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Dear readers,

Welcome to the latest edition of our
newsletter, which covers the months of April
and May 2018.

In Afghanistan, Bamyan has been added to

5. %3#/ 80 , AAOT ET ¢ # E O Eelpériencds Grépfementihg the22030 A O

celebrated in early April. The Bamyan
Cultural Centre also opened internship
courses for Afghan female engineers to
benefit from an onrsite experience in a large
and signifi@ant construction project in
Afghanistan.

In Iran, members of the AsiRacific

Geoparks Network and representatives of
National Commissions for UNESCO from 17
countries gathered on Qeshm Island for the
international meeting and workshop on
UNESCO Global G@parks. Mr. Patrick
McKeever, Secretary of the International
Geoscience and Geoparks Program of
UNESCO and Mr. Nickolas Zouros, President
of the Global Geoparks Network were the
main speakers at the event. Qeshm Island
ARRKI i A )OAT 60 EEQOO 5.
in May 2017.

In Pakistan, UNESCO hosted a roundtable on

freedom of expression and safety of
journalists. The multstakeholder discussion,

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

LT

UNESCO TEHRAN CLUSREOFFICE COVERING GHANISTAN, |.R. IRAN TS [EEUE
PAKISTAN AND TURKMENSTAN

national legislation and international
ACOAAI AT 666h AT A 11
£ O EI b1 Al AT OAOGET 1
upcoming general elections.

Turkmenistan participated in the Istanbul
Development Dialogues and shared its

Agenda for Sustainable Development.
UNESCO led the national consultations on

SDG 4 in Turkmenistan in 2016, and since . )
then, the United Nations agencies have been Plan of Operatlon for KOICA

actively cooperating with the Government on funds of $ 3.4 million signed by
the implementation of the goks. Attheend  UNESCO and Government of
of last year, a Mainstreaming, Acceleration Pakistan for promotion of Girls
and Policy Support (MAPS) mission .

completed its work, which provided practical Education
recommendations to accelerate the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda in the
country. Turkmenistan was one of the first
five countries in Europe and CIS to host a
MAPS mission.

Learn more about out activities and events in
this new edition of the newsletter. Enjoy the
read!

w3#/ 11 AAT Al UNESCO Tehran Celebrates
With best regards, International Day of Sport for
Development and Peace

Esther Kuisch Laroche

Al AOGOAA 11 3% Xa OAOCAO XDiattor®@ Répteseaidiived OAT E A

access to information and protect
fundamental freedoms, in accordae with

UNESCO Tehran Cluster Office



Feature Stories

UNESCO Islamabad Office signs USD 2.8 Million project w
Government of Punjab for Promoting Sustainable Tourism
and Economic Growth

i\

FromA project agreement was signed by UNESCO and the In addition to creating site management plans, the project takes a
Government of Punjab and UNESCO on the 19th of February, 2018 at  community-centered approach within the framework of this project,
an event in front of Wazir Khan Mosque in Lahore. With the financial through capacitybuilding of communities surrounding the sites,
support of the World Bank, under the Punjab Tourism for Economic promoting repect for cultural diversity through education, and
Growth Projet (PTEGP), UNESCO has signed the component of the providing support to the current custodians of the sites through
B0 Oi OAAGETT AT A 00711 OEIT 1 & #061 OfadiAg all thewbike,naigtdining tAe sanity Bl feligiatis @lue of
3000AET AAT A 471 OOEOI AT A % AT 11T 1 EA thesites tBrEughdconsultation with key stakeholders in the religio

communities.
This is an opportunity to promote Pakistan as a region where people
of various religions and culturesn congregate to reminisce and The chief guest Malik Nadeem Kamran, Minister for Planning &
relive their shared history. Sikhism, Buddhism, Islam and Hinduism all Development, expressed the government's commitment to
have spiritual significance that is grounded in Pakistan. According to a strategically reform the tourism sector of Punjab, providing state
recent study conducted by the World Bank, it is estimated that Sikh the-art tourism services across the province in corfion with the
and Buddhistourism alone could generate PKR 20 billion per annum World Bank and UNESCO, while also mobilizing private investment in
and have the ability to generate 40,000 jobs every year. the tourism sector, specifically targeting heritage tourism to promote

~ a pluralistic image of the country.

yl TETA xEOE 5. %3#/ 60 1 AT AAOAR OEA pPOI EAAO AEI O AO POI i1 OETC OEA
effective management of tourism to heritage of religious interests. Ms. Vibeke Jensen, Representative/Director of UNESCO Pakistan said
The overdlgoal is to foster tolerance and peace by raising awareness El EAO OPAAAE AO OEA AOGAT Oh 0O6&i O
and cultural respect for diversity, while implementing effective the holistic approach it has adopted by bringing together the
cultural heritage and tourism management policies and plans through economic and livelihood dimensions with social cohesion objectives
institutional reform. and the fostering of respect for cultural and religiousetsity. We

firmly believe that it is high time for Pakistan to use its incredible
The project will focus on several sitefreligious importance, cultural heritage to promote sustainable development in all its
including the Hindu temple of Katas Raj, Mankiala stupa four dimensions: be it: economic, social, environmental or peace. This
Gurdwaras Rohri Sahib and Sacha Sauda, Janam Ashtan, Kartarpur project is exacﬂy about that and as Smfvery good examp|e of an
and finally, the Sufi shrines in Uch Sharif. In addition, Lahore and ET EOEAODEOA O OOAT O1l ABA OEA 00600

Taxila Museum will also be supportddough the development of
management plans.



Feature Stories

20,000 Afghan Learners Ready to Learn to Read and Write

1

UNESCO trained teachers for new literacy
course in Afghanistan.

During the course 32 tepotch trainers,
who will be employed in the roll out of the
new literacy course.

The new course is a direct follow up of the
basic literacy courses in Afghanistan,
supported by UNESCO, in which over 2
million students were enrolled.

The trainers will train over 1500 trainers,
who will teach over 20,000 new students in
30 provinces, not only with reading and
writing, but also with specific skills like
beekeeping, poulty farming, dairy
products, and tailoring to start with.

Course books, learning materials, as well as
for example kits with bees, cloth, sewing
machines, churning machines and even
chicken.

This powerful concept is developed by the
Deputy Ministry of Edoation for Literacy,
with the support of UNESCO, and will
deliver men and women able to read and
write and start their own business. The
economy of Afghanistan is growing with 3
4% annually, and literate and wedkilled
employees are increasingly demandexl
keep up with the economic growth.

Said Hassan (in the center) is one of the 32
skills based literacy course trainers
UNESCO trained this week. He will train

the facilitators in Jalalabad city of

""" EA OAUOq O
the Ministryof Education, and when my
contract ended, | started my own tailoring
workshop, and by the grace of the
Almighty Allah it is going well, the new
literacy course will help a large number of
pAT PI A O ET AOAAOA OE

All these 32 trainers aneery well
experienced, some of them even have
University degrees, and are committed to
help achieve the SDG4 goals to which the
Government of Afghanistan has signed up.



Feature Stories

Turkmenistan tells the world how to partner on SDGs
accelerationat Istanbul Development Dialogues

Istanbul. April 34, 2018.
Turkmenistan shared its
experience of implementing
the Agenda 2030 at the 2018
edition of the Istanbul
Development Dialogues
organized by the United
Nations Development
Programme in Turkey at the
UNDP Istanbul Regional Hub.
4EEO UAAOGBO AO.
reality of global develpment
and brought more than 80
participants among which
senior policymakers, business
leaders, civil society and

experts, who discussed what ™ :
<1 OEO AT A xEAO ﬁw ‘E
successful path to 2030. ; 2

The delegation from = ‘ 151%-‘““?"' %

Turkmenistan was led by %5\
Mr.OrazmuhammetAshirov, By, - v o O 3N . W v
the Director of the Institute of o et 'y ¥ 7, 1 Ao \" he \ '
Strategy and Sustainable | ' : T o ; Ve B/ ALSR B8
Development of Turkmenistan | ' : ' )
who shared during the ’ ‘ ’ ‘ k ‘
#1171 £ZAOAT AA8 O b. i G p

the efforts made by el . R » Tl
Turkmenistan to achieve the < / . - - .
Sustainable Development : ' T

Goals (SDGs). policy makers and nogovernment partners on experiences of more than 15 countries from the
region in progressing towards SDGs. Businesses, development and commercial badksvil

The other pariicipants tihe session made society organizations shared also their involvement in the agenda 2030.

of representatives from the Governments

of Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as During his speech Mr. Ashirov noted that Turkmenistan and the United Nations have been

well as a number of United Nations actively cooperating on SDG implementation since the goals have been nationalized in
agencies, discussed the soagonomic, Turkmenistan in 2016. At the end of last year, led by UNDP, a Mainstreaming, Acceleration and
governance, and innovaticrelated Policy Support (MAPS) mission completed its work and made recommendations about
challenges of sustainable development in acceleration of SDGs in Turkmenistan.

their work.

. L ~In 2017, Tlkmenistan was one of the first five countries in Europe and CIS to host the MAPS
4EA )s$sswoxn AT A OEA b AmiSbriwdithdrovdedpatticalsdidiidhs to accelerate the implementation of Agenda 2030 in
the opportunity for exchanges among the country.



Feature Stories

Qeshm Island of Iran Hosts International Meeting and
Workshop on UNESCO Global Geoparks

Qeshm Island, 28 April 2018/embers of the Asid@acific Geoparks Network and representatived\ational Commissions for UNESCO from 17
countries gathered in Qeshm Island of Iran to attend an international meeting and workshop on UNESCO Global G&bparleeting that was
organized by UNESCO Cluster Office in Tehran through collaboration with thar@ation of the Geological Survey & Mineral Explorations of Iran,
Qeshm Free Zone Organization and the Iranian National Commission for UNESCO in the Qeshm Island as the only UNESCO tBeopialidén

east provided a neutral platform for discussicarsd exchange of ideas between Geopark experts and also with hundreds of Iranian participants who
were interested in adopting new policies for development of Geoparks in their country.

Ms. Esther Kuisctiaroche, Director and Representative of UNESCO Teltaister Office in her opening remarks by highlighting the fact that

UNESCO Global Geoparks give local people a sense of pride in their region and strengthen their identification with thelafed,d, O4 EA A OA
innovative local enterprises, new jobsd highquality training courses are stimulated, as new sources of revenue that are generated through

AAT O GXsEOh36#s ' 11T AAT ' AT PAOEO AOA Ail AAT OO PAOOI AOOCEED AT AlyAi T DA
throughreCET T AT AT A CciT AAl T AOxT OEO xAOA ETIT x1 AACAh EAAAO AT A AAOO bPOA

Mr. Patrick Mc Keever, Secretary of the International Geoscience and Geoparks Program of UNESCO and Mr. Nickolas ZalenspP¢sbal
Geoparks Network as theain lecturers of the event also in their presentations underscored the role of local communities in sustainable
management of Geoparks. Currently there are 140 UNESCO Global Geoparks in 38 countries around the world that are maitrigtednicdzurope
and East AsiaQeshm Geopark, represents important ecological and cultural heritage of Iran due to its unique geological, geographio|egdse
and ecological features such as unique methods of fresh water keeping and collecting that is manifektedrichitecture of the islandThe island is
famous due to its tangible and intangible cultural heritage, wildlife, the mangrove forests on the coastline, and the anaranfl fauna species that
can be found there.

In May 2017, Qeshm Island receitkd UNESCO Global Geopark label due to its exposed geological formations that have been shaped by erosion
generating a range of spectacular landscapes and beautiful rock deserts. Currently Iran enjoys the privilege of havin§QQ@ Wi d Heritage
Sites,12 UNESCO biosphere reserves and 1 UNESCO Global Geopark (Qeshm Island).




Education

Plan of Operation for KOICA funds of $ 3.4 million signed k
UNESCO and Government of Pakistan for promotion of Git

Education

UNESCO Islamabad and
Ministry of FederaEducation
and Professional Training,
Government of Pakistan,
signed a plan of operation for
a Korean funded project to
00pbPI OO ' EOI OB
Education in districts
Bahawalpur and Muzaffargarh
in South Punjab and Astore
and Ganche in GilgiBaltistan.

The$ 3.4 million project with
the Korea International
Cooperation Agency (KOICA)
will support national capacity
AOGEI AET ¢ O OA
01 AAOAAOEITT E
Punjab province and Gilgit
Baltistan, through
interventions targeting
education officals, community
leaders, teachers and parents.

O4EA 2ADPOAI EA
support to UNESCO,
especially to education, is
extremely valuable in expanding the Malala Girls Right to Education Programme in four new districts for promotion of adogsality 0E CE O1 06
education. It is encouraging that donors are showing interest in education sector in Pakistan, which is a testimonycohfidgnce in the present

T OAOT 1T AT 080 AZEAEI 000 &£ O POITITOETT 1 £ AAidraAdPiofessionalTraifiigAMutfainrGad Bafigh 6 8
Ur-Rehman, highlighted.

Ms. Vibeke Jensen, Representative UNESCO in Pakistan expressed her gratitude to the people of the Republic of Kore®f&rEdp® CE Ol 08
in Pakistan. This support will en@UNESCO to expand the outreach of its exiting Girls Right to Education Programme in additional districts in
Punjab and Gilgit A1l OEOOAT xEAOA OEA ET AEAAOI OO0 £ O GCEOI 06 AAOAAOQEI TssihadA O
Training for its unwavering support and ownership of the Girls Right to Education Programme in Pakistan.

Mr. Chung Jong Hyon, Country Head KOICA, Islamabad expressed his pleasure on collaboration with the Government of RakIstBES @D for
promotion of girls education in most needy areas of the country. He assured his continued cooperation for furthering the cause tarEituca
Pakistan.

The Government of Pakistan contributed $ 10 million to the Malala Funds in Trust for Girls Right to Edudatidishesi in 2012, of which $ 7 million
AOA AAOI AOEAA &I O OEA ' EOI 08 2ECEO O %AOAAOQOEIT bDPOI CAAEOB EE QREE
at primary level in four provinces and four federal areas.



Education

Afghanistan Boosts Literacy Programs by Receiving

Assistance from UNESCO

A large conference organized by the Deputy Ministry of Education for
Literacy with the help of UNESCO office in Kabul brought together
hundreds of participants form civil society, sports, arts and culture,
and the media in Kabul this week, including HSBrwar Danish, the
2nd VicePresident of Afghanistan and Head of the National Literacy
Committee, H. E. Mohammad Ibarahim Shinwarai the Minister of
Education, and Dr. Sardar Mohammad Rahimi the Deputy Minister of
Education for Literacy.

UNESCO's adult literacy and ndarmal education programs in
Afghanistan. He pointed out the significant achievements of the

"T OAOT T AT O 1T &£ | ZCEAT EOOAT h AAAET
social mobilization,F OAOAAU AT A OEEI |1 O AAOAI
iT00 O006I1TAOAAT A AT A AgAl OAAA Ul O
)y AAOAEEI 3EET xAOER ! ZCEAT EOOAT 80
i AEET ¢ PATPI A 1 EOGAOAOA EO AOGAOUI
rally together for #Education4All.

The Vice0 OAOEAAT O EEGCEI ECEOAA OEA AOOAEAI OEEDOOOCAEAAAEZADEDORDAABURLADDE

would like to request all participants to organize programs and reund
table meetings to help our country teach our people read and write,
and make our people aware that literacy willdgisocial and
AATTTIEA AAGAI T Pi AT 0856

On behalf of UNESCO Mr. Danilo Padilla Head of Education, and
Officer in Charge, showed his concern about persisting high levels of
illiteracy in the country, and appreciated the Governments of Japan,
Sweden, Finlandrad South Korea for their unwavering support for

art, sports, culture and media made their commitment to promote
literacy in Afghanistan. All representatives signed a commitment
letter at the end of the confemce. The letter was read by the Deputy
Minister of Education for Literacy, Dr. Sardar Mohammad Rahimi.

Afghanistan is among those countries that have the lowest literacy
rates in world, due to decades of ongoing conflict and fragility.



Education

Womends Rights on Literacy
|l nternational Aighanistannds Day

Kabul, Afghanistan | The second week in passionate pledge for sustaining the instructional materials, to share with fellow
March, men and women gathered in achievements of the pst decade or so. Ms Afghan women and women around the

AAT AAOGAGETT 1T £ )1 OAOT ABakiind Karmi, @nk of hé participénis,U h world. The meeting also includiea drama

and pressed for more progress towards the OOAOAAR OxA OEI O A 11 Oshadwitha caiébfatiddof Afghan@tdre,
achievement of the rights of women in the AAT AAGAOGET T 1T & xii Al Oaskdladamudicdl peFdrngancd. x A

Afghan society.Many representatives of should instead advocate more broadly for

national and international NGOs, together public awareness of our struggle with the The lively discussions discussed the

with staff of the Deputy Ministry of oppression of women in Afghanih and AEEEAOAT ARO AAOxAAT O
Education for Literacy (DMoEL), attended around the world, we need more to change providing knowledge and tools in the peace

the International Women's Day the lives of women. " she said. and reconstruction agenda of the current
Celebrations, organized by the Deputy Governnent. More group work and paying
Ministry of Education for Literacy, with The celebration in Kabul also drew OAOPAAO O1 OEA OEAI A
financial and technical supporto attention to the Darakhte-danesh online Al O 001 COAOGOGqh OITE
UNESCO. The key speech was delivered by ~ library with content and resources ranging xI T AT60 OECEOO ET A |
Ms. Huma Noorestani, part of the senior from literacy to higher education. The context, expressing commitment to
management in the DMoEL in Kabul. library is a larg online source with AAEEAOET ¢ AOAT 11 0A A

published materials in Pashto, Dari and rights in Afghanistan.
OA OT A O E Enpglidh. The gartichoané GereseAdduraged
EOOAT AA 1O helpth®library With fadstfohsadd O
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Education

Afghan Woman Learns to Read, Write and Earn a Living
through the Ministry of Education Literacy Department and

UNESCO Support

South-East of Bamyan, there is a beautiful village called Qazan. It is locatec
Foladi valley, a fitile land where rain falls, rivers flow in all seasons and the
valley becomes full of radiant flowers in the summer.

This is where Ms. Nikbakhta lives, with her three brothers and two sisters. £
ambitious young woman, she has already completed the@nth Basic

General Literacy (BGL) programme, which is supported by UNESCO. After
graduation, Nikbakhta decided to take the entrance exam for the Skills Bast
Literacy (SBL) course. She was successful, and is now studying in a SBL cl

Nikbakhta is the first in her family who can read and write, and her three
brothers and two sisters look up to her example. Hame has a special
OECT EEEAAT AA £ O OEAiqd EO [ AAT O 6,
environment and the high price of honey, Nikbakhta selected the-keeping
course. Soon she hopes to contribute towards the family income, supportin
the economic deglopment of her family and the society in general.Apart
from Nikbakhta, there are 1,000 other learners in Bamyan province who are
1 AAOT ET ¢ O AAOT A 1 EOEIT C OEOI OCE 5. %3#/60 3", bDOI COAI I A8

First Visit of Afghan MoE official to Saighan District Results
in Major Commitment to Improve Literacy

= gy s enag Speaking at the ceremony, Mullah Mohammad Yonas Khatibi, Chief

TRy | T % 1 /& 3AECEAT AEOOOEAOQGS O edfisG@pportio) Ol

( "“&M‘,w UNESCO and the DMoEL to increase the literacy rate in his district.
M 4088 P e lle : 1 @ He advocated a target of launching one literacy course in every

Masjed within this year to make more people read and write. The
oy

S )" o

mullah also asked for more books and insttional materials, as he
promised to spread public awareness through campaigns and Masjed
gatherings.

)90 »Jgé .j)lg "J')B

Dr. Sardar Mohammad Rahimi expressed his commitment to the
people of Saighan district. He added that although UNESCO

supports the DMoEL technicallynd financially, more people should

also volunteer to support the literacy programme, to help

Afghanistan achieve SDG4, the global goal on education.He advised
All OEA 1 EOAOAAU 1T £Z£ZEAAOO ET OEA
Skills Based Literacy (&Bprogramme, and share their suggestions

The Saighan districof Bamyan province has recorded the first visit of regarding SBL with DMoEL for future implementation.

high-ranking officials from the Ministry of Education. This brought
together dozens of religious scholars, tribal leaders, local government
officials and youths, who attended a welcome ceremony for the
Deputy Minister of Education for Literacy (DMoEL), Dr. Sardar
Mohammad Rahimi. He was accompanied by his team and UNESCO
representatives.

Dr. Rahimi is the highesgtanking official of the MoE to visit the
Saighan district in the last 15 years, and this is a good step for
| ACEAT EOOAT 8rdedutdtiéhAl T DI AT O E



Education

Bibi Gul Adult Literacy Contest 2018 Winners Announced i

Kabul

Kabulz 26 MARCH A top submission of the Ministry of Defense was
announced as the first place winner of the Bibi Gul Literacy Contest
2018, in an award ceremony with tiérst Lady of Afghanistan, H.E.
Madam Rula Ghani.

As the Goodwill Ambassador for Youth and Adult Literacy in
Afghanistan, First Lady Ghani acknowledged the achievements in the
field of literacy, and expressed her enthusiasm for the skills based
xEEAEh OEA OAEAN

T 60 1 AOGEI 168

ARGAT T PI AT O 1T &
Madam Ghani especially lauded the workbooks and training program
developed in collaboration with UNESCO, and the skills training
offered for beekeeping, dairy products, taiing, and poultry farming,
noting that these opportunities bring positive change in the lives of
many. Together with the Ministry of Education Literacy Department,
UNESCO developed this unique approach, which brings hundreds of
thousands of men, womenral youth to learn to read and write, and

at the same time, learn basic skills for economic advancement.

The literacy award ceremony was held in the Government Media
Information Center in Kabul. Ms. Patricia McPhillips, the Director and
Representative of UNSCO in Afghanistan, Niclas Thalén the First
Secretary, Development Cooperation Embassy of Sweden in Kabul,
Dr. Sardar Mohammad Rahimi, Deputy Minister of Education for

Literacy (DMoEL), other government
officials, and media reporters also
attended the evet.

Dr. Rahimi noted his appreciation for
All OOAEAEIT T AAOOS
particular UNESCO, for the longtime
partnership. He thanked the
programme donors Japan, Finland,
Sweden and South Korea, and
highlighted the importance of
continuing to sipport literacy
programs in Afghanistan.

Ms. Patricia McPhillips expressed
5. %3#/ 60 Al 11 EOIATO
OAUET ch O5. w3#/ FAEEO
Government and the people of
Afghanistan in working towards
achieving the Sustainable
Development Goal 4 (#Litgk AUT | 1 1 ¢
She also stated that with support
from key partners such as Japan,
Sweden, Finland and the Republic of Korea, many Afghans who have
not received the opportunity of an education now have access to basic
literacy and education at all levels, patlarly for more women and
girls.

The Bibi Gul Youth and Adult Literacy Contest 2018, under the theme
O, EOAOAAU &1 O 31 AEAT #EAT CA AT A
_ _ organized by the Deputy Ministry of Education for Literacy and the
O E SkicO e Fireh 1 Ayt rePsupRdr srARESC0. Al of 24
nominations were received which were evaluated by an independent
jury committee.The Literacy Development Management project of
the Ministry of Defense was the first place winner, with the National
Federation oflUNESCO Associations in Japan NFkabul office as
the second place winner, and the Patriots' Occupational Organization
as the third place winner. The winners received 2,000 USD, 1,500 USD
and third winner 1,000 USD respectively.

Afghanistan has some of the lowest literacy rates in the world, where
due to conflict, many people in the country were unable to access any
form of education. Unconfirmed numbers say that from all 34 million
citizens in Afghanistangne third or over 10 million are currently
illiterate.






































http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kabul/home/
http://unesco.org.pk/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/tehran/home/

