 2004, early 2005. Information regarding
the Sultan Qaboos Prize for Environmental Preservation is available on MAB’s web site on
address: http://www.unesco.org/mab/qaboos/sutanqg.htm
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1I. MAB Young Scientists Awards

Year 2004 MAB Young Scientists Awards

It is my great pleasure to inform you about the selection of the year 2004 MAB
Young Scientists Awards. Eleven candidates were selected for Awards by the Bureau of the
International Co-ordinating Council of the MAB Programme at its meeting on 8 July 2003.
The list of the year 2004 MAB Young Scientists Award winners is provided in Annex 1. The
MAB Secretariat has already duly informed all applicants of the MAB Bureau’s decision.

Applications for 2005 MAB Young Scientists Awards

Please find also attached an application form for the year 2005 Awards (Annex 2), as
well as an information note setting out the objectives and the criteria regarding selection of
the Awards (Annex 3). In order to facilitate the task of the MAB Bureau regarding selection
of Awards, the MAB ICC advises MAB National Committees to only endorse candidates that
meet the criteria. In this context, the MAB ICC would also like to encourage MAB National
Committees to promote women candidates, which, until now, remains a minority in the
applications received.

Despite budgetary constraints, I hope that for the year 2005, we will be able to
allocate at least another ten MAB Young Scientists Awards. Voluntary financial assistance to
the Award Scheme from Member States would help us reach this goal, or even make it
possible to allocate additional Awards. Your help in this respect would be highly appreciated.

Please note that applications for the year 2005 Awards should reach the MAB
Secretariat in Paris no later than 31 May 2004. I have to stress the importance of meeting
the deadline, because in previous years, a number of applications have actually arrived after
the deadline in which case they unfortunately are not eligible. As in previous years, all
applications must of course be endorsed and signed by the respective MAB National
Committee before they are submitted to the MAB Secretariat. Let me also recall that the
working languages of the MAB Secretariat are English and French, and that applications in
these languages only therefore will be accepted.

Finally, let me mention that information about the MAB Young Scientists Award
Scheme, including the objectives and selection criteria of Awards, as well as application
forms, are available on the UNESCO-MABnet on address:
http://www.unesco.org/mab/capacity/mys/awarmab2.htm

Thank you in advance for your co-operation.

Mireille Jardin
Director a.i.
Division of Ecological Sciences

Encl.: Annex I: List of the year 2004 MAB Young Scientists Awards.
Annex 2: Application form for the year 2005 MAB Young Scientists Awards.
Annex 3: MAB Young Scientists Awards Information Note.
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