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Dear readers,  
 
Welcome to the latest edition of our 
newsletter, which covers the months of April 
and May 2018.  
 
In Afghanistan, Bamyan has been added to 
5.%3#/ȭÓ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ #ÉÔÉÅÓ ,ÉÓÔȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ 
celebrated in early April. The Bamyan 
Cultural Centre also opened internship 
courses for Afghan female engineers to 
benefit from an on-site experience in a large 
and significant construction project in 
Afghanistan. 
 
In Iran, members of the Asia-Pacific 
Geoparks Network and representatives of 
National Commissions for UNESCO from 17 
countries gathered on Qeshm Island for the 
international meeting and workshop on 
UNESCO Global Geoparks. Mr. Patrick 
McKeever, Secretary of the International 
Geoscience and Geoparks Program of 
UNESCO and Mr. Nickolas Zouros, President 
of the Global Geoparks Network were the 
main speakers at the event. Qeshm Island 
ÂÅÃÏÍÅ )ÒÁÎȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ 5.%3#/ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ 'ÅÏpark 
in May 2017. 
 
In Pakistan, UNESCO hosted a roundtable on 
freedom of expression and safety of 
journalists. The multi-stakeholder discussion, 
ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ 3$' Χά ÔÁÒÇÅÔ ΧΦȡ Ȱ%ÎÓÕÒÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ 
access to information and protect 
fundamental freedoms, in accordance with 

national legislation and international 
ÁÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔÓȱȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÁÔ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÓÔÅÐÓ 
ÆÏÒ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ 
upcoming general elections. 
 
Turkmenistan participated in the Istanbul 
Development Dialogues and shared its 
experiences in implementing the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
UNESCO led the national consultations on 
SDG 4 in Turkmenistan in 2016, and since 
then, the United Nations agencies have been 
actively cooperating with the Government on 
the implementation of the goals. At the end 
of last year, a Mainstreaming, Acceleration 
and Policy Support (MAPS) mission 
completed its work, which provided practical 
recommendations to accelerate the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda in the 
country. Turkmenistan was one of the first 
five countries in Europe and CIS to host a 
MAPS mission. 
 
Learn more about out activities and events in 
this new edition of the newsletter. Enjoy the 
read! 
                            
With best regards, 
hfhgfshgfjhjhgfhgshgfhfghfghfghfghfghfghf
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hsghsghgfhsfhhfghfghfghsh 

Esther Kuisch Laroche  
Director & Representative  

UNESCO Tehran Cluster Office 
 

 

Plan of Operation for KOICA 
funds of $ 3.4 million signed by 
UNESCO and Government of 
Pakistan for promotion of Girls 
Education

 

UNESCO Tehran Celebrates 
International Day of Sport for 
Development and Peace  



 

 

 

 

 

Feature Stories 

 

From A project agreement was signed by UNESCO and the 
Government of Punjab and UNESCO on the 19th of February, 2018 at 
an event in front of Wazir Khan Mosque in Lahore. With the financial 
support of the World Bank, under the Punjab Tourism for Economic 
Growth Project (PTEGP), UNESCO has signed the component of the 
Ȱ0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ 0ÕÎÊÁÂ ÆÏÒ 
3ÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ %ÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ 'ÒÏ×ÔÈȢȱ 

This is an opportunity to promote Pakistan as a region where people 
of various religions and cultures can congregate to reminisce and 
relive their shared history. Sikhism, Buddhism, Islam and Hinduism all 
have spiritual significance that is grounded in Pakistan. According to a 
recent study conducted by the World Bank, it is estimated that Sikh 
and Buddhist tourism alone could generate PKR 20 billion per annum 
and have the ability to generate 40,000 jobs every year.  

)Î ÌÉÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ 5.%3#/ȭÓ ÍÁÎÄÁÔÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÁÉÍÓ ÁÔ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
effective management of tourism to heritage of religious interests. 
The overall goal is to foster tolerance and peace by raising awareness 
and cultural respect for diversity, while implementing effective 
cultural heritage and tourism management policies and plans through 
institutional reform.  

The project will focus on several sites of religious importance, 
including the Hindu temple of Katas Raj, Mankiala stupa four 
Gurdwaras- Rohri Sahib and Sacha Sauda, Janam Ashtan, Kartarpur 
and finally, the Sufi shrines in Uch Sharif. In addition, Lahore and 
Taxila Museum will also be supported through the development of 
management plans. 

In addition to creating site management plans, the project takes a 
community-centered approach within the framework of this project, 
through capacity-building of communities surrounding the sites, 
promoting respect for cultural diversity through education, and 
providing support to the current custodians of the sites through 
training- all the while, maintaining the sanctity and religious value of 
the sites through consultation with key stakeholders in the religious 
communities.  

The chief guest Malik Nadeem Kamran, Minister for Planning & 
Development, expressed the government's commitment to 
strategically reform the tourism sector of Punjab, providing state-of-
the-art tourism services across the province in conjunction with the 
World Bank and UNESCO, while also mobilizing private investment in 
the tourism sector, specifically targeting heritage tourism to promote 
a pluralistic image of the country. 

Ms. Vibeke Jensen, Representative/Director of UNESCO Pakistan said 
ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÓÐÅÅÃÈ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔȟ Ȱ&ÏÒ 5.%3#/ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÉÓ 
the holistic approach it has adopted by bringing together the 
economic and livelihood dimensions with social cohesion objectives 
and the fostering of respect for cultural and religious diversity. We 
firmly believe that it is high time for Pakistan to use its incredible 
cultural heritage to promote sustainable development in all its 
dimensions: be it: economic, social, environmental or peace. This 
project is exactly about that and as such a very good example of an 
ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÇÏÁÌÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙȢȱ 

 

UNESCO Islamabad Office signs USD 2.8 Million project with 

Government of Punjab for Promoting Sustainable Tourism 

and Economic Growth 



 

 

 

 

 

Feature Stories 

 

UNESCO trained teachers for new literacy 
course in Afghanistan.  

During the course 32 top-notch trainers, 
who will be employed in the roll out of the 
new literacy course.  

The new course is a direct follow up of the 
basic literacy courses in Afghanistan, 
supported by UNESCO, in which over 2 
million students were enrolled.  

The trainers will train over 1500 trainers, 
who will teach over 20,000 new students in 
30 provinces, not only with reading and 
writing, but also with specific skills like 
beekeeping, poultry farming, dairy 
products, and tailoring to start with.  

Course books, learning materials, as well as 
for example kits with bees, cloth, sewing 
machines, churning machines and even 
chicken.  

This powerful concept is developed by the 
Deputy Ministry of Education for Literacy, 
with the support of UNESCO, and will 
deliver men and women able to read and 
write and start their own business. The 
economy of Afghanistan is growing with 3-
4% annually, and literate and well-skilled 
employees are increasingly demanded to 
keep up with the economic growth.  

Said Hassan (in the center) is one of the 32 
skills based literacy course trainers 
UNESCO trained this week. He will train 

the facilitators in Jalalabad city of 
.ÅÎÇÒÁÈÁÒȟ ÈÅ ÓÁÙÓȡ Ȱ) ÁÍ Á ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÏÆ 
the Ministry of Education, and when my 
contract ended, I started my own tailoring 
workshop, and by the grace of the 
Almighty Allah it is going well, the new 
literacy course will help a large number of 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÉÎÃÏÍÅȢȱ 

All these 32 trainers are very well 
experienced, some of them even have 
University degrees, and are committed to 
help achieve the SDG4 goals to which the 
Government of Afghanistan has signed up. 

  

20,000 Afghan Learners Ready to Learn to Read and Write 



 

 

 

 

 

Feature Stories 

 

Istanbul. April 3-4, 2018. 

Turkmenistan shared its 

experience of implementing 

the Agenda 2030 at the 2018 

edition of the Istanbul 

Development Dialogues 

organized by the United 

Nations Development 

Programme in Turkey at the 

UNDP Istanbul Regional Hub. 

4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ 

reality of global development 

and brought more than 80 

participants among which 

senior policy-makers, business 

leaders, civil society and 

experts, who discussed what 

×ÏÒËÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÆÏÒ Á 

successful path to 2030. 

The delegation from 

Turkmenistan was led by 

Mr.Orazmuhammet Ashirov, 

the Director of the Institute of 

Strategy and Sustainable 

Development of Turkmenistan 

who shared during the 

#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȭÓ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÆÏÒÕÍ 

the efforts made by 

Turkmenistan to achieve the 

Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs).  

The other participants of the session made 

of representatives from the Governments 

of Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as 

well as a number of United Nations 

agencies, discussed the socio-economic, 

governance, and innovation-related 

challenges of sustainable development in 

their work. 

4ÈÅ )$$ΨΦΧή ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓȭ ÆÏÒÕÍ ÇÁÖÅ 

the opportunity for exchanges among 

policy makers and non-government partners on experiences of more than 15 countries from the 

region in progressing towards SDGs. Businesses, development and commercial banks, and civil 

society organizations shared also their involvement in the agenda 2030. 

During his speech Mr. Ashirov noted that Turkmenistan and the United Nations have been 

actively cooperating on SDG implementation since the goals have been nationalized in 

Turkmenistan in 2016. At the end of last year, led by UNDP, a Mainstreaming, Acceleration and 

Policy Support (MAPS) mission completed its work and made recommendations about 

acceleration of SDGs in Turkmenistan. 

In 2017, Turkmenistan was one of the first five countries in Europe and CIS to host the MAPS 
mission which provided practical solutions to accelerate the implementation of Agenda 2030 in 
the country. 

 

  

Turkmenistan tells the world how to partner on SDGs 

acceleration at Istanbul Development Dialogues 



 

 

 

 

 

Feature Stories 

 

Qeshm Island, 28 April 2018 - Members of the Asia-Pacific Geoparks Network and representatives of National Commissions for UNESCO from 17 

countries gathered in Qeshm Island of Iran to attend an international meeting and workshop on UNESCO Global Geoparks. The meeting that was 

organized by UNESCO Cluster Office in Tehran through collaboration with the Organization of the Geological Survey & Mineral Explorations of Iran,  

Qeshm Free Zone Organization and the Iranian National Commission for UNESCO in the Qeshm Island as the only UNESCO Geopark in the middle 

east provided a neutral platform for discussions and exchange of ideas between Geopark experts and also with hundreds of Iranian participants who 

were interested in adopting new policies for development of Geoparks in their country.  

Ms. Esther Kuisch-Laroche, Director and Representative of UNESCO Tehran Cluster Office in her opening remarks by highlighting the fact that 

UNESCO Global Geoparks give local people a sense of pride in their region and strengthen their identification with the area, ÓÁÉÄȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 

innovative local enterprises, new jobs and high-quality training courses are stimulated, as new sources of revenue that are generated through 

ÅÃÏÔÏÕÒÉÓÍȱȢ Ȱ5.%3#/ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ 'ÅÏÐÁÒËÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÓÔÁËÅÈÏÌÄÅÒÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁlly, 

through reÇÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÎÅÔ×ÏÒËÓ ×ÅÒÅ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅȟ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÓÔ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÈÁÒÅÄȱ ÓÈÅ ÁÄÄÅÄȢ  

Mr. Patrick Mc Keever, Secretary of the International Geoscience and Geoparks Program of UNESCO and Mr. Nickolas Zouros, President of Global 

Geoparks Network as the main lecturers of the event also in their presentations underscored the role of local communities in sustainable 

management of Geoparks. Currently there are 140 UNESCO Global Geoparks in 38 countries around the world that are mainly concentrated in Europe 

and East Asia. Qeshm Geopark, represents important ecological and cultural heritage of Iran due to its unique geological, geographic, archaeological 

and ecological features such as unique methods of fresh water keeping and collecting that is manifested in the architecture of the island.  The island is 

famous due to its tangible and intangible cultural heritage, wildlife, the mangrove forests on the coastline, and the many flora and fauna species that 

can be found there. 

In May 2017, Qeshm Island received the UNESCO Global Geopark label due to its exposed geological formations that have been shaped by erosion 

generating a range of spectacular landscapes and beautiful rock deserts. Currently Iran enjoys the privilege of having 22 UNESCO World Heritage 

Sites, 12 UNESCO biosphere reserves and 1 UNESCO Global Geopark (Qeshm Island).    

Qeshm Island of Iran Hosts International Meeting and 

Workshop on UNESCO Global Geoparks 



 

 

 

 

Education 
 

UNESCO Islamabad and 

Ministry of Federal Education 

and Professional Training, 

Government of Pakistan, 

signed a plan of operation for 

a Korean funded project to 

ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 'ÉÒÌÓȭ 2ÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ 

Education in districts 

Bahawalpur and Muzaffargarh 

in South Punjab and Astore 

and Ganche in Gilgit-Baltistan. 

The $ 3.4 million project with 

the Korea International 

Cooperation Agency (KOICA) 

will support national capacity 

ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÇÉÒÌÓȭ ÒÉÇÈÔ 

ÔÏ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ 

Punjab province and Gilgit-

Baltistan, through 

interventions targeting 

education officials, community 

leaders, teachers and parents.  

Ȱ4ÈÅ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÏÆ +ÏÒÅÁȭÓ 

support to UNESCO, 

especially to education, is 

extremely valuable in expanding the Malala Girls Right to Education Programme in four new districts for promotion of access and quality oÆ ÇÉÒÌÓȭ 

education. It is encouraging that donors are showing interest in education sector in Pakistan, which is a testimony of their confidence in the present 

'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȱȢ 4ÈÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ &ÅÄÅÒÁÌ %ÄÕÃÁÔion and Professional Training, Muhammad Baligh-

Ur-Rehman, highlighted.  

Ms. Vibeke Jensen, Representative UNESCO in Pakistan expressed her gratitude to the people of the Republic of Korea for suppoÒÔÉÎÇ ÇÉÒÌÓȭ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 

in Pakistan. This support will enable UNESCO to expand the outreach of its exiting Girls Right to Education Programme in additional districts in 

Punjab and Gilgit-"ÁÌÔÉÓÔÁÎ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÏÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÇÉÒÌÓȭ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÌÏ×Ȣ 3ÈÅ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ &ÅÄÅÒÁÌ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÏÆÅssional 

Training for its unwavering support and ownership of the Girls Right to Education Programme in Pakistan. 

Mr. Chung Jong Hyon, Country Head KOICA, Islamabad expressed his pleasure on collaboration with the Government of Pakistan and UNESCO for 

promotion of girls education in most needy areas of the country. He assured his continued cooperation for furthering the cause of Education in 

Pakistan. 

The Government of Pakistan contributed $ 10 million to the Malala Funds in Trust for Girls Right to Education established in 2012, of which $ 7 million 

ÁÒÅ ÅÁÒÍÁÒËÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 'ÉÒÌÓȭ 2ÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÅ ÉÎ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÌÁÕÎÃÈÅÄ ÉÎ ΨΦΧΫ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÇÉÒÌÓȭ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 

at primary level in four provinces and four federal areas. 

 

Plan of Operation for KOICA funds of $ 3.4 million signed by 

UNESCO and Government of Pakistan for promotion of Girls 

Education 



 

 

 

 

 

Education 

A large conference organized by the Deputy Ministry of Education for 

Literacy with the help of UNESCO office in Kabul brought together 

hundreds of participants form civil society, sports, arts and culture, 

and the media in Kabul this week, including H. E. Sarwar Danish, the 

2nd Vice-President of Afghanistan and Head of the National Literacy 

Committee, H. E. Mohammad Ibarahim Shinwarai the Minister of 

Education, and Dr. Sardar Mohammad Rahimi the Deputy Minister of 

Education for Literacy.   

The Vice-0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÕÃÉÁÌ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÃÙȡ Ȭ) 

would like to request all participants to organize programs and round-

table meetings to help our country teach our people read and write, 

and make our people aware that literacy will bring social and 

ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȢȭ  

On behalf of UNESCO Mr. Danilo Padilla Head of Education, and 

Officer in Charge, showed his concern about persisting high levels of 

illiteracy in the country, and appreciated the Governments of Japan, 

Sweden, Finland and South Korea for their unwavering support for 

UNESCO's adult literacy and non-formal education programs in 

Afghanistan. He pointed out the significant achievements of the 

'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ !ÆÇÈÁÎÉÓÔÁÎȟ ÁÄÄÉÎÇ Ȭ5.%3#/ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÓ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÃÙȟ 

social mobilization, lÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ !ÆÇÈÁÎÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ 

ÍÏÓÔ ÖÕÌÎÅÒÁÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÅØÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÕÌÔÓȢȭ(Ȣ %Ȣ -ÏÈÁÍÍÁÄ 

)ÂÁÒÁÈÉÍ 3ÈÉÎ×ÁÒÉȟ !ÆÇÈÁÎÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ 

ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÅ ÉÓ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÊÏÂȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 

rally together for #Education4All.  

4ÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ ÃÉÖÉÌ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȟ 

art, sports, culture and media made their commitment to promote 

literacy in Afghanistan. All representatives signed a commitment 

letter at the end of the conference. The letter was read by the Deputy 

Minister of Education for Literacy, Dr. Sardar Mohammad Rahimi.     

Afghanistan is among those countries that have the lowest literacy 

rates in world, due to decades of ongoing conflict and fragility.  

 

Afghanistan Boosts Literacy Programs by Receiving 

Assistance from UNESCO 



 

 

 

 

 

Education 

Kabul, Afghanistan | The second week in 

March, men and women gathered in 

ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ $ÁÙȟ 

and pressed for more progress towards the 

achievement of the rights of women in the 

Afghan society.Many representatives of 

national and international NGOs, together 

with staff of the Deputy Ministry of 

Education for Literacy (DMoEL), attended 

the International Women's Day 

Celebrations, organized by the Deputy 

Ministry of Education for Literacy, with 

financial and technical support of 

UNESCO. The key speech was delivered by 

Ms. Huma Noorestani, part of the senior 

management in the DMoEL in Kabul. 

-ÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ έΦ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ $ÁÙ 

ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÌÉÓÔÅÎÅÄ ÔÏ -Ó .ÏÏÒÅÓÔÁÎÉȭÓ 

passionate pledge for sustaining the 

achievements of the past decade or so. Ms 

Hakima Karimi, one of the participants, 

ÓÔÁÔÅÄȟ Ȭ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÅÎ΄Ó ÄÁÙȭȟ ÁÄÄÉÎÇ Ȭ×Å 

should instead advocate more broadly for 

public awareness of our struggle with the 

oppression of women in Afghanistan and 

around the world, we need more to change 

the lives of women. " she said.  

The celebration in Kabul also drew 

attention to the Darakht-e-danesh online 

library with content and resources ranging 

from literacy to higher education. The 

library is a large online source with 

published materials in Pashto, Dari and 

English. The participants were encouraged 

to help the library with translations and 

instructional materials, to share with fellow 

Afghan women and women around the 

world. The meeting also included a drama 

show, with a celebration of Afghan culture, 

as well as a musical performance. 

The lively discussions discussed the 

ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ȬÇÅÎÄÅÒȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÓÅØȭȟ 

providing knowledge and tools in the peace 

and reconstruction agenda of the current 

Government. More group work and paying 

ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ɉȬ0ÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ 

ÆÏÒ 0ÒÏÇÒÅÓÓȭɊȟ ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÎÇ 

×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎ Á ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 

context, expressing commitment to 

ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÂÏÌÄÅÒ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 

rights in Afghanistan. 

  

Womenõs Rights on Literacy Discussed at Celebration of 

International Womenõs Day in Afghanistan 



 

 

 

 

 

Education 

South-East of Bamyan, there is a beautiful village called Qazan. It is located in 

Foladi valley, a fertile land where rain falls, rivers flow in all seasons and the 

valley becomes full of radiant flowers in the summer.  

This is where Ms. Nikbakhta lives, with her three brothers and two sisters. An 

ambitious young woman, she has already completed the 9-month Basic 

General Literacy (BGL) programme, which is supported by UNESCO. After her 

graduation, Nikbakhta decided to take the entrance exam for the Skills Based 

Literacy (SBL) course. She was successful, and is now studying in a SBL class. 

Nikbakhta is the first in her family who can read and write, and her three 

brothers and two sisters look up to her example. Her name has a special 

ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍȡ ÉÔ ÍÅÁÎÓ ȬÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅȭȢ  #ÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ 

environment and the high price of honey, Nikbakhta selected the bee-keeping 

course. Soon she hopes to contribute towards the family income, supporting 

the economic development of her family and the society in general.Apart 

from Nikbakhta, there are 1,000 other learners in Bamyan province who are 

ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÅÁÒÎ Á ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 5.%3#/ȭÓ 3", ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÅȢ

The Saighan district of Bamyan province has recorded the first visit of 

high-ranking officials from the Ministry of Education. This brought 

together dozens of religious scholars, tribal leaders, local government 

officials and youths, who attended a welcome ceremony for the 

Deputy Minister of Education for Literacy (DMoEL), Dr. Sardar 

Mohammad Rahimi. He was accompanied by his team and UNESCO 

representatives.  

Speaking at the ceremony, Mullah Mohammad Yonas Khatibi, Chief 

ÏÆ 3ÁÉÇÈÁÎ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ÓÈÕÒÁ ɉ)ÓÌÁÍÉÃ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓɊȟ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓed his support to 

UNESCO and the DMoEL to increase the literacy rate in his district. 

He advocated a target of launching one literacy course in every 

Masjed within this year to make more people read and write. The 

mullah also asked for more books and instructional materials, as he 

promised to spread public awareness through campaigns and Masjed 

gatherings.    

Dr. Sardar Mohammad Rahimi expressed his commitment to the 

people of Saighan district.  He added that although UNESCO 

supports the DMoEL technically and financially, more people should 

also volunteer to support the literacy programme, to help 

Afghanistan achieve SDG4, the global goal on education.He advised 

ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÁÄÖÁÎÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ 5.%3#/ȭÓ 

Skills Based Literacy (SBL) programme, and share their suggestions 

regarding SBL with DMoEL for future implementation.  

Dr. Rahimi is the highest-ranking official of the MoE to visit the 

Saighan district in the last 15 years, and this is a good step for 

!ÆÇÈÁÎÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ Én education. 

  

Afghan Woman Learns to Read, Write and Earn a Living 

through the Ministry of Education Literacy Department and 

UNESCO Support 

First Visit of Afghan MoE official to Saighan District Results 

in Major Commitment to Improve Literacy 



 

 

 

 

Education 
 

Kabul ɀ 26 MARCH ɀ A top submission of the Ministry of Defense was 

announced as the first place winner of the Bibi Gul Literacy Contest 

2018, in an award ceremony with the First Lady of Afghanistan, H.E. 

Madam Rula Ghani. 

As the Goodwill Ambassador for Youth and Adult Literacy in 

Afghanistan, First Lady Ghani acknowledged the achievements in the 

field of literacy, and expressed her enthusiasm for the skills based 

literacy inÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈȟ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȬÉÓ ÔÈÅ ËÅÙ ÓÔÅÐ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÔÈÅ 

ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭȢ 

Madam Ghani especially lauded the workbooks and training program 

developed in collaboration with UNESCO, and the skills training 

offered for beekeeping, dairy products, tailoring, and poultry farming, 

noting that these opportunities bring positive change in the lives of 

many.  Together with the Ministry of Education Literacy Department, 

UNESCO developed this unique approach, which brings hundreds of 

thousands of men, women and youth to learn to read and write, and 

at the same time, learn basic skills for economic advancement. 

The literacy award ceremony was held in the Government Media 

Information Center in Kabul. Ms. Patricia McPhillips, the Director and 

Representative of UNESCO in Afghanistan, Niclas Thalén the First 

Secretary, Development Cooperation Embassy of Sweden in Kabul, 

Dr. Sardar Mohammad Rahimi, Deputy Minister of Education for 

Literacy (DMoEL), other government 

officials, and media reporters also 

attended the event. 

Dr. Rahimi noted his appreciation for 

ÁÌÌ ÓÔÁËÅÈÏÌÄÅÒÓȭ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÉÎ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÃÙȟ ÉÎ 

particular UNESCO, for the longtime 

partnership. He thanked the 

programme donors - Japan, Finland, 

Sweden and South Korea, and 

highlighted the importance of 

continuing to support literacy 

programs in Afghanistan. 

Ms. Patricia McPhillips expressed 

5.%3#/ȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÃÙȟ 

ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȭ5.%3#/ ÆÉÒÍÌÙ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÓ ÔÈÅ 

Government and the people of 

Afghanistan in working towards 

achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goal 4 (#LiterÁÃÙΪ!ÌÌɊȢȭ  

She also stated that with support 

from key partners such as Japan, 

Sweden, Finland and the Republic of Korea, many Afghans who have 

not received the opportunity of an education now have access to basic 

literacy and education at all levels, particularly for more women and 

girls. 

The Bibi Gul Youth and Adult Literacy Contest 2018, under the theme 

Ȭ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ ÆÏÒ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ #ÈÁÎÇÅ ÁÎÄ 3ÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȭȟ ×ÁÓ 

organized by the Deputy Ministry of Education for Literacy and the 

Office of the First Lady, with the support of UNESCO.  A total of 24 

nominations were received which were evaluated by an independent 

jury committee.The Literacy Development Management project of 

the Ministry of Defense was the first place winner, with the National 

Federation of UNESCO Associations in Japan NFUAJ-Kabul office as 

the second place winner, and the Patriots' Occupational Organization 

as the third place winner. The winners received 2,000 USD, 1,500 USD 

and third winner 1,000 USD respectively. 

Afghanistan has some of the lowest literacy rates in the world, where 

due to conflict, many people in the country were unable to access any 

form of education. Unconfirmed numbers say that from all 34 million 

citizens in Afghanistan, one third or over 10 million are currently 

illiterate. 

Bibi Gul Adult Literacy Contest 2018 Winners Announced in 

Kabul 

























http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kabul/home/
http://unesco.org.pk/
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