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Subject:  Main recommendations and conclusions of MAB-ICC Bureau meeting,  

Paris, 25-29 June 2005 
 
 

Please find attached the main recommendations and conclusions of the last MAB-ICC 
Bureau meeting, which was held in UNESCO Headquarters, on 25-29 June 2005. These 
recommendations and conclusions are extracted from the final report of the MAB Bureau, 
which is available on the MABNet. 
 

All members, observer delegations and partners are cordially invited to send their 
comments on the enclosed document to the MAB Secretariat. 
 

I thank you for your continued support to the MAB Programme and the World Network 
of Biosphere Reserves.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Natarajan Ishwaran 
Director, 
Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences 
Secretary,  
Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB) 
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14. The Bureau commended the work of the MAB Urban Group and suggested that increased 
networking among cities and urban areas on urban ecology, biodiversity and biosphere 
reserve issues should be made. It was suggested that this topic would be taken up at the 
international workshop “Urban Nature 2006 – Local Governance and Biodiversity 
Conservation”, scheduled for 23-24 February 2006, just prior to the Local Governments for 
Sustainability (ICLEI) World Congress 2006 in Cape Town (South Africa), to which the 
MAB Urban Group had been invited to contribute.  
 
15. The Bureau took note that other future activities of the MAB Urban Group included the 
finalization, before the end of its present mandate in September 2006, of the on-going work 
on drafting criteria for the assessment of biosphere reserve proposals with significant urban 
components, and the elaboration of a draft five-year work programme on possible future 
urban ecology activities for the consideration of the Bureau.  
 
16. As regards the future marine work, the Bureau suggested that it be conducted in 
partnership with UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and World 
Heritage Centre, as well as UNU (particularly its Institute of Advanced Studies), and taking 
into account of marine work under other initiatives such as the Global International Waters 
Assessment, the Large Marine Ecosystems Initiative, and UNEP Regional Seas Programmes, 
and the CBD Jakarta Mandate on Marine and Coastal Biodiversity. 
17. As regards the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD), the Bureau 
recognized that there was a need to create a ‘culture for DESD’ closely linked to biosphere 
reserves. It thus suggested to reiterate to MAB National Committees the importance and the 
intersectoral nature of the DESD, allowing linkages between Ministries for Education, 
Culture, and Environment. The Chairperson of the Bureau suggested that the Secretariat 
prepare a letter to allow him to take up DESD matters with the ministers concerned in his 
country. 
 
18. In addition, the Bureau also suggested that UNESCO provide seed funding for two types 
of meetings in the context of activities to be supported under DESD: informal meetings at 
different sites using community representatives and especially young people from biosphere 
reserves to talk about their experience related to sustainable development in their local 
languages; and more formal national meetings for protected area personnel in general. Finally, 
the Bureau also supported the recommendation of the Advisory Committee that its present 
and former members be mobilized as necessary as speakers and activity leaders in DESD 
related events and activities. 
 
19. The Bureau noted with satisfaction that US$100,000 had been secured from a special 
UNESCO account in favour of least developed economies participating in GRASP (Great 
Apes Survival Project). These funds would be used in support of MAB Young Scientists 
research awards for projects focusing on issues related to the GRASP in 2006-2007.  
 
20. The Bureau agreed on the launching of a new scheme entitled “Michel Batisse Award for 
Biosphere Reserve Management”; the amount of the award had been set at US$ 6,000 plus 
international travel and allowances in Paris, France, to the winner to present the winning case 
study at the MAB-ICC session. The Michel Batisse Award would be granted every two years 
at the time of the ICC. Each country can submit one case study on biosphere reserve 
management (see details in paragraph 140 of the Bureau report) 
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21. The Bureau took note of a video film contest to commemorate the 10-year anniversary of 
the MABNet and the first year of the UNDESD, which was announced on the web page. The 
Bureau asked the Secretariat that a special recommendation be added to the application form 
in order to increase the attention of MAB coordinators and MAB National Committees for 
participating in the contest. 
 
22. The Bureau invited the Secretariat to launch a pilot project, including about six countries 
and their sites, to test out ways of preparing a complete data set for biosphere reserves. Such 
data sets should include the establishment of baselines that could be used for tracking changes 
in the status of biosphere reserves and thereby contribute towards the improvement of the 
effectiveness of the periodic review process (see also paragraph 145 of the final report). The 
Bureau would review the progress made in the design and launch of such a pilot project at its 
next meeting.  
 
23. In the meantime, the Bureau recommended that the Secretariat prepare a circular letter to 
MAB National Committees to inform them about the pilot project referred to in the paragraph 
mentioned above and to ask them to cooperate in providing relevant information for 
improving the database of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. 
 
24. The Bureau took note of the statement of the Permanent Delegation of India, expressing 
its support to the strengthening of the regional network in South and Central Asia and that it 
remained open to the proposal to set up a regional Biosphere Reserve Training Centre in India 
for the South Asian and Central Asian regions. The Bureau took note that India was willing to 
host a Dryland Workshop in Jodhpur in 2006 as a follow-up to the International Conference 
to be held in Tunisia in June 2006 and it invited the MAB Secretariat to further explore these 
proposals with the Permanent Delegation of India to UNESCO. 
 
25. Finally, the Bureau noted with satisfaction that an agreement with the Autonomous 
Community of the Basque Country (Spain) would involve the UNESCO Chair on 
Environment and Sustainable Development in relation with the Urdaibai Biosphere Reserve, 
located in Bilbao at the University of the Basque Country. Under this agreement, a Basque 
volunteer would be seconded to the MAB Secretariat for a period of one year in order to 
elaborate a co-operation scheme between the Basque Country (Spain) and Latin America. 
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