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INTRODUCTION

This document addressed to decision makers and relevant 

stakeholders aims to inform and promote girls’ schooling 

and learning in Niger. It is divided in two complementary 

parts that can also be read independently.

accomplished. The second part 

and support the arguments and 

part.

This material was prepared in the 

framework of a pilot project “Tackling 

of Japan and implemented for one 

of the Torodi district (Tillaberi region) at the primary 

and lower secondary levels. The choice of Torodi was 

socio-economic development for Niger.

in selected schools in the Torodi district as well as 

in school. This small-scale pilot project was designed as 

sessions for girls. 
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PROMOTING GIRLS’ EDUCATIONPART 1

WHY IS GIRLS’ EDUCATION BENEFICIAL FOR 
NIGER?

increases the chances of children going to school. 

Reduces early pregnancies and child marriages: Women 

years later than women who never went to school.

 is a and hope 

 with dignity and equal opportunity. It is 

a  and 

Tremendous progress has been accomplished since the 

 to reduce the gender gap.

 in 

Niger and 

 (providing conducive 

implemented to ensure sustainable and relevant support 

 should be reinforced 

as sustainable impacts and local ownership for girls’ 

WHAT WE KNOW WHAT WE CAN DO

KEY MESSAGES
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that ensures consistent and long-term behavioural changes so 

CONTINUOUS AND COLLECTIVE EFFORTS ARE 
NEEDED FOR GIRLS’ EDUCATION

development and agents of change.

 

always been a development issue 

of paramount importance in Niger. 

Impressive progress has been made 

especially in terms of girls’ enrolment 

partner commitments towards girls’ 

drops massively from primary to lower secondary school. The 

UNDERSTANDING THE CHALLENGES OF GIRLS’ 
EDUCATION IN NIGER

in schools arise from factors related to low social demand for 

. Social 

In a country where 

because they could engage instead in an income 

Child marriages and fear of early pregnancies: Early 

marriages for very young girls are highly frequent in Niger 

because it is considered as a means to prevent pregnancy 

. School is 
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 The lack of basic 

 The 

distance to school and a lack of housing structures is of 

ensure.

friendly.

educated female labour is considered a constraint on girls’ 

girls

supply constraints in order to promote comprehensive and 
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in Niger are necessary to ensure sustainable socio-

QUALITY OF EDUCATION

combining safe school environment for girls where 

all the basic services and school infrastructures 

system could also compensate for the high 

useful infrastructures for the whole community 

scholarships).    

for adults are also prominent because literate 

parents are more likely to send their daughters 

to school. 

 

provided for teachers through pre-service and in-

service programmes.

 who can serve as role 

RECOMMENDATIONS
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models and support girls’ learning could inspire 

teachers to go to rural schools or to recruit local 

female teachers.

EDUCATION GOVERNANCE

 

 

 should be 

ADVOCACY, SENSITIZATION 
AND RESEARCH

 on the 

strategies. 

SYNERGY AMONG ALL 
STAKEHOLDERS AND FINANCING 

should be 

resources as well as sustainable impacts and local 

  

should target the major issues 

 should involve 

opinion leaders as well as community based 

ownership and sustainable commitment for girls’ 

More funds should be allocated to support 
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successfully implemented in Niger and could inspire future 

This part provides an overview of completed gender and 

both primary and secondary school .

reports).

GIRLS’ EDUCATION IN NIGER:
WHAT HAS WORKED
A SELECTION OF GOOD PRACTICES

PART 2
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FINANCING HOST FAMILIES 
AND SCHOLARSHIPS FOR GIRLS’ 
SECONDARY SCHOOL RETENTION7

June 2006–December 2010

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY

BENEFICIARIES

of Niger 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

of boarding schools. Secondary schools with low girls’ 

  (community 

families and families of origin. 

KEY RESULTS 

performance in school resulted in fewer early marriages and 

pregnancies.    

CHALLENGES 

Support for host families should have included food supplies 

KEY SUCCESS FACTORS

contributed to retaining girls throughout secondary school. 

subsequent management of the project contributed to 

the ownership and sustainability of the project by the local 

community.

MORE INFORMATION 
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“GIRLS IN SCHOOL”: COMMUNITY 
AND STAKEHOLDERS’ 
INVOLVEMENT9

July 2008–December 2009

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY

BENEFICIARIES

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

including raising awareness about gender equality through 

KEY RESULTS 

of girls and the value for the community. The enthusiasm 

convinced the parents to massively send girls to school. 

enrolment of girls. The project also supported greater 

school.  

families as a new symbol of the parents’ open-mindedness. 

CHALLENGES 

KEY SUCCESS FACTORS

The tutoring sessions along with the rewarding of the best 

in school.

 

should ensure the sustainability of the project. 

“We no longer have work for boys 

and another for girls. Everyone does 

everything...roles formerly played by 

boys, are now played by girls. Similarly, 

the tasks considered to be devoted to girls 

are now done by boys.” – An inhabitant
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NGO CONSORTIUM TO 
IMPROVE INFRASTRUCTURE, 
TEACHING QUALITY AND 
COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION10

October 2008–September 2010

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY

BENEFICIARIES

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

KEY RESULTS 

conducive school environment were successfully built. 

of classrooms. The project design was also a considerable 

comprised complementary and integrated structures (three 

and a water point.) The greater accessibility resulted in 

female teachers in the rural areas were of crucial importance.  

all the age groups with adult literacy classes taking place at the 

CHALLENGES 

KEY SUCCESS FACTORS

ensured the ownership and sustainability of the project. 

While the recruitment of female teachers served as a source 

Adult literacy classes encouraged parents to support their 

MORE INFORMATION 
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PROVIDING AT-RISK GIRLS
WITH A SECOND CHANCE AND 
VOCATIONAL TRAINING11

2010–2013  

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY

BENEFICIARIES

(Tillaberi region)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

mainly based on formal learning and literacy programmes. 

governance. 

and out-of-school girls into the socioeconomic life with 

KEY RESULTS 

enabling them to be assisted in developing both a professional 

and personal project. 

CHALLENGES 

The project design was not integrated into the formal 

issues including girls’ general access and achievement in 

KEY SUCCESS FACTORS

for this project. 

project. 

MORE INFORMATION 
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AN INTEGRATED RESPONSE 
TO GIRLS’ NUTRITION AND 
EDUCATION ISSUES12

2012–2015 

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY

BENEFICIARIES

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

 

in micronutrients powder or iron and folic acid supplements. 

A group of vulnerable girls was also selected to receive a 

KEY RESULTS 

reported that they understood the advantages of postponing 

CHALLENGES 

the low level of students in primary and secondary schools and 

campaigns.  

programs. 

KEY SUCCESS FACTORS

girls.

MORE INFORMATION

org.                                 

org.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

www.dakar.unesco.org


